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LETTER XII. 

# 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 16 February, 1768. 

A MINISTER, who in this country is 
determined to do wrong, should not only be a 
man of abilities but of uncommon courage. To 
invade the rijghts, or to insult the understanding 
of a nation, qualified to judge well, and pri- 
vileged to speak freely upon public measures, 
requires a portion of audacity unacquainted 
with shame, or of power which knows no con- 
trol. Whether it be owing to a hardy dis- 
position, or to the conceit of unlimited power, 
Or to mere solid ignorance I know not, but it 
is too apparent that the present ministry, in 
VOL. III. B . % 
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eveiy;i|hing they do or a{^mpt to do, are de- 
termined to set the understanding and the spirit 
of the English people at defiance. In a succes- 
sion of illegal or unconstitutional acts, the in- 
stance of to-day ought at once to remind us pf 
what they 'have done already, and to alarm us 
against what they may attempt hereafter. We 
have reason to thank Cioil and the legislature, 
that some of the most flug’itious of their enter- 
prizes have been happily defeated. Their en- 
deavour to establish a suspending power in the 
crown met with all the contempt it deserved * ; 
nor have they yet quite succeeded in eman- 
ci})ating the colonics from the authority of the 
British legislature. But when open and direct 
attacks upon the constitution have failed, a bad 
ministry will naturally have recourse to some 
more artful measures, by which the prerogative 
of the crown may be extended’, and the pur- 
poses of arbitrary power answ'cred as effectually, 
and more securely to themselves. When at- 
tempts of this insidious nature are made, it is 
the duty of every subject, be his situation what 
it may, to point out the danger to his country- 
men and warn them to guard against it. I shall 
take another opportunity to enquire into the le- 

* Sec this subject further discussed in Junius, Letter 
LX. EDIT. 
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gality of the appointment of a third secrets^ 
of state: at present let me be permitted to rouse 
the attention of tlie public to a later and to a still 
more flagrant stretch of j)rerogative. A j)ros- 
titntion or corrii|)tion of old offices may be as 
fatal to the constitution, as the illegal creation 
of new ones. In the Gazette of Saturday se’n- 
night we are informed, that the pri\y seal is 
committed to the care of three persons, whose 
commission is to continue six weeks *. From 
tlie names of these persons we can collect no- 
thing, but that two of them are of Scottish ex- 
traction, and tliat the third is recorder of St. 
Albans; but from their insignificance and ob- 
scurity we may easily collect that there is some 
particular design in fixing on such persons to 
execute one of the first offices of’ the state. Why 
the Karl of Uhathani should continue to liold an 
employment of this importance, while he is uii- 

* iyh:tchnU^ Frh. 2. TJjc lias bc(*n plua-scd to i.sjue 
Ills coiiiiiiisMori under the great seal, autiiori/ing and em- 
powering Richard Sutton, William Blair, aiul William 
Frazer, esijrs. or any two of them, to exeeiile the office of* 
keeper of* his Majesty’s privy ^eal, for and during the space 
and term of* six weeks, determinahJe nevertfieless at his iMa- 
jest^’^s pleasure; and also to grant, during his Majesty’s 
pleasure, to the Right Honourable W dliain Karl of Chatham, 
the said office of keeper ofliis Majesty ’s privy seal, from and 
after the said term of six weeks, or other sooner deter- 
mination of the said commission, edit. 
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able to perform the duties of it, is at least a 
curious question*. But it is infinitely more 
material to enquire why the interregnum is not 
committed to people of a higher rank and cha- 
racter. 

The estal)lishment of the several high offices 
of state forms a natural and constitutional check 
upon the prerogative of the crown. No illegal 
or unconstitutional grant, charter, or patent of 
any kind, can take eftcct from the mere motion 
of the sovereign, but must pass through a num- 
ber of offices, in each of which it is the duty of 
the officer, if the case requires it, to remonstrate 

* Wc have here another proof of the hostility of Junius a! 
one period to this nobleman, a previous proof having already 
occurred in the Miscellaneous Letters, No. i, to the note 
appended to which we refer the reader. 

In the Private Letters, No. 23, dated October IQ, 17/0, 
he still insinuates his dislike : for in requesting the printer 
of tlie Public Advertiser to contradict his being the author 
of the letters subscribed A Whig and an Englishman, he 
adds, I neither admire the writer nor his Idol'' Who the 
wTiter of these letters was we know not : but the Idol was 
certainly Tiord Chatham. 

In reality it was not till about the date of Letter liv. 
under his favourite signature of Junius, that lie began to 
think commendably ol this nobleman. “ I am called upon,” 
says he, in that letter, “ to deliver my opinion, and surel}’^ it is 
not in the little censure of Mr. Horne to deter me from 
doing signal justice to a man, who, Ico^ifess, has grown upon 
7)1?/ esterm'* EDIT. 
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to the crown, as he himself is answerable for the 
consequences of any public instrument, which 
he has suffered to pass through his department. 
The delay of this progression has another good 
effect, in giving the subject time qnd oppor- 
tunity to enter his j)rotest against any sudden 
or inconsiderate grant, by which his own pro- 
perty, or the welfare of the country in general 
may be affected, and to have the matter fairly 
discussed. 

The precedence annexed to these high of- 
fices (exclusive of the importance of the several 
degrees of trust reposed in them) sufficiently 
proves that they ought to be confined to men 
of the first character and consequence. Men 
of that degree may safely be trusted, because 
they have a greater stake to hazard, and are an- 
swerable to thp ])ublic with their lives and for- 
tunes. The dignity of the lord privy seal’s of- 
fice (next iri rank to the president of the coun- 
cil) would of itself be a sufficient reason for 
giving it to none but men of birth and cha- 
racter, and the great trust, annexed to that 
dignity, is a farther reason for never commit- 
ting such an office to any but men of“ the first 
rank and fortune. But in the choice of the 
present commissioners, there seems to be some- 
thing particularly and singularly im2)roper. 
When a caveat is entered against a grant from 
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the crown, and when a question of political and 
commercial importance is therefore to be dis- 
cussed, can there be a higher insult to the pub- 
lic than to commit the determination of such a 
question to three persons very low in point of 
rank, and absolutely dependant in point of si- 
tuation? Shall wc not be justified in supposing 
that tliey are elected for no other quality but 
their insignificance ? Wliatever pretences may 
be alleged to the contrary, the public will have 
, too much reason to suspect that these worthy 
commissioners arc taught their lesson, and that 
the job is too dirty to be imposed upon gentle- 
ineti of a Iiighcr station than a clerk in office. 
I cannot believe that these persons could have 
been chosen by the Earl of Chatham. What- 
ever may be his faults, a man of spirit could no 
more lend his office than he could his mistress 
to the purposes of prostitution; much less would 
he descend to take either of them back again 
with a public mark of infamy u])on them. 

Now, Sirj let us suppose these three respect- 
able persons seated upon their tribunal, with 
two Judges of England by their side, and the 
first lawyers of this country pleading before 
tbem iqron a question of the first importance to 
this country ; the Judges, I doubt not, will sit 
in silent wonder at the judicial abilities of these 
great men, and silent they must be, unless a 
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point of law should arise, on which the trium- 
virate shall deign to ask their opinion ; the law- 
yers will naturally exert their utmost efforts, 
when they consider that they have the honour 
to plead before three gentlemen of such pro- 
found knowledge, such distinguished rank, and 
such inflexible probity, that neither ignorance, 
nor ministerial influence, nor private corrup- 
tion, can have any^share in tlmir decision. 

1 pity tlie unhappy Englishman, for lie per- 
ha])s may blush lor his situation. 


LETTEIl Xllt. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

21 * Vvhruaryy 1 / 08 . 

I'hfcliis uli prmu CfCpii cnw afhcscerr ventoy 
Paullutim sese toUil iiuirr, tS* alttns undasy 
Erigity inde imo conmigit ad a'lhcra J'undo, 

ViRG. Ais. VII. 527 - 

SI R, 

The people of England are by nature 
somewhat phlegmatic. This complexional cha- 
racter is extremely striking, when contrasted 
Muth the suddenness and vivacity of many of 
our neighbours on the continent. It even ap- 
pears remarkable among the several kindred 
tribes, which compose the^ great mass of the 
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rogative, which it had cost our ancestors so 
much toil and treasure, and blood, to break to 
pieces. Tliis we suffered with our usual pa- 
tience. They saw an attempt made to render 
all the monied property of the kingdom loose 
and insecure, and to turn our national funds 
from being siipports of public credit into in- 
struments of ministerial power, and to take 
away that dependance upon law which had been 
in all ages the great source of our domestic 
happiness, and tJiat firm reliance upon public 
faith which has been the means of making us 
respectable to all the world. The Englishman 
still continued sullen and silent. 

Those very circumstances which strike ter- 
ror into the heart of a wise man, arc often such 
as inspire fools with confidence and presump- 
tion. Having had sufficient proof as they thought 
of the passive disposition of their fellow-citizens, 
and at a loss for precedents of despotism of a 
modei’n date in any civilized country, they 
begun to ransack the stores of antiquated op- 
pression, and ventured to perpetrate an. act (by 
a singular composition) of such consummate 
audacity and meanness of spirit, as it might well 
be thought impossible to unite. 

In subserviency to the odious influence 
under which they act, this ad ninistration dared 
to an informer nearly allied to that very in- 
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fluence* — at the time, and for the purposes of 
an election — refusing to hear counsel — not dar- 
ing to take the opinion of the king’s law ser- 
vants — denying access to the records in their 
possession — to pass a grant of the estate of a 
noble and most respectable person, derived from 
a king, to whom we owe all our liberties ; sixty- 
three years in undisputed possession, the sub- 
ject of frequent settlements, and now actually a 
part of the jointure of the noble duchess t. 

The people of England at length began to 
break silence. They might indeed look upon 
the private wrong as a matter of inward medi- 
tation, and a further exercise of their })atience. 
But the principle of this grant has given a shock 

TO THE AVTIOLE LANDED PKOPEKTY OF ENGLAND. 

Called upon by this practical menace to all 
landed property, and by many other detached 
grievances, arising from the same absurd and 
tyrannical pnnciple, that no length (xf' possession 
secures against a claim of the cronm, one of the 
ablest, most virtuous and most temperate men 
in the kingdom, supported by a steady band of 


* The informer was the late Earl of Lonsdale, at that 
time Sir James Lowther, who had married a daughter of 
T.ord Bute, whose iujiuence is here alluded to. The estate 
belonged to the Duke of Bortland. See Vol. II. Letter lvh, 
note. EDIT. 

f Duchess of Portland, edit. 
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uniform patriots, has made an attempt in a cer- 
tain great assembly, (witluiut providing any 
remedy for this case of oppression,) to secure 
the subject at least for the future against such 
wild and indefinite claims. 

Such was the spirit which manifested itself 
upon that occasion, that though for the present, 
after a glorious struggle they have failed, there 
is no sort of doubt, that the cry of reason, jus- 
tice, policy, and the general feeling of the peo- 
ple, will shortly prevail*; and the rather, as 
this discussion has brought to light further de- 
signs of the most extraordinary nature, such as 
will, if not timely prevented, spread distraction 
from one end of the kingdom to the other. My 
next will be on that important subject. 

MNEMON. 


* By a bill called the Quieting Bill, and which was again 
brought forward by Sir G. Saville in the following year, and 
carried. But see the subject further elucidated and the final 
determination of the Court of Exchequer on the suit depend- 
ing between Sir James Lowther and the Duke of Portland 
in the editor’s note to JuNius's Letters, No. Lvii.*as also 
No. LXVir. EDIT. 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

March y 1768 . 

Oh, wretched State ! Oh Bosom black as Death ! 

Oh limed Soul, that, struggling to be free. 

Art more encaged. 

SlIAKSPEARE. 

SIR, 

Innocence, even in its crudest sim- 
plicity, has some advantages over the most 
dexterous and practised guilt. Equivocal ap- 
pearances may, to be sm'e, accidentally attend 
it in its progress through the world ; but the 
very scrutiny which these appearances will ex- 
cite, operates in favour of’ innocence j which is 
secure the moment it is discovered. But guilt 
is a poor helpless, dependent being. Without 
the alliance of able, diligent, and let me add, 
fortunate fraud, it is inevitably undone. If the 
guilty culprit be obstinately silent, his silence 
forms a deadly presumption against him. If he 
speaks, talking tends to discovery; and his very 
defence often furnishes materials towaids his. 
conviction. 

This has been exactly the case of those un- 
happy men, (the ministry) in that apology for 
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their conduct, which they chuse to complicate 
with their opposition to the settlement of the 
national property. Nobody, not originally ac- 
quainted with the bottom of their proceedings, 
was able to discern the true nature and full ex- 

t 

tent of their crime, until we had seen upon what 
principles they grounded their defence. 

It is worth while to lay this affair a little more 
opQn. The maxim of Nullum Tempus occurrit 
Regi*, that no length of continuance or good 
faith of possession is available against a claim of 
the crovm^ has been long the opprobrium of pre- 
rogative, and the disgrace of our law. The 
ablest writers in that profession have ever men- 
tioned it with abhorrence. The best judges 
have always cast an odium upon it, as being 
fundamentally contrary to natural equity, and 
all the maxims of a free government. And a 
superior genius, a great light of the age t, has 
not long since endeavoused to gi,ve it as great 
a check as judicatnre, unaided by legislative 
powers, is able to interpose. 

The truth is, this prerogative has hitherto 
owed its existence principally to its disuse. It 
was an engine, at once so formidable to the 

• The comnlencemcnt of the obsolete law which in this 
case was appealed to by the minister: hence called the 
Nullum Tempus Law. edit, 
t Sir George Saville. edit. 
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people, and so dangerous to those who should 
attempt to handle it, that it never was consider- 
ed amongst the instruments of a wise minister. 
It remained like an old piece of cannon I have 
heard of somewhere of an enormous size, which 
stood upon a ruinous bastion, and which was 
seldom or never fired for fear of bringing down 
the fortification for whose defence it was in- 
tended. 

But constituted as administration is at pre- 
sent, where real power is invested in one hand, 
and responsible office placed in another, from 
the security of tlie former situation, and from 
the servile dependence of the latter, it is no 
wonder that hazardous measures should be com- 
manded without fear, and that they should be 
executed, though with the utmost trepidation 
and reluctance. From thence arose that despe- 
rate proceeding' which has given suchjan uni- 
versal alarm to property. 

Upon the first attack on that rotten part of 
prerogative (out of whose corruption the late 
northern grant was generated) the ministers 
found themselves entirely at a loss. To defend 
their Nullum 2'empus upon principles of liberty, 
or even upon pi’inciples of justice, was a thing 
clearly impossible. To abandon it without re- 
flecting on their past conduct, and without giv- 
ing up their future projects, was a point of equal 
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difficulty. It seems that they had hoarded up 
those unmeaning powers of the crown, as a 
grand niilitary magazine, towards the breaking 
the fortunes and depressing the spirit of the 
nobility, for drawing the common people from 
their reliance on the natural interests of the 
country to an immediate dependance on the 
crown, and principally for enabling ministers, 
public or secret, to domineer and give the law 
in all future elections. They thought their 
scheme would then be complete, if the votes of 
freeholders, the very means which our ancestors 
had provided as the great security to our free- 
dom, could be converted into the most certain 
instruments of the public servitude. 

It was evident, that when they refused to give 
up this barbarous maxim, it was their intention 
to make some sort of use of it. Such a conclu- 
sion could not in any way be evaded. In this 
strait they took the part of avowing, that they 
did intend to find some employmeut^for their 
favourite prerogative, which, after so long a 
trance, they had thought proper to disenchant, 
and to set in action. It was then their business 
to find some excuse for themselves, and some 
pretence of public utility for their system. 

On this occasion they built upon two grounds 
very well worthy of the reader’s utmost atten- 
tion j the first I shall now point out } the latter. 
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and most important, would transgress the limits 
of your paper. It shall be reserved for another 
opportunity. 

The first thing they did, was totally to dis- 
claim their own free agency. In the highest 
department of the state, they declared them- 
selves to be mere creatures of execution. 
They asserted, that they were in all matters 
of this sort entirely subservient to an officer, 
hitherto little heard of, but from henceforth 
to be a name of dreadful note in this coun- 
try, THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. It is their sys- 
tem, that if informers (be they who they may, 
in circumstances of indigence to make any 
desperate attempt, or of wealth and power to 
combat the great, and crush the poor,) can con- 
trive to obtain the surveyor’s report in their fa- 
vour, ministers are obliged., without farther in- 
quiry, to grant to them patents to vex, harass, 
impoverish, possibly to ruin, any honest pro- 
prietor in the kingdom. 

It is true that they supported themselves in 
this perverse doctrine by no one argument from 
law, usage, or common sense : but it is their 
system ; and it is mentioned here, not to shew 
the depth of their understanding, but the ma- 
lignity of their designs. For if once they could 
come to establish this their favourite point, 
things would stand thus : — Tlie surveyor gene- 
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ra/, who keeps all the 'Crown titles, (inaccessible 
to the suited,') has an hint to find a weak part in 
some old possession ; say of sixty, say of two 
hundred years. A court favourite has an hint 
to become an informer, a character no way in- 
compatible lyith his own. Then all the rest 
follows of course. The lords of the Treasury 
must obey the informer, and make the reference ; 
the surveyor obey the Treasury and report ; 
and then the Treasury in their turn must obey 
the surveyor, and direct the grant. The whole 
system moves, according to the preordained 
laws of despotism, in a circle of strict ne- 
cessity *. 

♦ In a debate which took place in the House of Commons, 
February 27, 1771, on a motion made by Sir William Mere- 
dith, to repeal a clause in the Dill Quiety which passed in 
the year 1768, Lord North thus defends himself from the 
grant in question ; — 

The honourable gentleman [Mr. Cornwall, afterwards 
speaker of the House of Commons,] has revived in my me- 
mory a grant, wliich passed since 1 had the honour of hold- 
ing the seal of the exchequer, and which seal, I am proud to 
own, was affixed by me to the grant in question. This he 
calls an abominable act : but in th ^ situation I then was, and 
still am, I thought myself bound to pass it by every principle 
of duty to the crown, as the servant of the crown, and bound 
still more strongly b}^ that duty which I owe to the public, 
as steward of the public estate as far as it is intrusted to me. 
It is my glory that I passed the grant ; and as often as men- 
f ion of it is made, so often shall I tliink that honour imputed 
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In this procedure, who can convict the 
veyor general of corrupt activity or obedience ? 
He is only bound to prove, that the lands in 
question have been in some former age in the 
hands of the crown. This is not difficult : all 
the lands of the kingdom have been so. It is 
his duty, according to the present prerogative 
doctrines, not to discover, or to suffer to be dis- 
covered, any thing which n^ay tend to clear and 
settle the right of the subject. He may have 
that in his office which would establish the very 
title he attempts to overthrow ; but fairness in 
his situation is held to be a breach of trust, be- 
cause the crown is always considered by these 
gentlemen, with respect to the sulyecty as an 
adverse party; and to exist in a state of «w- 
renutting and immortal litigation with the people. 

Thus a mutual obedience, and a common 
impunity is established between these two great 
powers, the Treasury and the surveyor, grounded 
on the favourite principle of necessity. The only 
free agent in the whole transaction is the in- 
former: but he is not only as dispunishable as the 

to me.” Notwithstanding Lord North’s boast upon the oc- 
casion, the grant was ultimately set aside by the court of 
exchequer, on the ground that a quit-rent of thirteen and 
jbur^ence was not an adequate third-part of its clear yearly 
value. But see the decision of that court, as given in Voh 
IT. Letter lvii. Note. edit. 
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others, but is highly meritorious into the bar- 
gain, for discovering what in their prerogative 
jargon is called a concealment; that is to say, in 
plain English, the ancient possession and in- 
■heritancg of a valuable and loyal subject. By 
all these means an office of inquisition is esta- 
blished in the true inquisitorial spirit, and with 
genuine inquisitorial powers, omer all the landed 
property of Englarid. The use proposed to be 
made of it will be the subject of my next paper. 

In the mean time it is a matter of very seri- 
ous consideration, to observe the growth of ar- 
bitrary and despotic principles in this country: 

■ There is such a pernicious vigour in their vege- 
tation, and such a rank luxuriance in the soil, 
-that when they seem to be cut up even by the 
joots, they will suddenly shoot up in some other 
place, and under some other, and perhaps more 
dangerous appearance. Suppress them under 
the shape of general warrants or seizure of pa- 
pers, they will start up in tlie form of dispensing 
powers, forfeiture of charters, violations of public 
faith, establishments of private monopolies, and 
7’aising up antiquated titles for the crown. There 
is a consideration still more melancholy: that 
many persons* apostatizing from their principle, 
betraying their associates, and combining with 


* The Duke of Grafton is the person here alluded to. 
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their adversaries, make no other use of the credit 
they have derived from their former activity in 
the cause of freedom, than that they may ap- 
proach it without suspicion, and wound it be- 
yond all possibility of cure. 

MNEMOJ^, 


LETTER XV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

11 March, 1768. 

What aileth thee Mnemon ? 

Why art thou so disquieted? 

And xxhy is thy understanding troubled? 


Is it not very extraordinary, Mr. Printer, 
that the parts and abilities of Mne^non should 
be prostituted to the licentious abuse of the 
highest and most honourable board in this king, 
dom, composed of persons of the most unim- 
peached characters, because they have dared to 
grant some crown lands to Sir James Lowther, 
not comprehended in that of King William, to 
one of his Dutch imports, but usurped and il- 
legally withheld by them ? 

Can any one review the parliamentary de- 
bates of that mra, and not be fired at the glori- 
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OU8 spirit exerted by the Commons of England 
against the enormous grant of crown lands made 
to the Dutch favourites of that monarch ? 

Was not the most scandalous partiality shewn 
to. them in prejudice to the people of this coun- 
try ? Were not honours and riches heaped upon 
. them with unexampled profusion ? 

Whence, in the name of God, all this cla- 
mour? What is it to the public, whether a 
Bentink or a Lowther succeeds? Are not the 
courts of law open to determine it ? Can it be 
a subject for faction, or a pretext for abuse? 
No, sir ; be assured the arrows wound not ; the 
|)reast, fraught M'ith conscious worth, feels not 
the shafts of envy. 

ANTI-VAN TEAGUE. 


LETTER XVI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 24 MarcA, 1768, 

Your correspondent Anti-van Teague^ 
in your paper of Friday se’nnight, has under- 
taken a task, far, I am afraid, above his abilities. 
His inclination I believe to be very good, but 
non taU auxilio^ nec defensoribus istis—^Tempus 
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eget. If Nullum Tempus^ and the late most ex- 
traordinary and alarming use made of it, is 
to be defended, I would advise that most hd- 
nourable board, composed (as Anti-van Teague 
says) of persons of the most unimpeached cha- 
racters, to hire abler advocates for its deffence. 
Uncommon parts and no vulgar -eloquence are 
required to subdue the fears and quiet the ap- 
prehensions of all the landed property of these 
kingdoms. When that most honourable board 
shall next think fit to bestow another estate 
upon a Lowther, or any other informer, wonder- 
ful no doubt will be the contented acquiescence 
of the person robbed, when he is assured that 
what is taken from him to gratify the Scotch 
favourite of to-day was given some hundred 
years ago by the crown to a Dutch favourite 
Hof that time. Surely, Sir, the noble duke who 
is the present sufferer, must feel great satisfac- 
tion in finding the sins of his ancestors visited 
upon him. A Stuart has at length risen up to 
Ibvenge upon the memory of King William, and 
the descendants of all those embarked with 
him in the once glorious cause, the injuries and 
sufferings of that once (but now no longer) 
hateful name. 

We have lived. Sir, to see an advocate for 
the ministry of George the Third defending 
their actions and justifying their conduct, by 
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asserting-^not that their actions are just and 
their conduct clear, but that their injustice falls 
h^avy on the posterity alone of those who by 
their arms and their counsel assisted our great 
d,eliverer to effect that revolution, to which and 
which alone we owe the establishment of his 
present Majesty’s most illustrious and royal fa- 
mily on tlie throne of these kingdoms. 

, yi\x'Ai Anti-van ^ca'^^^emeansbyunimpeached 
characters I cannot readily guess. I suppose 
he means the public character of the ministers 
or rather of the minister *. His private cha- 
racter I do not meddle with, but to call his cha- 
racter unimpeached, who is not only charged 
with, but to the sense of every impartial person 
convicted of the most daring and flagitious at- 
tacks upon the liberty and property of his fellow- 
subjects, is really sui'prising. 

Is the revival of the suspending and dispens- 
ing powers of the crown an experiment of cu- 
riosity alone? — but for that he has in the most 
solemn manner been pardoned by an act o# 
parliament, and therefore probably that will 
not make part of his impeachment. Is his 
open and wicked interference in elections, by 
threats and bribery, manifest to the whole na- 
tion (though his reverend instrument was ac- 


^ The Duke of Grafton, edit. 
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quitted) to be accounted no more than a good 
natured solicitude for his friends ? 

Are his violent attacks upon the monied and 
landed property of the people nothing more 
than dutiful exertions of his power to pay on 
one hand the debts of the civil list, and on the 
other hand to raise support, and* extend that 
hidden, pernicious, and unconstitutional influ- 
ence, in which, and by which, he lives and 
moves, and has his being? 

Is his lavish and wasteful profusion of the 
public property in pensions, reversions, grants, 
and monopolies, a decent and becoming re- 
ward to those who have been, or are willing to 
be, his tools and creatures ? 

Is Kis activity in corruption and oppression, 
and his perfect idleness in, and neglect of, all 
^blic and national business, a spirited exer- 
tion on one hand, and a needful repose on the 
other ? 

I have, you see. Sir, not meddled with his 
fftivate character; I leave that for him to 
earth in whenever he is hard run, according to 
the laudable example of his cliancellor of the 
exchequer *. Let him resemble the great demi- 
gods of antiquity, who had also two characters, 
and whilst one-half of them was taken up to 


* Lord North’, edit. 
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heaven, the other half found its way to hell. I 
shall only, advise Anti-van-Teague to recom- 
mend it to his patron not to trust too much to 
his double capacity, lest, at some odd turn, he 
may find his private person so involved in his 
public character, that the sharpest axe, and the 
most dexterous operator, may not be able to 
avenge the nation upon the last, without doing 
some small prejudice to the ^rst. 

I am, &c. 

Not yet an enemy to the revolution. 

ANTl-STUAUT. 

LETTER XVII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

5 April f 1768. 

Vivitf imo vero etiam in senatiim venit : Jit publici consilii 
particeps : notat^ et limis designat oculis ad ccedem unurn- 
quemque nostrum. 

SIR, 

The return of Mr. Wilkes to England, 
and the measures he has since pursued, have 
given the servants of the crown an opportu- 
nity of acting in a manner io becoming them- 
selves, that it would be ingratitude not to take 
notice of their extraordinary merits upon this 
occasion. Our gracious sovereign undoubtedly 
thinks himself highly indebted to his ministers 
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for their uncommon care of his honour and 
dignity, as well as for their attention to the se- 
curity of his house, family, and sacred person; 
and I may venture to assure them that the pub- 
lic in general have a just sense of the vigour 
and spirit with which they have administered 
the laws, and with which the peaceable part 
of his Majesty’s subjects have been protected. 
What sort of thanks they will receive from 
their sovereign, I cannot tell, but, as far as my 
weak endeavours can reach, the nation shall not 
remain unapprised of the extent and species of 
our obligations to them. 

A man of a most infamous character in pri- 
vate life is indicted for a libel against the king’s 
person, solemnly tried by his peers according 
to the laws of the land, and found guilty*. To 

* It has already appeared in several instances, that 
Junius, subsequently to the present date, espoused the cause 
of Mr. Wilkes, or rather strenuously upheld him in his con- 
test with the ministry upon the very subject adverted to in 
tthis letter. Yet the political conduct of Junius was perhaps 
strictly and unimpeachably uniform. He had, at first, in- 
deed, conceived a personal dislike to Mr. Wilkes, in conse- 
quence of his strenuous resistance to the general warrant 
which was served upon him during the administration in 
which Mr. George Grenville was chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, for whom, w^hether in office or out of office, Junius 
ever manifested the strongest partiality. But in the present 
instance, Wilkes is only adverted to as an instrument of 
attack upon an administration which Junius abominated; 
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avoid the sentence due to his crime, he flies to 
a foreign country, and failing to surrender him- 
self to justice is outlawed. By this outlawry, 
he loses all claim to the protection of those 
magistrates, and of those laws, to which, by his 
evasion, he had refused to be amenable. After 
some years s](ient abroad, this man returns to 
England with as little fear of the laws, which 
he had violated, as of respect for the great per- 
son, whom he had wantonly and treasonably 
attacked. Without a single qualiflcation either 
moral or political, and under the greatest dis- 
ability, this man presumes so far upon the pro- 
tection of the populace, as to offer himself a 
candidate to represent the metropolis of the 
kingdom. Disappointed in this attempt, not- 
withstanding all the efforts and violence of the 
rabble, he has still the confidence to offer him- 
self to the freeholders of Middlesex as a proper 

and as soon as be found that he could support this attaclc 
better by enlisting gentlemen in his favour than in opposition 
to him, he shrewdly took measures for such a purpose, and 
was fortunate enough to succeed. 

There is the same apparent inconsistency in his being 
ultimately the friend of Lord Camdci., who is here held up to 
public odium, and to Lord Chatham after having as warmly- 
opposed him. But his change of opinion concerning these 
noblemen was by no means a sudden flight: it grew upon 
him slowly, and was the result of their own change of con- 
duct. EDIT. 
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person to represent, a county, in which he haa 
not a single foot of land; and to complete the 
whole, we see a man overwhelmed with debts, a 
convict, and an outlaw, returned to serve in the 
British parliament as knight of a shire^. These, 
Sir, are the main facts of Mr. Wilkes’s case. 
The circumstances with which they were at- 
tended are no less atrocious. We saw the other 
candidates, gentlemen of large fortune, and of 
the most respectable characters, dragged from 
their carriages, and hardly escaping with life 
out of the hands of Mr. Wilkes’s friends and 
companions. If the candidates were treated in 
this manner, you may imagine what sort of re- 
ception their friends met with in attempting to 
poll for them. The fact is, that great numbers 
were driven back by main force, or deterred 
by the threats of the populace ; so that not a 
third part of the friends of Sir William Proctor 
and Mr. Cooke were ever permitted to approach 
the hustings. The conclusion of Monday and 
Tuesday night was perfectly consistent with 
the whole proceedings of the day. I need not 
enlarge upon this detestable scene, since there 
is hardly a family in London or Westminster 
which has not had reason to remember the day 
of Mr. Wilkes’s election. The ineti'opolis of 
the kingdom, the seat of justice, and the resi- 
dence of the sovereign, and of the royal lamily, 
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was left, for two nights together, at the mercy 
of a licentious, drunken rabble, without the 
smallest guard, either civil or military, to se- 
cure the king’s person, or to protect his sub- 
jects. Amidst all the horror and outrage of 
these transactions, is there one Englishman en- 
dowed with the smallest portion of reason or 
humanity, who can hear without grief and re- 
sentment, that, even in some of the royal pa- 
laces, to avoid worse consequences, illumina- 
tions were made to celebrate the success of 

a , who, after heaping every possible insult 

on the person of his sovereign, returns in triumph 
to brave and outrage him again, even in the 
place of his immediate residence! 

Such was the scene, of which all the inha- 
bitants of London and Westminster were wit- 
nesses to their cost. Let us now enquire what 
has been the conduct of the ministry during 
the coiirse of it. Long before Mr. Wilkes ap- 
peared at Guildhall, it was well known that he 
was in London ; and, if any measures had been 
taken by the ministry to secure him in conse- 
quence of his outlawry, it might undoubtedly 
have been done with the greatest facility. 
Why no process was sued for out of the Court 
of King’s Bench,' let the ministers answer if 
they can. But they have much more to answer 
for. They are responsible for all the conse- 
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quences of permitting this outlaw to appe^ir- at 
large, and for all the violences of which he has 
since been the author. By their indolence and 
neglect, or perhaps in consequence of a secret 
compact with him, this man has beeq suffered 
to throw the metropolis into a flame, to offer 
new outrages to his sovereign, and at last to 
force his way into parliament, where, if he were 
a man of any parliamentary abilities, I doubt 
not but he would reward them as they deserve. 
In the midst of all this tumult and confusion, 
the chancellor of Great Britain* and the first 
lord of the treasury t retire out of town, and 
leave the whole executive power of the crown 
to fall to the ground. In the name of God and 
the laws, are such men fit to govern a great 
kingdom? To say that they are, is an insult to 
the common understanding of mankind, and I 
hope our gracious sovereign will do justice to 
himself and to his people, by depriving them of 
a power, which they have either not courage 
or not honesty enough to exert in his service. 
I am persuaded there is not a man of property, 
sense, or honour in this country, who is not 
ready, heart and hand, to support the constitu- 
tion, and to defend the sovereign, though his 
own immediate servants have deserted him. 


• Lord Camden. 


f The Duke of Grafton. 
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We haye hitherto taken no steps for our defence, 
because we expected the protection of govern- 
ment ; . but we are still strong enough to defend 
our lives and properties against Mr. Wilkes and 
his banditti, nor shall the treacherous example 
set us by the ministry ever induce us to aban- 
don our- own' rights, or those of the chief ma- 
gistrate. 

C». 


LEITER XVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 6 AftU, 1768. 

There is something so extraordinary 
in the conduct of the ministry, with respect to 
Mr< Wilkes, that I cannot help suspecting they 
have a secret motive for it, which the public is 
not aware of. It is to me inconceivable that 
he should have been suffered to return to Eng- 
land, and remain at large, notwithstanding his 
outlawry; — to offer himself a candidate for the 

* llie editor has already had occasion to observe in va- 
rious places that C. the signature adopted by Junius in 
hi»4 private correspondiance with the printer of the Public 
Advertiser. See more especially the private letters C. 

rim. EDIT. 
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metropolis to appear the leader of violence 
and riot uncontrouled ; — and at last to succeed 
in his enterprize at Brentford ; — unless all this 
had been done with the connivance and consent 
of the king’s servants. My suspicions^may per- 
haps be ill founded, but I think there is reason 
enough to apprehend that Mr. Wilkes would 
never have been permitted to go such lengths, 
if all were well between the ministry and the 
Earl of Bute. They certainly have a design to 
terrify the Scotchman, and to keep him in order, 
by producing their tribune once more upon the 
stage. Let the Thane look to himself! Mr. 
Wilkes, being a man of no sort of consequence 
in his own person, can never be supported but 
by keeping up the cry, and this cry can no way 
be maintained but by renewing his attacks upon 
the Scotch favourite and his countrymen. With 
this key we may, perhaps,account for the supine- 
ness and indifference with which the ministry 
have seen the laws trampled on, and the public 
peace and tranquility destroyed, by the re- 
spectable Mr. Wilkes, and his no less respect- 
able friends. 

Yours, 

Q IN THE CORNER. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE PRINTEE OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

12 April, 1768, 

The common taw hath so admeasured the king's prerogatives, 
that they should not take away nor prejudice the inheritance 
of any. 

Coke’s Instit. 

SIR, 

The extraordinary purpose to which 
an old maxim, or rather dictum of the common 
lawi has lately been applied by the commis- 
sioners of the treasm'y, has led me to consider 
upon what principles it was originally founded, 
and whether it be applicable to the present cir- 
cumstances of the British constitution. A re- 
sumption of lands held under a supposed grant 
from the <m)wn, after a possession of near four- 
score years, was an alarming measure to every 
English gentleman of landed property, but the 
principle oil which it was defended was formid- 
able enough to strike a terror into men of all 
ranks who had either estates or liberty to lose. 
A ministry, determined to inyade the liberties 
or property of the subject, may in our law books 
find antiquated maxims to support the most 
violent stretches^ of prerogative} and if it be 
a^hnitted that no length of possession is good 
gainst the crown, 1 hardly know that right or 
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privilege, much less any tract of soil possessed 
by the subject, which may not be disputed or 
resumed at the pleasure of the sovereign. It 
has been a fashion with some writers to repre- 
sent the feudal government as a system of 
liberty: but I must confess that a constitu- 
tion, wherein the king 'is supposed to be the 
original owner of all the lands; wherein we 
have seen the nobility at perpetual war with the 
sovereign, and bringing their vassals into the 
field against him, or against one another ; and 
wherein the whole body of the people was held 
in absolute dependance upon the petty tyrants, 
does not present to me the idea of political 
liberty in any part of it. The greatest com- 
mendation it deserves is, perhaps, that it was 
capable of improvement. Accordiilgly it has 
been so altered and so mended, -^hat a man 
must be well read in law to discover any trace 
of it in the {wesent form of ouf government; 
and I am justified by modern statutes in assert- 
ing, that we never thought our constitution 
completely settled upon the basis of freedom; 
until every mark of feudal services and depend- 
ence was abolished by parliament. 

But though great improvements have been 
made, there remains yet a great deal to be done; 
and if the crown be permitted to recur to 
maxims of law' which prevailed when a system 

D 9 
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of government subsisted very different from tlic 
present, the most arbitrary measures may still 
pjiss for a legal exertion of the royal preroga- 
tive. I am still the king’s liege man, and may 
be sent from one part of the country to the 
other, from the cai'e of my family and affairs, 
and perhaps In my absence a nullum tempus may 
deprive me of my estate. The argument al- 
leged by lawyers in favour of their own rule, 
that no delay shall bar the king’s right, (viz. 
“ because the law intends that the king is al- 
ways busied for the public good, therefore has 
not leisure to assert his right within the times 
limited to subjects,”) will hardly bear a strict 
examination, especially if referred to the present 
establishment. Either it is not well founded in 
fact, or the reasoning on which it depends will 
prove too ^||^ch. It is not true at this day, and 
I doubt whether it ever were true, that the law 
(which is the solemn sense and opinion of the 
people) supposes the king so continually em- 
ployed about public aflairs, as to be entitled to 
an extraordinary indulgence in the neglect of 
those precautions which concern the private 
interests of the crown. li’, indeed, the king 
were supposed to transact and govern the af- 
fairs of the kingf^om in his own person; or if 
h^ iiad not a number of officers whose duty it 
ifi; to take care of and transact every business 
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relative to his private rights, and private pro- 
perty, an indulgence of this nature to a chief 
magistrate, so much employed, and so little as- 
sisted, might not be thought very unreasonable. 
But when, on the one hi^nd, the ministers of 
the crown are alone responsible for the conduct 
of public affairs j and when, on the other, it is 
the business of the treasury, of the exchequer, 
of the land surveyors, and of a multitude of 
other officers to oversee and manage the reve- 
niies and distribution of the crown lands, I 
hold it to be highly unconstitutional as well as 
absurd, to introduce the person of the sovereign 
as claiming an indulgence to himself for neg- 
lects, which are properly the neglects of his 
servants. But admitting the excuse of public 
employment for private negligence to be valid, 
let us see how far it will reach. the sove- 
reign, on account of his high occupations, be 
entitled to sqch a privilege, his ministers cer- 
tainly have a claim to their share of it. The lords, 
who are hereditary counsellors of the crown; 
— ^the judges; — every member of the House 
of Commons, and ambassadors sent abroad, may 
all plead public employment; nor can there 
be any good reason alleged why every officer 
engaged in the public $qrvi|||^, from the high 
chancellor down to the bum-bailiffi, should not 
be allowed his proportion of nullum tcmpu$^ ac- 
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cording to their several ranks, and the time 
they continue in employment. But it were 
endless to refute arguments which have neither 
thith nor meaning. 

The maxim, that nullum tempus occurrit regi, 
if ever, could only be true under the feudal go- 
vernment. It was then a national interest to 
preserve the royal demesne entire, because the 
support of the royal dignity depended upon it. 
The king, out of his revenue, defrayed the ex- 
pence of his family and government, and never 
applied for aids to the people, but upon pretence 
of extraordinary emergencies. By preserving 
this separate property to the king, the people 
in effect preserved their own, and therefore ad- 
mitted without reluctance a maxim introduced 
by the lawyers of the crown, since it tended to 
deter indiv|^als from invading a branch of 
royal revenue, any deficiency in which must 
have been made good out of the public stock. 
Nothing less than a reason of this ptiblic nature 
could have procured submission to a doctrine 
full of hardship and oppression to the subject, 
and wlrich, in favour of the crown, directly 
contradicted those rules oi common law, by 
.which the. possession of property between man 
and man was secjiped. ^ 

-^.^cTo revive and enforce a maxim of this sort, 
when not one of the reasons subsist on which it 
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was originally: founded, when the king’s fany^y 
and govei’nment are supported by a fixed revenue 
of eight hundred thousand pounds raised upon 
the people, is certainly a most upwarrantable 
and a most dangerous attempt. Under the pre- 
sent board of treasury, the reign of Enipson and 
Dudley seems to flourish again j .and where is 
the man who can say his liberty or his property 
is secure to him, if antiquated doctrines and 
obsolete laws may be brought to life at the 
breath of a young, inconsiderate, arbitrary mi- 
nister, and sent abroad to attack every subject 
whom he shall think proper to call an enemy to 
government? A minister capable of recom- 
mending such measures to the crown, calls to 
my mind the idea which our ancestors had of 
some black magician conjuring up infernal spi- 
rits from the depths of the earth g,nd of the sea, 
and letting them loose to the dlUruction of 
mankind. Delusions of this sort have indeed 
been long since exploded j but there are other 
diabolical arts, which certainly do exist, which 
ministers practise, but which I hope will be as 
little able tp maintain themselves against the 
improved understanding and well-directed firm- 
ness of the English nation. 
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LETTER XX. 

For the Public Advertmr. 

23 Aprils 1768 . 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

Is it enough that Abra should be great 
In the voall^ d palace or the rural seat? 

Oh^ no! Jerusalem combined must see 
My open shame and boasted infamy, 

MY LORD, 

Permit me to congratulate your grace 
upon a piece of good fortune which few men, 
of the best established reputation, have been 
able to attain to. The most accomplished per- 
sons have usually some defect, some weakness 
in their characters, which diminishes the lustre 
of their bri^ter qualifications. Tiberius had 
his forms: — Charteris now and then deviated into 
honesty; and even Lord Bute, prefers the sim- 
plicity of seduction to the poignant pleasures 
of a rape. But yours, my lord, is a perfect 
character: through every line of public and 
of private life you are consistent with your- 
self. After doing every thing, in your public 
station^ t^^ .a ministe;if ; might reasonably be 
ashamed of, you hftve determined, with a noble 
spirit of uniformity, to mark your personal his- 
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tory by such strokes as a gentleman, without 
any great disgrace to his assurance, might be 
permitted to blush for. I had already conceived 
a high opinion of your talents and disposition. 
Whether the property of the subject, or the 
general rights of the nation were to be’ invaded; 
or whether you were tired of one lady, and 
chose another for the honourable companion of 
your pleasures ; whether it was a horse-race or 
a hazard-table ; , a noble disreg^d of forms 
seemed to operate through all your conduct. 
But you have exceeded my warmest expecta- 
tions. Highly as I thought of you, your 
grace must pardon ■ me when I confess that 
there was one effort which I did not think you 
equal to. I did not tliinfc you capable of ex- 
hibiting the lovely Thais * at the opera-house, 
of sitting a whole night by her side, of calling 
for her carriage yourself, and of leading her to 
it through a crowd of the first men and women 
in this kingdom. To a mind like yours, my 
lord, such an outrage to your wile, such a 
triumph over decency, such insult to the com- 
pany, must have aftbrded the highest gratifica- 
tion. When all the ordinary- resources of plea- 
sure were exhausted, this I presume was your 
novissima voluptas. It is of a lasting nature, 


* Miss Parsons, afterwards Lady Maynard, edit. 
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my lord, and I dare say will give you as much 
pleasure upon reflection, as it did in the enjoy- 
ment. After so honourable an achievement, 
a poet’s imagination could add but one ray more 
to the lustre of your character. Obtain a di- 
vorce*, marry the lady, and I do not doubt but 
Mr. Bradshaw will be civil enough to give her 
away with an honest, artless smile of approba- 
tion. 


LETTER XXI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 23 April, 1768. 

. If I were to characterize the present 
ministry from any single virtue which shines 
predominant in their administration, I should 
fix upon duplicity as the proper word to ex- 
press it. 

I would not here.be misunderstood: I do 
not by this mean only the little sneaking qua- 
lity, commonly called double-dealing, which 
every petty-fogging rascal may attain to } but 

* The Duke of Grafton was, subsequently to the date 
of this letter, divorced from Miss Liddel, then Duchess of 
Graiflon, and married, not the lady in question, but Miss 
Wrottesley, niece to the Duchesi oif Bedford. See Junius, 
Letter xii. edit. 
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that real duplicity of character which our mini* 
sters have assumed to themselves, by which 
every member of their body acts in two dis- 
tinct capacities, and, Janus-like, bears two faces 
and two tongues, either of which may ^ive the 
lie to the other without danger to his reputa- 
tion. 

This is the present catholic political faith, 
which, unless a man believes, he shall not get 
a place ; and if people would attend to this, 
they would be able to account for many of our 
great men’s actions, which are unaccountable 
any other way. 

By this rule a man may say as a judge, that 
the loss of an Englishman’s liberty for twenty- 
four hours only is grievous beyond estimation; 
and then as a minister may declare, that forty 
days’ tyranny is a trifling burthen, which any 
Englishman may bear *. 

As a member of parliament, a man may give 
his word that a certain bill shall be dropped ; 
and the next day, as a chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, may bring it into the house. 

A first lord of the treasury may declare 
upon his honour that he has no concern in 
India stock ; but there is nothing, in this to 

* In allusion to Lord Camden's Opinion upon the power 
of the crown to suspend an act of parliament. See the 
subject further discussed in Junius, Letter lix. edit. 
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hinder him as a private man from having a 
share with any young lady of vir*tue to the 
amount of £20fiOO. 

In those cases, you See, the duplicity of cha- 
racter in which they act, covers the parties from 
all sort of blame : but I will now do honour to 
the noble duke who, from under the footstool 
of gouty legs *, has crept into the elbow chair, 
who, though green in years, is ripe in devices. 
It is he who has carried this double-faced virtue 
to its greatest pitch. He has not only prac- 
tised it with great success in public affairs, but 
has also lately introduced it into dealings be- 
tween man and man. 

Every body knows the story of nullum tcm~ 
^us, and the application of it to rob the Duke 
of Portland of ^30,000. The Duke of Graf- 
ton (as set forth in a case lately published) 
upon a representation, before any proceedings 
were had in the affair, did actually promise to 
the Duke of Portland, “ That no step should 
be taken towards the decision of the matter in 
question till his grace’s, title should be stated, 
referred to, and reported on, by the proper 
officer, and fully and mat.uroly considered by 
the board ^of treasury.” — Had the Duke of 
Portland been fully apprised of the new doc- 

'' ' ■ ' 


* Lord Chatham’s, edit. 
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trine of the two-fold state of ministers, be 
would have considered this promise (as it was 
really meant) as illusory, and only an expe- 
dient to lull him asleep while the business was 
going on. But his grace, knew no ^more of 
this maxim than if he had been an India di- 
rector, and thought that a promise was a pro- 
mise in whatever character it was given : so 
while he in full confidence was preparing the 
proofs of his right, the affair in dispute was 
given away, and the new grant to Sir James 
Lowther made out, signed, and scaled in the 
treasury without even ** his grace's title being 
stated, referred to, or reported on, by the 
proper officer, or fully and mlturely considered 
by the board.” 

Lest any one should think that I partially 
ascribe this conduct of the .Duke of Grafton 
to my favourite principle of two natures, when 
it oiight to he layed to some other of his 
grace’s virtues, I shall here quote a reply to 
the Duke of Portland's case, lately published 
(as it is said) under the auspices of the trea- 
sury, where this doctrine is defended with 
equal modesty and truth. The writer begins 
by admitting the promise, which he says was 
inadvertently given by the Duke of Grafton j 
but, then he says, “ siirce he was the king’s 
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servant, and had no title to the making this 
promise, he perceived he was not in honour 
bound to adhere to it.” — Now here is a fair 
distinction between the king’s servant and the 
man of honour, a distinction which, I believe, 
few people at present are disposed to deny. 
His grace (who has undoubtedly very delicate 
perceptions) perceived that as a king’s minister 
he was not bound to keep a promise which he 
had made as a private man ; and in this (conti- 
nues the pamphleteer) “ he can be supported 
by the soundest casuists.” — I am not deeply 
read in authors of that professed title, but I 
remember seeing Bassambaum, Saurez, Molina, 
and a score of otifter Jesuitical books, burnt at 
Paris for their sound casuistry by the hands of 
the common hangman. I do not know that 
they have yet found their way to England, un- 
less perchance it be to the library of his Grace 
of Grafton, where they probably stand with the 
chapter of promises dog-eared down for the 
perusal of scrupulous statesmen. 

This doctrine, once fully established, will 
add a great facility to business, and prevent 
unnecessary delays : fOr example — in former 
times a minister would have been exceedingly 
haltered with such a promise as we have here 
ci^: he would have shifted, and delayed, and 
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played the back.gaine to have got rid of it, or 
to reconcile the breach to his conscience and 
reputation : but here you see there was no un- 
necessary delay; the business went on; and he- 
who acknowledged that he had given his word 
in a private capacity, brings the book to prove 
that as a first lord of the treasury “ he was not 
bound to adhere to it," — and this is sound 
casuistry. Thus a man who is dexterous in a 
state legerdemain, may play, his' two characters 
like cups and balls; speak, write, read, lie, 
promise, swear, and you can never catch him 
till the box drop out of his hand. 

I proposed to have made this a complete 
panegyric on the Duke of Gnjaiton ; but I find 
it extremely difficult to draw one character of 
a man that acts in two. If, however, my poor 
attempt towards it should find favour in his 
sight, I hope he will on a future occasion afford 
me the means pf distinguishing between his two 
chai'acters, as Moliere’s ^osia does between the 
two Amphitrions, “ e’est I’Amphitrion chez 
qui Ton dine.” 

BIFRONS. 
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LETTER XXII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 


Nil admtrari. 


6 May, 1768. 

HOB. 


SIR, 

When the advocates of the ministry 
assure us that there never was a set of men 
more careful of' the happiness of his Majesty’s 
subjects, I presume it is Horace’s sense of 
happiness which they would be understood to 
promote. If it be their design to reduce us 
to a state of resignation in which we shall 
wonder at nothing they do, their bitterest ene- 
mies must, confess that their endeavours to 
make us hfppy jiave been no less indefatigable 
than ingenious., By a regular progression from 
surprize to wonder, from wonder to astonish- 
ment, and so on through all the forms of ad- 
miration, they have at last conducted us to 
that philosophical §tate of repose, which may 
set even the. miracles of the present ministry 
at defiance. If the foiK;e of example, beyond 
all ethics, had not made me as callous as a 
shoeing-horn, the contents of Saturday-night’s 
Gazette would, I confess, have made me stare. 
When his Majesty (God bless him!) is in 
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perfect health, to be informed that the first 
session of a new parliament is to be opened 
by commission, is a novelty, which, had I been 
less confirmed in my principles than I am, 
would I own have filled me with a certain por- 
tion of amazement *. That the minister him- 
self should have his reasons for not being very 
desirous to meet a parliament, or that he should 
wish to answer for his conduct by confusion, 
is not so extraordinary; but that he should 
give such advice to a prince, beloved, adored 
by his people, is a step, which, in my present 
condition, does everything but surprize me. Is 
it possible, Mr. Printer, that the ministry should 
not know what sort of interpretation will be 
given to this measure; or did they mean to 
give the finishing stroke to Mr. Wilkes’s tri- 
umph, and to the dishonour which they, and 
they alone, have heaped upon the crown ? I 
• 

* From the London Gazette^ Whitehall^ April 30, It 
being His Majesty’^ royal intention, that the parliament, 
which is summoned to meet on Tuesday the 10th day 
of May next, should then meet and sit ; the King has been 
pleased to direct a commission to pass the great seal, ap- 
pointing and authorizing his royal highness the Duke of 
Gloucester, hi» royal highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
Thomas, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, and other lords, 
to open and hold the said parliament on the said 10th day 
of May next, being the day of the return of the writs of 
summons, edit. 
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protest, Sir, I had very near betrayed my pi-in- 
ciples, and suffered an indecent expression of 
surprize to escape me. At a time when the 
residence of the sovereign was really exposed 
to violence and insult *, these worthy mini- 
sters gallantly retreated from the danger ; but 
now, to make amends for that desertion, they 
affect a care for the king’s security, equally 
ridiculous and disgraceful. What, Sir, is go- 
vernment in their hands really sunk so low 
that they dare not hazard a meeting between 
their sovereign and his parliament? Or are they 
afraid that another language might be held to 
parliament than that which they dictate ; that 
some expression of a just resentment of their 
baseness should escape; or do they acknow- 
ledge to the world their apprehensions of the 
populace? If that be the case, I can only 
say that the infamy of the measure can be 
exceeded by nothing but the yileness of the 
motive. 

These distant hints, I hope, Sir, (as I think 
the ministry do not pique themselves much 
upon steadiness) may appear time enough to 
induce them to recommend a different system, 
more, worthy of the crown, though less wor- 
thy of themselves. 

V c. 

* See note in Vol. 1. p. 126. and Miscellaneous Letters, 
No. XVII. p. 27 . of this vol. edit. 
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LETTER XXIir. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 12 May, 1768. 

I HAVE read in your paper of this day 
a second letter in defence of the conduct of 
the treasury relative to the late extraordinary 
grant. That conduct was a specimen of their 
principles. They have now thought fit to give 
the public a sample of their reasoning. 

Their letter ought to have been (if it had 
been what it pretends to be) an answer to 
the several accusations laid against them in a 
pamphlet, entitled, “ The Duke of Portland's 
Case.” Their answer is an attempt to prove, 
that the Duke of Portland had no right in 
law to those lands, of which he and his family 
have so long, continued ia possession, and 
which have been lately granted by the trea- 
sury to Sir James Lowther, son-in-law to the 
Earl of Bute. 

I do not niean here to make any reply to 
the futile arguments by which the ministers, 
or their advocate, endeavour to establish tliis 
point. Because the point itself is, as they 
know, wholly foreign to the question ; and does 
in no sort concern the public. They shall not 

E 2 
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be permitted to evade in this manner the real 
edge of the charge that lies against them. 

The charge against them is not that they 
have granted to Sir James Lowther an estate, 
which, .in law, is the right of the Duke of 
Portland ; but that they partially, and in many 
parts of the proceeding, surreptitiously, upon 
the bare report of a subordinate officer, with- 
out suffering his vouchers to be examined, 
without hearing council, or allowing time or 
means of defence to the party, or of due in- 
formation to themselves, have violated the 
equitable and presumptive rights of long and 
undisputed possession, for the purposes of 
undue influence at an election, and of paying 
a base court to a clandestine and dangerous 
power. 

This is the charge against them; which 
they have not attempted to answer; which they 
never can answer; and which will fix a brand 
■upon their foreheads, that no sophistry will be 
able to efface, and no veils of ministerial arti- 
fice will be thick enough to conceal, from the 
eyes of an indignant and an injured people. 

The ministers affect to be surprised that 
the writer of the Duke of Portland’s case has 
taken no notice of his grace’s title, and has not 
•<il forth the surveyor-general’s report against 
it : they are at liberty to amuse themselves 
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with such observations. I hope that writer will 
never give them any disturbance in their learned 
pleadings on this subject. He has, I trust, too 
much sense to moot in the public papers the 
legal construction of a clause in a crown grant. 

It is a matter of perfect indifterence to the 
public, whether the grant, for instance, of the 
manor of Dak is sufficient to convey Swak also, 
as its appendant ; or whether Sxvak ought spe- 
cifically to be named. These are not the sort 
of questions with which we are affected : the 
ministers may think it wise, perhaps, to hazard 
the good faith of a crown grant upon such sub- 
tle criticisms. Their operation one way or the 
other (if prescription had not intervened,) 
would not have been a matter greatly to con- 
cern the public : but it does concern the public, 
and in the highest degree, whether long quiet, 
undisputed possession, which is the best of titles 
against the subjeef, shall or sliall not be a title 
at all against the crown? Whether a treasury 
availing itself of a remnant of odious, and for a 
long time inactive barbarism, shall upon points 
of legal subtilty endeavour to shake that title ? 
Whether they shall refuse a search of the only 
material office for settling the doubts that they 
raised ? Whether they shall decline taking the 
opinion of the king’s law servants on such im- 
portant points of law? Whether they shall re- 
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fuse to hear the party by his council? And 
whether without any of those forms, sense of 
justice, and of all decency and candour, they 
shall arm a wealthy and powerful informer with 
a crown, claim to harass and oppress the sub- 
ject. • 

These are the points in the Duke of Port- 
land’s case, in which the public is concerned. 
If no prescription is pleadable against the crown, 
and if the treasury, without hearing, is suffered 
at pleasure to halloo an informer at your estate, 
on the bare report of a surveyor’s duty, their 
own creature : — woe to the property of Eng- 
land ! Remember that almost all that property 
has at one time or other flov-ed from royal 
grants. No possessor, no purchaser, no mort- 
gagee is safe j no further safe than he is covered 
by the act of James the First, which is now 
sought to be converted from a temporary regu- 
lation into a perpetual rule df la,w. 

That truly wise and patriotic bill, which the 
ministerial gentlemen are pleased to term fac- 
tious, was what our ancestors called for, and so 
far as it regarded themselves, obtained, on the 
alarm of just such sort of gfants as this to Sir 
James Lowther. They did not contend that 
the grants should be made, only in cases where 
the crown had a plausible title. No; they 
maintained “ that such titles prior to sixty years 
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should not be set up at all.” They demanded 
that the crown should litigate with the subject 
on the same terras of equity on which the sub- 
jects litigated with one another ; and that sixty 
years of possession should bar a royal as well as 
private claim. • 

They lived, indeed, in an age of extravagant 
prerogative, and they could not obtain this 
right fully for posterity: but they did what they 
could, and secured it for themselves. 1 he ar- 
guments of the ministry are not against the 
Duke of Portland, but against the doctrine of 
prescription itself ; against natural justice ; and 
against the principles of that wise and constitu- 
tional, though (by the misfortune of its time) 
imperfect law, the statute of the 21st of King 
James the first. 

What do we care, whether this dormant and 
antiquated claim of the crown be well or ill 
founded in strict law? I take it for granted, 
that it has no foundation j and make no sort of 
doubt that when it comes to trial, it will appear 
scandalously groundless. Besides the favour- 
able presumption that ought to operate for pos- 
session, the whole conduct of the treasurj^ gives 
me a right to conclude against them, ff they 
were so sure of the validity of their claim, why 
did they not a little discuss the grounds of the 
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surveyor’s report, and order him to produce his 
vouchers ? How could it hurt this or any other 
fair claim (supposing this a fair one,) to have 
the records in his office inspected ? Would a 
fair claim be hurt by having it openly and so- 
lemnly debated by council ? Any set of men 
who have regard even to decorum in their in- 
justice, could never have acted with this bare- 
faced partiality to one person, and with such a 
scandalous spirit of oppression towards another. 

It was in their official capacity they ought 
to have seen the right of the crown to make 
this grant defended, and the right of the Duke 
of Portland examined. They ought to have 
had the king’s council to cover them with their 
opinions and arguments in point of law; and 
not to have first passed the grant without hear- 
ing or examination, and then trusted for their 
apology to a legal discussion argued miserably, 
and without authority, in a cominpn newspaper. 
Their arguments might have been produced 
with some grace and some weight to the public, 
when it was known that they had been officially 
considered, and fairly canvassed among all the 
parties concerned, before the act was done; and 
that these arguments were the grounds of 
their conduct, not excuses for their delinquency. 
Atj^f>resent they can onl)' excite contempt for 
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their weak defence of those actions, whose atro* 
ciousness had before merited the abhorrence of 
all good men. 

VALERIUS. 


LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 19 May, 1768. 

An officer of the guards on whose ve- 
racity I can rely, has informed me, that the 
secretary at war has thought proper to write a 
letter of thanks to the commanding officer of 
the troops lately employed in St. George’s 
Fields*. The substance of it, as well as I can 

* As this letter is frequently alluded to by Junius in 
the course of the present work, we shall here insert a copy 
of it: — 

“SIR, ’ ‘‘ W ar -Office y 11 May, 1768. 

“ Having this day had the honour of mentioning 
to the king the behaviour of the detachments from the se- 
veral battalions of foot-guards which have been lately em- 
ployed in assisting the civil magistrates, and preserving the 
public peace, I have great pleasure in informing you, that 
his Majesty highly approved of the conduct^f both the olfi- 
cers and men, and means that his Majesly^s approbation 
should be communicated to them through you. Employing 
the troops on so disagreeable a service always gives me 
pain ; but the circumstances of the times make it necessary. 
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remember, is rather of an extraordinary nature, 
and I think deserves the attention and consi- 
deration of the public. I understand that his 
lordship thanks them, in the king’s name, for 
their good behaviour, and assures them, that 
his Majesty fiighly appro'oes of their conduct. 
He farther engages his promise, that whatever 
bad consequences may ensue, they may depend 
upon the utmost assistance and support that his 
office can afford them*. Without entering into 

1 am persuaded they see tliat necessity, and will continue, 
as they have done, to perform their duty with alacrity. I 
beg you will be pleased to assure them that eVery possible 
regard shall be shewn to them: their zeal and good behaviour 
upon this occasion deserve it ; and in case any disagreeable 
circumstance should happen in the execution of their duty, 
they shall have every defence and protection that the law 
can authorise, and this office can give. 

** I have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

** Your most obedient, and most 
humble servant, 

“ Barrington.’* 

Field officer in staff waiting for* the 
three regiments of foot-guards. 

Officers for guc.rd on Saturday next, 

Lieut. Col. Groin, &c, &c.” edit. 

* In the r?ot here alluded to, which originated from a 
vast concourse of people assembled together opposite the 
King’s Bench prison, on May JO, in the expectation that 
Wilkes would be liberated fronr. it on this day in order to 
take his seat in parliament (it being the first day of its ses- 
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the evidence on which the coroner’s verdict 
against an oflicer and some soldiei’s of the guards 
was founded, I shall not scruple to say that this 
mention of the King’s name is very improper 
and indecent. The father of his people un- 
doubtedly laments the fatal necessity which has 
occasioned the murder of one of his subjects, 
but cannot be supposed to approve highly of a 
conduct which has had dreadful consequences. 
An event of this shocking nature may admit of 
excuse and mitigation from circumstances of 
necessity, but can never be the object of the 
highest royal approbation ; — much less was it 
proper to signify such strong approbation of a 
conduct which includes a fact still siih jndicey 
and the particulars of which are not yet known 
with any degree of certainty. 

• The secretary at war would have done better 
in confining his letter to the expression of his 
own sentimerjts. What he has said for himself, 
if I am rightly informed, will require more wit 

sion), about fourteen persons were shot and more wounded 
by the precipitate firing of the military. Among the rest 
was a young man of the name of Allen, who had taken no 
part in the tumult, and was slain in an out-house belonging 
to his father (who lived in the neighbourhood,) in the very 
act of imploring mercy of the soldiers who shot him. Some 
of the military more immediately engaged were secured by 
the civil power, and were on the point of taking their trial 
for the murder. And it is to this transaction the letter al- 
ludes. EDIT. 
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than he possesses to defend. For the mere be- 
nefit of the law, I presume, the prisoners will 
hardly thank him. It is a benefit they are enti- 
tled to, and will certainly have whether he and 
his office interfere or not. If he means any thing 
more, let him look to his words. But I hold it 
to be highly unconstitutional as well as illegal, 
*^to promise official si^)port and protection to 
either party in a criminal case wherein the king 
prosecutes for the loss of his subject. There is 
a degree of folly in a minister of the crown 
signing such a letter w’hich looks like infatua- 
tion ; but I hope the court of King’s Bench, or 
some other court, will let him know what the 
law calls abetment and maintenance^ and bring 
him to his senses. 

Yours, 

FIAT JUSTITkA! 


LETTER XXV. 

2'or the Public yldverliser. 

1 Jul^, 1768 . 

TO MASTER HARRY IN BE/ CK-BOV-ALLEY. 

—At / m , simnl ohJigasti 
Perfidum votis caputy enigreiscis 
Atrior muUo, » - 

The moment I heard you had given a 
positive promise to Lord Rockingham in my 
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favour, 1 did you the justice to be satisfied that 
all my hopes and pretensions to succeed Mrs. 
——were at an end. But a second promise, 
which I understand you have lately given to 
another, revives my spirits, and makes me flat- 
ter myself that you mean me no harm. I have 
one chance less against me than I had, for your 
last resolution is certainljlithe one you will not 
abide by; so that at present there is nothing in 
my way but your engagement to Lord Rock- 
ingham, the bad effects of which I shall endea- 
vour to remove by this letter. I feel as strongly 
as you how much it would violate the consist- 
ency of your character to keep your word from 
any motive of probity or good faitli; but if I 
can suggest to you the means of performing 
your first promise to Lord Rockingham, and 
yet continuing as great a rascal as you would 
wish to be, all objections on the score of inte- 
grity will be removed, and you will owe me no 
small obligation into the bargain. You are a 
mere boy, Harry, notwithstanding the down 
upon your chin, and would do well to cultivate 
the friendship of women of experience. With 
all due submission to Miss Nancy’s * personal 
knowledge of the world, I believe she has 
not yet taught you the secret of keeping your 


* Nanejr Parsons, edit. 
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word without hurting your principles. This is 
a science worthy of a superior genius; and 
without a compliment, Harry, you have talents 
to improve it into a system of treachery, which, 
though it may shorten your natural life, will 
make your reputation immortal. 

Ill the first place, I presume, you will have 
no difficulty in brealpng your word with Mrs. 

C y ; the whole distress lies in keeping it 

with your friend the marquis. My advice is, 
therefore, that you should order Mr. Bradshaw 
to write to his lordship, and assure him in the 
civilest terms, that “ circumstances which you 
had not foreseen; — that it was with infinite 
concern ; — that his lordship’s recommendation 
had such weight with you ; — that in any other 
instance ; — that you flattered yourself his lord- 
ship would be candid enough to distinguish be- 
tween the minister and the man ; — but that in 
short you were so unfortunately^ situated, £ c. 
&c. &c.” Mr. Bradshaw’s manner will make 
the message palatable, and it would not be 
amiss if he were to carry it himself. Having 
disengaged yourself from Lord Rockingham, 
you must at the same instant write me a letter 
of congratulation, and desire me to take pos- 
session, immediately. By these expedients you 
will preserve all the duplicity and wayward hu- 
mour of your character; — ^you will have the 
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merit and satisfaction of failing to two people; 
you will confer a favour without obliging any 
body; and your enemies give you credit for a 
conduct equally honourable to your morals and 
your understanding. 

Farewell, Harry, and believe me to be, with 
the most perfect contempt, yours, 

♦ POMONA. 

P. S. If the place is to be given in trust for 
Miss Parsons, I beg leave to withdraw my pre- 
tensions; for I am determined not to suffer a 
woman to be quartered upon me in any shape. 


LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 19 Jtt/y, 1768. 

The spirit which once animated the 
London Gazette seems to have expired with 
the war. The learned compiler of that paper 
was blest with a genius equal to the descrip- 
tion of battles and victories, but could not de- 
scend with ^dignity to the pacific annals of 
domestic economy. While our troops were 
sacrificed abroad, his pen was employed, with 
equal bravery, in murdering our language at 
home. He never lost a consonant from the 
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Elbe to the Weser, or mollified one circum* 
stance in all the guttural pomp of a German 
campaign. But, unfortunately for the world, 
his style perished with his subject, and we see 
him now hardly able to support the fatigue of 
advertising court-mourning, and introducing 
foreign ministers under the auspices of Mr. 
Stephen Cotterel. The gentle slumbers of 
the ministry prevail over the Gazette in which 
their dreams are recorded ; and if ever we see 
the aiitlior betray a sign of life, it is only when 
his principles turn in their sleep. I presume we 

owe the Gazette of last Tuesday* to an insom- 

¥ 

* The following is a copy of the article alluded to : 

“ Whitehall^ 12 July. 

“ Tlie king has been pleased to constitute and appoint 
the lord high chancellor ; the first commissioner of his Ma- 
jesty’s treasury; the lord president of the council; tlie first 
commissioner of the admiralty ; his , Majesty’s principal se- 
cretaries of state ; the chancellor of his Majesty’s exchequer ; 
the lord bishop of London ; and the surveyor and auditor - 
general of all his Majesty’s revenues in America, for the 
time being; together with Soame Jenyns, Edward Eliot, 
George Rice, John Roberts, Jeremiah Dyson, William 
• Fitzherbert, and Thomas Robinson, ^Esqs. to be commis- 
sioners for promoting trade, and for injecting and im- 
proving his Majesty’s plantations in America, and elsewhere. 
And his Majesty has thought fit to direct that Wills, Earl 
of Hillsborough, one of his said principal secretaries of 
state, shall duly attend the meetings of his said commis- 
sioners.” EDIT. 
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mum with which* these gentlemen ate soitic- 
times troubled. The new commission of tra^e’ 
bears aU the in arks of that drowsy wildness 
which '•'posal»sdi8(?^a'' man, when he would fain .go 
to sleep, but 'is so sore all over that, he does 
not know which side to lie upon. One day we 
have a third secretary of state for a new fancy. 
Next day down goes poor Lord Clare (not all 
the softness of his manners nor modest elo- 
quence can save him) and up gets the new se- 
cretary to represent them both. Hence we 
might have expected a pause of a few minutes, 
but these gentlemen are too modest to be satis- 
fied with any thing they do ; and now for mea- 
sures of vigour with a vengeance ! The chief 
ofiicers of the crown, having little else to do, 
are called from...|heir respective departments ; 
the prayers of a reverend prelate are desired ; 
Messieurs Rice, J<(pnings, Fitzherbert, Elliot, 
and Robinson still contribute their mites, and 
Wills Earl of Hillsborough is dulij to attend the 
meetings. The colonies must be ungovernable 
indeed if .such a junto cannot govern them. 
In the last. article the writer of the Gazette is 
particularly fortunate, and avails himself with 
his usual dexterity, of all the advantage of pub- 
lishing nonsense by authority. This due attend^ 
ance will, inean any thing or nothing just as 
the reader chuses. Ry the mark set upon 

VOL. III. ’ F 
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Wills, it should seem that the other (XttnaaM> 
sioners are duly to attend the meetings ; 
or perhaps government, with a laudable cau- 
tion, means to guard against any undue attend^ 
ance of tbe said Wills; they may possibly mean 
that Wills alone shall be a quorum ; or it may 
be but to guess at their meaning is to rea- 

son without data, so I leave it, as they have 
done, to be explained by contingencies. 

After all, Mr. Printer, these are feverish 
symptoms, and look as if the disorder were 
coming to a crisis. Even this last effort is the 
forerunner of their speedy dissolution ; like 

the false ' J--'- — — u-'-i. i- 

itself by 1 


TO MU. WOODFALL. 

SIR, 21 176». 

I COULD not help smiling at your cor- 
respondent C.’s dreaming animadversion, in your 
paper of yesterday, upon the commission of 
the board of trade. He modestly fancies him- 
self awake, while all the ministry are inveloped 

« To this letter was given a sliort answer, which, as it 
produced a reply from Jumus, is here inserted, edit. 
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in darkness and dreams, and, according to him, 
only stir to stir no more. Thus drunkards 
imagine that every body reels, and that the 
world itself is in disorder. 

He owns that his assertions are the result 
of guess, and that his reasonings are without 
the necessary data. He might have spared 
himself that trouble ; every body will tell him 
the same. Vastly displeased with the compiler 
of the Gazette, he drops him to abuse his 
principals ; and because they do not or chuse 
not to furnish his empty brain with chat for 
a day, or with battles, sieges, and victories in 
time of peace, they are therefore doing nothing, 

or at best are but dreaming like himself. 

As he most sagaciously begins without his data, 
so he proceeds (as Mr. Locke says) by seeing 
a little^ perhaps like a man half awake, pre- 
siming a great deal, and then jumping to a con- 
clusion. This, ’it is owned, he has admirably 
well done. He reads in the Gazette, that se- 
veral of the chief officers of the crown, the 
bishop of London, and some others, are ap- 
pointed together with Messieurs Jenyns, Rice, 
Elliot, Fitzherbert, and Robinson (whom he 
very decently and illiberally styles n, junto') to 
be commissioners for trade and plantations, 
and that the Earl of Hillsborough is duly to 
attend their meetings. This throws our gentle-. 

F 2 
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man into a trance (convincing the world that 
his ignorance and insomnia are well blended) 
and, fraught with this intelligence, he avers 
that all these respectable personages are Ttetsi 
commissioners; whereas, in fact, from the ori- 
ginal constitution of the board of trade, they 
have a right to sit there in virtue of their re- 
spective offices, tliough not obliged as Messrs. 
Jenyns, &c. to a due and constant attendance. 
In every new commission of the board of trade 
these officers for the time being are inserted 
at length ; and at the same time, on account 
of their other public avocations, theyare therein 
released from the obligation of continually sit- 
ting at that board. As the business of the 
colonies has of late years much increased, it 
was judged necessary by the crown to appoint 
one other principal secretary of state for the 
transaction of colony affairs, which are daily in- 
creasing in their importance to this kingdom ; 
and, perhaps, the noble lord, who is chosen to 
this direction, and whose masterly abilities are 
the object of your correspondent’s invidious 
scurrility, is the only man of rank adequate 
to this arduous task in the present crisis. His 
lordship is also to preside at the board of trade, 
for the facility and dispatch of business, and 
will thereby save the government (as he has 
no salary) the expence of a first commissioner. 
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He ia dvljf to attend the meetings of that board, 
which cannot, as Mr. C. would •msely obtrude 
upon the public judgment, mean any thing or 
nothing at pleasure ; for when there are no 
meetings his lordship cannot attend, but when 
there are it is his duty. This, every man who 
is awake can understand ; but as for such 
dreamers as good Master C. I wish they might 
sleep more soundly till the patriotism they at- 
tack is extinguished; and then I believe the 
world will not be much disturbed with the im- 
pertinent visions of such unquiet repose. 

INSOMNIS. 


LETTER XXVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 23 Julyy 1768. 

I AM willing to join issue with your 
correspondent Jnsomnis, that one of us is fast 
asleep, and submit to be tried by a jury of 
plain Englishmen, who may be supposed to 
understand their own language. If their ver- 
dict be given against him, all I desire is that 
you will not expose his infirmity to the pub- 
lic, or sufier him to say things in his sleep, 
which his modesty will blush for when he 
wakes. 
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In the first place, I never averred that they 
were all new commissioners, though I spoke of 
a tiew commission. Is it possible for a man to 
be awake and not distinguish between . these 
expressions? But now for a curious discovery: 
the great officers of state, it seems, are bound 
and released by one and the same act; that 
is, they are bound to the public, and released 
in private. They figure away as men of bu- 
siness in the Gazette, yet by a secret stipula- 
tion are relieved from the trouble of attend- 
ance. If Malagrida had any interest with the 
present ministry, I sliould have no doubt that 
this was one of his subtle contrivances. An 
ostensible engagement, with a mental resei’va- 
tion, is the first principle of the morale re- 
lachec professed and inculcated by the society 
of Jesus. 

Now, Sir, observe how carefully the ex- 
ample is adapted to the doctrine. The state 
of the colonies evidently demanded some ex- 
traordinary measures of wisdom and of vigour, 
A pompous list of names is held forth to the 
public, as if the ministry were roused by the 
importance and difficult} of the present coni’ 
juncture, and were determined to face it with 
their whole strength and abilities. Such was 
the appearance which the new commission was 
intended to convey, and in this light I am 
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veiy sure it was received by tlie public: yet 
Jnsomnis is so candid as to tell us, that tlie 
ministry meant no such thing; and I believe 
him very sincerely. A council is instituted 
which is never to sit, and commissioners are 
appointed on condition they shall never attend: 
a common way of throwing dust into the eyes 
of the public, and frequently practised with 
success : but I believe it is rather uncommon 
for a ministerial advocate to make so early 
and frank a confession of truths, which, though 
they may answer other purposes, will do his 
patrons but little honour in point of credit and 
veracity. 

“ Go to, go to, you have known what yon should not." 

A man who talks in his sleep is not fit for 
a confidential secretary, at least to a ministry, 
who have so many secrets to conceal. 

If the duplicity of this contrivance had con- 
ceited themselves alone, I should have been 
contented with comparing it witli tlie rest of 
their conduct, and thought no more of it. But 
I own it fills me with indignation to see the 
name of a reverend prelate so indecently treatetk 
The respect due to his personal cliaracter, if 
not the sanctity of his station, should have 
preserved him from so gross an outrage. 'I’o 
see a prelate of the first rank mixed in a low 
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Jesuitical farce of imposing upon the public 
with a great council, when no such matter* is 
intended ! — Seriously, Sir, I should not be sur- 
prised if his lordship were to prosecute the 
writer of the Gazette for a libel. For my own 
part. Sir", I would rather see my name adver- 
tised among a company of buffoons at Bartlemy 
fair, than prostituted in a ministerial junto, to 
deceive and to cheat my country. A farce 
upon the stage may amuse at least, if not in- 
struct, but ministerial farces are too dull to 
please, and seldom conclude without mischief 
to the audience. 

I admit one proposition gravely advanced 
by Tnsomnis, “ that when there are no meet- 
ings Lord Hillsborough cannot attend them 
but I am not quite so clear about the article of 
expense. The salary of a first commissioner 
of trade, at three thousand pounds a year, is 
saved by appointing a third secretary of state 
at six or seven, besides all the expense of a 
new office. But Imomnis unfortunately forgets 
that if Mr. Thomas Townsend, contrary to 
all expectation, had not refused the vice-trea- 
surership (because the offer of it was attended 
with an insult) there would have been no room 
to provide for Lord Clare, consequently he 
must have remained first commissioner of trade, 
and all this charming plan of economy, facility. 
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and dispatch, must have waited till another 
opportunity. 

And now, Mr. Insomnis, I shall leave you 
to your repose. Your patrons indeed may 
turn, and turn, and get no rest ; but what occa- 
sion is there for your sitting up to watch them? 

Thouy quiet soul^ sleep thou a quiet sleep. 

Above all things let me recommend it to 
you, never to pretend to be awake for the fu- 
ture. Your eyes and ears, perhaps, are open, 
but their sense is shut, and really it is not very 
polite of you to come into company in your 
-cap. 

0 • 



LETTER XXIX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SIR, July, 

It is not many months since* you 
gave me an opportunity of demonstrating to 
the nation, as far as rational inference and pro- 
bability could extend, that the hopes which 
some men seemed to entertain, or to profess at 
least, wit 4 )rregard to America, were without a 

* Sec Miscellaneous Letter, No. x. Dec. 19, 1767. edit. 
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shadow of foundation. They seemed to fatter 
themselves that the contest with tlie colonies* 
like a disagreeable question in the House of 
Commons, might be put off’ to a long day, and 
provided they coidd get rid of it for the present, 
they thought it beneatli them to consult either 
their own reputation or the true interests of 
their country. But whatever were their views or 
expectations, whetlier it was the mei’C enmity 
of party, or the real persuasion that they had 
but a little time to live in office *, every cir- 
cumstance which I then foretold is confirmed 
by experience. The conduct of the king’s ser- 
vants in relation to America since the altera- 
tion in 1765, never had a reasonable argument 
to defend it, and the chapter of accidents which 
they implicitly rclicil on, has not produced a 
single casualty in their favour. At a crisis like 
this. Sir, I shall not be very solicitous about 
those idle forms of respect, which men in office 
think due to their characters and station; nei- 
ther will I descend to a language beneath the 
importance of the subject I write on. When 
the fate of Great Britain is thrown upon the 
hazard of a die, by a weaK, distracted, worth- 
less ministry, an honest man will always express 

The Rockingham admir istration, which lasted from 
July 10, 17(>5, to July 30, 1/66. edit. 
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all the iadiga»tion he feels. This is not a mo- 
ment for preserving forms, anti the ministry 
must know that tlie language of reproaeh and 
contempt is now the universal language of the 
nation. 

We find ourselves at last reduced to the 
dreadful alternative of cither making war upon 
our colonies, or of suffering them to erect them- 
selves into inde2)endant states. It is not that I 
hesitate now upon the choice we arc to make. 
Every thing must be hazarded. Ihit what in- 
famy, what jiLinishment do those men deserve, 
whose folly or whose treachery hath reduced us 
to this state, in which we can neither give up 
the cause without a certainty of ruin, nor main- 
tain it without such a struggle as must shake 
the empire ? If they had the most distant j)re- 
tence for saying that the present conjuncture 
has arisen suddenly, that it was not foreseen 
and could not be provided for, we should only 
have reason to lament that our affairs were com- 
mitted to such ignorance and blindness. But 
when they have had every notice that it was 
possible to receive, when the j)roceedings of the 
colonies have for a considerable time been not 
less notorious than alarming, what apology have 
they left ? Upon what principle will they now 
defend themselves ? From the first appearance 
of that rebellious spirit which has spread itself 
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all over the colonies, the chief members of- the 
present ministry were the declared advocates of 
America. Every art of palliation, of conceal- 
ment, and even of justification, was made -use 
of in favour of that country against Great Bri- 
tain. Some there were who did not even 
scruple to pledge themselves for the future 
submission and loyalty of the colonies. Every 
principle of government was subverted, and 
such absurdities maintained as common sense 
should blush for. When all the argument 
failed, and when the proceedings of the colonies 
gave the lie to every declaration made for them 
by their patrons here, still the ministry thought 
it not too late for further temporizing and de- 
lay. Even after the combination at Boston 
they would not suffer parliament to be informed 
of the real state of things in that province. 
They endeavoured to conceal the most atrocious 
circumstances, and what they could not con- 
ceal they justified. Mr. Conway* since last 
December has, in the face of the House of 
Commons, defended the resistance of the colo- 
nies upon what he called revolution principles; 
and when a paper, printed at Boston, was of- 
fered to the House, as containing matter of the 


* Mr. Conway moved tiie repeal of Mr. Grenville’s 
Stamp Act and introduced the Declaratory Act. edit. 
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highest importance for the information of par- 
liament, the ministry would not suffer it to be 
read because they knew it would be found too 
bad to be passed over. 

If we look for their motives we shall find 
them such as weak and interested men usually 
act upon. They were weak enough to hope 
that the crisis of Great Britain and America 
would be reserved for their successors in office, 
and they were determined to hazard even the 
ruin of their country, rather than furnish the 
man* whom they feared and hated with the 
melancholy triumph of having truly foretold the 
consequences of their own misconduct. But 
this, such as it is, the triumph of a heart that 
bleeds at every vein, they cannot deprive him 
of. They dreaded the acknowledgment of his 
superiority over them, and the loss of their own 
authority and credit, more than the rebellion of 
near half the empire against the supreme legis- 
lature. On this patriotic principle they exerted 
their utmost efforts to defer the decision of this 
great national cause till the last possible mo- 
ment. The timidity, weakness, and distraction 
of government at home gave spirits, strength, 
and union to the colonies, and the ministry 
seemed determined to wait for a declaration of 


* George Grenville, edit. 
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war with our natural enemy, before they at- 
tempted to suppress the rebellion of our natural 
subjects. At last, however, they are coibpelled 
to take a resolution which ought to have been 
taken many months ago, and might then have 
been pursued with honour to themselves, and 
safety to this country. How they will support 
it is uncertain. A resolution, adopted by a small 
majority in. a divided council, can be but littfo 
depended on. It must want the first strength 
of union, and wliat effect can we hope for even 
from a vigorous measure, when the execution 
of it is committed, most probably, to one of the 
persons who have professed themselves the pa- 
trons of lenient moderate measures, until the 
very name of lenity and moderation became 
ridiculous.'’ They will execute by halves; they 
will temporize and look out for expedients; 
they will increase the mischief ; they will defer 
the stroke until we are actually, involved in a 
war with France; and when they have made 
the game desperate, they will resign their 
places, to save themselves, if possible, from the 
resentment of their countrv. 

In this situation I am rather afflicted than 
surprised at the shock which public credit has 
just received. The weight of the funds is of 
itself sufficient to press tlicm down. How then 
should it be possible for them to stand against 
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evils which separately might overturn the most 
flourishing state, and which are fatally at tliis 
moment united against Great Britain. The 
rebellion of her subjects ; the too probable ap- 
prehension of a foreign war ; and a weak dis- 
tracted administration at home. Yet, Sir, I 
hope there is still blood enough in our veins to 
make a noble stand even against these compli-' 
cated mischiefs. Far from despairing of the 
republic, .! know we have great resources left, 
if they are not lost or betrayed. A firm united 
administration with the uniform direction of 
one man of wisdom and spirit, may yet preserve 
the state. It is impossible to conceal from our- 
selves, that we are at this moment on the brink 
of a dreadful precipice; the question is, whether 
we shall still submit to be guided by the hand 
which hath driven us to it, or whether we shall 
follow the patriot voice which has not ceased to 
warn us of oub dangers, and which would still 
declare the way to safety and to honour*. 

• Mr. G. Grenville’s. See this subject further continued 
in Miscellaneous Letter, No. xxzi. edit. 
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I^feTTER XXX.' 

TflE PJtlNTfift OP THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

^ ^ Sl^ 5 Jugutt, 176s. 

> . Ah DRinerited outrage offered to a 

]|reat or good^man naturally excites some emo< 
jdiqins of i^s^ntmeat even in hearts that have the 
least este^^ij^yirtuOii At particular moments 
the w<^t of men forget their principles, and 
pay to i^erjor v^prth an involuntary tribute of 
sympatl^t^r ap{&use» We ought to think well 
human ntturcnWhen we see how frequently 
Jthe most profligate minds are generous without 
reflection. But if a case should happen, wherein 
a character not merely of private virtue but of 
public merit receives an insult equdly indecent 
and ungrateful,' this common concern is in- 
Cteased by that share of intere|t which every 
man clainla;;t0, himself in the public wel&re. A 
govemmenb''diuimeless or ill*advised enough to 
treat with disregard the obligation due to pub- 
lip services, not only .sets a most pernicious ex- 
ample to its suli^ectSi but dbes a flagrant injury 
to socmiy, wl^lch every member of it ought to 
Pesent. - Rf^Ptions such as these crowded upon 
^lUlmind the moment that I heard that the late 
(Commander in bhief in America had been dis- 
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missed without ceremony from his government 
of Virginia. I was grieved to see such a man 
so treated, but when I considered this step as 
an omen of. tiie real resolution of the ministry 
with respect to America, I forgot, as he himself 
will do, the private injury, and lamented no- 
thing but the public misfortune. At a time 
when the most backward pf the king’s servants 
have been compelled to acknowledge -the ne- 
cessity of vigorous measures, when these mea- 
sures are held out to the nation with a declara- 
toi’y assurance that now at,. last •we are deter- 
minedi the resolution to, deprive Sir Jeffery 
Amherst of his post in America cannot but be 
received as a direct contradiction to all those 
professions. If they had sincerely meant to do 
their duty to thei^ country j if they had really 
adopted measures of vigour, and wished to 
carry them into execution, instead of depriving 
him of his po§t, they would have solicited him 
to return to America, and take upon him the 
conduct of those measures. His prudence and 
moderation are as well known as his spirit and 
firmness, and who will dare to say that he would 
have refused an employment which the service 
of his king and country called upon him to ac- 
cept? He went to America in circumstances 
as little favourable as the present ; he met an 
enemy at all times formidable, and at that junc- 

VOL. in. G 
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ture strengthened by success. He conquered 
that enemy, and united the dominion of the 
whole continent to Great Britain. In every 
light be was the man to have been chosen; if 
the ministry had really meant to execute their 
own resolution with vigour. But if it be their 
desigfn to surrender every point to America, 
they could not have acted more consistently 
with such a plan, than by dismissing Sir Jeffery 
Amherst from his post, and appointing Lord 
Boutetort to succeed him. No collusive bar- 
gain could have been made with the former, 
nor any base unworthy compliances expected 
from him. He had honour, as much as any 
man, to lose, nor even felt the necessity of re- 
pairing a broken for un€. Had he been en- 
trusted with a command upon this important 
occasion, he would have executed the declared, 
not the secret,'^paipo3e of the administration. 
With such a character it is easy tp see how unfit 
he was to be trusted with the conduct of mea- 
sures destinM' to perish at their birth. But 
although he might hot be entitled to the confi- 
dence of the king’s servants, in what instance 
has he deserved suidi ungrateful treatment? 
Could they, find no other man to mark out to 
the public as an objpet of slight and disrespect? 
^idd the wantonness of their power find no 
other way of providing for aneedy dependant? 
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Surely, Sir, tbe choice was at least injudicious; 
Lord Hillsborough might have found some 
more honourable method of distinguishing his 
entrance into administration; nor do I think it 
a very favourable omen to Lord Boutetort, that 
his patrons have fixed upon Virginia as a retreat 
for his distresses. Seven years are too many to 
spare out of a life of sixty, to say nothing of 
the rarity of a man’s returning from that coun- 
try and surviving the next sessions. 

L.L. 


LETTER xkXl. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, , 6 4*tgust, 1768. 

Whether it be matter of honour or 

A ^ 

reproach, it is at least a singular circumstance, 
that whoever is hardy enough to maidtain the 
cause of Great Britain against sulljecte who dis- 
own her authority, or to r;^se his, voice in de- 
fence of the laws and constitutionals immediate- 
ly pointed out to the public for Mr. Grenville’s 
friend. From such language, one would think 
that the order of things was inverted, and that 
conspiracy had changed its nature.. ISfr. Gren- 
ville and his friends it.seepis are suspected pf 
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some dangerous designs, not to destroy but to 
preserve the laws and constitution of their 
country. This is certainly a reproach of the 
latest invention. I know there are men whose 
characters are safe against suspicions of this 
sort, and who form their friendships upon other 
more useful maxims. But whether it be owing 
to the weakness of his understanding or to the 
simplicity of his heart, that he -pursues a con- 
duct so useless to himself and so suspicious to 
the administration, it is surely a pardonable 
error, and what ah Englishman may yet forgive. 
It is true-he professes doctrines which would be 
treason in America, but, in England at least, 
he. has the laws of his side, and if it be a crime 
to support the supremacy of the British legisla- 
ture, the sovereign, the lords and commons 
are as guilty as he is. The ministry indeed 
haye no^share in the charge, and it would be 
uncandid not to confess that t^ieir regard for 
the honaur .and interest of this country is upon 
the same level \vith their friendship for Mr. 
Grenville. 

For my own part, whatever your corre- 
spondents Moderator and Tandem may think 
4>f me,. I shall content myself with some interior 
feelings which I fancy they are not much ac- 
quainted with} nor will ! perplex them with a 
'^(iiguage they are incapable of understanding. 
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Wliether I ajh determined by motives which an 
honest man might profess, or by such as those 
gentlemen usually act upon, is a point that will 
not admit -of demonstration. 1 shall therefore 
leave their principles out of the question, and 
try what their arguments amount to. 

Moderator, and I are, for the most part, 
agreed. He allows “ that government is sunk 
into a contemptible state ; that their measures 
have failed of success, and is convinced that if 
the reverse had been practised, the mischief 
had been avoided.” What conclusion his un- 
derstanding will draw from these premises, I 
do not know; but I think the most violent 
enemy of the present administration could not 
have argued more strongly for a change of hands 
and a change of measures. 

The author of the second letter finding no- 
thing that will answer his purpose in •^e present 
state of things, is obliged to carry us back to 
the original question of the right and expediency 
of taxing America. I shall not enter into the 
question of right, because it has been already 
determined by the legislature, to which an En- 
glishman still owes some degree of submission. 
For the matter of expediency, an advocate for 
the present ministry seems to me to arraign his 
patrons when he argues against it. One part 
of them uniformly concurred with Mr. Gren- 
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ville in fonniiig the stamp act, and in opposing 
the* repeal of it. The other, to serve the pur- 
poses of party,’ repealed that act, yet shewed by 
their conduct that they approved of the equit- 
able principle on which it was founded, that 
America should contribute a little to the sup- 
port of the public expense. The repeal of the 
stamp act has been followed by other acts more 
offensive to the colonies, more directly exerting 
the right of taxation, and which will hardly be 
executed without some extraordinary efforts on 
the part of government. Was the act for sus- 
pending^ the assembly of New York recom- 
mended by Mr. Grenville ? Or was it he who 
advised the dutms on paper, glass, &c. import- 
ed into the colonies ? No, Sir, his successors 
have paid him the highest compliment by imi- 
tating the system which they had affected to 
condemn } and. in fact they have carried his 
principles farther than he did, or, probably than 
he Would have carried them. But it is the na- 
tural defect of a weak divided administration, 
that they can neither resolve with moderation 
nor execute with firmnisp 

As to the questions which your last corre- 
spondent puts to me, with a sort of heat and 
petulance ndt very decent, one plain answer 
believe, be sufficient. If the pretensions 
the colonies had not been abetted by some- 
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thing worse than a faction here, the stamp act 
would have executed itself. Every clause of it 
was so full and explic^ that it panted no farther 
instruction ; . nor was it of that nature that re- 
quired a military hand to carry it into execu- 
tion. For the truth of this answer I am ready 
to appeal even to the Americans themselves. 
As to the merit of having foreseen the unavoid- 
able consequences of an inconsistent irresolute 
system of measures, 1 shall place it as low as 
your correspondent can desire. Even he might 
have foreseen what has happened without wait- 
ing for the event. But to foretel those conse- 
quences; — to speak truth to this nation; — ^to 
warn even an adversary of .his danger; to per- 
severe in this upright manly conduct, is indeed 
a merit of another sort, and reserved for other 
vii'tues*. 

* The following letter from Mr. Grenville to Mr, 
Knox, formerly under secretary of itate to Lord Htllsbo* 
rough, is extracted from the second volume 9#^ a small work 
published by Mr. Knox, entitled ** Extra OiUcial State Pa- 
pers,’* and is here copied to give the reader an ideo of the 
political sentiments entertained by Mr. Grenville with re« 
spect to America, as developed by hunaelfin his private cor- 
respondence with this gentleman. 

DEAR SIR, WooltOHf 28 August^ 1768. 

The account which you gave to me in your letter 
of the 23d of this month, of the late transactions at Boston^ 
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Your correspondent confesses that Mr. Gren- 
ville is still ’respectable; yet he warns the friends 

aeems so natural a consequence of the measures takon in 
Qreat Britain, and the state and temper of the government 
here, that whatever degree of concern it may give me, I 
cannot feel the least surprize at it. If the eyes of those who 
are most interested in this most unhappjr situation had been 
sooner Opened to the most obvious truths, o^any mischiefs 
might have been prevented; if tl^e authentic proofs which 
they have now received of what has happened, is not suffi- 
cient to convince them, I will venture to foretel without a 
spirit of prophecy, greater calamities •aoill^ uohen it is too late^ 
rouse them and the tvhole kingdom from the lethargy^ as to all 
public measures^ into ixihich they have been plunged, I have 
long feared that the conduct holden in Great Britain •woidd 
encourage and delude the subjects of Americoy till they mould 
cqme to extremities tj' one kindy mhich mould too probably end 
in extremities on the other side, I may appeal to you as a 
private man, and as a member of parliament, to my public 
declarationgji^that my opinions upon this subject have ever 
been uniformly the same. They will still continue to be so, 
until 1 see much better reasons for changing them, than any 
which I have yet heard. What prospect'there can now be 
that they wiM be'attended with success, 1 cannot pretend to 
answer ; but if there is no plan formed upon the sound prin- 
ciples of . this constitution, supported both by firmness and 
temper, 1 can answer, that gopd success in the present 
difficult situation, can arise from ope desultory measure after 
another. The respect and affection of its subjects is the 
basis on which every wise government must be founded; 
but if that foundation has been once overturned, it is not the 
of a day to temper the materials, ao as to unite and 
^^ild them, esp^ially if the workmen shall be daily 
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of that gentleman not to provoke him, lest he 
should tell them what they may not like ta 
hear. These are but words. He means as 
little when he threatens as when he condescends 
to applaud. Let us meet upon the fair ground 
of truth, and if he finds one vulnerable ^art 
in Mr. Grenville’s character, let hm fix his 
poisoned arrow there. 


LETTER XXXII. 

TO THE PUINTEE OF THE PUBEIC ADVEETTSER. 

SIR, ^10 August, 1768. 

Youe new correspondent Virginius 
might have saved himself the trouble of dating 
his letter from the Carolina coffee-house. We 
are a little better acquainted than hl^'imagines 
with the style of the secretary of state’s office, 
as well as with the facts respecting Sir Jeffery 
Amherst’s dismission. When he calls Lord 
Boutetort the best of men, I suppose he means 
the best of courtiers. If bowing low and carry- 
ing the sword of state constitute merit and 

changed, and each work by a different rule and line from 
that of his predecessor. 

I &c. 

GEO. GRENVILLE. 
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services, 1 confess there are few men to whom 
government is more indebted than to his lord* 
ship. As to those insinuations which Virgimus 
calls malevolent, it would have answered his 
purpose a little better if he could have proved 
them felse. Why does he not i Because they 
are not only true, but notoriously true. What 
say you to the copper mines, Virginius? I 
fancy his lordship would not have beeni so fond 
of residing in Virginia, if he could have con* 
tinned to reside here either with safety or con* 
venience. Reflections on characteis merely 
private ought I own to be discouraged. 'But 
let it be remembered that this courtier might 
have lived and died in obscurity if he had not 
forced himself into the public notice, by rob- 
bing another man of an appointment, expressly 
given hi^ 4n reward £>r the most honourable 
national services. The discontent of the pro- 
vince of Virginia at being governed by a lieu* 
tenant-goyemor^nstead of a governor is a mere 
fiction trumped xpp by Lord Hillsborough and 
his secretary tO' ferve this dirty purpose ; it 
was never heard of b^re,fand if Sir Jeffery 
Amherst was really desired to repair to his go- 
vemmeni^ it was not only a most scandalous 
breach of conditions with himy but a most im* 
pudrnit mockery* Lord Ifillsborough knew it 
was impossilde'^he coold return to America to 
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be tinder the command of General' Gage, and 
that therefore he might put the alternative to 
him with safety. By this farce Lord Hillsbo- 
rough thought he could throw a colour upon 
the matter, and that the nation would be misled 
by it. What a poor contemptible artidce! Thus 
it usually happens with bunglers. They can- 
not even be mischievous with dexterity, nor 
do a public injury without insulting the public 
understanding. 

LUCIUS. 


LETTER XXXIII. ^ 

* 

TO THE iraiNTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 19 August 1768 . 

The greatest ^part nof my property 
having been invested in the fimds, I could 
not help paying some attention to ^mours or 
events, by which my fortune n|^y be affected : 
yet I never lay in wait to ad^tage of 
a sudden fluctuation, much less would 1 make 
myself a bubble to bulls and bears, or a dupe 
to the pernicious arts pract^bd in' the alley. 
I thought a prudent man, who had any thing 
to lose, and really meant to do the best for 
himself and his famUy, ought to consider of 
the state of things at ittfge, oib the prospect 
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before himv and the probability of particular 
events. A letter which appeared some days ago 
in the Public Advertiser, revived many serious 
reflections of this sort in my mind, because it 
seemed to be written with candour and judg> 
ment. The effect of those reflections was, that 
I did not hesitate to alter the situation of my 
property. , I owe my thanks to that writer that 
I am safely landed from a troubled ocean of 
fear and anxiety, on which I think I never 
will venture my fortune and my happiness again. 
Perhaps it may not be useless to individuals tq 
see the motives on which I have acted. 

In the first^place, I consider this country 
as in a situation the like of which it never ex- 
perienced before, but which the greatest em- 
pires have experienced in their turn. The suc- 
cesses of the late war had placed us at the 
highest pinnacle of military glory. Every ex- 
ternal cir(;umstance seemed to contribute to 
our prosperity j^e most formidable of our ene- 
mies were redu^d, and commerce had pro- 
mise^^o increase with the extent of our do- 
minion. But at this point d fear we met with 
our m plus ultra. * The greatness of a kingdom, 
cannot long be stationary. That of Great 
Britgln carried in itself an interior principle 
of ^weakness and decay. *^Vhile the war con- 
tinued, our superiority at sea gave us an exclu- 
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sive commerce with the richest quarters of the 
world, and supplied us with wealth to support 
such efforts as no nation ever made ^efore. 
But when the conclusion of peace had restored 
our rivals to the enjoyment of their former 
trade, the very efforts which had maintained 
the war, rendered it impossible for us to meet 
those rivals upon equal terms in foreign markets. 
The national debt had risen to -a point so far 
beyond the reach of economical speculations, 
that the diminution of the principal almost 
ceased to be a question, and the ministry found 
difficulty enough in providing f&Uds for pay- 
ment of the interest. Here thOn we find an 
interior principle of decay* *the operation of 
which is not less certain than f^tal. The in- 
crease of your debt requires a , proportionate 
increase of trade, at thO saifie time that it not 
only prevents that increase, but operates in the 
contrary direction. A newspaper will not ad- 
mit of such a deduction, dr I would undertake 
to demonstrate, that all the 'profitable part of 
our foreign trade is lost, anefthat in what re- 
mains the balance is considerably against us. 
But the fact iamotorious. (The situation of our 
£ast-lndla trade is so far altered for the better, 
that we do not send such quantities of bullion 
as heretofore to China, and indeed we have it 
not to send. Yet the resources of this trade 
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are at the best but precarious: nor is the 
balance of it even now clearly in our favour. 
*A shij^e defeat in India (an event not quite 
out of the limits of possibility) would go near 
to annihilate the company. But it was in the 
ocdonies that our best and surest hopes were 
founded. Their exclusive commerce would 
have suppdfted our home manufactures, when 
other marketb' &>iled, and rewarded us in some 
measure for that security and extent of domi- 
nion which the Blood and treasure of this 
country had pWchased for them. Here too 
our most teKsonable expectaticms are disap- 
pointed. Not only the merchant who gives 
credit on the security of personal good faith is 
ruined by it, but, in a public view, the sum of 
the debts of ^^Kidduals is held out in terrorem 
to awe us into Hr compliance with pretensions 
which shake the foundation of our political ex- 
istence. We shsdl be woefully deceived if we 
fbrm our calculationIjP'of the real state of trade, 
on the* large^cd^m^lsions, long credit, or ex- 
tensive enterpriSieif M particular merchants. 
The commercial’ proi^flty df a nation depends 
upon the certainty of the return, not on the 
magnitude of the venture. As^things are now 
managed ill the city, the ..greatest house falls 
first, and draws with it the ruin of a multitude 
of little ones'. Next to the parties immediately 
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concerned, the public creditors will be the first 
to feel the consequences of this ruinous system. 
The funds allotted for their security, depend 
chiefly upon the produce of the customs; these 
depend upon your trade, and it requires no pro- 
phet to foretell, that a false and ruinous system 
of trade cannot long be maintained. It begins 
with private beggary, and en^ in public ruin. 1 
do not pretend to say that the landholder will 
be quite at his ease, when public credit is shaken. 
But his at least is a solid security; the other a 
mere bubble, which the' first rude breath of ill- 
fortune or of danger may reduce td^othing. 

I wish it could be proved^ that any one cir- 
cumstance in this representation is false or ex- 
aggerated. On the other hand, if it be true, 
the concealment, of a momd^t 
signifies nothing. It is agteod on all hands, 
that we are in no condition to me^ a war. Our 
enemies know and presume upon it. The ex- 
perience of many centurie^^sufliciently proves, 
that their natural restlessnli^ ^ilL not long per- 
mit them to observe tbe cpngditiona of any 
peace. At present they hav^^bther additional 
motives to draw them into kcnin?. The articles 
of the last pea^ dishonoured .them in the eyes 
of Europe. N^ssity alone compelled them to 
submit to it. As long as the necessity subsists, 
the peace will be maintained. In the mean 
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time) they hazard such strokes as would be a 
just foundation of a war, if we had strength or 
spirits to renew it. Dunkirk remains underao- 
lished, and Corsica* is added to the dominion 
'of France. They know the miserable state of 
our finances, the distraction and weakness of 
our government, and above all, the alarming 
differences which threaten a rupture with our 
colonies.' To suppose that they will not take 
advantage, of these circumstances, is supposing 
that a few years have changed the stamina of a 
French constitution. On the other hand, to 
say that thlfy are as little in a condition to make 
war as ourselves is mere trifling. Their enter- 
prizes prove the contrary. Their finances are 
upon a much better footing than ours, and at 
the worst, ® remedy, which a British 

parliament will never make use of, but in the 
last extremity. The French apply it without 
scruple, and, as far as I can qbserve, without 
any bad effect to themselves. In short, they 
consider our wel^ess more than their own 
strength, in adherence to their old policy, qiie 
lajoiblesse de Penfteff^aH tiotre p'opre force. 

A prudent man,^ M^hose property is in the 

* JuHfUS, letter^ iii. and xii. in which the subject 
is again mentioned by the anchor and explained in the notes. 

EDIT. 
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funds, vrg^uld do.DKfU io, 
tjiis representation. ;^Jutt(,jeKinriitp« 2 l|wi 
;ff]^,the 8%htest rumour 
America robSyhin<of £>nr or fivo,per^t|^|KKn 
his capi^, when worse Jhews friom. 
is expected eveiy hour,, and wheQ 4 b«#% 0 CtSK 
tion of a fivc^ wari is fbnndo^ ^Vid 

reasoning stro^ enough to eons^ut$ the chN^j^ 
est moral , certainty ^ To 
has hitherto passed safely ^hisoi^^the fiery tfuil 
of war and rebellion, proves ; ^No con- 

clusion can, be dhawn.hron^ajidebt ^y-»bc 
millions, which it stoo<| &e pzio- 

sent debt .of ope hundred,. m^liona 

At that time our resoi9itd|*4^^ h^dly Itaowo, 
at this period they are Sipd exhausted. We 
are arrived at that point wl^||il^^^]|a/either 
produce nothing, or defehi^l^ ol^^d^es, and 
when n^w duties only 

yet these are the times, S^when' ^W^y ignorant 
boy thinks himsdf ^ to^ a iniifieter*. In- 
stead attendance to .O^^ts o^^atipidpl im- 
portance, our worthy^ i^a^i^ted 

to divide their titpe 

and ministerial intrig^esi stetiyity is just 

equal to the (M^rseeulton o^'^'^Masoner in the 

* Tiu!.9uk» of C(p>fton yas fine Iwd tfmwy at 

this period, edit. ^ r - £ 
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king’s bench*, and to the honoundile stnig^e 
of providing for their dependants. If there be 
a good man in the king’s service they dismiss 
him of course; and when bad news arrives^ in< 
stead of uniting to consider of a remedy, their 
time is spent in accusing and reviling one an- 
other. Thus the debate concludes in some half 
misbegotten measure, which is left to execute 
itself. Away they go:-.-one retires to his coun- 
tiy-house; another is engaged at a horse-race; 
a third has an appointment with a prostitute • 
and as to their country, they leave her, like a 
cast off mistress, to perish under the diseases 
they have given her. 

ATTICUS. 


LETTER XXXIV. 

to THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR. 23 August, n68. 

Amidst tl^e general indignation vhich 
has been excited by the marked affi-ont lately 
put upon Sir Jeffery Amherst, it is odd to find 
people puzzling themselves about the motives 
which have actuated administration in this 
extraordinary procedure. Notl]ij|g is ipore fhort 


* Wilkes. H>iT. 
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and easy than the solution of thia affected dif< 
fiadty. . They were ordered to act in this 
manner. > 

The public knows, and can know no other 
reason. The ministry know, and desire to 
know no other reason. They have not the 
slightest quarrel with Sir Jeffrey Amherst. They 
have not the most trivial regard for Lord Boute- 
tort. Some of them are known even to hate 
his lordship ; the rest are scarcely acquainted 
with him ; but they have received the order, 
and that is enough for them. Their whole 
pcditical system is wrapped up in one short 
maxim— 

** My author and disposer! what thou bid’st 
Unargued I obey!” 


In this lesson they are perfect to a miracle ; 
and the signal proof they have just given of 
their "daring and determined servility, shews 
them altogether worthy of that confidence which 
the favourite so wisely reposed in them (during 
his pleasure) the depositaries of his intentions, 
and the trustees of his power. 

But although it be in vain to seek for any 
higher principle than blind obedience in the 
formal and executive members of the ministry, 
it is Worth while to examine a little more mi- 
ll 2 
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nutely the motives which might actuate in this 
affair the secret but deliberate and guiding part 
of administration. 

Can we believe from the monstrousness, 
or can we doubt from the notoriety of the fact, 
that the political principles held by the present 
governor of Virginia, during the greatest part 
of his life, and avowed, almost without a mask, 
could be his sole recommendation to that em- 
ployment i Can we believe that these principles 
constitute such a transcendent degree of merit, 
as makes it necessary to reward its possessor 
at the expense of the national honour, grati- 
tude, and safety? Such merit must be served 
in any way, and at any price. A peerage^ 
which every one knows could not be had with- 
out the royal countenance, was not sufficient. 
It was too little that he was put into an ho- 
nourable employment near the person of his 
sovereign. After an unsuccessful attempt to 
reward him further by a violation of our laws 
in an illegal patent^ he is now to be provided 
for by the ruin of our affairs in a critical and 
important government. 

As a part of this system, and in order to 
give it a due roundness and relief, it was thought 
proper not only to affront living merit, but to 
insult and trample upon the sacred ashes of 
the dead. It was not forgot under whose pa- 
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tronage Sir Jeffery Amherst first appeared in 
the world. It was not forgot that he was one 
of the many public benefits derived to this 
country from that great school of military know- 
ledge and loyal sentiments, the family of the 
late Duke of Cumberland. Here was a glori- 
ous opportunity of cherishing a true friend to 
despotism, and at the same time of insulting the 
memory of him who had been the heavy scourge, 
and (it was once hoped) the final destroyer 
of that cause. This opportunity was not lost. 

To return: I have said that the justly ob- 
noxious principles at which I have hinted, con- 
stitute, or seem at least to constitute the sole 
merit of the new governor. If the friends of 
the ministry can discover any other, they v\ould 
be very kind to mention them. Tlie public 
looks upon this transaction in a very serious 
light. Nothing but the strongest conviction 
that the very ‘salvation of America depends 
upon the abilities of Lord Boutetort, can recon- 
cile them to the affront wliich has been put 
upon Sir Jeffery Amherst. 

They derive no consolation from being told 
that this meritorious commander had received 
a previous intimation to repair to his govern- 
ment, with which he shewed himself unwilling 
to comply. They are as dissatisfied as ever ; 
first, because the fact itself, standing upon no 
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higher authority than ministerial assertiorf, will 
be disputed. Falsehood is a servile vice ; and 
to the imputation of that vice people in a slavish 
condition, whether low or high (for servitude, 
as well as hell, has its ranks and dignities), 
will always be subject ; especially if ministers 
are known to have found the dexterous art of 
splitting themselves, and possessing one cha- 
racter in which to promise, and another in 
which to act *. 

But with all the advantage of their supple 
habits and of their double characters j will they 
vAiture to assert, that the arrangement in fa- 
vour of Lord Boutetort was not determined upoh 
before they had consulted Sir Jeffery Amherst 
concerning a residence in Virginia ? In the 
next place, did they not know that his resi- 
dence in the character of governor in America, 
where he had before commanded in chief, was 
a thing incompatible with all the ideas enter- 
tained by military men concerning rank and 
precedence? And if so, was not the order 
for residence given (if it was given) that it 
might be disobeyed ? Is it not an heavy aggra- 
vation, instead of the least excuse for their 
offence ? 

Lastly, the public would be glad to know 

* See Miscellaneous Letters, No. xxi. edit. 
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how it comes that this grand ministerial reform* 
ation was taken up in this single instance ; it 
made no part of a general arrangement. If it 
were done in consideration of the colonies, let 
me ask, whether the people of Virginfe, have 
lately complained of the absence of their go- 
vernor, under which they have acquiesced up- 
wards of fifty years? Tf it was done on the 
part of Great Britain, again let me enquire 
whether the lieutenant-governors, who have 
acted during those fifty years, have wanted 
authority, knowledge, or capacity? If they did, 
in what manner is the defect supplied by |he 
new appointment ? Is the new governor in- 
vested, with any larger powers than the late 
lieutenant-governors? Or is he endued with 
a greater degree of experience, knowledge, or 
sagacity for the exercise of those powers? No, 
noj the manner of filling the vacancy made 
by the remov^ of Sir Jeffery Amherst sets in 
the broad glare of day-light the true reasons 
for making it; it was not done to reform 
a public abuse, but to accommodate a private 
job; it was not Virginia that wanted a governor, 
but a court favourite that wanted the salaiy. 

I cannot help observing in the ministerial 
writings with which the papers have been lately 
filled, that much scurrilous abuse has been 
thrown out against the Whig party' and Whig 



104 < 


MISCELLANEOUS : 


principles. Permit me to congratuUte the vn*l 
nisters on this well-chosen topic : the defence, 
is worthy of the cause. They tell us, that all 
patty distinctions ought to be done away, and. 
that men of all kinds ought to have an equal 
share in public employment. This notion, 
taken with due corrections, has some sense, 
but in their application much absurdity. No- 
man would prevent the public from being served 
by the abilities of any person, because he might 
have the misfortune in some time of his life to 
be mistaken in his political opinions or connec- 
tioitf. But every Whig thinks it fair, that per- 
son under such circumstances should be obliged 
to produce some other merit besides those mis- 
takes; and that they should give some other 
proofs of their conversion to the principles of 
our happy establishment, than their necessity 
or their desire of partaking in the emoluments 
which it has to bestow. 

This surely is the sentiment and language 
of candour and moderation. This ought to 
be the inviolable rule where the question is 
concerning offices of trust and which require 
weight and ability for their execution. When- 
th© question is concerning the mere graces of 
the crown, the rule is, to become even, more 
severe} and every lover of the constitution 
think it a crime hardly less than treason 
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in those who shall advise a court to discounte- 
nance the families which have promoted the 
revolution^ and at the same time‘to load with 
its favours those who (reconciled by profit, not 
by opinion) have ever been the declared ene- 
mies both of the revolution, and of every benefit 
we derive from* that happy event. You may 
hear again from 

Your humble servant, 

VALERIUS. 


LETTER XXXV. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

MY LORD, 29 August, 1768. 

The honourable lead you have taken 
in the affairs of America, hath drawn upon you 
the whole attention of the public. You de- 
clared yourself Jhe single minister for that coun- 
try, and it was very proper you should convince 
the world you were so, by marking your out- 
set with a coup d'eclat. The dismission of Sir 
Jeffery Amherst has given a perfect establish- 
ment to your authority, and I presume you 
will not think it necessary or useful to hazard 
strokes of this sort hereafter. It will be advisc- 
able at least to wait until this affair is forgotten, 
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and if you continue in office till that hap|)ens 
you will surely be long enough a minister to 
satisfy all your ambition. ^ 

The world attributes to your lordship the 
entire honour of Sir Jeffery Amherst’s dismiss 
sion, because there is no other person in the 
cabinet, who could be supposed to have a wish 
or motive to give such advice to the crown. 
The Duke of Grafton and the chancellor were 
once Lord Chatham’s friends. However their 
views may now be altered, they must know it 
would disgrace them in the eyes of the public, 
tf(||pffer an unprovoked outrage to a i^an whose 
conduct and execution had contributed not 
a little to their patron’s glory. 

The Duke of Bedford and his friends have 
uniformly held forth Sir Jeffery Amherst as 
the first military man in this country; — they 
have quoted him on all occasions, when mili> 
tary knowledge was in question, and even been 
lavish in his praise. Besides they openly dis- 
claim any share in this measure, and they are 
believed. 

The Earl of Shelburne usually finds himself 
in opposition, therefore is not too often con- 
sulted. In this instance he certainly did not 
concur with the majority. He still is or pre- 
tends to be attached to Lord Chatham, and 
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I fancy ho* is not yet so cordially reconciled to 
the loss of the American departifient, as to dis- 
honour himself merely to oblige your lordship. 

You will not venture to insinuate that Sir 
Jeffery Amherst was dismissed by the advice of 
Lord Granby or Sir Edward Hawke. Military 
men have a sens’e of honour which your lordship 
has no notion of. They feel for a gallant officer 
who had his full share in the toils and honour, 
and had some right to a share in the profits of 
the war. They feel for the army and the navy. 
Lord Granby himself has some emoluments 
besides his power, and Sir Edward Hawke||as 
his pension. Nobly earned I confess, but not 
better deserved than by the labours which con- 
quered America in Amei'ica. Besides, my lord, 
the commander-in-chief is tlie patron of the 
army. It was a common cause which he could 
not desert without infamy and reproach. Lord 
Granby is not»a man to take his lone from any 
minister. Where his honour is concerned he 
scorns to adopt an humble ministerial language; 
he never would say — that indeed Sir Jeffery Am- 
herst teas rather unreasonable — that his terms 
'were exorbitant, that he had still txvo regiments 
left\ and might well be contented. — This is a 
laliguage it is impossible he should hold, while 
he ’himself is master-general of the ordnance. 
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colonel of the blues, and commander-in*chief^ 
with a whole family upon the staff. He knows 
the value, and could not but be sensible of 
the loss of those honourable rewards which his 
distinguished capacity, his care of the public 
money, and his able conduct in Germany had 
justly entitled him to. 

I think I have now named all the cabinet 
but the Earl of Chatham. 

His infirmities have forced him into a re- 
tirement, where I presume he is ready to suffer, 
with a sullen submission, every insult and dis- 
grace that can be heaped upon a miserable, 
decrepid, worn out old man. But it is impos- 
sible he should be so far active in his own dis- 
honour, as to advise the taking away an em- 
ployment, given as a reward for the first military 
success that distinguished his entrance into ad- 
ministration. He is indeed a compound of 
contradictions, but his letter to Sir Jeffery Ami 
herst stands upon record, and is not to be ex- 
plained away. You know, my lord, that Mr. 
Pitt therein assured Sir Jeffery Amherst, that 
the government of Virginia was given him 
merely as a reward, and solemnly pledged the 
royal faith that his residence should never be 
required. Lost as he is, he would not dare to 
contradict this letter. If he did, it .would be 



LETTERS OF JUNIDS. ^ log 

something more than madness. The disorder 
must have quitted his head, and fixed itself in 
his heart. 

The business is now reduced to a point, 
^ither your lordship advised this measure, or it 
happened by accident. You must suffer the 
whole reproach, for you are entitled to all the 
honour of it. What then is apparently the 
fact ? one of your cringing, bowing, fawning, 
sword-bearing brother courtiers * ruins him- 
self by an enteiprizet, which would have 
ruined thousands if it had succeeded. It be- 
comes necessary to send him abroad. Sir Jef- 
fery Amherst is one of the mildest and most 
moderate of men ; — ergo, such a man will bear 
any thing. His government will be a hand- 
some provision for Boutetort, and if he frets — 
why he may have a pension. Your emissaries 
lose their labour, when they talk with so much 
abhorrence of sinecures, non-residence, and the 
necessity of the king’s service. You are con- 
scious, my lord, that these are pompous words 
without a shadow of meaning. The whole na- 
tion is convinced that the fact is such as I have 
stated it. But to make it a little plainer, 1 
shall ask your lordship a few questions, to which 


* Lord Boutetort. 


+ The W y Company. 
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the public will expect, and ydat reputaticm, if 
you have any regard for it, demands, that you 
should give an immediate and strict ansi^ef. 

1. When the government of 'Virginia was 
offered to Sir Jeffery Amherst, did he not r^ly, 
that his* military employments took up all his 
time, and that he could not accept the govern- 
ment if residence were expected ? 

2. Did not Mr. Pitt, then secretary of state, 
assure him in the king’s name, that it was meant 
only as a mark^cSPhis Majesty’s favour, and that 
this residence would ne\ er be expected ? 

3. Has there ever been any further mark 
of favour conferred upon this gentleman, for all 
those important services, which succeeded the 
conquest of Cape Breton ? 

But now for questions of a later date. 

1. Was not Lord Boutetort’s appointment 
absolutely fixed on or before Sunday the 31st 
of July? 

2. Had Sir Jeffery Amherst the least intima- 
tion of the measure before Thursday the 4th of 
August ? 

3. Was it not then mentioned to him in gene- 
ral terms, as a measure merely in contemplation, 
without the most distant hint that Lord Bbqte- 
tort, or any other person, was actually in pos- 
session of his government ? 
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4. Did' not*Lord Boutetort kiss haitds the 
next day» that is on Friday the 5th of August? 

5. Did yoix not dare to tell your sovereign 
that Sir Jeffeiry Amherst was perfectly satisfied, 
when you knew your treatment of him was 
such as the vilest peasant could not h&ve sub* 
nutted to without resentment ? 

Finally', my lord, is it not a fact, that Sir 
Jeffery-Amherst, having been called upon some 
time ago to give his opinion upon a measure of 
the highest importance in Amtft'fea, gave it di- 
rectly against a favourite scheme of your lord- 
ship ; and is not this the real cause of all your 
antipathy to him? Your heart tells you that 
it is. 

Now, my lord, you have voluntarily em- 
barked in a most odious, perhaps it may prove 
to you a most dangerous, business. Your Py- 
lades will sneak away to his government ; but 
yau must stand the brunt of it here. For the 
questions which I have proposed to you, I must 
tell you plainly, that they mustt and shall be 
answered. 

. You may affect to take no notice of tkenif 
perhaps, and tell us you treat them mth the con- 
tempt they deserve. Such an expedient may be 
wise and spirited enough when applied to a de- 
claration of rebellion on the part of the colonies. 
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Gbd knows it has succ^^edvjMklttft^lj. 
But it shall not avail you herd^ ‘ 

Num negare audesf Qfitd tacetf Conttaifiiti$ p 

’ .►LUCIUS, 


LETTER XXXVI. 

* 

TO THE PRINTJp^ OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTi^EK. 

SIR,' « SO August, 1768. 

I SHALL not pretend to enter into the 
merits of Sir Jeffery Amherst’s.^jd'^^^^*^ 
his government of Virginia. Every body knows 
he deserves % great deal of the public : and if 
what 1 have healAl be true, even the present ad* 
ministration do not refuse it him. ^t there are 
a number of busy incendiaries, who use every 
means to poison the minds of the good people of 
England, and to abuse those in power ;;^oever 
they are. These neither inquire into the truth 
of the matter, nor do they fail to shew the most, 
disagreeable view of eve>'y action of the minis- 
try. An impudent varlet Y. Z. in ^is day’s 
paper, talks of forty or fifty lives Ipst in,3t. 
George’s fields. When was it? Others have 
heaped together a parcel of illFj^atut^.heSyi|Qd. 
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gi^j^ it <^e -ttfafte of an accQunt of the*disn^ 
non of Sir Amherst. 

The partidalars of Sir Jeffery Amherst’s 
disnussioh'ITt'Main told, are as follow : for very 
urgent ^reasons It had been determined the go- 
vernor gbn^al of every province in America 
ehould reside. Upon which Lord Hillsborough 
wrote a letter to Sir Jeffery, acquainting Jiim 
of this resoltition. After making very honour- 
able mention of his service inAmerica, how 
much his country was obligedrto him for that 
activity, Steildiness and courage, which so emi- 
nnitly distinguished the commander, and which 
frWn his eseample diffused itself through the 
whole army, toy which means tlie Briftsh arms 
were crowned with success, and thi? war so hap- 
pily concluded in that part of the world ; he 
mentioned the very high opinion his Majesty 
had'of him both as a man and as a soldier, and 
how much it would be to his satisfaction, was it 
suitable to Sir Jeffery’s inclinations and cirdftm- 
stances, to go to Virginia and take upon him 
I the supreme command in that province : but if 
it was not convenient, he might depend on it, 
that iiis Majesty would take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of doing justice to his merits, by making 
him i I'ecompence equivalent at least to the loss 
of -his government. 

This letter was scarce finished when Sir Jef- 

VOL. IJI. 
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Amherst called at Lord *^ll8b<5t’di&gh's on 
some other business. His lofd^bip took that 
* opportunity to explain the int)@!ffi^n| ^of 'aSdmi- 
nistration by such a measure, gjav*^‘tfim the let- 
ter, an(^ Sir Jeffery seemed to*De coh^inced of 
the necessity of the arrangementVfi’CJpliesced in 
the pioposals made to him, aftd trent away to 
all appearance well satisfied. * ** 

If it w'as next or not, I Ifno^ ^ot, but 
Sir Jeffery verjt soon after thjs demanded an 
audience of his Majesty, and res^ned the 
command of his regiments. •* « < ^ 

This not being accepted of, and the minis- 
try willing to keep such a man in the service, 
and not wishing to give cause for his resigaa- 
■tion, endeavoi^ed to reason with him; upon 
which he (Sir Jeffeiy Amherst) delivered or sent 
to the Duke of Grafton the following articles of 
accommodation. 

1. A Britisli peerage to himself, and failing 
hei?s of his body, to descend to his btother the 
colonel. 

2. A recompence equivalent to the loss of 

his government. ‘ ^ ” 

3. An exclusive right of \i^king Ithe^coal 
mines at Louisbourg to hiih and his heirs for 
ever. 

4. A grant of lands in 
Went. 
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3 . JVad, it should be judged ex || ||» 

dient tq^^)|||^d^erican peers, that he should 
have tib^‘Bi|e|^^||mience. 

^ Grafton on receiving this, 

Ijeggedttp j^e Jeffery. Who sent him word, 
if itit^ec^^^ was intended to induce him to 
lower. Hi||tj^S)thahds, it was totally unnecessary, 
tiis graqe^llijen 'went to him, and gave him tlie 
following asLSwe^ 

4. Jpiptiah peerages were generally given to i 
such, who^„ opulent fortunes ^flhble^ them to | 
suppoil that high dignity. This reason he ap> 

Jeffery could not plead. 

,2. It alwD^s,.had been his Majesty’s inten- 
tions to n;iph<| l^im a recompence equivalent to 
his goverq^qnt. « 

3. IleasoQS political and ik)mmercial for- 
l)ade.,tl^e wprking of the American coal mines 

, at all. 

4. He might have the grant of lands in 
Amjgjti^ wheil, where, and to what extei^ he 
pieced; but he did not apprehend there was 
.tl)o least reason to make the fiftli demand, as he 
supposed a creation of American peers would 
nevec t^^ pjace. 

^ ^liy Jei&i^y Amherst’s regiments are not 
giyien awoy. * 

^!^shaJ| mtdce no comment on this. 1 tell it 
as a ^cty wiuch jfliave heard from what people 

I 2 
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dill good authority. The dismissthn an eX' 
^erienced and deserving con^^l^w I’Oqufres 
some attention ; and there hai!i|) in 

making the public acquainted it. ".The 
number of falsehoods that hiive spread 
abroad about this transaction hH^ inililced^nie 
to send you this. ^ 

I must tell you, however, that my inform^ 
tion is second hand ; but it may haive this good 
effect, even if not true, to induW-'tihose'’vHio 
know the contraay to do as I have dope. I shall 
therefore conclude with this question: are these 
things true or not ? <i^l^ ' * 

« CLEGt»HAS. 

. » * »»> t 
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liETTER XXXVJI. 

> ,! i 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGm ' 

MY LORD, '1 Septe^the^, 1768 . 

In the ordinary course o^*lifi', h r|^u> 
larity of accounts, a precision in' points fact, 
and a punctual reference to dates, form a Stlimg 
presumption of integrity. On the otHer Ip^a, 
an apparent endeavour to perplex the or|f|d' ftnd 
simplicity of facts, to confimnd dateSf Htio 

wander from the main question, are Abyrewti s^s 
of a rotten cause and of a guilty Oonscieneel^ l^et 
the public determine betwe0»a|^WMd!>le»dfd^ itnd 
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^e. all title to respe^; 

l^ut I ah^lfftotafou with tenderness and mercy, 
as I '^uld al^minal at the bar of justice. 

I .^In yjovj signed Cleopnas you are 

pleased,!^ assume the character of a person half 
informed. We understand the use of this ex- 
pedient^ ,T®V yourself of every thing that 

.can be ^j,d you by a third person, without 
being q|>Hged .to abide by the apology, if it 
should rail you. My lord, this is a paltry art, 
unworthy , of your station, unworthy of every 
thing but the cause you have undertaken to 
defend.) While you pursue these ai;i;ifices, it is 
impossible to know on what principles you really 
rest your defence. But you may shift your 
ground as often as you pleasej you shall gain 
no advantage by it. Your lordship, under the 
character of Cleophas, is exactly acquainted 
with particulars, which could only be known to 
a few^ersons, .while you totally forget a series 
of ^q^te^£:nown. to thousands. You can repeat 
every articli^ of your own letter to Sir Jetfery 
'Ampejst*, ‘though your own memory be too 


* letter Vas at length published Nov. 2, and is as 

follows! 

Hanover Square, 27 July, 1768. 

K. AK etaiHlIiSded by the king to acquaint you, that 
his Majesty, upon a consideration of the dispatches lately 
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weak to recollect on what day1l^(^^_^ 

appointment was fixed, on i^sed 

hands, and on what day the deSgi{ wto^o|llned 

deceived from Virginia, thinks it neces^^for his service^ 
that his governor of that colony should f£^dttt^ flpair to 
his government ; and at the same time, to tO yeu 

the high opinion his Majesty has of your aWljlty to serve hkn 
in that situation. But it is not the ld|>g's iuteotion to press 
you to go upon that service, unless it shalf be perfectly agree- 
able to your inclination, as well as entir^y ^ohvenient to 
you. His Majesty does not forget, that the government of 
Virginia was confened upon you as a mark of royal favour, 
and as a reward for the very great services you bavfe done 
for the publfl^ so much to your own honour, and so much 
to the advantage of this kingdom, and therefore his Majesty 
is very solicitous that you should not HiistAke hlis gracious in* 
|;ention on this occasion. 

If you chuse to go immediately to your government, it 
will be extremely satisfactory to his Majesty, if you do not, 
his Majesty wishes to appoint a new governor, and to con- 
tinue to you in some other shape, that emolument which 
was, as J have said before, intended as 9 mgrk of l^e royal 
sense of your meritorious services, it is a particular pleasure 
to me to have the honour of expressing to you thece v^ry 
iavourdble sentiments of our royal master* To add^ 9py 
thing from myself, would he a degree of presumption ; 1 will 
therefore only request the favour o^your answer, as as 
may be convenient, and take the l|7erty to Assure yhu, that 
I am, ^ 

The following short note was puldial^ in^edi||tely iu 
reply to it. 
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to Sir Je|fery Amherst. These, it seems, ipn;e 
circumS^n^S^ no importance, and to say the 
truth, I b!pfi^^,%iey are such as you would will- 
ingly for^^J’'^! arn glad to find, however, that 
the aoknowleagment of Sir Jeffery Amherst’s 
merit a^d l^l^ices could not be more full and 
formal thap as it is stated in your letter to him. 
Upon that point then we are agreed. 

TO THE PRISJLR OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISFR. 

5 November y 17684 

SIR, 

’ To prOvent any impression winch may arise to the 

prejudice of Sim Jeffery Amherst from a letfH circulated by 
the Earl of Hillsborough, and now in print, it is only neces- 
sary to observe that ft is dated the 27 th of July, and that the 
government of Virginia was given to Lord Boutetoit on 
Sunday the 24th, This being the fact, the humble fawning 
language of the secretary of state’s letter, instead of a com- 
pliment, is a real mockery and insult. A true idea of the 
treatment which Sir J. A has leceived, can only be had by 
observing the order of the tacts. The government is given 
aw^ old Sunday. The secretarj of state writes his lette'* on 
“^Wednesday. He and Sir J. A. meet on Thursday. Not 
^ the most distant hint is given him that his government is 
actifally disposed of, and Lord Boutetort kibsed hanijs next 
morOiOgt This, Sir,Ss the treatment which Sir J. V. con- 
siders as ah aflront not an injury, and which he resents as he 
< , If Lord H had not published his letter, I should 

imitave fbodghf 6f reviving a question on which the public 
wa^ltefore completely satisfied. 
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You say Sir Jeffery Amherst« at your first 
conversation, seemed satisfied. My lord, I njust 
tell you, that when a secretary of state aasures 
Sir Jeffery Amherst that any particular measure 
is necessary for . t!ie king’s service, be is too 
good a subject to set his private intp'e^t in op- 
position to the public welfare. But di4 you tell 
him that his government had been given away, 
four days before? Did you not, speak of it as a 
measure in futurumt which was not to take place 
till he was perfectly satisfied? In short, did you 
tell him that Lord Boutetort was to kiss hands 
next morning? Answer these questions like a 
man, and a%entleman. 

When Sir Jeffery Amherst found that all 
this pretended necessity of the king’s service 
ended in a provision for a ruined courtier, he 
felt the indignation of a man who has received 
an affront^ not an injury. Your emissaries affect 
to say, that he was desired to repair to his go- 
vernment, and upon his refusal was. dismissed. 
This you know was not the fact, so that every 
reasoning built upon it falls to the ground. You 
never did nor could propose to him, to return 
to America in a rank subordinate to General 
Gage. It never was a question; atl4 indeed 
how should it, when his government wais. given, 
away on the 31st of July, and he had. i^(the 
most distant intimation that such a me^ure 
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was thought , of, until Thursday the 4th of 
August. these dates, my lord, for you 

shall not e^N»ip«^ine. 

After the idfront had been fixed upon him 
in the "grossest manner, he was desired to con- 
sider what satisfaction he would accept of. He 
then sent to the Duke of Grafton the demands, 
which you have stated to the public. These, 
and the answers to them, shall now be con- 
sidered. The word demand is peremptory, and 
unfit to be made use of by a subject in a re- 
quest to the ci’own. It teas not made use of 
by Sir Jeffery Amherst, though, for ^he matter 
of it, I assert without scruple, that a man of 
distinguished public merit, who has been sig- 
nally insulted, is not in the case of a suppliant^ 
but has a right to a signal reparation. 

The Duke of Grafton’s idea of the proper 
object of a British peerage differs very mate- 
rially from mine. His grace, in the true spirit of 
business, looks for nothing but an opulent for- 
tune* meaning, I presume, the fortune which can 
purchase as well as maintain a title. We under- 
' stand bis grace, and know who dictated that arti- 
cle. ‘ He has^declared the terms on which Jews, 
gamesters, pedlars, arid contractors (if they have 
sepse^enotil^h to take the hint) may rise without 
difiScUlty into British peers. There was a time 
indeed, though not within his grace’s memory. 
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when titles were the reward, of public virtue, 
and when the crown did not think its revenue 
ill employed in contributing to, support the ho- 
nours it had bestowe.h It is true,, his grace*s 
family derive their wealth and greatness from a 
different origin ; — from a system which if seems 
he is determined to revive. His confession 
is frank at least, and well becomes the candour 
of a young man. I dare say, that if either 
his grace or your lordship had had the com- 
mand of a seven years* war in America, you 
would have taken care that poverty, however 
honourable, should not have been an objection 

to your advancement; ^you would not have 

stood in the predicament of Sir Jeffery Amherst, 
who is refused a title of honour because he did 
not create a fortune equal to it at the expense 
of the public. 

For the matter of a recom pence equivalent 
to his goverment, he repeatedly, told your lord- 
ship that the name of pension was grating to 
his ears ; and that he would accept of no re- 
venue that was not at the same time honorary. 
Your lordship does not know the difference, 
but men of honour feel it. 

If reasons political and commercial forbid 
working the coal-mines in America, tkat%^- 
ItfW is an answer ad homine.n. It mayr,be a true 
one ; yet I do not despair of seeing these very 
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mines here^er'granted to support the chastity 
of a minister's whore, the integrity of a pimp, j 
or the uncorrupted blood of a bastard. ^ 

His grace 'is wonderfully bountiful in the 
article of l^ds ; I doubt not he would with all 
his heart |;ive Sir Jeffery Amherst the fee- 
simple of every acre from the Missisippi to Cali- 
fornia. But ■#e shall be the less surprised at 
his generosity, when we consider that every 
private soldier who served a certain time in 
America was entitled to two hundred acres, 
arid that not one man out of perhaps twenty 
thousand claimants has yet settled upon his 
estate. 

As to American peerages, if none are to 
be created, the request falls of course. But if 
such a creation had been intended, I call upon 
your lordship to point out a man better entitled 
to precedence upon that list than Sir Jeffery 
Amherst. 

Your last assertion is that his regiments 
are not given away. It is a matter of perfect 
indifference. Yet the public has reason to be- 
lieve that Colonel Hotham is now colonel of 
the 15th regiment, and that the commission 
of commandant of the royal Americans only 
waits until it shall be determined whether Ge- 
neral Gage shall be recalled or not. 

Permit me now to refer your lordship to 
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the questions states I in my last letter, and to 
desire you to answer them stric^lp^. If you do 
not, the public will draw its own conclusions. 

Your emissaries, my lord, have rather more 
zeal than discretion. One of them, who calls 
himself A considerate Englishman^ could not 
write by authority, because he is entirely un- 
acquainted with facts. His declamation there- 
fore signihes nothing. In his assertions how- 
ever there is something really not unpleasant. 
He assures us that your lordship’s great abili- 
ties were brought into employment to correct 
the blunders of Mr. Pitt’s administration. It 
puts me in mind of the consulship which Cali- 
gula intended for his horse, and of a project 
which Buckhorse once entertained of obliging 
the learned world with a correct edition of the 
classics. 

LUCIUS. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. *' 

.SIR, 6 Septemb^y 1768. 

When a worthless administration do 
a notorious act oi injustice -io a^ood mant which 
naturally raises the indignation of the public ; 
they are not satisfied with the Jirst bhWy but 
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their emi9sarie» go to work to blacken the cha- 

tmi 

racter which -^osjair before, in order to justify 
the’ measurei^W their masters. 

tn I must look upon the per- 

formance^^ yhur correspondent deophas^jun. 
in your p^mr of to-day. 

His assertion, “ that the Duke of Grafton 
assured Sir ’Jetfery Amherst that General Gage 
should be '‘recklled, if Sir Jeffery chose to go to 
his government” is an absolute fahitp ; for (and 
I speak from "very good authority') the matter of 
the chief command of the troops never was men- 
tioned, either by the Duke of Grafton or any 
of his colleagues. Had it been so Lord Hills- 
borough in going his rounds (his lordship un- 
derstands me) would not have failed to have 
expatiated fully thereon ; but the letters of 
your masterly correspondent Lucius have drove 
his lordship to the mean and paltry art of em- 
ploying some of his nameless dependents to throw 
out insinuations, which he knows to be false, 
yet judging from the general run of mankind, 
flatters himself that at least jiart of tlicm will 
be htelieved. 

My design being only to set the public 
right in regard to the assertion of Sir Jeftery 
A|fl|ier8t*s being offered the chief command of 
the. tf j^psj^which, in truth, never happened, I 
i|(ij^lV ta^e no notice of the other part of your 
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correspondent’s letter ; but leave hitji and his 
bungting patrons to find in the Jist of tj»e,ar^ 
an officer so fit as Sir Jeffery Aipheri^t'to deal 
with the rrfractory colonists. 

L.L. 


LETTER XXXIX. ' 

For the Public Jdtertiser* 

7 Sept. ms. 

Quid enini est mimuiy non dico oratoris^ sed hominis^ quam id 
objicere adversariOj quod lUe si verbo negant, longttispro* 
gredt non possit qia olrqecerit ^ cicero. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

MY LORD, 

The bare assertion of a falsehood re* 
quires nothing more than a determined coun- 
tenance. To maintain a consistent falsehood 
not only demands a genius of invention, but 
a faithful memory. In your lordship’s letter, 
signed Cleophas, jun. you are pleased to assert 
that the Duke of Grafton offered to recall Ge- 
neral Gage in order that Sir Jeffery Amherst 
might return to America with the chief com- 
mand of the king’s forces. Now, my lord, 
I absolutely deny the fact, and as the public 
will not expect me to prove a negative, I s,hall 
leave it to your lordship to pi^oduce your, evi- 
dence, if you have any. 
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Really, nly good lord, your lettefs upoA 
business are' drawn up with very little caution. 
In one*'article "you tell us that the chief com- 
mand in America was offered to Sir Jeffery 
Amherst, and, in the next, that he has been 
discovered for some time past to entertain 
a strong partiality for the refractory colonists. 
If both these facts were true, what an opinion 
must we conceive of a ministry careless and 
imprudent enough to intrust a man so biassed 
with such a command ! You sec, my lord, to 
what an unfortunate dilemma you have reduced 
yourself by a weak inconsistent defence. The 
rage of writing letters has brought many a wiser 
minister than your lorship to an untimely end. 

You seem determined, my lord, to go 
through the family of Cleophas. Be it so. If 
your pedigree extended from Denbigh to St. 
David’s I would not cease to pursue you from 
father to son, until I had fairly extirpated the 
whole famil3^ 

LUCIUS. 


LETTER XL. 

TO THE PRINTER OP THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
Sift, 7 September, 1768, 

As I have not the least intention to 
enter into any dispute with Lucius, indulge me 
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but this once, and give me let^ve to assure yo.u, 
it shall be the last on 'the subject from mfii 
and though this man writes so ungdnte^ly, 
that he scarce deserves an answer, yet 1 could 
not help thinking this much necessary in jus- 
tice to a nobleman whom he has most shame- 
fully attacked in consequence of my letter, but 
whose character is above the reach of malice, 
and who will be respected when such pests of 
society are no more. 

The account I sent you relative to thq re- 
signation of Sir Jeffery Amherst I had heard 
publicly talked of at table, and ‘in a coffee- 
house ; it was told as no secret } but was said 
to be from very good authority. I sent it as 
a piece of intelligence without either adding 
or diminishing. I made no comment on it as 
I intended no offence. Facts were stated as 
they were told, and as no dates were mentioned, 
I gave none. I left it to the public to form 
opinions as they pleased j to Sir Jeffery Am- 
herst’s fiicnds to contradict it, if they thought 
proper ; and it has served as a l^ne for curs of 
opposition to snarl at. 

Though I do not mean to enter into any 
dispute with this fellow, yet I , cannot help 
making a few observations on his letter. That 
the government of Virginia given away 
four days before the intention of admiuisti^afion. 
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was. Sir Jeffery Amherst, I have 

good ^ouhd Ite believe it is not fact: and 
if you, jLuduSt possessed but one grain of ho- 
nesty, and if you had no other intention but to 
commuriicdte useful information to the public, 
you wouid hav'e told them so : that it was applied 
for even as 'soon as it was whispered that such 
a measure was to be adopted, upon the suppo- 
sition that Sit Jeffery Amherst would not chuse 
to reside, I can believe : that it was promised 
to Lord Boutetort in case he did not I can 
likewise belfove ; and this might have been 
four, or eveioourteen, days, for ought I know, 
before it was mentioned; but pray where is 
the harm in all this ? I fancy no measure of 
government is entered into immediately on its 
being mentioned ; it requires some time to di- 
gest. And when it was judged expedient, in 
consequence of the accounts from that pro- 
vince, to send the governor-general to reside 
in Virginia, it was mentioned in the tenderest 
manner to Sir Jeffery. No affront was ever 
intended. Anyiecompence (if he did not chuse 
to go) in the power of administration, or in 
the gift of majesty, was offered to him. What 
more could he expect ? He had it in his op- 
tion‘to go or not; and if he did not go, he 
w4s promised ab equivalent, perhaps more. As 
soon as this measure was surmised, was there 
VOL. m. K 
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any harm in Lord Boutetort’a appKefttjpQ? 
Was there any fault in Lord Hillsboroughijl 
promising his interest for his friend ? But is 
this an absolute appointment? No. AU tfee 
world knows applications are made long before 
vacancies happen, and preferments are pro- 
mised ; but every one, except LticiuSi can 
make a distinction between a promise and ab- 
solute appointment. I dare say there were-ap» 
plications from more than one quarter bef<ve 
the late archbishop died : and probably it was 
promised before the event liappened : but if 
the see had not become vacant, the present 
archbishop might have remained at Coventry. 

But speak out malevolence, speak envy, dis- 
appointment, and ill-nature. What in the name 
of goodness could be Sir Jeffery Amherst’s ob- 
jection to Lord Boutetort? Wap, it because 
N is a nobleman ? Because he has gone to 
the chapel at St. James’s, and has carried the 
sword of state before his king? Because he 
never has insulted majesty, but has always) be- 
haved himself as a dutiful an^ loyal subject, 
and respectfully to his sovereign ? Are ^ese 
the weighty motives for objecting to his suc- 
cession? Or is it still a greater crime to^be 
poor ? And do these make it an (0r<mty ap 
ityury? Forbid it heaven 1 Forbjid it 
fery Amherst’s better genius ! What would you 
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ha,Ve hddf Luckts ? Would you have wished to 
have had the naming of Sir Jeffery’s successor! 
What a pity you had not! I declare you de- 
served it I How could my Lord Hillsborough 
dare to ‘recommend without your permission ! 

Demands, you say, are unlit to be used from 
subjects requesting of the crown. Indeed, Lu- 
cius, you are right ; but many subjects now>a- 
days forget that they are so ! and call them by 
what name you please, I acknowledge these ar- 
ticles of accommodation sent to the Duke of 
Grafton by Sir Jeffery Amherst, or said to be 
sent, answer exactly to the ideas I have of de- 
mands, and pretty peremptory ones too. 

It is strange, Lucius, that you cannot write 
One line without abuse. Had you made your 
remarks upon the Duke of Grafton’s answer to 
the first article without abusing his grace, it 
would have been genteel ; but the scurrilous 
language you use, even when your arguments 
are just, proves that you are equally acquainted 
withf the gentleman, and sense of honour. I 
believe it is well known that no commander-in- 
chief ever made less during a long war than 
Sir^ Jeffery Amherst did : and I am very sorry 
indeed that want of fortune, the consequence 
of hbnesty and integrity, should ever be as- 
signed as a reason to refuse honours to those who 
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deserve them. The honours of this country," 
and its treasures to support them, have often 
been lavished on many who deserved tberh less 
than the conqueror of America. This 1 think 
was the only exceptionable answer from the 
Duke of Grafton. I hope it is not true. 

Wliatever delicate feelii^gs you, il/r. Litcius, 
may have, I know not; but I am of opinion 
that sinecure places, non-resident government's, 
and pensions arc in fact the same, though dij& 
ferent in names : nay, the worst of the whole 
appears to me to be a non-resident governor. 
The very word implies a necessity of doing 
something ; in fact he does nothing : he there- 
fore is paid for what he does not, though it is 
his duty to do it. In short he is paid for a neg- 
lect of duty; but because our language has not 
annexed the word pension to such neglect,- it 
does not grate his cars. And, after all, what 
was Sir Jeffery Amherst but a pensioner on the 
colony of Virginia ? he did nothing for it, and 
Was paid. Our idea of a pension is a re|||Rrd 
granted for past services, so was his — ^suqh.'as 
you, Lucius, such tools of opposition, such state 
incendiaries, venal mercenary wretches, are glad 
to receive, rewards of your labours indn)i,tely 
leas honourable than either pjace or pension,. 

. The Duke of Grafton*!* other mrswers were 
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unexce'jjtjondble. As to the regiments being 
given away, I did not know it, therefore I am 
excusable. 

^ And now, JVfr. Lucius, I’ll tell you a secret. 
Yo«ir supposing my letter to come from my 
Lord Hillsborough, in my opinion did credit to 
the performance, and honour to me; but in 
justice to him I must declare, that I am not, 
know not, never saw, nor never spoke to the 
Earl of Hillsborough in my life — but just, as 
formerly, 

CLEOPHAS. 


LETTER XLI. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

MY LORD, 9 September, 1768. 

It is indifferent to the public, whe- 
ther the lettecs signed Cleophas are writtfeliflt^ 
your lordship, or under your immediate 
tidl^ Whoever commits this humble begging 
language to paper, we know to a certainty 
the person by whom it is held. We know the 
suppliant style your lordship has condescended 
to adopt at routs, at tea-tables, and in banker’s 
shops. But although you have changed your 
tonb, I am bound in honour not to give you 
quarter. You have -offended heinously against 
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your country, and public justice demands an 
example for the welfare of mankind. 

I foresaw CfeojoAai would soon be disavdVed: 
It seems the poor gentleman never saw, rior 
spoke to your lordship in his life, but just as 
Jbrmerly. The saving is a good one. 

You say your character is above the reach 
of malice. True, my lord, you have fixed 
that reproach upon your character to which 
malice can add nothing. You say it will be re- 
spected when such pests of society as I am are 
no more, I agree with you that it is very little 
respected at present, and I believe I may un- 
luckily have been the spoil of good company; 
but I doubt whether my death, or even your 
own, will restore you to your good fame. Your 
peace of mind is gone for ever. 

After the particulars quoted by Cleophas it 
looks like trifling with the public, to confess 
that his accounts were collected in a coffee- 
house, and that he wi8 neither answer for facta 
nor be directed by dates. These are evaillllis 
which I scorn to imitate. My authority is in- 
disputable; — I have stated fads with pfecision, 
and marked the dates by which I shall invaria- 
bly abide, yet Ckophas (alias your lordship,) 
says he has good ground to beUeve that the gb- 
vernment was not given away four days before 
Sir J. A. was apprised of it j — ^he beUeoes indeed 
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that it previously applied for, and that 
Lord Boutetort had a conditional promise of it. 
These,. it seems, are the articles of his creed ; 
but, as they are not points of religious faith, to 
which tj^ere might be some merit in sacrificing 
our understanding, I presume the public is not 
obliged to conform to them. My questions 
were put strictly to points of fact and time, and 
have not yet been answered. Places, I doubt 
not, are often applied for and promised before 
they are vacant ; but I did not expect to hear 
so indecent a case supposed and urged by a 
man in your lordship’s station, as that the see 
of Canterbury was promised to another, before 
the death of a late pious and truly reverend in- 
cumbent. 

You say that government was ready to make 
Sir J. A. any recompence: yet, excepting a 
grant of land in a wilderness, every one of his 
requests were flatly denied. 

You ask if there wa| any harm in thisj or 
anf^fault in that. — What is this but crying pee- 
caoii in the very language of misery and despair? 

It neither suits the spirit, which can do wrong 
with firmness, nor that purity of innocence, 
which is conscious of having done right. If 
the necessity of sending over a governor to Vir- 
ginia had really existed, and if your lordship 
had thought proper to take an early opportunity 
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of stating that necessity to Sir J. A. — ^if you 
had previously apprised him of the design of 
giving him a successor, and if, in conformity to 
such declarations, a man of business* of ju(ig- 
ment, or activity, had been fixed on, you surely 
could not have paid too great an attention to 
Sir J. A. and you would have prevented every 
possible appearanc * ^ '“i intention to affront 

him. As to the pecuniary ' ij- i}, 1 will ven- 
ture to say, there is not a man l)reatlnng who 
would have been more easily satisfied in that 
respect than Sir J. A. — Compare this supposi- 
tion with your real proceedings towards him, 
and though you cannot blush, I am sure you 
will be silent. 

Your questions in favour of Lord Boutetort 
amount to nothing. It is not that he is a bad 
man, or an undutiful subject. But he is a tri- 
fling character and ruined in his fortunes. Po- 
verty of itself is certainly not a crime. Yet the 
prodigality, which squanders a fair estate, is in 
the first instance dishonourable; — in the next it 
leads to every species of meanness and depend- 
ence, and, when it aims at a recovery the 
expense of better men, becomes nighly criminal. 
Will your lordship, can you, with a steady, 
countenance, aflii'm that it was the necessities o^ 
the state, and not his own, which sent him to 
"V^lginia? 
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Your lordship may give what name you 
think proper to the requests proposed by Sir 
J. A. He was desired to specify them to the 
Duke of Grafton, and they were refused. It is 
true, he did not confine himself to tin* 'dca of a 
bare equivalent for the pecuniary ''aluc of his 
government. A generous mind, offended ’b)^ 
an insult equally signal and unpr</.ojk»'(i. iooks 
back to services long neglected, ari ' v. itti jus- 
tice unites the claim arising from tliosc s.-'- viecs 
to the insult, which of righ/ demaruls a signal 
reparation. 

As you seem, in the Duke of Grafton’s an- 
swer to the first article, to feel and acknowl ’ i-e 
your weakness, I shall not press y farmer 
upon it. 

The pensions given by the crown have been 
so scandalously prostituted, that a ir. of any 
nicety might well be forgiven, if he wished not 
to have the title of pensioner adde. ’'is name. 
But I shall not descend to a dispiice about 
words. I speak to things. If, instead of the 
government of Virginia, his late 'lajcsty, on 
the surrender of Louisburgh, had thought pro- 
per to give Sir J. A. a pension, and if this had 
been the declared motive of giving it, he might 
have accepted it without scruple, and held it 
with honour. Instances of pensions so bestowed 
are not very frequent. Sir Edward Hawke’s is 
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one. How widely different is llie case iiti ques- 
tion? I will not pretend to do justice to this 
good man’s«delicacy and sense of honour ; but 
I can easily conceive how a man of common, 
spirit must be affected, when a place which he 
possessed on the most honourable terms, is 
taken from him, without even the decency due 

to a gentleman; when he sees it given to a 

needy court dependant, and when the only re- 
paration offered him, is to enroll him in a list 
of pensioners, among whom an honest man 
would blush to see his name. If you had not 
been in such haste to correct the blunders of 
Mr. Pitt’s administration, I think your insigni- 
ficant friend might have appeared in that list 
without any disgrace to himself, and bis dis- 
tresses might have done credit to the humanity 
of your lordship's recommendation. 

You did not know that the 15th regiment was 
given to Colonel Hotham. — Yet .your assertion 
was direct. For shame, my lord, Irave done 
with these evasions. Poor Pownal * hangs his 
head in perfect modesty, and even your Jidus 
AchateSy your unfortunate Barrington disowns 
you. 

I shall conclude with hinting to you (in a 
way which you alone will understitnd) that there 


* Secretary to the board of trade, edit. 
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is a part o£ ipy behaviour to you, for which you 
owe me someiacknowledgment. I know the os- 
tensible defence you have given to the public dif- 
fers'WidSly from the real one intrusted privately 
to your firiends. You are sensible that the most 
distant insinuation of what that defence is 
would ruin you at once. But I am a man of 
honour, and will neither take advantage of your 
imprudence, nor of the difficulty of your situa- 
tion. 

LUCIUS, 


LETTER XLII. 

Plerisque moris est, prolato rerum ordine, in nliqnem latum 
atque platisibilem locum quant maxime posdnt Jiivor abililer 
excurrere. 

QUINTILIAN. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

MY LORD, 10 September, 1768. 

Your change of title makes no altera- 
tion in the merits of your cause. You argued 
as well, and were full as honest a man, under 
the character of Ckophas as you are under that 
of Scrutator. The task of pursuing falsehood 
through a labyrinth of nonsense is, I confess, 
much heavier than I expected. You have a 
way with you, my lord, which blunts the edge 
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of attention^ and sets all argument; at defiance. 
But I hold myself engaged to the public, whose 
cause is united with that of Sir Jeffery Amherst* 
The people of this country feel as they ought 
to do your treatment of a man who has served 
them well; and the time may come, my lord; 
when you in your turn may feel the effects of 
their resentment. 

You set out with asserting, that the crowd 
has an indisputable power of dismissing its offi- 
cers without assigning acause. — ^Notquite indis- 
putable,my lord; — for I have heard of addresses 
from parliament, to know who advised the dis- 
mission of particular officers. I have heard of 
impeachments attending a wanton exertion of 
the prerogative, and you perhaps may live to 
hear of them likewise. 

Another assertion of the same sort has been 
thrown out by your emissaries, and is now 
gravely maintained by your lordship, — ^viz. that 
the promise conveyed to Sir J. A. by Mr. Pitt 
was in itself an absurdity, and that no succeeding 
minister is bound to make good an engagement 
entered into by his predecessor in office*. J 

* The reference is to the letter signed Scrutator, in 
which the writer observes as follows in respect to the sub- 
ject in question:—** An absurd promise is^assefted to have 
been made to Sir Jeffery Amherst at the time of his appoint^ 

ment tp the government of Virginia, that his attendance on 
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shall leave my lord privy seal to explain to you 
the motived on which Mr. Pitt acted*. The 
promise arose from his own motion^ and, if he 
has not,spirit enough to maintain it, he deserves 
the contempt with which you treat him. In 
the mean time, I shall presume that a lieute* 
nant-governor was then thought as efficient an 
officer as a governor, and that this post was be> 
stowed on Sir J. A. not as the salary of future 
duties, but as the reward of services already 
performed. In the second part of your asser- 
tion, you wilfully confound the general mea- 
sures of government with the particular promise 
of a king made to an individual. Even minis- 
ters, my lord, might, without any injury to their 
characters, preserve the faith and integrity of 
their office. But whatever latitude they may 
claim for themselves, the honour of a king ought 

his government should never be required; and a torrent of 
obloquy has been poured upon Lord Hillsborough for not 
keeping a promise, which it is not even insinuated that his 
lordship ever made. I can scarce think that any man could 
have been so infatuated as, at any time, to make such a pre- 
posterous promise, — a promise in itself void by a settled 
maxim of law, as repugnant to the grant. — But if any man 
could be so infantinely weak, it is his business alone to an- 
swer for the breach.” edit. 

* Mr. Pitt was at this time lord privy seal n ith the title 
of Lord Chatham, edit. 
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to be sacred, even to his successor. Thepropo* 
sition that ministers are not bound by the en- 
gagements of their predecessors, if taken gene- 
rally, is false. There is no breach of public 
faith, which may not be justified on such a prin- 
ciple. Treaties at this rate may be violated 
without national dishonour, and the most so- 
lemn assertions from the throne, contradicted 
without reserve. You forget that you are 
mixing the permanent dignity of the crown, 
with the fluctuating interests and views of its 
servants. Yet I shall now allow you more, my 
lord, than I believe you expect. I shall admit, 
without hesitation, that the promise made to 
Sir J. A. could not be so absolute, as not to be 
revokable in a case of urgent necessity. If 
such a case had been stated, and demonstrated 
to Sir J. A. he would not have staid to be soli- 
cited. He would either have gone himself, or 
cheerfully resigned his government to his Ma- 
jesty’s disposal. The question turns then upon 
the degree of that necessity. Make it evident 
to the public, and I shall then only complain 
that you have done a right thing in a manner 
the most indecent and absurd. You will re- 
member, my lord, how much the issue of this 
question depends upon Lord Boutetort’s cha- 
raf^r, for the public will not easily be per- 
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suaded,. that a conjuncture v^hich did not rise 
above the- level of Lord Boutetort’s abilities, 
could be difficult, urgent, or important*. 

You say the facts on which you reason are 
umversally admitted . — A gratis dictum which 
I flatly deny. If, instead of wandering into 
wild declamation, you had found it convenient 
to answer my questions strictly, we should have 

* Scrutator concludes his letter in the following words 

“ Our vigilant minister is vehemently exclaimed against, 
because he shewed himself prepared on the instant, to sup- 
ply the vacant place of the recreant knight. According to 
the ideas of the politicians of the bon ton^ who always bub- 
stitute personal to national considerations, there ought to 
have been a decent interval allowed either for the gentleman 
to repent, or for us, like fashionable widows, to mourn, be- 
fore a successor were appointed in his room — though in that 
interval the colony should be lost. — I honour Lord Hillsbo- 
rough for having his man ready, ready not only for his 
place, but for the province ; ready not only to kiss hands, 
but to take his passage. And from the watchful activity his 
lordship has exertetl in evefy known instance in his arduous 
employment, I have not the least doubt but that if Lord 
Boutetort had either refused to go, or on any pretext de- 
layed his departure, Lord Hillsborough had still some third 
man in his eye, who would have made ample amends for the 
deficiencies of both, 

** 1 wish this may prove a lesson to all future ministers 
of state to keep a tight rein upon all officers in their depart- 
ments, lest any one should cry out and affect to be surprized, 
when suddenly called upon to do his duty, as he pnzes his 
salary.” epit. 
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joine^ isa&A upon facts, and the poii;iyt would 
long simee'^’have been' determined* Permit me 
^ re^'esg,' your meihoiy with ^me'of them 
<mce moref. 

1. Wjpis not >|^rd Boutetort abs<dutel^q)*^ 
the slst 

%^'Was it i^n|ion^< in ^any shape to Sir 
Jeffery ISmherst before the 4th of August ? 

a. Was it not then mentioned as a measure 
in contemplatiojOLpnly ?, 

4. ‘Did trot l^jnd Boptetort kiss hands next 
motping, that is Frldgy the 5th instant ? ' 

5 . pid not Sir Jero^y Amherst’s opinion in 
council defeat, an ’^American scheme formed % 
you and Lord Barrington, and is not this the 
ti||e cause of your rancour against him ? 

Jt is *in worthy of the character of a gentle- 
man tf endeavour to amuse the public with 
idle declamati(ms, while such questions as these 
remain hnans^red. 

' , , ‘ ' LUCIUS*. 


* lliere wnlS several ^replies to this letter. One by an 
.f^tkpendent Gqv^try Genikmfti/^ just arrived in town^ and 
^difted froiti the iM^d anothar»^igned Chrononho* 

ioniholdgoSf^ >{t(y have obtained so^e |ittention ftom the 
piMid'r ai^^ho latW^^ecialiyp in consequence of the 
^covered tW had madO a mistake, 

the trtiM^tmn b^t in one of th^ dafesj 
lig|pii%nihg t&t Sir Jeffry .Snkerst came to town on 
i^hurtiday, August 4th, instead of one wefk earlier, Thurs- 

i * 
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LETTER XLITI. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROtTGH. 

MV LORD, \5 September, 

There is no surer sign of a weak head 
than a settled depravity of hea;rt. A base ac- 

day, July 28. Both these letters were replied to with much 
spirit b}' the following, signed Corrector, 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, “14 September i 1768. 

I AM not surprised to find the tools of potcer alarmed 
at the sensible, pointed, and masterly letters of your corre- 
spondent Lucius; but the little arts tliey have as yet used 
to baffle his arguments have only served to expose tlicir own 
weakness. I hope the gentleman at the Bell Inn took the 
opportunity of a dry day to get to town for further inform- 
ation ; for in good truth, if he is still storm-staid by the rainy 
xceather, he had much better smoke a pipe with Boniface 
his landlord, than trouble the public with nods, for such I 
call his answers to tlje queries of Lucius, 

My troubling you at present is not to answer such a 
driveller; but on reading this morning the letter in your 
paper, signed with the lo7ig name, 1 found that, at last, 
Mr, Lucius was catched. Your correspondent however deals 
very tenderly with him, being sensible, I suppose, of the 
ticklishness of the ground. As an admirer of the spirit of 
Lucius, and being thoroughly acquainted with the times and 
circumstances in dispute, allow me ,to give the true edition, 
by which it will appear that Mr. Ghrononhotonthologos does 
not mend the matter by his wonderful discovery. 

Lucius begins on Thursday, the 4th of August, whereas 
VOL. IW. L 
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tion is a disorder of the mind, and next to 
the folly of doing it, is the folly which defends 
it. Had the letter signed hucius never been 
answered, you would not have so shamefully 
betrayed the weakness of your cause, and your 
silence might have been interpreted into a con- 
sciousness of innocence* The question is now 
exhausted,, for the public is convinced. How 

in truth it was on Thursday, the 28th of July, that Sir Jef- 
fery* Amherst came tb town, and finding that Lord Hills- 
borough had been at his house, he immediately waited on 
his lordship, when he had the first intimation of his affair. 
Lord Hillsborough’s letter having been sent to Sir Jeffery’s 
house in the country. ' The very next day, viz. Friday, the 
29th, Lord Boutetort kissed hands on his appointment to 
that government, which the day before had been offered to 
Sir Jeffery ; and on the 30th Sir Jeffery sent the requests in 
writing to the Duke of Graflon which have been by the 
ministerial hirelings termed demands^ and which have not 
been fairly represented. Sir Jeffery did not fix on the 
coal mines as the only grants but left it to administration to 
give ^hat, or any other which might be^miorc convenient, to 
enable him to support the dignity he requested ; nor did 
he ask for a separate grant of lands as has been asserted. 
That Sir Jefifeiy Amherst speaks of Lord Hillsborough in 
terms like a gentleman I can easily believe, as he is not ca- 
pable of acting otherwise to a noble nan who has the honour 
of bein^ one of his ‘Majesty’s servants; but that he was 
fhuted dt^e treatment he received I absolutely deny, as it 
must he ei^ident to the world, from what followed the ap- 
pointment of Lord Boutetort, fhat hfe thought himself grossly 
affronted. 

EDIT. 


CORRECTOR. 
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well or ill we have argued is of infinitely less 
importance than the integrity of facts. Yet 
even facts, though separately true, will prove 
nothing, if the order in which they hap- 
pened be confounded. Take it finally, my lord, 
and disprove it if you can. Lord Boutetort’s 
appointment was fixed on or before Sunday. 
You called at Sir Jeffery Amherst’s on tlie Wed« 
nesday following. He was not in town, but 
you saw him next day (TJiursday). You then 
told him that such a measure was in contem- 
plation ; but far from naming his successor, 
you did not tell him that his successor was ap- 
pointed. Yet Lord Boutetort kissed hands the 
next morning (Friday), and the first notice Sir 
Jeffery Amherst received of his lordship’s ap- 
pointment was by an express sent to him that 
evening by his brother. 

That you are a civil, polite person is true. 
Few men undei;stand the little morals better, or 
observe the great ones less, than your lordship. 
You can bow and smile in an honest man’s face, 
while you pick his pocket. These are the vir- 
tues of a court in which your education has not 
been neglected. In any d^tjter school you might 
have learned that simplicity andfintegrity ®re 
worththem all. Sir Jeffery Amherst was fight- 
ing the battles of this country, while you, my 
lord, the^darling child of prudence and urba- 
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nity, were practising the generous arts of a 
courtier, and securing an honourable interest 
in the antichamber of a favourite. 

As a man of abilities for public business 
your first experiment has been unfortunate. 
Your circular letter to the American governors, 
both foj matter and composition, is a perform- 
ance which a school-boy ought to blush for. 
The importance and difficulty of the occasion 
gave you a fair opportunity of shewing by what 
talents you were qualified for the station of a 
minister. The assembly of Massachusets’ Bay, 
not contented with their own efforts to throw off 
their allegiance, solicit the other colonies to unite 
with them in measures of the same tendency 
and spirit. A resolution of this extraordinary 
nature demanded the whole attention of govern- 
ment, and yours in particular. Let us see how 
you have treated it. Instead of a clear precise 
insti’uction t» each governor j— ^instead of sepa- 
rate instructions adapted to the temper, cir- 
cumstances, and interests of the several pro- 
vinces, wherein you might have shewn your 
political abilities as well as your knowledge of 
that country; >irhat have you done? In a cir- 
cular 'le*tter of twenty or thirty lines (conceived 
in the same, terms to all the governors) you tell 

“ That this measjire is of a dangerous and 
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factious tendency.” A most 'wonderful disco- 
very. 

“ That it is calculated to inflame the minds 
of his Majesty’s subjects,” ir/iat else do you 
think was meant by it? 

“ An unwarrantable combination.” That's 
the question "with them, and why did you not 
qrrox'e it so ? 

“ That it excites an opposition to parlia- 
meut.” What other design in the name of folly 
cbuld he proposed by it? 

“ That it subverts the true principles of the 
constitution.” Which they utterly deny. 

What are these but the loose hackneyed 
terms of office, which make no impression be- 
cause they convey no argument, and hardly 
a determinate meaning. You . have not sug- 
gested a single motive to any one of the colo- 
nies, why they should not unite with the as- 
sembly of Bost<jn. This task you leave to the 
governors, and if they find it an easy one, so 
much the better. Your conclu.sion however is 
a master-piece. You desire the governors to 
prevail with their assemblies to take no notice 
of the requisition from Boston, 'which "will be 
treating it 'with the contempt it deserves. What, 
my lord, do you seriously think, that a formal 
attempt to unite the whole continent of Arne- 
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rica in rebellion against this country deserves 
nothing but the silent indifference of contempt? 
Is this the language of business or attention ? 
Your letter, my lord, does indeed deserve con- 
tempt, but the enterprizes of the colonies are 
of other importance. They call for other mea- 
sures and other ministers, and be assured that, 
when parliament meets, unless you intend to 
govern without one, neither you nor your com- 
panions will be permitted to ruin this country 
with impunity. 

LUCIUS. 

P. S. A friend of mine has taken the pains to 
collect a number of the epithets with which Lord 
Hillsborough has been pleased to honour me in 
the course of our correspondence. I shall lay 
them before the public in one view, as a speci- 
men of his lordship’s urbanity and singular 
condescension. 

1. Wretched scribbler. , 

2. Worthless fellow. 

3. Vile incendiary. 

4. False liar, in opposition to a true one. 

5. Snarler. 

6. Contemptible thing. 

7. Abandoned tool of opposition, and dia- 
bolical miscreant. 

Impudent scurrilous wretcb. 
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9. Rascal and scoundrel,.j7a5nin. 

10. Barking cur; bjf 'way of distinction from 

1 1. Barking animal ; cum multis aUis. 

To all which I shall only say, that his lord- 
ship’s arguments are upon a level with his po- 
liteness. 

F. S. I acknowledge a mistake the moment 
I perceive it. I have advanced the transaction 
between Lord Hillsborough and Sir Jeffery Am- 
herst too forward by one complete week. But 
the days of the week, the fabts, and the order 
in which they succeeded one another, are the 
same. You see plainly that my aj^'guments are 
not affected by this mistake. If they had, I 
should have acknowledged it without hesita- 
tion. 


LETTER XLIV. 

TO THE EARL OF HILLSBOROUGH. 

’ , , i, 

4 " '■*!- ' 

MV LORD, 20 Septemler, 1768. 

Permit me to have the honour of in- 
troducing you to a very amiable i^nd valuable 
acquaintance. Mr. Ford is the gentleman I 
mean. Your lordship will forgave the timidity 
and bashfulness of his first address, and, con- 
sidering your quality, condescend to make him 
some advances. There is a similarity in your 
circumstances, to say nothing of your virtues 
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and understanding, which may lay the founda- 
tion of a solid friendship between you for the 
rest of your lives. Undoubtedly you are not 
quite unacquainted with a character, on which 
you appear to have formed your own. His case 
was singular, my lord, and cannot fail of ex- 
citing sortie emotions of sympathy in your lord- 
ship’'S breast. This worthy man found himself 
exposed to a most malicious prosecution for 
peijury. A profligate jury found him guilty, 
and a cruel judge pronounced his sentence of 
imprisonment, pillory, and transportation. His 
mind was a good deivl distressed in the course 
of this affair (for he too is a man of delicate 
feelings), but his character, like yours, was above 
the reach of malice. Not to keep your lord- 
ship any longer in pain, I have the pleasure of 
telling you that, when law and justice had done 
their worst, a lady, in whom he seldom places 
any confidence at cards, was generous enough 
to stand his friend. Fortune discovered a flaw 
in the indictment ; and now, my lord, in spite 
of an iniquitous prosqpution, in spite of con- 
viction and sentence, he stands as fair in his 
reputation as ever he did. \our lordship will 
naturally be struck with the resemblance be-, 
tween your case and his. Facts were so parti- 
cularly stated against you that they could not be 
denied }r— the order in which they happened was 
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demonstrated, and sentence was pronounced by 
the public. The affair was over, when up gets 
Tommy Ford, and discovers that the -whole 
transaction passed in the last week of July in- 
stead of the first in August. This mistake, as 
it brought the object nearer to us, I called ad- 
vancing. In your lordship’s country presume 
it may properly be called a retreat. Here, how- 
ever, the comparison ends. Your friend escaped 
by a form of law. But you, my lord, have been 
tried at a tribunal of honour and equity. The 
public, who are your judges, will not suffer my 
mistake (however it may prove the badness of 
my heart to acknowledge it) to quash the in- 
dictment against you. You are convicted of 
having done a base and foolish action, in a 
manner the most despicable and absurd. Your 
punishment attends you in the contempt and 
detestation of mankind. 

Your lordship has been pleased to publish a 
long letter in *the Gazetteer, to prove that all 
Sir Jeffery Amherst’s military services are a 
mere fiction. You did i^ot sign it indeed, be- 
cause you had lately signed another, containing 
the most express and authentic acknowledg- 
ment of those services, in a style of applause, 
not very distant from flattery. You will not 
now it seems allow him any share in the reduc- 
tion of Louisbourg, or the conquest of Canada, 



1A4 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Perhaps after all he never was in America. I 

am not a soldier, my lord, nor will I pretend to 

determine, what share of honour a general is 

entitled to for success, who must have borne 

the whole blame and disgrace, if he had failed. 

Had the event been unfavourable, his officers, I 
^ . . 
dare say,‘ would have been willing enough to 

yield their concern in it to their commander in 
chief. As to the rest, I have heard from mili- 
tary men, that the judgment and capacity, which 
make resistance useless or impracticable, are 
rated much higher than even the resolution 
which overcomes it. When you, my lord, and 
Mr. Ford are forgotten, this country will re- 
member with gratitude, that Sir Jeffery Amherst 
had the honour of making sixteen French bat- 
talions prisoners of war — that he carried on the 
whole war in America at an expense less than 
the fortunes, which' some individuals had ac- 
quired by contracts and management in Ger- 
many; — and that he did not put the savings into 
his own pocket. 

If a British peerage be too high a reward for 
these services, at least do him justice. Do not 
assure the public that he was not contented with 
a revenue of four thousand pounds a year, when 
you know that the income of his government 
and two regiments, did not exceed two thousand 
three hundred, and that, until he was positively 
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outraged, he never complained. As I profess 
dealing in facts, take the account. 

Government of Virginia 1500 

Fifteenth regiment 600 

Commandant of the 60th 200 

2300 

As to a peerage, you would have done well 
to consider upon what sort of people this ho- 
nour has been conferred for ten years past. 
Among the rest, we should be glad to know 
what were your lordship’s services or merits, 
when you were created Baron of Harwich. I 
take for granted that they were of a different 
complexion from those of Sir J. A. since they 
have been so differently rewarded! 

Here I shall conclude. You have sent Sir 
Jeffery Amherst to the plough. You have left 
him poor in every article of which a false fawn- 
ing minister could deprive him ; — but you have 
left him rich in the esteem, the love and vene- 
ration of his country. You cannot tiow recal 
him by any offer of wealth or honours. Yet I 
foretel that a time will come, when you yourself 
will be the cause of his return. Proceed, my 
lord, as you have begun, and you will soon re- 
duce this country to an extremity, in which the 
wisest and best subjects must be called upon, 
and^iinwsf be employed. Till then efijoy your 
triutbph. 


LUCIUS. 
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LETTER XLV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 6 October, 1768. 

Since my last letter was printed*, a ques- 
tion has been stated in the newspapers, which 
I think it incumbent upon me, as an honest 
man, to answer. Admitting my representation 
of the melancholy state of this country, and of 
public credit to be strictly true, “ what good pur- 
pose can it answer to discover such truths, and 
to lay our weakness open to the world?” One 
would think such a question hardly wanted a 
reply. If a real misfortune were lessened by 
concealment j — if, by shutting our eyes to our 
weakness, we could give our enemies an opinion 
of our strength, none but a traitor would with- 
draw the veil, which covered the nakedness of 
his country. But if the contraijy be true j if 
conceal rilent serves only to nourish and increase 
the mischief, the conclusion is direct. A good 
subject will endeavour to rouse the attention of 
his country; — he will give the alarm, and point 
out the danger, against which she ought to 
provide. , The policy of concealment is no bet- 
ter than fhe wisdom of a prodigal, who wastes 

* Miscellaneous Letters, No. XXXIII. p. 91. edit. 
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his estate without reflection, and has not courage 
enough to examine his accounts. 

In my last letter, I foretold the great fall of 
the stocks, which has since happened, and 1 
now do not scruple to foretel that they must 
and will fall much lower. Yet I am not moved 
by the arts of stock-jobbers, or by temporary 
rumours, magnified, if not created, for particu- 
lar purposes in the alley. These artifices are 
directed to maintain a fluctuation not a conti- 
nued fall. The principles on wliich my reason- 
ing is founded, are taken generally from the 
state of France and of this country. When I 
see our natural enemy strong enough not only to 
elude a material article of treaty but to set us 
at defiance while they conquer a kingdom t; 
and when I combine this appearance of strength 
with their natural restlessne.ss, I cannot doubt 
of their taking the first op])ortunity to re- 
cover their lost honour, by a fresh declaration 
of war. On the other hand, considering the 
hostile temper of the colonies towards us, the 
oppressive weight of a monstrous debt (to whicli 
a peace of six years has scarce given a sensible 

His Most Catholic Majesty, being a branch of tlie 
Bourbon dynasty — in the refusal of Ins ministers to discharge 
the Manilla ransom, kdit. 

I Corsica, ldit. 
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relief) and, above all, the misery, weakness, and 
distraction of our interior government, I cannot 
have a doubt that our enemies now have, or in 
a very little time will have, the fairest opportu- 
nity they can wish %r to force us into a war. 
The conclusion, to be drawn from these pre- 
mises, is obvious. It .amounts to a moral cer- 
tainty, and leaves no room for hope or appre- 
hension. 

To these, which are the most important cir- 
cumstances of our situation, may well be added 
the high price of labour, the decay of trade, and 
the ruinous system on which it is conducted. 
Every minuter article conspires against us. The 
deficiency of the civil list must be paid, and 
cannot be paid with less than seven hundred 
thousand pounds. The India company will 
yield to no terms, which are not founded on an 
express acknowledgment of their exclusive pro- 
perty in their conquests in Asia. How far their 
pretensions are just is at least a doubtful ques- 
tion. Whether parliament will divest them of 
this property, by a mere declaratory law, is a 
matter of the most important consideration. It 
would be a dreadful precedent, because it 
would shake every security of private property. 
Yet, even if that were determined, another 
question remains full of difficulty and danger ; 
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— that is, in what manner the public will avail 
themselves of this great right, decided by no- 
thing but a vote of parliament. 

Sir, I am not affected by the rumours of the 
day. If the stocks rise or ftll upon a report of 
tranquillity or tumult at Boston*, I am satisfied 
that it is owing to the arts and management of 
stock-jobbers. But I see the spirit which has 
gone abroad through the colonies, and I .know 
what consequences that spirit must and 'will pro- 
duce. If it be determined to enforce the au- 
thority of the legislature, the event will be 
uncertain: but if we yield to.the pretensions of 
America, there is no farther doubt about the 
matter. From that moment they become an 
independent people, they open their trade with 
the rest of the world, and England is undone. 

In these circumstances, calamitous as they 
are, I yet think the uniform direction of a great 
and able minister might do^uch. His earliest 
care, I am persuaded, \ilbuld be to provide a 
fund to support the first alarm and expense of 
a rupture with France. If prepared to meet a 
war, he might perhaps avoid it. His next ob- 
ject would be to form a plan of agreement with 
the colonies. He would consent to yield some 
ground to the Americans, if it were possible to 


* See note to Vol. II. p. i4^, Bon . 
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receive a security from them, that they never 
would advance beyond the line then drawn, 
upon conditions mutually agreed on. By an 
equitable offer of this kind, he would certainly 
unite this country^n (i^lie support of his mea- 
sures, and I am persuaded he would have the 
reasonable part of the Americans of his side. 

These, Sir, unfortunately for us, are views 
too high and important even to be thought of, 
while we are governed as wc are. I would not 
descend to a reproachful word against men, 
whose persons I hardly know: but it is impossi- 
ble for an honest man to behold the circum- 
stances, fo wliicli a weak (Ustracted administra- 
tion has reduced us, without feeling one pang 
at least for the approaching ruin of Great Bri- 
tain. 

ATTICUS. 


LE'lTEll XLVI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 12 October y 1768. 

I BELIEVE one may challenge any time 
or country to produce more noble instances of 
a free and raaply spirit, than have appeared in 
seyeral of your late correspondents. Without 
direction, without information, without promise 
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or hope of reward, without personal friendship, 
favour, or acqua^tauce, several heroes of the 
pen have boldly stood *forth and generously 
dared to defend a great minister of state, aU 
though in the plenitude bfliis power, and in- 
vested with the patronage to an infinite number 
of lucrative offices. This^ I sajr, is^true virtue; 
and this virtue your correspondents, with va- 
rious hard names, have solemnly assured us 
they possess. 

They have demonstrated, to the satisfaction 
of the public, against the calumnies of a dull 
writer, called Lucius, that every part of the late 
conduct of Lord Hillsborough with regard to 
Sir J. Amherst is just what it ought to have 
been; nothing ill-intentioned, nothing either 
deficient or redundant; and that it may well 
serve for a pattern upon all similar occasions. 

However, it sometinies happens a little per- 
versely, that tlje very besj^flbtions have every 
now and then consequences th^ are somewhat 
odd — I do not say absolutely bad; but only a 
little untoward. Thus though Lord Hillsbo- 
rough has done his duty to a miracle in all 
parts of this business, and that his character 
comes like gold out of the furnace of this fierce 
contest; yet so it happens, th,at the event and 
the sole event of all this upright intention and 
wise action is, that the nation has at a critical 

VOL. III. M 
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time lost to her service' Sir J. Atnhferst; amt 
has gained to it Lord'Bouteto^. 

This is a little crooked with regard to the 
politicial effect of the measure^ bift I hope it is 
sftt to rights by , this ifloral' consequence. Re- 
wards and ^unishmehts are so distributed, as to 
point out fqr the future, to all people in the 
civil or military lines, the conduct they ought 
to pursue iu’such a manner, that it is impossible 
they should mistake their way. For Sir Jeffery 
Amherst has lost 2,300 a’ year by his folly — 
Lord Hillsborough and Lord Boutetort have 
each acquired as much by their wisdom. I 
cannot fcrb^r to congratulate the public upon 
all these favourable appearances. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

TEMPOBUM FELICITAS. 

EETffeR XLVII. ■ 

TO THE PRINTER OF. THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

..SIR, ’ - * IS October, 1768. 

" ’ Your corresp2>ndent', who calls hira- 

* self Friend to Public Credit^ has given us one 
;^he most extravagant '.conceits that ever en- 
llred into the brain of a politician. He assures 
us that a rupture with France' or Spain is highly 
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improbable, because the secretary of state* for 
that department possesses- no share in his mas- 
ter’s confidence, and, is in open enmity with his 
colleagues in office. " Supposing the argument 
to be just, let us see how+far it will extend. 
One of his Majesty’s ministers is hated and dis- 
trusted} ergOj a war js improbable. But if 
two of them should happen to be in that un- 
pleasant situation, the improbability would in- 
crease, and so we should proceed to an in- 
evitable conclusion. If all the ministry were 
separately suspected by their master, and reci- 
procally detested by one another (which 1 fancy 
is not far from the truth), a decljiratibn of war 
would be the last thing to be expected. At 
this rate the peace of this country is established 
upon a foundation equally new and secure; 
upon the distraction of the councils by which 
we are governed. What a pity it is that not 
one article in this pretty syllogism is true! I 
agree with ydur correspondent, that when a na- 
tion is governed as we are, our constant prayer 
should be. Give peace in the time of tMse minis- 
ters^ O Lord! But I fear that the same reasons, 
which ought to keep m quiet, will operate in a 
contrary direction upon our enemies. I fear 
they only wait until the differences with our 


* Lord Shelburne. 
M 2 
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colonies and the divisions among ourselves are 
arrived at a crisis, and that then they will over- 
whelm us with an open war. In the mean time 
the House of Bourbon are labouring to unite 
their strength, and to extend the hounds of their 
dominion. Their insatiable ambition will not 
spare even the father o^ their church, who must 
be ^tirely dispossessed of his territories, unless 
the protestant powers interpose in his defence. 
It was and *might for ever to be our policy to 
suppdft this prince in his temporal power, with- 
out any regard to his religion. If he were a 
Turk, he ought to be protected in the posses- 
sion of his dominions against the House of 
Bourbon. 0 ( are we to sink into a lethargic 
stupidity, while the French conquer Corsica 
and overrun Italy, and sit with our arms across, 
until they thunder at our gate? There is cer- 
tainly some dreadful infatuation, which hangs 
over and directs the councils of this country. 
Our ministers drive us headlong to destruction, 
while their emissaries insult us with assurances 
that the divisions among the king’s servants 
form best security of poace with our ene- 
mies., „ God knows. Sir, it is time to rouse and 
shake off this lethargy. It is time for parlia- 
ment to. interpose, if yet there be a hope of 
savp^ Great Britain. 'Our last constitutional 
r||ptirce is vested in parliament. By whose 
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advice or neglect the Frencli were suffered to 
land in Corsica should be one fjf the first objects 
of their enquiry, and whether French money 
has been given or received here. Every mea- 
sure of government opens an ample field for 
a parliamentary inquisitij^. If this resource 
should fail us, our next and latest appeal must, 
be made to heaven. > . 

' BRUTUS. 


LETTER XLVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC AI^^RTISER. 

SIR, 19 October, 1763. 

We are assured by the advocates of 
the ministry, that while Lord Shelburne is se- 
cretary of state, we can have no reason to 
apprehend a rupture with France or Spain. 
This proposition is singular enough, and I be- 
lieve turns upon a refinement very distant from 
the simplicity of common sense. But, admit- 
ting it to be self-evident, the conclusion is^uch 
as I apprehend your correspondent, who signs 
himself A Jriend to public credit^ did not clearly 
foresee. If Lord Shelburne’s remaining in of- 
fice constitutes a securitjf of peace, his being 
suddenly removed must amount to a declaration 
of war. Now, Sir, the fact is, that his lordship’s 
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removal has been for some weeks in agitation, 
and is within these few days absolutely deter- 
mined*. If' I were a party- writer, the indiscre- 
tion of the ministerial advocates would give me 
as many advantages as even the wretched con- 
duct of the ministry |hemselves. But I write 
fo^he public, and in that view hold myself far 
^Qive^ little triumph over men, whose composi- 
tions are as ’weak as the cause they defend t. 

In my former letters I have given you a 
melancholy but a true representation of the 
state of this country. Every packet from Ame- 
rica and ^e continent confirms it. The de- 
monstratiofl^f facts follows the probability of 
argument, and the prediction of the present 
hour is the experience of the next. If you will 
now permit me to offer my opinion of the great 
persons, under whose administration we are re- 
duced to this deplorable state, the public will 
be enabled to judge whether these are the men 
most likely to relieve us from it. The curiosity 
of personal malice .shall make no part of this 
enquiry. As public men we have a right to be 
acquainted with their real characters, because 
yye.are interested in their public conduct. 

. Lord Shelburne resigned October ai, 1766 . edit. 

Private Letter, No. 5. in which the author makes 
» a similar remark upon the writers in defence of the then ad- 
ministration. EDIT. 
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When the Duke of Grafton first entered 
into office, it was the fashion of the times to sup- 
pose that young men might 'have wisdom with- 
out experience. 'I'hey thought s.o themselves, 
and the most important afiairs of this country 
were committed to thefirst trial of their a ilities. 
His Grace had honoUi'ably flesht his maiden 
sword in the field of opposition, and hadrgpne 
through all the discipline of the ininority^with 
credit. He dined at Wildman’s, railed at fa- 
vourites, looked up to Lord Chatham with 
astonishment, and was the declared advocate of 
Mr, Wilkes. It afterwards pleased his Grace to 
enter into administration withd^ friend Lord 
Rockingham, and, in a very Tittle time, it 
pleased his Grace to abandon him. He then 
accepted of the treasury upon terms which 
Lord Temple had disdained. For a short time 
his submission to Lord Chatham was unlimited. 
He could nqj; answer a private letter without 
Lord Chatham’s permission. I presume he was 
then learning his trade, for he soon set up for 
himself. Until he declared himself the mini- 
ster, his character had been but little under- 
stood. From that moment a system of con- 
duct, directed by passion and caprice, not bnly 
reminds ns that he is a^oung man, but a young 
man without solidity w judgment. One day 
he desponds and threatens to resign. The next, 
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he finds his blood heated, and swears to his 
friends he is determined to go on. In his public 
measures we have seen no proof either of abi- 
lity ^ consistency. The. stamp-act had been 
repemed (no matter how unwisely) under the 
preceding administration. The colonies had 
reason to triumph, arid were returning to their 
goj^’hi^our. The point was decided, when 
this young man thought proper to revive it. 
Without either plan 'or necessity he adopts the 
spirit of Mr. Grenville’s measures, and renews 
the question of taxation in a form more odious 
and less effectual than that of the law which 
had been rep^|^d. 

With respect to the invasion of Corsica *, 
it will be matter of parliamentary enquiry, whe- 
ther he has carried on a secret negociation with 
the French court, in terms contradictory to 
the resolution of council, and to the instruc- 
tions drawn up thereupon by his,. Majesty’s se- 
cretary of state t. If it shall appear that he 
has quitted the line of his department to be- 

* See notes in VoL I, p* 72. When, upon the invitation 
of the Genoese, the French invjid i Corsica, a remonstrance 
was preiiieDted by the English minister at Paris; but here 
the reiriiBtaDce dropped. ^ edit* 

motion which tended to an enquiry of this kind 
in the House of Cf^lftaiions by Hans Sloane, Esq. 
hurthe uninfluencedf unplacedy unpensioned majority ^ thought 
proper to put a negative upon it. 
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tray the honour and security of his country, 
and if there be a power sufficient to protect 
him, in such a case, against public justice, the 
constitution of Great Britain is at an end. 

His standing foremost in the persecution of 
Mr. Wilkes, if former declarations and connec- 
tions be considered, is base and contemptible*. 
The man whom he now brands with t^e'a^p 
and blasphemy, but a very few years ago was 
the Duke of Grafton's friend, nor is his identity 
altered, except by his misfortunes.— In the last 
instance of his Grace’s judgment and con- 
sistency we see him, after trying and deserting 
every party, throw himself into tl^' arms of a 
set of men, whose political principles he had 
always pretended to abhor. These men I doubt 
not will teach him the folly of his conduct bet- 
ter than I can.- They grasp at every thing, 
and will soon push him from his seat. His pri- 
vate history wonld but little deserve our atten- 
tion, if he had not voluntarily brought it into 
public notice. 1 will not call the amusements 
of a young man criminal, though I think they 
become his age better than his station. There 
is a period at which the most unruly passions 
are gratified or exhausted, and which leaves the 
mind clear and undistui^ed in its attention to 


* Sec Junius, Vol. I,'p. 1S6. edit. 
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business. His Grace’s gallantry would be of- 
fended if we were to suppose him within many 
years of being thus qualified for public affairs. 
As for the rest, making every allowance for 
the frailty of human nature, I can make none 
for a continued breach of public decorum * ; 
nor caji I believe that man very zealous for the 
intere^Jt of his country who sets her opinion at 
defian^ce. This nobleman, however, has one 
claim to respect, since it has pleased our gra- 
cious Sovereign to make him prime minister of 
Great Britain. 

The chancellor of the exchequer t is a mo- 
derate man and pretends to no higher merit 
than that of an humble assistant in office. If 
he escapes censure, he is too prudent to aim at 
applause. The necessity of his affairs had se- 
parated him from earlier friendships and con- 
nections, and if he were of any consequence, 
we might lament that an honest man slrould 
find it necessary to disgrace -himself in a post 
he is utterly unfit for. But we have other ob- 
jects to attend to. It depends greatly upon 
the present managemeni- of the finances, whe- 
ther this country shall stand or fall. A com- 
mpta clerk in office may conduct the ordinary 

* See Junius, Yol, I, 159. and Miscellaneous Letter 

' 70 ^ EDIT. 

f Lord North, edit. 
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rjiipplies of the year, but to give a sensible re- 
lief to public credit, or to provide funds against 
a rupture abroad, are objects above him. To 
remove those oppressions whicli lie heaviest 
upon trade, and, by the same operation, to im- 
prove tlie revenue, demands a superior capacity, 
supported by tlie most extensive knowledge. 
To vulgar minds it m.ay appear unattaih'ahle, 
because vulgar minds make no distinction be- 
tween the highly difficult and the impossible *. 

The Earl of Hillsborough t set out with a 
determined attachment to the court party, let 
who would be minister. He had one vice less 
than other courtiers, for he never even pre- 
tended to be a patriot. The Oxford election 
gave him an opportunity of shewing some skill 
in parliamentary management, while an uni- 
form obsequious submission to his superiors in- 
troduced him into lucrative places, and crowned 
his ambition with a peerage. He is now what 
they call a king’s man ; ready, as the closet 
directs, to be any thing or nothing, but always 
glad to be employed. A new department, ere- 

* See Lord North’s talents further discussed in the let- 
ters of Junius, No. xxxix. Vol. II. .p. 148. where the writer 
does not appear to entertain a much higher opinion of them 
than in his present address, edit. 

f Minister for the colonial department, edit. 
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ated on purpose for him, attracted a greater 
expectation than he has yet been able to sup- 
port. In his first act of power he has betrayed 
a most miserable want of judgment. A pro- 
vision for Lord Boutetort was not an object of 
importance sufficient to justify a risk of the 
first imfiression, which a new minister must 
give of himself to the public. For my own 
part I hold him in some measure excused; be- 
cause I am persuaded the defence he has de- 
livered privately to his friends is true, “ That 
the measure came from another and a higher 
quarter.” But still ^e is the tool, and ceasing 
to be criminal, sinks into contempt. In his 
new department I am sorry to say he has shewn 
neither abilities nor good sense. His letters to 
the colonies contain nothing but expressions 
equally loose and violent. The minds of the 
Americans are not to be conciliated by a lan- 
guage, which only contradicts without attempt- 
ing to persuade. His correspondence upon the 
whole i^ so defective both in design and com- 
position, that it woifld deserve our pity, if the 
consequences to be dreaded from it did not 
excite our indignation. This treatment of the 
colonies^ added to his Refusal to present a peti- 
tion from one of them to the king, (a direct 
of the dilatation of rights) will na- 
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turally throw them all into a flame. I protest. 
Sir, I am astonished at the infatuation which 
seems to have directed his whole, conduct. The 
otlier ministers were proceeding in their usual 
course, without foreseeing or regarding cithise* 
quences; but this nobleman seems to have 
marked out, by a determined choice, thq means 
to precipitate our destruction. 

The earl of Shelburne had initiated himself 
in business, by carrying messages between the 
Earl of Bute and Mr. Fox, and was for some 
time a favourite with both. Before he was an 
ensign he thought himself fit to be a general, and 
to be a leading minister before he ever saw a pub- 
lic office. The life of this young man is a sa- 
tire on mankind. The treachery, which deserts 
a friend, might be a virtue, compared to the, 
fawning baseness which attaches itself to a de- 
clared enemy. Lord ('hatham became his idol, 
introduced him into the most difficult depart- 
ment of the state, and left him there to shift 
for liimself. It was a master-piece of revenge. 
Unconnected, unsupported, he remains in office 
without interest or dignity, as if the income 
were an equivalent for all loss of reputation. 
Without spirit or judgment to take an advan- 
tageous moment of retiring, he submits to be 
insulted, as long as he is paid for it. But even 
this abject conduct will avail him nothing. 
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Like his great archetype, the vapour on which 
he rose deserts him, and now, 

“ Fluttering his pennons vain, plumb down he drops*.” 

cannot observe without reluctance, that 
the only man of real abilities in the present ad- 
ministrs^tion, is not an object either of respect 
or esteem. The character of the lord chan- 
cellor t is a strong proof jthat an able, consistent, 
judicious conduct, depends upon otlier qualities 
than those of the head. Passions and party, in 
his lordship’s understanding, had united all tlie 
extremes. They gave him to the world in one 
moment, the. patron of natural liberty, inde- 
pendent of civil constitutions ; in the next the 
assertor of prerogative independent of lawj. 
How he will advise the crown in the present 
crisis, is of more importance to the public than 
to himself. His patronage of Mr. Wilkes, and 
of America, have succeeded to his wish. They 
have given him a peerage, a pension, and the 
seals; and, as for his future opinions, he can 
adopt none for which he may not find a pre- 
cedent and justification i» his former conduct. 

, The Earl of Chatham — I had much to say, 
but it were inhuman to persecute, when Pro- 

* Milton, Paradise Lost, ih edit. 

+ Lord Camden, edit. 

I See Junius, Letter lix. Vol. II. p. 350. edit. 
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vidence has marked out the example to man- 
kind * ! 

My Lord Granby is certainly a brave man 
and a generous man, and both without design 
or reflection. How far the army is ii^i'^'ved 
under his direction, is another question. His 
German friends will all have regiments j and it 
is enough to say of his lordshij), that he has too 
much good humour to jpontradict the reigning 
minister. 

The length of this^letter will not permit me 
to do particular justice to the Duke of Bedford’s 
friends ; neither is it necessary. With one 
united view they have but one character. My 
Lord Gower and Lord Weymouth were dis- 
tressed, and Rigby was insatiable. The school 
they w^ere bred in taught them how to abandon 
their friends, without deserting their principles. 
There is a littleness even in their ambition ; for 
money is their^ first object. Their professed 
opinions upon some great points are so different 
from those of the party with which they are 
now united, that the council-qhamSer is become 
a scene of open hostilities. While the fate of 

• Lord Chatham was at this time so severely tortured 
and worn away by the gout, that it was supposed he would ' 
never be able<to resume an active part in politics, and in a 
very few days after the publication of this letter, resigned 
his post of lord privy seal. epit. 



MISCELLANEOUS 


176 

Great Britain is at stake, these worthy coun- 
sellors dispute without decency, advise without 
sincerity, resolve without decision, and leave 
the measure to be executed by the man wh^ 
voted against it. This, I conceive, is the last 
disorder of the state. The consultation meets 
but to disagree. Opposite medicines are pre- 
scribed, and the last fixed on is changed by the 
hand that gives it. 

Such is the council, by which the best of 
sovereigns is advised, an^. the greatest nation 
upon** earth governed. Sepitrately the figures 
are only offensive ; in a group they are formida- 
ble. Comraesce languishes, manufactures are 
oppressed, and public credit already feels her 
approaching dissolution ; yet, under the direc- 
tion of this council, we are to prepare for a 
dreadful contest with the colonies, and a war 
with the whole house of Bourbon. I am not 
surprised that the generality of men should en- 
deavour to shut their eyes to this melancholy 
prospect. Yet I am filled with grief and indig- 
nation, ^henl behold a wise and gallant people 
lost in a stupidity, which does not ^el, because 
it will not look forward. The voice of one 
man will hardly, be heard when the voice of 
truth and reason is neglected ; but as far as 
sdbe extends, the autuors of ouf ruin shall be 
marked out to the public, I will not tamely sub- 
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niit to be saerificed, noidtall this counti^ perish 
without wamktf. 

ATTICUS. 


LETTER XLIX. 

TO THE hhtNTER OF^tHE PUBLIC ADVfeRTlSEn. 
SIR, 4 . 26 Oi^tAer, nOb. ^ 

The great al^ties which ^a;v% distiao- 
guished the character of the Earl of 'Jlochfordy 
have justly procured%UB> the love of his coun* 
trymen, aad have entitled bini t^o the favour and 
protection of his sovereign : it was therefore 
with universd. approbatioa that^he pufaiic re* 
ceived the promises of his advancement at this 
important crisis to^the important office of secre- 
tary of state. It was with a degree of hope, to 
which they have long been unaccustomed, that 
they flattered th^selves foreign business would 
now be no longer n^lected. They had reason 
to expect mu(^ l^om a ni^n to whom nature 
had been lavish, and whose natural talenti^ 
great as they were, must hhve bc!6ii'‘dol3riderfb. 
bly augmented by. a long restdcnMSe and a con- 
stant attention to business in courts, which are 
perh^is superior to all oth^ in the arts and 
mysteries of negotiation. > It was^ow that fhey> 
&lt thenu^t^ secure in the assurance ‘that 
correqiondences with the courts of Pajpis, Ikihu' 
VOL. in. H 
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drid, and Turin were to be carried on by a man 
above all others qualified for so arduous a task; 
by a man who had gained great reputation as 
an ambassador in each of them. 

It was in vain that the enemies to admini* 
stration endeavoured to suggest that that noble> 
man was not singled out on account of his su- 
perior abilities, but on account of his neutrality 
and non-attachment to any particular men or 
measures ; it was in vain that they represented 
his nomination as a mere'act of necessity, re- 
sulting from the incapacity of the leaders to 
promote any other without widening their bot- 
tom, which was a measure that, above all others, 
they most apprehended. 

These suggestions had little or no effect ; 
they were either totally disbelieved or disre- 
garded; the consequence, was good, and the 
public were not at all curious to know the cause; 
their joy, that such a measure was to take place, 
was only equalled by their surprise ; and as their 
joy proceeded from a reflection of the past, as 
it related to “Lord Rochford, they were inat- 
tentive to the present, as it related to others. 

What pity it is that they were so soon dis- 
appointed, and that a joy so well founded was 
destined to be of so short a duration. In pro- 
pfllrtion as they were elevated with the hopes of 
his being taken into office, so are they dejected 
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|by the manne;:.pf- his appointment. The course 
and ,ord^r qC, business appears to have been 
violated, and that vacancy, to which his lord- 
ship ought to have succeeded, and which he 
was so well qualified to fill, has been sudered to 
be possessed by another altogether a stranger to 
the principal wheels of those machines, which 
it becomes his duty to regulate ; and the abi- 
lities of the earl have, been as far as possible 
thwarted by his being plunged into a corre- 
spondence with courts, of whose maxims and 
interests he is no better qualified to judge 
than any other of his Majesty's servants who 
would make use of as much attention, and who 
may be happily endowed with as much pene- 
tration *. It is now then that the public have 
both cause and inclination to ask a question, 
which they before thought useless and imper- 
tinent : it is now that with horror they reflect 
on the intelligence communicated by your cor- 
respondent Atilcus * j it is now that they trem- 
ble at the thoughts of a secret negotiation with 
the French court in relation to Corsica j and it 
is now that they ask. Why was Lord Rochford 
appointed secretary of state, and for the north- 
ern department!? 

^ WHY? 

* See the preceding letter, bdit. 

-{- See this subject further discussed in Junius, letter r. 
Vol. I. p. .57. BPIT. 
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LETTER L. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, ^ October, 1768. 

When an anonymous writer teUs the 
public, that a great minister, who happens to 
be his particular friend, has given him assu- 
rances of any sort, with regard to state affairs, 
the authority is doubly suspicious. In the first 
place, that such writers should have such friends 
is not, in the highest degree, probable. In the 
next, it is much to be doubted, whether minis- 
ters of state always tell the truth even to their 
most intimate acquaintance. I take for granted, 
the author of the letter, signed Plain Truth and 
Justice*, is a modest man, since he expects au 
implicit reliance on the bare assertion of a per- 
son entirely unknown to us. ,BUt I fear he will 
find himself a little disappointed, for the public 
is not to be imposed upon by such gross arti- 
fices. The letters, in which your correspondent 
Atticus had foretold the uecline of public credit, 
seemed to rest upon a very different footing. 

* He alludes to a corresppndent in the Public Adver- 
tiser, who had replied to his former letter under this sig- 
nature. EDIT. 
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He maile no assertions of his own, because he 
neither required nor expected any reliance on 
his personal credit or authority. He stated 
facjts too notorious to be disputed, and he rea> 
soned upon them in a way, which there has yet 
been no attempt to answer. This is the fair 
ground on which his opponents ought to meet 
him. Vague assertions have no claim to credit, 
and, if they had, would amount to no proof. 
What ministers are pleased to say, or what their 
friends say for them, is but of little moment. 
A man, who in the present crisis would direct 
his conduct upon sure grounds, ought to ex* 
amine the real state of public aflairs, and, ac- 
cording as he finds them, act with prudence for 
himself and his family. 1 know that an artful 
combination in the alley, may, for a short time, 
raise or sink the price of stocks a trifle. But 
no arts, no combination can support them 
against the reality of national distress. The 
maxim holds through life. A beggar may cut 
a figure for a day, but his ruin is inevitable, and 
his creditors perish with him. 

Your correspondent assures us that no 
money will be wanted for the ensuing year. 
With all due respect to an anonymous asser- 
tion, I should be glad to know by what sort of 
reasoning he would support it. Do the ministry 
mean to leave the debt on the civil list unpaid ? 
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I will tell him, that they cannot, dare Hot do 
it. This debt amounts to above six hundred 
thousand pounds, and if they can pay it without 
money, so much the better. — Have they made 
any agreement with the East-India Company ? 
No — Have they made any provision for out- 
standing navy and victualling bills ? I answer, 
they must whether they will or no. — Have the 
Bank agreed to continue creditors for the last 
million they advanced to government ? I an- 
swer, that the Bank have no confidence in the 
present^idmhiistration, and will not trust them. 
As to taking the four per cents, entirely out of 
the market, Mr. Grenville, or an able financier, 
who possessed the confidence of the public, 
might perhaps accomplish it, but it is not an 
object within the reach of the present treasury 
board. They talk of it in their dreams, and 
forget it when they wake*. 

These, Sir, are considerations independent 
of a war which hangs over us, and of a contest 
with the colonies, which in no way can end 
favourably for this country. As to moderate 
qualifying measures, I know but one which the 
Americans will accept of, and that is an abso- 
lute release from all subjection. They will re- 

^ See Junius, letter xxx.x. in which the faUure of Lord 
No^h to effect this object is censured by the author, and exc 
plained in a note appended to it. edit. 
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ject with disdain an offer to be represented in 
parliament, because they 'will be independent. 
They found the effect of their last combination, 
and when they demand a repeal of an act of the 
legislature, it must be done without conditions. 
But, in the name of common sense, what useful 
purpose will our submission answer? Upon 
the repeal of the stamp act, our exports to 
America, instead of doubling, as had been pro* 
mised, diminished considerably. What are we 
doing then, but surrendering the first essential 
rights and principles of the constitution for the 
sake of a bribe, of which we arc cheated at 
last? — We may retire to our prayers, for the 
game is up. 

BRUTUS. 


LETTER LI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 14 November f 1768. 

When I foretold the approach of a 
foreign war, the certainty of a rupture with the 
colonies, and the decline of public credit, my 
opinion was chiefly founded on the character, 
circumstances, and abilities of the present ad- 
ministration. Fortune has but little share in 
the events most interesting to mankind, Indi- 
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j viduals perish hy their own unprudencje^i.and. 
I the ruin of an empire is no more th^n. the .mis* 

I conduct of a minister or a king. Without the 
credit pf personal reputation, divided as a mi- 
nistry, and unsupported by talents or experience^ 
his Majesty’s servants had left th^ field of na-. 
tional calamity wide open to prediction. It 
seems they .were determined to accomplish more 
than even their enemies had foretold. For my 
own part, I am not personally their enemy, and 
I could haye wished that their conduct had not 
made th^^an^e of friend to the ministry irrecon- 
cileable with that of friend to Great Britain. 

The most contemptible character in private 
life, and the most ruinous to private fortunes, 
is that which possesses neither judgment nor 
inclination to do right, nor resolution enough 
to be consistent in doing wrong. Such a man 
loses all the credit of firmness, and uniformity, 
and suffers the whole reproach of weak or ma- 
licious intentions. In politics, there is no other 
ministerial character so pernicious to the ho- 
nour of a prince, or so fatal to the welfare of a 
nation. It is of the highest importance to en- 
quire, whether the present ministry deserve it. 

The name of Lord Chatham’s administra- 
tion was soon lost in that of the Duke of Grafton* 
His grace took the lead, and made himself an- 
swerable for the measures of a council, at which 
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^as supposed to preside. He had gone as 
far as any man in support of Mr. Pitt’s doctrine, 
That pdrlimfuent had no tight to lay a tax upon 
America^Jbr the sole purpose of raising a revenue. 
It was a doctrine on which Lord Chatham and 
the chanc^ior-* formed their administration, 
and his. grace had concurred in it with all his 
sincerity. Yet the first act of his own adminis* 
tration was to impose that tax upon America, 
which *lia3 since thrown the whole continent 
into a fiame. A wise man would have let the 
question drop ; a good man would h^ive i^t and 
adhered to the principles he professed. While 
the gentle ConWay breathed into his ear, he 
was all lenity and moderation. The colonies 
were dutiful children, and Great Britain a severe 
parent. A combination to ruin this country 
was no more than an amicable agreement, and 
rebellion ivas a natural right confirmed by the 
revolution. But now it seems his grace’s opi- 
nions are altered with his connections. I'he 
measures of the colonies are sulrverswe of the con~ 
slitution; they manifest a disposition to throw off 
their' d^pendancCf and vigorous measures must 
be enforced at the point of the sword. In vain 
may we look for the temper and firmness of a 
gre^t minister; — ^we shall find nothing but the 


* Lord Camden, edit. 
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passion or weakness of a boy; — the enervated 
languor of a consumption, or the -false strength 
of a delirium. 

The same inconsistency will be found to 
prevail through every measure and operation 
of government. Perhaps there may be disco* 
vered something more than supineness in the 
hrst neglect of Corsica, and something worse 
than inconsistency in the contradiction given 
to Lord Rochford’s spirited declaration to the 
court of France*. His grace has lately adopted 
the opposite extreme, and scruples not to give 
an alarming shock to public credit, by hints little 
short of a declaration of war. What is this but 
the undetermined timidity of a coward, who 
trembles on the brink, until he plunges head* 
long into the stream? 

In one gazette we see Sir Jeffery Amherst 
dismissed ; in the very next, we see him restored, 
and both without reason or .decency. The 
peerage, which had been absolutely refused, is 
granted, and as in the first instance the royal 
faith was violated, in the second the royal dig* 
nity is betrayed. But ^his perhaps is a compli- 
ment to the duke’s new friendship with the 
Earl of Hillsborough. 

Without approving of Mr. Wilkes’s conduct. 


* See Junius, letter xii. Yol. I. p. 149. edit. 
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1 lament hiS fate. The Duke of Graflon, who 
contributed to his support abroad,. has given the 
mandate for his expulsion. But T trust there 
is yet a spirit, which will not obey such man- 
dates. This honourable enterprize will proba- 
bly be defeated, and leave the author of it no- 
thing but a distinguished excess of infamy, the 
last consolation of a profligate mind. 

Is it possible. Sir, that such a ministry can 
long remain united, or support themselves if 
they were united.^ The Duke of Grafton, it is 
true, has no scruple nor delicacy in the;,choice 
of his measures. They are the measures of the 
day, and vary as often as the weather. But 
his companions had each their separate plan, to 
which, for the credit of government, and the 
benefit of this country, they have severally ad- 
hered. The intrepid thoughtless spirit of the 
commander in chief looks no farther than to 
the disposal of commissions. He is the friend 
and patron of the military. With this charac- 
ter he suffers the army to be robbed of a I'egi- 
ment, by way of pension to the noble disinte- 
rested hous6 of Percy; and Sir Jeffery Amherst 
to be sacrificed without pretending to the credit 
of restoring him*. His lordship’s conduct 
perplexes me. I am at a loss which to admire 


* See Junius, letter in. Vol. I. p. 74. edit. 
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most) the penetrating sagacity, with which he 
understands the rights of the army, or the firm- 
ness with which he defends them. 

When an ungracious act was to be done, 
the Earl of Hillsborough was chosen for the 
instrument of it. He deserved, since he sub* 
mitted to bear, the whole reproach of Sir Jeffery 
Amherst’s dismission. The gallant knight ob- 
tains his price, and the noble earl, with whatever 
appetite, must meet him, with a smile of con- 
gratulation, and dear Sir Jeffery^ I most cordially 
wish you joy! After all, it must be confessed, 
there are some mortifications which might touch 
even the callous spirit of a courtier. 

The chancellor of the exchequer has many 
deficiencies to make good besides those of land 
and malt) and to say the truth, he has a gallant 
way of doing it. He gallops bravely thi’ough 
thick and thin, as the court directs, and I dare 
say would defend even an honest cause with as 
much zeal and eloquence, as if he were ordered 
to shew his parts upon nullum tempos* ^ or a 
Cumberland election. 

It would be unjust tc the Duke of Bedford’s 
friends to attribute their conduct to any but 
the motives which they themselves profess. 
Mr. Rigby is so modest a man, that the impu- 

* Sec Junius, letter uvii. Vol. I. p. 329. editor’s 
note to Miscellaneous Letter, No. iti. edit. 
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tation of public virtue, or private good faith, 
would oflcnd his delicacy, if he did not feel, as 
he certainly does, the genuine emotions of pa- 
triotism and friendship warm in his breast. 
They argued not ill for ambition, while they 
^ asked' for nothing but profit ; and when the 
Duke of Grafton has exhausted tlie treasury, he 
will find that every other power departs with 
the power of giving. 

In this and my former letters I have pre- 
sented to yon, with plainness and sincerity, the 
melancholy condition to which we are reduced. 
The characters of a weak and worthless mi- 
nistry would hardly deserve the attention of 
^ history, but that they are fatally united, and 
must be recorded with the misfortunes of tlieir 
country. 

If there be yet a spark of virtue left among 
us, this great nation shall not be sacrificed to 
the fluctuating interests or wayward passions 
of a minister, nor even to the caprices of a mo- 
narch. If there be no virtue left, it is no mat- 
ter who are ministers, nor how soon they ac-* 
complish our destruction. 


ATTICUS. 
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LETTER LII. 

TO THE PHINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 21 Nwfmher, 1768. 

It will soon be decided by the highest 
authority whether the justice of our laws, and 
the liberty of our constitution, have been essen- 
tially violated in the person of Mr. Wilkes*. 
As a public man, his fate will he determined, > 
nor is it safe or necessary at present to enter 
into the merits of his cause. We are interested 
in this question no farther than as he is a 
part of a well-regulated society. If a mem- 
ber of it be injured, the laws and constitution 
will defend him. But where is the law to en- 
force the engagements of private faith, or to 
punish the breach of them.'* Where shall he ap- 
ply for redress, with whom all ties of honour, 
professions of friendship, and obligations of 
party have been violated or betrayed? A man 
so injured has no redress or consolation, but 
what he hnds in the resentment and generous 
sympathy of mankind. 

The viola(jon of party faith is of itself too 
common to excite surprize or indignation. Po- 
litical friendships are so well understood, that 

* Upon the issue of tl>e General Warnlat. awT. 
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we can hardly pity the simplicity they deceive j 
and if Mr. Wilkes had only been deserted, he 
would but have given us one example more of 
the folly of relying on such engagements. But 
his, I conceive, is a singular situation. There 
is scarce an instance of party merit so great as 
his, or so ill rewarded. Other men have been 
abandoned by their friends : — Mr. Wilkes alone 
is oppressed by them. One would think that 
the first lord of the treasury * and the chancel- 
lor t might have been contented with forgetting 
the man, to whom they principally owed their 
elevation; — but hearts like theirs are not so 
easily satisfied. They left him unsupported, 
when they ceased to want his assistance, and, 
to cover the reproach of passive ingratitude, 
they pursue him to destruction. The bounds 
of human science are still unknown, but this 
assuredly is the last limit of human depravity. 
Notorious facts speak for themselves, and in 
this case, an honest man will want no spur to 
rouse his indignation. Men of a different cha- 
racter would do well to consider what their se- 
curity is with a minister, who breaks without 
scruple through all engagements of party, and 
is weak enough to set all public shame at de- 
fiance. There is a firmness of character, which 

♦ The Duke of Grafton, edit. 

+ Lord Camden, edit. 
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will support a^iinister, even i^inet his vices ; 

whtoe is the depeadanpe .of his friends* 
when they have no hold either' his heart or 
his understanding? Detested ’by the better 
part of mankind, he wlUl soon be siuspec^ed by 
worst* for no man relies securely on another* 
whom he thinks less honest and lesfi wise than 
himself. * 

In the present instance the Duke of Graf- 
ton may possibly find that he has played a 
foolish game. He rose by Mr. Wilkes’s popu- 
larity* and it is not improbable that he may fall 
by it. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER LIII. 

For the Public Advertiser, 

15 December, 1768. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE GRENVILLE. 

SIR, 

If there be any thing improper in this 
address, the singularity of your' present sltua-' 
tion wiU* I hope, excuse it. Yonr conduct at- 
tracts the attention* because it is highly in- 
teresting to the welfare of public, and a 
private man* only expresses what thousands 
think* cannot be accused of flatteiy or de- 
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traction. If we may judge by wfiat passes every 
day in a great assembly, you. already possess all 
the constituent parts of a minister, except the 
honour of distributing, or the emolument of 
receiving the public money. These, in the 
contemplation of the present ministry, are the 
most essential ornaments of office. Thev are 
the decus et tutamen of a respectable adminis- 
tration, and the last that a prudent administra- 
tion will relinquish. As for the authority, the 
credit, or the business of their offices, they are 
ready to resign them to you without reluctance*. 
With regard to their appearance and behaviour 
within doors, these docile creatures find a relief 
in your understanding from the burthen of 
thinking, and in your direction from the labour 
of acting. This, however, is no more than the 
natural precedence of superior abilities and 
knowledge. Folly cannot long take the pas of 
wisdom, and ignorance sooner or later must 
submit to experience. Yet, considering what 
sort of heads you have to deal with, the task of 
giving them instruction must be a heavy one. 
The triumph is hardly equal to the labour which 
attends it. To convey instruction into heads, 
which perceive nothing, is as hard a task ^s to 
instil sentiments into hearts that feel nothing. . 
In both these articles, I think, his Majesty’s 
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present servants are invulnerable. They are of 
so strange a composition, that knowledge will 
neither penetrate tlic substance, nor shame 
stick upon the surface. They have one short re- 
medy for every inconvenience, a I'emedy which 
tyrants make use of, and fools profess, without 
scruple or management. Force is their grand 
arcanum tmperiu If this be the executive power 
of the crown, they possess and exert it to a 
miracle. Red and brown makes all the differ- 
ence. To Southwark the guards are detached 
ill their uniforms j — to Brentford they march 
like gentlemen, with orders to change their co- 
lours in the blood of this country. This, Sir, 
is the last irresistible argument of kings ; — the 
only one which your abilities cannot answer, 
nor your integrity oppose with effect. In vain 
shall you demand an account of the most fla- 
grant waste of public money. The ministry 
are sure of being protected hy ruffians who 
received it. 'I’he murder of his Majesty’s En- 
glish subjects calls aloud, but calls in vain, for 
justice. To complain is dangerous, to prose- 
cute might be fatal. We a e arrived at that 
ch'eadful crisis, at which open murders may 
well bfe succeeded by secret assassination. May 
heaven avert the omen ! 

Your weight and authority in parliament 
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are acknowledged by the submission of your 
opponents. Your credit with the public is 
equally extensive and secure, because it is 
founded on a system of conduct wisely adopted 
and firmly maintained. You have invariably 
adhered to one cause, one language, and when 
your friends deserted that cause they deserted 
you. They who dispute the rectitude of your 
opinions, admit that your conduct has been 
uniform, maidy, and consistent. This letter, 
I doubt not, will be attributed to some party 
friend, by men who expect no applause but 
from their dependants. But you. Sir, have the 
testimony of your enemies in your favour. 
After years of opposition, we see them revert 
to those very measures, with violence, with ha- 
zard and disgrace, which in the first instance, 
might have been conducted with case, with 
dignity and moderation. 

While parlkiment preserves its constitutional 
authority, you will preserve yours. As long as 
there is a real representation of the people, you 
will be heard in that great assembly with atten- 
tion, deference, and respect, and if fatally for 
England, the designs of the present ministry 
should at last succeed, you will have the con- 
solation to reflect that your voice was heard, 
until the voice of truth and reason was drowmed 
in the din of arms ; and that your influence vi 

o 9 - 
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parliament was irresistible until every question 
was decided by the sword *. 

* The warm attachment of Junius to every part of the 
conduct of this distinguished statesman, may perhaps be 
conceived to import something more than a mere political 
concurrence of sentiment, and to indicate an ardent personal 
friendship. The editor has found it necessary to glance at 
such an idea on several former occasions. Yet for the ho- 
nour of Junius, it ought to be observed, that there were 
few political characters of the day, who were more entitled 
to his panegyric. Upon which subject the reader will not 
be displeased at being presented with the following .brief 
sketch of Mr. Grenville’s character from the pen of a gen- 
tleman to whom these notes liave been already indebted, and 
who had repeated opportunities of forming a correct es- 
timate of his worth. It is extracted from the second volume 
of Mr, Knox’s Extra Official State Papers, from which a 
letter written by Mr. Grenville, on the subject of American 
politics, has been selected in note to Miscellaneous Letters 
No. XXX r. The anecdote respecting Florida and Louisiana 
is infinitely creditable to his shrewd inflexible judgment” 
as a statesman, and his conduct as a minster is in many re- 
spects not unworthy the imitation of those^who hold the same 
dignified sir nations in the present day. 

“ Mr. Grenville under a manner rather austere and for- 
bidding, covered a heart as feeling and tender as any man ever 
possessed. He liked office as well for its emoluments as its 
power; but in his attention to himseirTie never failed to pay 
regard to the situations and circumstances of his friends, 
though to neither w'ould he warp the public interest or ser- 
vice in tlie smallest degree; rigid in his opinions of public 
justice and integrity, and firm to inflexibility in the construc- 
tion-' of his mind, he reprobated every suggestion of the poli- 
tical expediency of overlooking frauds or evasions in the 

pay- 
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LETTER IJV, 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUliLTC ADVERTISER. 

MR. WOOOFALL, 12 April, 1769. 

The monody on the supposed death 
of Junius is not the less poetical for being 

payment or collection of the revenue, or of waste and extra- 
vagance in its expenditure. But although he would not 
bend any measure out of the strict line of rectitude to gain 
popularity, he was far from being indifferent to the good or 
ill opinion of the public; and that tediousness and repetition 
which his speeches in parliament, and his transactions wdth 
men of business wxre charged with, were occasioned by the 
earnestness of his desire to satisfy and convince those he ad- 
dressed of the purity of his motives and the propriety of his 
conduct; and while there remained a single reason in his 
own mind, that he thought would serve those purposes, lie 
could not be content to rest upon those lie had already ad- 
duced, however convinced and satisfied his hearers appeared 
to be with them. 

“ Inheriting but a small patrimonial fortune, he had early 
accustomed himself to a strict appro[iriution of his income, 
and an exact cecononiy in its expenditure, as the uniy sure 
ground on which to build a reputation for public and private 
integrity, and to support a dignified independency; and it 
was the unvaried practice of his life in all situations, as he 
has often told me, to live upon his own private fortune, and 
save the emoluments of whatever office he possessed ; on 
which account he added: ‘ The being in or out makes no 
difference in my establishment or manner of life. Every 
thing goes on at home in the same way. The only difference 
is, that my childrens fortunes would be increased by my 
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founded on a fiction. In some parts of it there 


being in, beyond what they would be if I remained out, and 
that is being as little dependant upon office as ahy rtian who 
was not born to a great estate can possibly be and he ma- 
nifested that independence at a time and in a manner but 
little known, and as the relation can now do no harm, I shall 
repeat the account he gave me of it. He had accepted the 
seals of one of the secretaries of state in Lord Bute’s admi- 
nistration, and by so doing drew upon himself the resentment 
and abuse of the then popular party and of some of his own 
nearest relations; his return, therefore, to them, was ren- 
dered impracticable upon any occasion, and he had every' 
motive to induce him to remain witli his present connection. 
Notwithstanding which, he very soon hazarded his conti- 
nuance in office in support of his opinion, of what ought to 
be done for the advantage of the public, on the following oc- 
casion : 

‘‘ While the peace was negotiating, the expedition agains*^ 
the Havannah was carrying on, and as the chance of its 
success or failure was not very unequal, the negotiators 
agreed to leave it out in their uli possidetis^ considering the 
event as perfectly neutial; so that if after the preliminaries 
were signed, it was found to be taken, it was to be restored 
without compensation. Before the preliminaries were signed, 
however, the account of its capture w^as received, and Mr. 
Grenville immediately proposed that it should now be in- 
cluded in the nti possidetisy and conrpensation for it insisted 
upon, for as the event w'as decided before the preliminaries 
were signed, cither party was at liberty to avail themselves 
of it. Lord Bute thought the treaty was too far advanced 
to m^ke any advantage of the evei t being in our favour, and 
,he !feared that our making any fresh demand, would not only 
protract but break off the negotiation, and prevent the peace 
raking place immediately, which he thought so necessary for 

the 
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is a promise of genius which deserves to be 

the nation. Mr. Grenville was clear in his opinion of our 
right to make the demand, and firm in insisting that it hhould 
be made, and proposed two alternatives for consideration. 
The one, that if we judged it best to get the intirc possession 
of the continent of North America, France having alread}^ 
agreed to cede all Canada, that wc should insist upon Flo- 
rida and Louisiana: the other, that if we thought it neces- 
sary to increase our possessions in the West Indies, beyond 
the three neutral islands, which France had also agreed to 
give us, we should ask Porto Rico, and the property of what 
we held upon the Spanish main; and he left the carl with 
declaring that he would resign the seals, if one of those al- 
ternatives was not adopted and insisted upon. After con- 
sulting with Mr. Fox and Lord Kgreniont, Lord Bute 
agreed to make the demand of Florida and Louisiana, and 
instructions to that purpose were immediately dispatched to 
the Duke of Bedford, who made so able and strenuous an 
application in consequence of them, that the Duke de 
Choiseul not only consented to cede Louisiana, but obliged 
the Spanish minister to cede Florida also, without sending 
to his Court for fresh orders, and tlie prelim inarles were not 
delayed more thati a fortnight by the demand and acquisition 
of that immense territory.’^ 

Mr. Grenville, shortly^ previous to his death, introduced 
the act for determining controverted election.^, from a 
thorough conviction, as he declared to Mr. Knox, “ that the 
ruin of public liberty must ensue, unless some check was 
given to the abominable prostitution of the House of Com- 
mons in elections, by voting in whoever has the support of 
the minister.*' The good effects of this excellent act is on 
all sides the theme of praise so often as a controversy occa- 
sions the necessity for an appeal to its decision, the impar-i 
tiality of which has hitherto never been disputed, edit. 
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encouraged*. My letter of Monday will, I 


* These verses were written by the present Sir John 
Macpherson, formerly governor-general of India. He was 
the author of several letters in answ'er to Junius, under the 
signature of Poetikastos, The lines here referred to were 
as follow. 

A MONODY; 

OR THE TEARS OF SEDITION ON THE DEATH OF JUNIUS, 

Qtiis tibi Silure Juror 

And are those periods fill’d with tuneful care, 

Those thoughts which gleam’d with Ciceronian ore, 

Are they, my Junius, pass’d like vulgar air, 

Droop’d is thy plume, to rise on fame no more \ 

Thy plume ! — it was the harp of song in prose : 

Oft have its numbers sooth’d the felon’s ear, 

Oft to its tune my Wilkito heroes rose 

With couch’d tobacco pipes in act to spear. 

Where now shall stormy Clodius and his crew, 

My dear assembly to the midnight hour, 

Ah ! where acquire a trumpeter !“since you 

No more shall rouze them with thy classic powei\ 

Accurs’d Silurus! bliisted be thy wing! 

That grey Scotch wing which led the unerring dart I 
In virtue’s cause could all that’s satire sting 
A bosom with corruption’s poison fraught ? 

Impossible ! — then hear me, Ipiends of H — 11, 

This dark event, this mystery unfold ; 

Poison’d was Junius ? No ; Alas, he fell 
** Midst arrows dipp'd in ministerial gold.” 


Then 
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hope, convince the author that I am neither 

Then hear me, rioters, of my command, 

Condemn the villain to a traitor’s doom ; 

Let none but faithful knaves adorn my band; 

Go, sink this character into bis tomb. 

Here sunk an essayist of dubious name. 

Whose tinsel’d page on airy cadence run, 

Friendless, with party — noted, w’ithout fame. 

Virtue and vice disclaim'd him as a son. 

POETIKASTOS, 

Clodius and Silurus, mentioned in the above lines, were 
at this time frequent writers in the Public Advertiser ; the 
former against administration, the latter in favour of it. 
Silurus, assuming a personal knowledge of the writer of the 
Letters of Junius, thus describes him. 

I know Junius, and I am not surprized that he calls 
aloud for blood. Bred among the dregs of mankind, he 
imbibed their vices, and acquired that hardness of heart 
which is usually produced by crimes. Possessed of some 
ambition, versed in the low arts of adulation, he wrought 
himself into the confidence of the vain by uninanl}^ flattery, 
and rose from obscurity by means which dishonoured liis 
patrons. Smooth in his language, he gained the ear with- 
out persuading the heart ; and by the help of a good me- 
mory, some anecdotes, and trite observations, acquired the 
reputation of a genius among some slight characters in the 
literary world. Dark, cunning, deceitfully self-denied, he 
covered himself with such an appearance of openness and 
candour, that even some judges of human nature thought 
him honest, many believed hini honourable, few suspected 
the soundness of his head, none the goodness of his heart. 

“ Such was Junius before public business called forth 
tlic latent and deformed features of his mind : the real man 

stood 



202 


MISCELLANEOUS 


a partisan of Mr. Wilkes, nor yet bought off by 
the ministry*. It is true I have refused offers, 
which a more prudent or a more interested 
man would have accepted. Whether it be sim- 
plicity or virtue in me I can only affirm that 
I am in earnest f; because I am convinced, as 
far as my understanding is capable of judging, 
that the present ministry are driving this coun- 
try to destruction ; and you, I think, Sir, may 
be satisfied that my rank and fortune place me 
above a common bribe. 

JUNIUS. 

stood then confessed ; his speciousness was found to be a 
mask for hypocrisy; his candour a veil for deceit; his learn- 
ing discovered to be mere plagiarism ; liis boasted parts to 
consist altogether in memory. The flimsy affected, though 
unaffecting, superficialness of his private discourse was soon 
traced in the hollow' and round periods of his public decla- 
mations. Detestation took the place of esteem in the minds 
of many,* hatred took possession of a few; and a contempt 
for him of all. Detected, detested, despised, in his real cha- 
racter, he now assumes a fictitious name, for Junius cannot 
deceive, but where he is unknown. 

27 Marchy 1769. silurus.” 

* To the Duke of Grafton. Junius, Letter ix, edit. 

f See Private I>etters, No. 63. edit. 
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LETTER LV. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE MARQUIS OF 
GRANBY. 

MY LORD* 6 May, 1769. 

You were once the favourite of the 
public. As a brave man you were admired by 
the army, as a generous man you were beloved. 
The scene is altered, and even your immediate 
dependants, who have profited most by your 
good-nature, cannot conceal from you how 
much you have lost both in the affections of 
your fellow-soldiers, and the esteem of your 
country. Your character once spotless, once 
irreproachable, has been draAvn into a public 
question j attacked with severity, defended 
with imprudence, and, like the seat of war, 
ruined by the contention. Profligate as we 
are, the virtues of the heart are still so much 
respected, that even the errors and simplicity 
of a good man are sacred against censure and 
derision. To a man of your lordship’s high 
rank and fortune, is there any thing in the 
smiles of a court that can balance the loss of 
that affection (for surely it was something more 
cordial than esteem) with which you were uni- 
versally received upon your return from Ger- 
many.? You were then an independent gallant 
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soldier. As far as you thought proper to mix 
in politics you were the friend and patron of 
the people. Believe me, my lord, the highest 
rate of abilities could never have given you 
a more honourable station. From the moment 
you quitted that line, you have perhaps been 
better able to gratify some interested favourites, 
but you have disgraced yourself, and, to a man 
of your qtiality, disgrace is ruin. 

You are now in the lowest rank of mini- 
sterial dependants. Your vote is as secure to 
administration as if you were a lord of trade, 
or a vice-treasurer of Ireland, and even Conway 
at your lordship’s expense has mended his re- 
putation. I wdl not enter into a detail of your 
past conduct. YoiiJ’ have enemies enough 
already, and I would not wish you to despair 
of recovering the public esteem. An opportu- 
nity will soon present itself. The people of 
England are good-natured enough to make al- 
lowances for your mistakes, and to give you 
credit for correcting them. One short ques- 
tion will determine your character for ever. 
Does it become the name and dignity of Man- 
ners to place yourself upon a level witli the 
venal tribe who vote as they are directed, and 
to declare upon your honour, in the face of 
youircountry, that Mr. Luttrell is or ought to 
be the sitting member for the county of Mid- 
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dlesex*? I appeal, hona fide, to your integrity 
as an honest man, I even appeal to your under- 
standing. 

YOUR RE AL FRIEND. 


l.ETTEIl LVI. 

TO THE PRINTEH Oli’ THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

.SIR, 6 June, 1 769. 

1 WISH the Duke of Grafton had 
thought proper to take the opinion of our gra- 
cious queen’s solicitor-general t before he par- 
doned Macquirk. That worthy lawyer is never 
at cross purposes with himself, and I dare say 
would have maintained the same doctrine in 
his closet which he has delivered for the in- 
stiTiction of the public. lie says in his last vo- 
lume, page 12,,“ that the pains of death ought 
never to be inflicted, but when the offender ap- 
pears incorrigible: which may be collected either 
from a repetition of minuter oflences, or from 
the perpetration of some one crime of deep ma- 
lignity, which of itself demonstrates a disposi- 

* For an explanation of the subject here alluded to, see 
Private Letters, No. 2. edit. 

t Sir William Blackstone. For the detail of Macqnirk’s 
crime and pardon, see Junius’s Letters, No. viii. Vol. I. 
p. 111. EDIT. 
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tion without hope or probability of amendment ; 
and in such cases it would be cruelty to the 
public to defer the punishment of such a cri- 
minal, till he had an opportunity of repeating 
perhaps the worst of villanies.” 

, What would this most respectable of fill 
possible' lawyers have thought of granting a 
pardon to a culprit, who had not only been 
convicted of a repetition of oftences, and those 
not minute but atrocious, but who had actually 
committed murder? He certainly, would have 
called it something more than cruelty to the 
public. His knowledge of the laws would have 
told him that the purpose lor which this villain 
was employed by the ministry, was treason 
against the constitution • j that it was the highest 
aggravation of the crimes he committed in pro- 
secution of it; — that murder, simply considered, 
is only an injury to tlie individual who suffers ; 
or in the most enlarged sense, to society, in the 
loss of one of its members; — but that when it 
is connected with, and founded on, the idea of 
destroying the constitution of the state (which 
as far as Mr. Macquirk’s labours could be sup- 
posed to operate was certainly the case), it then 
comprehends every quality, which can make an 
offence of this sort criminal in the eye of the 

* In reference to Sir W. Blackstone’s opinion relating to 
die Middlesex election, • See Junius, No/xviii. Vol, I. 

p. lyi. EOIT. 
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law; — the injury to the individual; — a breach 
of the public peace and security in a civil light; 
—and a violation of that political system, on 
which the liberty and happiness of the commu- 
nity depend. Mr. BFackstone wouhl have told 
the fiery duke, that to pardon such an offender 
would not only be a most scandalous evasion 
of law^ and justice, but the grossest insult to the 
common understanding of the nation. 

His grace must then have applied to some 
lawyer of a more flexible character. There is 
a man, for instance, who seems to have hoarded 
up a treasure of reputation, not to last him 
through life, but to squander away at one mo- 
ment, with a foolish indecent prodigality; — 
who is not ashamed to maintain an oral doc- 
trine directly opposite to that which he had 
written, nor to deceive the representative after 
instructing the collective body of the nation. 
This man would willingly have accommodated 
his authority to the purposes of administration ; 
and as for himself, he could suffer no loss, for 
which the vanity of an author would not have 
sufficiently consoled him. The respect due to 
his writings will probably increase with the 
contempt due to his character, and his works 
will be quoted, when he himself is forgotten or 
despised. 


SIMPLEX. 
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I'ETl’ER LVIL 

TO TIIK PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, * 10 June, 1769. 

I AM an old reader of political contro- 
versy. I remember the great Walpolean battles ; 
and am not a little diverted with the combats 
of party at this time. They are still carried on 
witli ability and vigour. Long habit has taught 
me to pass by all the declamation with which 
the champions parade. I look upon it as no 
better than those flourishes of the back sword 
with which the-great masters of my time in the 
ampliithcatre entertained the spectators, merely 
to shew their dexterity, but which made no 
part of the real engagement. I regard as no- 
thing the trappings of panegyric with which 
they decorate their friends. I entirely overlook 
•the dirt with which they so very liberally be- 
jspatter their enemies. Whenever a fact is 
touched upon, there I fix. When a distinct 
charge is made upon a minister I look for a dis- 
tinct and particular ansicer, that denies, or admit- 
ting, explains, or in some favourable manner 
accounts for. the^c^ charged. If instead of this 
I find nothing, more than a Jong paper, in which 
tlje author of the charge is called a thousand 
Ml^es, and the person accused is lifted up to 
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the skies as a miracle of ability and -virtue, I- 
am obliged, as an equitable judge, to consider, 
the cause not as defended, but as utterly aban-w 
doned ; and the court must enter an admission 
by his own advocates of the charge against 
him. 

The conduct and character of the Duke of 
Grafton have been for some time the object of 
controversy. Jn what manner have they been 
attacked and defended? Take as a specimen 
the controversy of the last week. Junius, 
whom the ministerial writers appear very much 
to dread, and affect very much to despise, has 
made several particular charges upon his grace. 
In one column I will state the charges, in the 
other the reader will see the answers, and he 
will thereby be the better enabled to judge of 
the spirit in which this dispute is carried on. 

.Tunius’s charge^. » 

Fh'st fact. Anstcer. 

That Lord Chatham The wicked for the 
was the first object of sake of mischief ap- 
the Duke of Grafton’s prove of your bold 
political attachment ; falsehoods, and the en- 
yet he deserted him vioqs 'Uove a strain 
and entered with Lord of defamation, which 
Rockingham into an brings down to their 
administration in which own mean level tliq 

VOL. III. p 
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Lord Chatham refused 

« 

to engage. 

Second fact. 

After uniting with 
Lord Rockingham, the 
Duke of Grafton de- 
serted and betrayed 
him. 


Third fact. 

That, after entering 
again into administra- 
tion with Lord Chat- 
ham, the Duke of Graf- 
ton forced him (Lord 
Chatham) to withdraw 
his name from it. 

Fourth fact. 

That the Duke of 
jiCSfafton is chargeable 

A 


most worthy and most 
exalted characters in 
the nation. 

Answer. 

To retaliate upon 
you the abuse which 
you have presumed to 
throw upon the Duke 
of Grafton would be 
raising you into a con- 
sequence, to which the 
meanness of your birth, 
the depravity of your 
heart, and the unsound- 
ness of your head, can 
never have any title. 

Answer. 

By specious conver- 
sation you imposed 
upon the weak, by open 
and impudent flattery 
you gained the confi- 
dence of the vain, and' 
you^ won the favour of 
tne proud by mean un- 
manly sycophancy. 

Answer. 

Void as you arc of 
every sense of shame. 
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with great inconsisten- can you without a blush 
cies with himself in the (but a blush seldom' 
frequent variations in tinges those happy 
his opinions ahd con- countenances which 
duct with regard to have been bathed in the 
America, according to Lifly), can you;'recbm- 
the various changes he mend to the people of 
has made in kis con- England, as ministers, 
uections, men, whose weakness 

or villainy they have al- 
ready experienced in 
office. 

Fifth fact. A7iswer. 

The Duke of Graf- The abilities, the in- 
ton had been the friend tegrity, the dignity of 
of Mr. Wilkes, and is mind, as well as the 
become his persecutor, nobility of family which 

distinguish the Duke 
of Grafton, have ren- 
> dered him superior to 

your abuse. 

The above charges are, with several others, 

to be found in the last letter of Junius. The 

« 

ministerial advocate. Anti JMalagrida *, has 
since addressed a letter to him, in which the 
above paragraphs, in the second column, are 

♦ A writer in the Public Advertiser in favour of aduii- 
nistratiou, but whose letters do not appear to have merit 
enough to entitle them to be reprinted. £DIT. 

P 2 
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the only answers* which I could discover. The 
same charges had been made by Junius and 
othei's several times before. Always the same 
reply. Junius, and many others say (and I 
fancy they speak the sense of the nation), that 
the Duke of Grafton imposes upon his sove- 
reign, betrays his connections, persecutes the 
man who was his friend, idly irritates the colo- 
nies, wickedly alienates their affections from 
their mother country, invades the liberties of 
the people, abuses the prerogative of the crown, 
and has actually subverted the constitution; 
and when Junius civilly asks the reason of all 
this— Sir (says he) you are a rascal. 

Now, Mr. Woodfall, I shall make but one 
reflection, and that I shall borrow from Sir John 
Brute: — “ This may be a very good answer for 
aught I know at cross-purposes, but it is a 
damned whimsical one to a people in our cir- 
cumstances.” ' » 

Yours, &c. 

, AMICUS CURIAi. 

LETTER LVIII. 

TQi^HE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

WOODFALL, 5 September, 1769. 

Amidst the great number of corre- 
spondents who have raised your ^aper to a 
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superiority over the rest, I don’t remember to 
have observed lately any of the Jemale sex. To 
a woman of spirit, the most intolerable of all 
grievances is a restraint on the liberty of the 
tongue. I can’t bear to see the men have it 
all to themselves; and shall certainly burst, if 
I am not permitted to put in a word. Much 
has been said of late about grievances and ap- 
prehensions, instructions and petitions, elec- 
tions and expulsions. Now, Sir, I want to 
enter the list with one of the most celebrated 
of your political correspondents : here I throw 
down my glove, and am in hopes it will be 
taken up by — Junius. Some people perhaps 
may blame me for meddling with politics, a 
science fit only for the men; but Junius has no 
right to find fault, for Junius has been the 
aggressor, by making such frequent incursions 
into SCANDAL the naturalprovincc ofthewomen. 

However, I wfll do your correspondent Ju- 
Nius the justice to say, that I think him a very 
fine writer, a great master of composition, and 
indeed, upon the whole, I have not seen a 
prettier fellow — upon paper. His 1‘orraer letr 
ters have consisted of general declamation or 
pointed personal abuse. In both ‘of these he 
has proved himself an adept. There is a great 
deal of oratory in his declamations, though he is 
perhaps too flowery, and metaphorical, and 
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seems as fond of point and antithesis as any 
woman is of point lace and French silk. As to 
his personal attacks, they are irresistible; no 
character can stand before him;-— he is the very 
butcher of a reputation. “ Heaven preserve 
the characters of all my tribe from Junius!” 
In the art of exaggeration he has no equal ; 
raoleliills he magnifies into mountains, and 
views your smallest peccadillo through a double 
microscope. Should there be the least spot or 
speck on your reputation Junius can spread it 
out (with the help of a few drops of ink), till it 
covers you all over, and makes you as black as 
a fiend; in short Junius is chief japanner, or 
calumniator-general to the opposition; he is 
employed to besmear the ministry with his very 
best liquid blacking, and when he has written 
them out of office, he will no doubt change his 
colours, take a different brush, and white-wash 
their successors. I wish he may make as dis- 
tinguished a figure in the sweet work of pane- 
gyric as he has done in the painful task of ca- 
lumny and detraction! 

But of all kinds of abuse private scandal 
seems to be his favourite morsel ; Junius lays 
hold of a scandalous anecdote with as much 
■kei^ness as a spider seizes an unfortunate fly ; 

crawls forth from the* dark hole where he 
lay concealed; how eagerly he clutches it; 
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with what a malicious pleasure he drags it 
along; his eyes gloat upon it with cruel de- 
light ; he winds it round and round with his 
cobweb rhetoric, and sucks the very heart’s 
blood of family peace ! 

Various have been the conjectures formed 
on the question— “ Who is this Junius ?” I have 
heard at least twenty persons named whom sus- 
picion points the finger at ; nay, I have been 
assured at different times that each of them was 
the author in question. They could not all be 
the writer ; perhaps none of them is. — But in 
spite of all the curiosity which is imputed to 
our sex I declare sincerely, that I would not 
give a pin for the secret. 'Tis indifterent to 
me who the man is ; and whether he was first 
dipped in the Thames or the Tweed, the Lilly 
or the Shannon. 

But though I can’t tell who Junius I 
will tell you w|iat he is like. Junius is like 
a racer in the field of politics who walks over 
the course alone; no one venturing to start 
against him. I have for some time had a vio- 
lent inclination to enter at the post, althougli 
.1 am sensible the odds at starting would be 
greatly against the filly; but for all that per- 
haps I should be up with him at the long rim. 
But I have run out my simile, and therefore 
must beg leave to take a fresh one. Your 
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paper, Mr. Woodfall, is become the grand poli» 
tical cockpit, and Junius struts about in it like 
a cock whom nobody can match ; suppose that I 
were pitted against him ; how do you think the 
bets would go ? And what are the odds that 
he does not come off hen-pecked ? If I should 
happen to get the better of him it will be as 
much a matter of public wonder 'as the late 
affair of the hen in Scotland-yard, who “ at- 
tacked a prodigious large rat that was carrying 
off one of her chickens, and after fighting a 
considerable time killed the rat to the great joy 
and surprize of the spectator^.” And besides 
how great will be the honour accruing to our 
sex from such a victory ! It will be recorded 
amongst the most famous exploits in the an- 
nals of female prowess ; and I shall be ranked 
with the most renowned heroines of antiquity, 
Thomyris and Semiramis, Judith and Deborah. 

But perhaps the defeat of t^is political- Ho- 
lofernes may not be so very difficult ; and in- 
deed on a nearer view he does not appear half 
so formidable. When Junius stalked upon the 
HEIGHTS of declamation he appeared of more 
than ordinary size, but now that he has de- 
scended to the plain ground of reason and argu- 
ipent he appears nearly on a level, with common 
His letters on the Middlesex election 
are most sophistically dull, unless where he 
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throws in some personalities 1 by way of giving 
spirit and flavour to his political olio. How- 
ever I don’t believe that with all his sophistry 
he has made a single convert to his opinion. 
I fancy there is hardly one cool, moderate, im- 
j)artial person in England who does not think 
that the House of Commons are the ow//y judges 
of their own privileges; that no power on 
earth can force a member upon them, whom 
they have declared incapable of being elected; 
and that if any person under such known and 
declared incapacity happens to have the great- 
est number of votes, the candidate who has tlie 
next greatest number of legal votes must of 
course be the sitting member. This opinion 
seems to me to be perfectly agreeable to rea- 
son, to common sense, and the principles of the 
constitution, and (notwithstanding the delusive 
appearance of petitions obtained we all know 
how) I do vprAy believe it is the opinion of 
every candid, impartial, unprejudiced person in 
England ; in short, of all those who are not 
the tools of faction^ or the dupes of party. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

JUNIA*. 

* This letter was claimed, as the production of his own 
pen, by the late Mr. Caleb Whitefoord. euit. 
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LETTER LIX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 7 September, 1769 . 

I FIND myself unexpectedly married 
in the newspapers without my knowledge or 
consent. Since I am fated to be a husband, 
I hope at least the lady will perform the prin- 
cipal duty of a wife. Marriages, they say, are 
made in heaven, but they are consummated 
upon earth, an^i since Junta has adopted my 
name, she cannot, in common matrimonial de- 
cency, refuse to make me a tender of her per- 
son. Politics are too barren a subject for a 
new married couple. I should be glad to fur- 
nish her with one more fit for a lady to handle, 
and better suited to the natural dexterity of 
her sex. In short if Junta be young and hand- 
some she will have no reasoil to complain of 
my method of conducting an argument. 1 
abominate all tergiversation in discourse, and 
she may be assured that whatever I advance, 
whether it be weak or forcible, shall, at any 
rate, be directly in point. It is true I am a 
strenuous advocate for liberty and property, 
but when these rights are invaded by a pretty 
w<^l|n, I. am neither able to defend my money 
nor my freedom. The divine right of beauty 
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is the only one an Englishman ought to ac- 
knowledge, and a pretty woman the only tyrant 
he is not authorised to resist. 

JUNIUS 


LETTER LX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

MR. WOODFALL. 8 Sept. 1769. 

It is hard to determine whether the 
actions of the present ministry more excite ab- 
horrence and indignation, or the writings of 
their advocates contempt and ridicule: every 
action of the former is an invasion of our 
liberty or our property; every line wrote in 
their defence by the latter- is an insult to our 

* Junius repented that he had written this letter as soon 
as it had appeared. He regarded it as idle and improper; 
and it was on this oc|asion that he addressed to Mr. Wood- 
fall the private note, No. 8. dated 10 Sept. 17^9; in conse- 
quence of which the following observation appeared in the 
notice to correspondents in the Public Advertiser of i 1 Sept. 

We have some reason to suspect that the last letter 
signed Junius, Inserted in this paper of Thursday last, was 
not written by the real Junius, though we imagine it to 
have been sent by some one of his waggish friends, who 
has taken great pains to write in a manner similar to that 
of Junius, which observation escaped us at that time. The 
printer takes the liberty to hint that it will not do a second 
time,’* EDIT. ' 
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understanding, and a base mockery of our suf- 
ferings. I have never yet known a bad cause 
made better by a bad defence. I cannot con- 
ceive what induces his Grace of Grafton to 
employ such a set of wretches to laugh at us 
whilst we are burning at the stake to which he 
has tied us. It is as void of policy as it is full 
of inhumanity. Oppression is more easily borne 
than insult ; and the Duke of Grafton, with his 
now directors, the Bloomsbury gang, may find 
that it is dangerous to despise those whom he 
has deeply injured. Why does he let loose upon 
us his troops of fools and madmen, and buf- 
foons and bullies ? He would do more wisely 
to employ them in their proper places, reserving 
them to excite the mirth, and add to the wit, 
urbanity, and elegance of the midnight festivity 
of his kindred and friends Weymouth, Gower, 
and Rigby at Bedford-house. 

If the freeholders of this *county, alarmed 
at the invasion of their last and dearest right, 
the freedom of election, beg in the humblest 
terms for redress, Poetikastos dances before 
them in a fool’s coat, squirts dirty water in 
their faces, and then cries out to the great joy, 
and with the loud applause of the^an^g, — You 
a^redressed.” To every other complaint, whe- 
of the disgraces which we suffer abroad, or 
of the oppressions which we feel at home; whe- 
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ther the cry be for property ravished from us, 
for our liberties infringed, for the laws per- 
verted, for the constitution overturned, we have 
much the same answer. Silurus is let loose 
from his cell to vent his madness, and cover us 
with his filth. Pericles * stands by him calling 
out rogue and scoundrel ; and then with one 
voice the minister who employs,and thewretches 
who are employed, cry out, — “Wo have de- 
feated them; they never dare appear again; we 
have Iiangcd them up to public scorn ; you are 
a coward, cries one ; I will cudgel you, says an- 
other ; I will lay you a bet of 14,000 guineas, 
bawls a third t.” 

Does the Duke of Grafton really think that 
such actions as his are sufficiently defended by 
such arguments as these ? Are those the law- 
yers whom he has retained against that dreadful 
day — for that day will come — when a brave, a 

* PoetikastoSj Silurus^ and Pericles were writers in the ^ 
Public Advertiser in favour of administration, edit. 

f A challenge had been absurdly given to Junius by 
several writers in the Public Advertiser, as well as by Sir 
William Draper; and one correspondent, as here referred to, 
had the egregious folly to propose a bet of 14,000 guineas, 
being, as he stated, his whole fortune, “ that he could pro- 
duce in six months a counter-petition, signed by 4,000 free- 
holders, all men of senscy begging his majesty to confine the 
ringleaders of the opposition, and bind them over to their 
good behaviour.** edit. 
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haughty, and a spirited, though patient, people 
shall demand vengeance on his head for all the 
disgraces and injuries which he has heaped upon 
theirs ? Are these to be his intercessors to a 
misguided and betrayed king for mercy ? Enjoy 
with your associates, my loi’d, their buffoonery 
and their scurrility whilst you may: the day is 
not far off^if the Almighty has not in his 
wrath given up this country to that worst of 
punishments, that most intolerable of all tyran- 
nies, the government of insolence without spirit, 
violence without vigour, ambition without dig- 
nity, obstinacy without resolution, and igno- 
rance without diffidence. — The day is not far 
off when these insults will be retorted most se- 
verely, and humanity itself will not be able to 
keep them from your head, though that head 
should be on the block. 

AUGUR. 

% 

LETTER LXI. 

TO ins GRACE THE DUKE OF CEAFTON *. 

MV LORD, 10 November, 11G9, 

The facility with which you aban- 
doned your earliest connections ip friendship 

i-*' This letter was printed bv the desire of Junius in tho 
E^lic-Advertiser, but was not written by him. See Private 
Letter, No. ii. It was, however, so generally supposed to 
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and politics, was, 1 doubt not, a leading recom- 
mendation to establish your credit at St. James’s. 
A gracious discerning prince, who, even at the 
moment of his accession, had fortitude enough 
to get the better of every predilection which he 
might be supposed to have inherited from his 
ancestors in favour of the friends of the House 
of Hanover, must have observed with pleasure 
that your grace was equally ready to desert the 
friends who contributed most to your advance- 
ment, and to adopt new principles of govern- 
ment. I will not complain of a change of sys- 
tem, for which you had so powerful a precedent, 
and which you have found so favourable to your 
ambition. But there are rules of decency, my 
lord, which a wiser man w'ould have observed, 
even in the grossest violation of morals. There 
is a certain sort of hostilities which is forbidden 
by the laws of war between nations, and by the 
Jaws of enmity bfetween individuals. The con- 
tentions of party have given a fashionable la- 
titude to the principles of modern morality; 
but still, my lord, there are some characters too 
great and venerable to be insulted ; there is yet 

have been his, that Junius himself thought it necessary to 
request the printer to publish the following contradiction in 
the same journal, Nov. 17, We can assure the public 
that the letter signed A. B. relative to the Duke of Rutland 
is not written by the author of Junius.’* edit. 
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a certain breacli of decorum, -which the public 
will not submit to. Was the Duke of Rutland 
the only man in this country, at whose expense 
yo« could gratify Lord Denbigh? One would 
think, my lord, that if his uniform adherence 
to the principles of the revolution, his steady 
attachment to the House of Hanover, and the 
important services which he and his family have 
rendered to that bouse could possibly be for- 
gotten, there was yet something in his age, his 
rank, his personal character, and private vir- 
tues, which might have entitled him to respect. 
Was it necessary, my lord, to pursue him into 
his own county on purpose to insult him ? Was 
it proper, was it decent, that while a Duke of 
Rutland is lord lieutenant, the Earl of Den- 
bigh’s -recommendation should govern the coun- 
ty of Leicester* ? Had Lord Denbigh no friends 
in Leicestershire but rank tories to recommend 
for the commission of the pba^e? And is it 
under a prince, who owes his crown to the 
whig interest pf England, that a minister dares 
*to send such a nraodate to the Duke of Rut- 

* It refers to certain Justices of the peace having been 
ma^e at the request of Lord Denbigh^ by a commission of 
the Lord Chancellor ( Camden )| and others, for the county 
of Loiitoter, without consultiDg the Duke of Rutland, who 
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land^ I know his grace’s spirit, and doubt not 
of his returning you an answer proper for you 
and for himself. 

United as you are, my lord, with men whose 
concern for the safety of the church, and whose 
zeal for the prerogative of the crown has heen 
so often unluckily mistaken for simple jacobit* 
ism, 1 take for granted you are as well ac> 
quainted with their history, as with their prin- 
ciples. You are ahle to tell us, and surely the 
public has a right to expect it from you, by 
what species of merit the Earl of Denbigh has 
contrived to make himself so distinguished a 
favourite at court. Was it the notorious at- 
tachmentof his family to the House of Hanover, 
or his own personal accomplishments? Was it 
his fortune that made him respectable, or his 
beggary that made him submissive? Was it the 
generous exertion of his great abilities in par- 
liament, or the l^jjlnble assiduity of his attend- 
ance at Lord Bute’s levee? Was it the manly 
firmness of his personal appearance, or the 
pliant politeness of his temper? Was it the in- 
dependent (hgnity with which he maintains the 
rank of a peer, or the complaisance with which 
he accepts and executes the honourable office of 
a spy? Whatever have been his merits or ser- 
vices, they are undoubtedly of a complexion very 
different from those of the Duke- of Butland. 

VOL. in. Q 

‘ i 
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His grace has now wisely exchanged that 
busy scene, in which he never appeared but 
with honour, for an hospitable retirement. His 
age will not permit us to hope that he can long 
be the object of the spite of such a creature as 
Lord Denbigh, nor of the scorn and insult of 
such a minister as your grace. But he will 
.leave a family, my lord, whose principles of 
freedom are hereditary, from whose resentment 
you will have every thing to apprehend. As 
for himself; I shall only say, that if it were pos- 
sible for the views and wishes of the tories to 
succeed; if it were possible for them to place a 
Stuart once more upon the throne, their warm- 
est hopes and ambition might be disappointed. 
He too, like another judicious prince, might 
think* it the best policy of his government to 
choose his friends and favourites from among 
the declared, notorious, determined enemies of 
his fanlily. The tories whci)^.p, laced him upon 
the throne, might be driven disgracefully from 
his presence; and, upon the same principle, I 
challenge your grace to point out a man more 
likely to be invited to the place of first minister 
and favourite than the Duke of Rutland. 

A. B.* 


he above letter;, though avowedly not from the pen 
Niirs, was ^^rinted in the Public Advertiser from an- 
ei^ journal at his request* It was replied to a few days 

afterwards 
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LETTER LXII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 17 November, 1769. 

Junius may change his signature, his 
manner he cannot change. The farfetched 
antithesis, the empty period, the pert loquacity 
distinguish the writer; and the rancorous and 
impudent falsehood discovers the man. In vain 
has he attempted to conceal himself under 
initials; he is as invariable in the tenor of his 
diction as he is in the bias of his mind. It was, 
however, a mark of some judgment in Mr.— — 
to use a new signature in your paper of Friday. 
A. B. may praise the Duke of Rutland, though 
Junius has infamously traduced the Marquis of 
Granby*. By a mean subterfuge an appear- 
ance of propriety may be preserved among the 
superficial; but>*fhe generous and discerning 
must despise and detest a man who makes the 
interests of a profligate party the only standard 
by which he regulates his encomium as well as 
his abuse. . 

But to 'set the public right in a matter of 

afterwards by the letter that follows; to withhold which 
would he an act of injustice, edit. ‘ ^ 

* The duke and marquis were relatedi as being both of 
the Manners family. 
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fact is the only design of this letter. The in- 
sertion of particular persons by mandate, with- 
out issuing a new commission of the peace, has 
been in daily practice; and is an undoubted 
power lodged in the great seal ; but in that 
;alone; nor can any other servant of the crown 
interfere no more than in a decree of that great 
officer, the chancellor in the court of chancery. 

The principles of that noble lord are as well 
known as those of the remainder of the king’s 
ministers, who, notwithstanding every aspersion 
to the contrary from factious artifices, have on 
every occasion proved themselves to be the sup- 
porters of the real liberty of the people, and of 
the true spirit of the constitution. 

Has the lord chancellor in any instance de- 
viated from such a character? And yet if Ju- 
nius, or his shadow A> B. were right, this noble 
lord would be termed a Jacobite: for if there is 
any thing improper in the a^^intment, he is 
the man who should be charged, and not the 
Duke of Grafton, on whom calumny endeavours 
to fix the mistakes of others. 


Junius, in his zeal for hiil party, defeats the 
means he uses to serve them. Unfortunately 
for his cause, the attacks he makes upon, and 


hk^^rgjgs- against the Duke of Grafton re- 
-‘^•^P^nlytobe fairly stated to confute them- 
ves; and thus (I will do him the Justice, to 
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suppose), without design he becomes the pane- 
gyrist of a character he wishes to ruin in the 
eyes of the world. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

M£SSALA«. 


LETTER LXIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OP THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

17 November, 1769. 

SIR. 

I WILL not pretend to say that the in- 
closed letter is a very severe libel on its right 
honourable author! And yet, Mr. Woodfall, 
you may safely print it} for though we have 
laws against self-murder, there are none against 
self-libelling. ^ 

A curious *A>llection of correspondence, 
both political and amorous, has lately &llen 
into my hands, with which I shall from time to 
time furnish you, reserving th'e most extraordi- 
nary of both kinds till the last, pour la bonne 
bouche. 

X. Xf. 

* To this letter A. B. gate an answer, but as it decided- 
ly wab not written by Jumps, we baife omitted it. edit. 

f Mr. Onslow was at this time persecuting Wilkes 
wi^ all the acrimony in his power, in unison with the Duke 
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MY DEAR WILKES, 

I AM very sorry to have been pre- 
vented seeing you to-day; but 1 hope to have 

of Grafton, both of whom had a few years before professed 
the warmest friendship for Wilkes. Mr. Horne, not then at 
enmity with Wilkes, had just published the following letter, 
of a similar kind of which Wilkes iiad given him a copy: 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER; . 

SIR, 14 1769. 

Many of your readers having seen an abuse on 
Mr. Horne, for the publication of a letter from Mr. Onslow 
to Mr. Wilkes, are desirous of seeing that original. 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM GEORGE ONSLOW, ESQ. TO JOHN 
WILKES, ESQ. 

Ember Court, 21 September, 1765. 

MY DE\R OLD FRIEND, 

Having been most shamefully silent to you during 
the remainder of an opposition which did honour to every 
man concerned in it, and to the credi\^of which you so much 
contributed, I now begin my correspoVlUence with you, at 
my first entering into office with, and under, an administra- 
tion, whose principles, 1 hope, and believe, will authorize 
your giving equal support to, in their very different situation. 
If they did not, as 1 know they do, revere and hold sacred 
those sentiments they avowed during the two last years, and 
in abhorrence those vile and detestable ones of persecution 
and inj^ice, by which the public were so injured in your 
persompT should be ashamed bf what 1 am now proud of-— 
bea|||||g the small share 1 do among them.— 'Public matks of 
t]|||, as well as private ones, 1 hope will soon take place. 
Honest Humphrey has dined with me here tp-day^ and 
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a good account of you by the return of my 
servant who brings you this : perhaps you may 

we have just drank your health, as we have often done. Ho- 
nest as he is, I never felt him more so than your last letter 
to him, which he has just now shewed me, has made him 
appear to me, in having done justice to my very sincere and 
constant regards to, and admiration of you. Every word of 
this letter of yours (dated the 26 Aug. from Geneva) I sub- 
scribe to, and ^link and persuade myself the completion of 
our patriot, not selfish, wishes (for such they are not) will 
soon appear among many other proofs of integrity, steadi- 
ness, and virtue, in the present ministry, and of their being 
as inimical as ever to those whom they have been opposing, 
for having acted contrary to all these principles. 

Your friend Mrs. Onslow has been enjoying with us, in 
infinite mirth, your last specimens of notes on different parts 
of great Churchill’s works, viz. Hogarth, Talbot, and the 
scoundrel Bishop. They are specimens indeed of your 
amazing wit and abilities ; and when he has more of them 
he has promised me d copy. 

Believe me, my dear John, your mentioning me as you 
do gratifies my pn^ as it will always do to shew myself 
your friend and humble servant. I was always so as a public 
and as a private man. Our good friend Humphrey and 1 
are at this moment in your service, and from us both you 
shall soon hear, particularly as to the contents of your letter 
of the 26 th. I beg you to believe that I most truly and 
affectionately am your faithful, humble servant, 

GEO. ONSLOW. 

Postscript. Postpone your judgment till you hear again 
from me, on what I lament as much as you can do, and 
think of as you do,— Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple’s being not 
in employment, edit. 
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be better if more of your friends besides my- 
self have missed troubling you to-day; as I*m 
sure quiet and keeping down your wonderful 
flow of spirits must do you good. To most men 
in your situation such a caution would surely 
be needless, because men of less greatness of 
mind, and of a less noble spirit than yourself, 
would yield to such a load of damnable perse- 
cution, from the most dangerous administra- 
tion that ever was in this country. But honest 
men like yourself know how to despise it and 
tlienii and to rise superior to them all. 

If 1 had a mind to raise your indignation 
I would bid you think of the similarity of these 
times to those you and I have talked of with 
abhorrence; bu^ as 1 mean always to add to 
your comfort and satisfaction, I will desire you 
to think of the similarity of your own circum- 
stances to those of the many great and good 
men that lived in those times^^nd suifered as 
you do now. Remember how greatly they 
were thought of, and how their characters are 
respected now, and remember, and be assured 
to your comfort, that let the iron hand of 
power fall ever so heavy on you (it can’t fall 
verjf^fapavy from your innocence) every honest * 
and every gentlieman, must bestow the 
Hie degree of ^^plause on you as they must 
^ abhorrence detestation on your and their 
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country’s enemies. I will certainly call on you 
to-morrow morning or evening. I have nothing 
new to send you. I hope it is not so to you 
that 1 am unalterably. 

Dear Wilkes, 

Your faithful and affectionate 
Curzon-street, Monday ntght, humble servant, 

21 Nffo. 1763. GEORGE ONSLOW. 

Mrs. Onslow sends you her comps. I wish 
you would appoint honest, faithful Humphrey 
to meet me at your house precisely at one 
o’clock on Wednesday. I have a thousand 
things to say to him. 


LETTER LXIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 20 Nov. 1769 . 

I CANNOT but admire the easy assu- 
rance with which that modest gentleman, who 
writes for the Gazetteer, informs us that he 
has gained a complete victory over Junius. It 
is not the first time tjiat the alienee and mode- 
ration of JuNiua have been mistaken for sub- 
mission, nor is this^l^e first blockhead, who has 
plumed himself .-upon an imaginary triumph 
over the favouri|^ of tJie public.-— I wish, how- 
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ever, if he be in the secret, that he would tell 
us plainly whether the officers of the guards 
are to be tried or not? If they are not, the ob- 
servations, made by Junius upon the conduct 
of the ministry, return with double force. If 
they are, Junius is right, and acts honourably 
in not pushing his inquiries farther *. As to 
the facts, it is unnecessary for him to say 
any thing in support of them. They are so 
notorious, that the parties themselves cannot, 
dare not deny them. If Captain Garth did 
not wilfully abandon his guard why does he 
not demand a court-martial to clear his cha- 
racter ? And would not the ministry, for their 
own credit, take care that Captain Dodd should 
be brought to a trial if they were not abso- 
lutely certain that a court-martial must cashier 
them ? Truly, Sir, these gentlemen have a bit- 
ter enemy in Modestus^. It appears to me 
that he has some secret rancouf' against them, 
which nothing can satisfy but the loss of their 
commissions. 

X. X. 

* Junius, in Private Letters, No. lo. assigns tbe follow- 
ing reason for thus declining it : ** The only thing that 
hinders my pushing the subject of my last letter is really 
the fear of ruining that poor devil Gansel, and those other 
blockhl|Sd8.” EDIT* 

t Modestus, as before observed^ was a Mr, Dalrymple, 
fWScotch law^yer, edit. * 
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LETTER LXV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 23 Nov. 1769. 

Junius and Jiis journeymen have en- 
grossed the whole alphabet but from A. B. to 
X. X. the style and manner of the shop are 
easily discovered. From alpha to omega, the 
same attention to a period, and the same neg- 
lect of good sense, manners, and propriety. 
However, Mr. X. X. in to-day’s Public Adver- 
tiser has even out Heroded Herod. It was 
certainly unpardonable presumption in the mo- 
dest gentleman who writes for the Gazetteer 
to assume the merit of a victory over the young 
gentleman who writes for the Public Adver- 
tiser. But Te Deums have been sung before 
on as slender foundations. The young gentle- 
man with thainl^re and spirit which accompa- 
nies green years threw down his glove to the 
world, and challenged all mankind to contra- 
dict the truth of certain facts, or the justice 
of certain observations. He proposed, if not 
a reward to the champion who should vanquish 
him, at least a punishment to himself if van- 
quished ; nor that a slight one, if he were, as 
X.X. says he is, the favourite of the public. 
The modest gehtlemiui ventured to take up 
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tlie glove, and with a holdness not very con- 
ai^t^i^^'ith his name, demonstrated that the 
narrative was false in every circumstance n^a- 
terial to the question; a.nd the observations 
not only ridiculous in the view of supporting 
the conclusion attempted to be drawn, but in 
a supreme degree injudicious to the cause they 
were intended to promote. 

To this Junius, with prudence beyond his 
years, makes no reply, and Modestus^ after a 
•decent forbearance, presumes to put him in 
mind of his challenge. This produced the 
letter signed Junius, in your paper one day 
last week; in which, to speak negatively, he 
neither supports the truth of his narrative, or 
the justice of his observations, and in which to 
speak positively, he gives up both. Not fairly, 
nor with the candour of a gentleman, who is 
convinced of his rash and dangerous mistake ; 
but with the struggles and e^ions of a cul- 
prit who is convicted of a crime. 

' Upon this true ^te x>f the dispute, ilfo- 
destus .most impudently assumed to himself the 
victory; and I must confess" he seemed ,to have 
the appearance of a claim to it. But Mr. X, X. 
has cleaiiy i^bnionstrated the contrary; and the 
miA od this honouraW gentlmn^n has taken 
chain victory to the triumphant car of the 
ifipblic's favourite adds ^Iratly toms merit. ^ 
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A person of vulgar understanding would have 
descended into a tedious detail; he Would hatv 
endeavoured to shew by argument and fact 
that Junius was in the ri^t, aud Modestus in 
the mong. But Mr. X. X another Alexander, 
cuts the Gordion knot at once, and annihilates 
the pretensions of MoSsstus with a single word. 
There is so much energy, so much eloquence, 
so much of the polite scholar, the gentleman, 
and the patriot, in the teTxaJflockheadi that if 
Modestus possesses but a shadow of what its 
name imports, he must fairly confess himself 
routed j and instead of Te hetm I would ad- 
vise him to sing De prqfundis. 

It was to be sure the height of insolence 
in Modestus to attack the favourite of the pub- 
lic ; but it may be pleaded in his excuse, that the 
public has several favourites who are shrewdly 
suspected to be ^unworthy of its favour; and 
Junius has staked and forfeited that favour of 
which he had much reason to be proud. But 
pray Mr. X. X. have not you been guilty of a 
trifling error by substituting the public in place 
of the mob ? You wish to know whether the 


oflScers hfe to be tried or not. For answer give 
me leave to ask you whether you ^ve learned 
to read ? Had that essential part of your edu- 
cation been attended to, you would not have 
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again and again, and you would not have been 
so illiberal to imagine you could better a bad 
cause by calling names; an argument which de- 
serves no answer but the strapado. 

But your education did not depend on ^or- 
self, and perhaps you are left-handed, which 1 
have been told by many intelligent Hibernians, 
your countrymen, is an insurmountable bar to 
scholarship: yet common sense is the portion of 
the unlearned as well as of the learned, and 
though you may iSe but an indifferent scholar, 
there was no occasion to insult her in the way 
you have done. The world hitherto has be- 
lieved that Junius was rather unfriendly to the 
officers concerned in General Gansel’s rescue, 
when he publicly aggravated their offence from 
a common breach of the peace to an outrage 
against the constitution; and it believed, that 
Modestus was not their enemy for endeavouring 
to shew that Junius was ihvtthe wrong, and 
representing all the circumstances of excuse 
which the nature of the case afforded. But 
here also Mr, X. X. has convinced the world 

of its mistake: and it St'^nds on his infallible 

\ 

authority, that Junius is a ftuthful friend to 
these office^8, and Modestm a rancorous and in- 
veter^ enemy, whoi;a nothing can satisfy but 
the loss of their commissions. The force of 
jj^nius is certainly won^rful ! It discovers in 
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propositions the very reverse of what they con- 
tain. But Mr. X. X. when you address the 
public again, remember, that though para- 
doxes astonish, they do not convince against 
evidi^cc. 

However, we are but seconds in the quarrel 
between Modestus and Junius, and we ought 
not to suffer our principals to proceed to ex- 
tremities. To soften the rancour of their 
contention, I would propose that some friendly 
unfriendly greeting (as SliJil^speare calls it), 
should pass between them. They need not ex- 
change armour like Glaucus and Diomede (an 
example which would afford me many choice 
allusions if I had time to pursue them), but 
they may exchange names. The propriety of 
this no man can dispute, for even X X. will 
agree with me, that Modestus is a little young, 
and Junius not a little modest. 

■* I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Y. Y 


LETTER LXVI. 

ro THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SIR, 25 November y 176&. 

For answer to my last letter, in which I 
asked a very plain question, viz. Whether the offi- 



S40 


MISCELLANEOUS 


cerfl of the guards were or were not to be tried 
for the' rescue of Qreneral Gansel? — ^your corre- 
spondent Y. Y. contents himself with another 
question, whether I ha^ learnt to read? Xhe 
question is pertinent enough, and as m^h to 
the purpose as if he had enquired the hour of 
the day. Will this gentleman he so good as to 
quit all circumlocution, and tell us what we 
were to trust to. Is Captain Garth, who de- 
serted his guard ^noon day, an equerry to the 
Duke of Cumbemnd? Did he not leave the 
command of his guard to a person who had as 
little right to take it as Buckhorse, and is Ire or 
is he not protected by his royal highness ? — Is 
not Captain Dodd the old friend of Henry 
Lawes Luttrell, and the son of the oldest and 
most intimate CTony of Lord Irnham? Have 
either of the parties denied any one of the facts 
stated by Junius? — Has riot Colonel Salter been 
ordered to hold his peace?— ^as not William 
Viscount Barrington, secretary at war, most in- 
famously neglected his duty in not moving the 
king to order a court martial for the trial of 
these offenders? And h:-s "not the adjutant- 
general publicly and repeate^y^ thougi|in vain, 
represent that they ought to be cashiered ? 
What will^ie flat general contradiction of an 
an ^t mous writer avail against circumstances so 
pamcular, so well vouch|d,that the parties most 
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concerned are ashamed or afraid to deny them? 
How is Junius to prove his facts but by such a 
particularity and precision in the state of them 
that no man, who knows any thing of the mat- 
ter, will \ enturc to dispute the truth of them ? 
In this case a negative is as strong as a positive 
proof, and the only proof the thing will ad- 
mit of. It is absolutely incredible that neither 
Captain Garth nor Captain Dodd should con- 
tradict such facts as lead imi^ediately to their 
ruin, if justice were done — nothing but shame 
and self-conviction keep them silent. 

As to argument, I should be glad to know 
why the letter signed Moderatm* has not been 
answered? It has not even been attempted. — 
Depend upon it. Sir, the silence of Junius por- 
tends no good to the ministry t. When he ho- 
nours them with his notice it is not a momen- 
tary blast. He gathers like a tempest, and all 
tlu' fury of the Aments bursts upon them at 
once. 

X. X. 

* Inserted in the genuine edition as Philo- Junius, Let- 
ter XXXf. EDIT, 

t The quotation in tlie note to the preceding letter^ 
from private Tetters, No, x. is followed by these words: “ ITut 
as soon as a good subject offers.’^ Tliis was fulfilled in the 
attack upon the Duke of Grafton in Letter xxxiii. for the 
gift of a patent place, customer of the port of Exeter, to 
Colonel Burgoyne, who sold it, with the supposed know- 
ledge of his grace, to Mr. Hine for £4000. This 

VOL. III. n 
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LETTER LXVIl. 

For the Public Advertiser. 

28 November, J76iJ 

TO Junius. 

SIR, 

Though you may choose to vent your 
illiberal resentment under the borrowed signa- 
ture of X. X. I, who think scurrility no dis- 
grace to your real name, shall not affect to make 
a distinction where there is no difference. For 
the same reason I do not plead that Junius 
having given the challenge, I am not bound to 
enter the lists against any other. It is a pecu- 
liar advantage in this sort of warfare, that wlicn 
a man is routed in his own person, he can still 
keep the field under another; and you in parti- 
cular have a right to the device, non t'tillus non 
color unus. 

After giving up the question as Junius, you 
come back upon it as X. X. It would be a 
labour indeed to answer you the same questions 

Nius deemed so strong a hJd upon the duke, as to 
advise the printer, on a threatened prosecution for publish- 
ing this letter, which contains a very severe statement of tlie 
fact, “ not to shew fear, but to tell them he would justify, and 
subpoena Mr. Hine, Burgo^nc, and Bradshaw of the trea- 
sury” as that would “ silence them at once.” Sec Private 
Letters, No. xv. edit. 
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in every form you are pleased to assume. But 
for once I will take the trouble to repeat what 
I have already said, not from any merit or no- 
velty in your questions, but to leave you with- 
out excuse. I lad you turned over to my letter 
in the Gazetteer of the 13th of November, you 
would have discovered that the gentleman, who 
asked Mr. X. X. whether he had learned to 
read, did not put a very impertinent question. 
It is there stated that Captain Garth M’as no 
otherwise concerned in General Gansell’s res- 
cue than by being absent from his guard when 
it happened. This is undoubtedly a military 
oftcnce; and if the friendship of Junius or X. X. 
will still insist to have it punished, there is no 
help for it. But it is not true that Captain 
Garth left his guard to be commanded by any 
person; and it is immaterial to the question 
whether he be equerry to the Duke of Cum- 
berland, or protected by him. If the thing is 
so, I congratulate him; but surely that honour 
neither makes him a criminal, nor aggravates 
his supposed crime. With respect to Captain 
Dodd, you have brought a fresh charge against 
him, to which there can be no defence. He 
is, it seems, a companion of Colonel Lnttrell, 
and his father is the intimate friend of Lord 
Trnham. I am sorry for it ; but if he is guilty 
of such a crime I must give him up; aqd I do 

R2 
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it with the utmost gratitude to the friendly and 
compassionate Junius, who requires no greater 
punishment for an offence of tliis heinous na- 
ture, than to ruin the fortune and reputation of 
the person who committed it. 

I must also congratulate you upon that can- 
dour and moderation with which you declined 
the contest on this point, lest you should pre- 
judge the trial, civil or military, which I told 
you was intended. This circumstance affords 
so striking a proof of your humanity, that you 
leave me at a loss in what manner to acknow- 
ledge it. 

But raillery apart. Have you really foi’got, 
or are you so supine that you could not take 
the trouble to look over my letter, before you 
crowded together so many ridiculous questions? 
It is there affirmed that these unfortunate gen- 
tlemen would have been immediately tried by 
military law, unless it had ocewred, that a trial 
by court-martial might possibly prejudge the 
civil action intended to be carried on by the 
party injured. Some reasons for this were 
given, and such as ought to have satisfied a 
patriot at least. But I have learned by much 
observation that nothing will satisfy a patriot 
but a place. 

Qnce more I will state the reasons, and 
^bdllgh I do not believe you will feel them, yet 
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I am persuaded every man, who knows or va- 
lues our eonstitiition, will be convinced of their 
weiglit. 

By the articles of war a military officer who 
shall oppose, or resist the civil magistrate in 
the execution of his duty, shall be cashiered j 
and the only question that remains is, in what 
manner can the offence be ascertained? I 
maintain that a court-martial cannot enter into 
the question of fact, by leading evidence to 
prove that the offence was committed, because 
this would be to deprive an Englishman of his 
right of trial for civil offences by jury. The 
legal and constitutional method of procedure 
in these cases is a common trial at law for a civil 
offence, and a conviction of the offender at com- 
mon law is the only evidence upon which a 
court-martial can^proceed to inflict the military 
punishment. T'his being so, had a court-mar- 
tial been ordered, or were it now ordered upon 
these gentlemen, it would be a manifest viola- 
tion of their privileges as lilnglislimen; because 
the issue is not yet tried at common hivvj and 
till the offenders are tried and convicted at law, 
there exists no medium on which a court-mar- 
tial can proceed. 

This doctrine may be new to you ; but it is 
not so to any man acquainted with the constir 
tution of which you pretend to be an assertor. 
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The single point in dispute between us is, whe- 
ther the ministry acted properly or improperly 
in the aflair of General Gansell’s rescue? You 
say the minister ought to have ordered a court- 
martial to try the officers concerned in it imme- 
diately; and because he did not you accuse 
him to the public. I, on the other hand, affirm, 
that a court-martial ought not to have been 
called immediately; that the officers could not 
have been tried consistently with the laws of 
the land; and if the minister had acted other- 
wise than he did, he would have been guilty of 
a very gross violation of our rights. The rea- 
sons on which we found this difference in opi- 
nion arc before the public, and it will judge of 
them without respect to you or to me. Whe- 
ther the parties have denied the facts or not, 
whether Colonel Salter speaks or holds his 
tongue, are very immaterial cu'cumstanccs; but 
if my position is right. Lord Barrington has not 
neglected his duty in not moving the king to 
order a court-martial, which the king could not 
order in the present state of the case, consist- 
ently with that tender regard which his Ma- 
jesty has ever shown for the civil rights of his 
subjects. To answer directly the question you 
ask^-\vhether or not the officers are to be tried? 
is impossible. It is a future event, and though 
the present intention of the ministry is, I be- 
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lieve, favourable to 'lie rancour of Junius, no 
man can tell what time may produce. But the 
question is certainly premature, and indeed the 
whole dispute would have come more properly 
before the public after the civil trial, which na- 
turally and necessarily must precede the court- 
martial. 

No motive engaged me to enter into th's 
altercation, save an honest indignation excited 
by your malevolence, ignorance, and misrepre- 
sentation. 1 foresaw the illiberal abuse to which 
I exposed myself, and 1 received it as it de- 
serves to be received. I will not do any of 
your allies the honour to take notice of tliem, 
but I recommend it to you to tye up that over- 
drove animal John Bull, who seems indeed to 
be stimulated to madness, that he may no longer 
prophane a respectable name, but own that 
which he received from his godfathers and god- 
mothers, viz. Patrick O'Bully. 

MODESTUS. 


LETTER LX VIII. 

TO THE PRINTEE OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
SIR, 2 Dec. 1769. 

I NEVER doubted that the unfortunate 
Modestus, if left to himself, would soon ruin 
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himself and his clients. He has now fairly 
clinched the matter. In his letter of this day 
his whole defence of the Duke of Grafton, and 
all the weight of his arguments against Junius, 
are made to rest upon a supposed certainty 
that, when the common law has taken its course, 
the officers of the guards will be brought to 
a court-martial. Here then we join issue with 
Modestus; and though near ten weeks have 
elapsed since the rescue of General Ganscl, we 
are ready to admit that it is not yet too late 
for the minister to do his duty ; but if notwith- 
standing the assurances given us by Modestus 
it should appear that there never was an inten- 
tion to bring these offenders to a trial, how will 
he answer it to the public, that he has dared to 
take up such a cause, and to impose so many 
gross falsehoods upon our credulity? As a 
friend, I would advise him to look out in time 
for some plausible evasion. Tire ministry have 
singular reasons for every thing they do, and 
I will venture to foretel that the officers of the 
guards will never be brought to a court-martial, 
because their offence is so g/eat that they must 
inevitable be cashiered. 


X.X, 
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LETTER LXIX. 

TO THE PEINTEE OF THE PUBLIC ADVEETISEE. 

SIR, 5 March, 1770. 

Theee is a certain set of menj who, 
upon almost every action of their Jives, are in- 
sulted with the pity both of their enemies and 
their friends. They seem to have discovered 
the art of doing whatever is base and detestable, 
without forfeiting their claim to the public com- 
passion. A bad man, with resolution and abi- 
lities, is a formidable being. Ilis great qualities 
compensate for the absence of good ones, and 
though not entitled to esteem, secure him from 
contempt. — The persons I speak of arc not in 
this predicament : they have nothing elevated 
in their vices. In vain tlo they labour to dis- 
tinguish themselves by the violation of all public 
duties, and private engagements. They still 
preserve their natural mediocrity of character, 
and have as little chance of being honoured 
with the detestation, as with the esteem of their 
country. 

I cannot mention the name of Sir, Edward 
Uawke without concern. How unfortunate it 
is that a heart, unacquainted with fear, should 
have so little sense of propriety and decorum ! 

I should be sorry to puzzle him with intricate 
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questions either of policy or morals, but there 
are some distinctions within the reach even of 
his understanding. In his situation, it parti- 
cularly became him to regulate his conduct by 
the judgment of the public. Though not ex- 
pected to think for himself, he might have taken 
a generous part with the friends of his country, 
and still have been respected for the integrity 
of his intentions. To what a poor, insignifi- 
cant condition has he now reduced himself! 
Behold him, at such a conjuncture as the pre- 
sent, meanly keeping possession of an office, 
which he owes to Lord Chatham’s friendship, 
and distinguished as the only surviving mini- 
ster, (of those introduced into the cabinet by 
Lord Chatham who supports the present admi- 
nistration, What opinion can he deliver in the 
House of Commons ? What measures can he 
maintain in the cabinet? lijstead of the dig- 
nity of tiiundering out secrets of state from 
the gallery, we see the first lord of the admi- 
ralty skulking into the house, just before a di- 
vision, as if he thought that every body had 
heard the peremptory message sent him by 
Mr. Bradshaw. 

As to his opinions in council, he must cither 
adopt a new set of idei.s, or, if he presumes to 


* See Editor’s note to Junius, Letter xxiii. edit. 
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differ from his colleagues, must silently submit 
to be over-ruled. On these terms lie may be 
permitted to keep an employment, which, since 
he sold his stock in the beginning of the winter, 
produces nothing, in addition to the salary, 
but the means of providing for his friends. The 
choice of Commodore Hill and Admiral Geary 
proves that he can discover latent merit in the 
most unpromising subjects. By this disposition 
of the command at Chatham and Portsmouth 
he seems to aim at encouraging^^/wre services, 
rather than in rewarding the past ; and as to 
his economy, was it possible to give a better 
proof of it, than by turning adrift a multitude 
of poor artificers to idleness and beggary, on 
purpose to make up four pounds a day for the 
use of Mr. Geary? 

Admiral Holburne’s services in America 
have also been very properly considered. When 
so many Englishmen vacate their places, it would 
be strange indeed if a Scot of such distinguished 
merit had been left unprovided for. Sir Percy 
Brett resigns, — Mr. Holburne sueceeds him, 
and Sir Edward Hawke is still first lord of the 
admii’alty! Proceed, Sir Edward, in this ho- 
nourable line. Be a spendthrift of your good 
name. We shall not quaxTel with your prodi- 
gality, for you have a right to waste the repu- 
tation you had acquired. You once contributed 
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largely to save this country, and have a cre- 
ditor’s claim to contribute to its destruction. 

7'he indigent circumstances of Lord Hart- 
ford’s family account for and justify their con- 
duct. The same spirit of economy wliich 
animated the father to the sale of public em- 
ployments in Ireland, revives in the son, and 
finds the best market for the ammunition of 
the AA’arwickshire militia *. Lord Hartford, 
General Conway, and Lord Beauchamp are the 
very quintessence of courtesy and candour. 
Undecided in their opinions, disengaged from 
all attachments, they support no measui’es with- 
out leaving room for explanation, and can 
reconcile the coldest indifference about the 
interests of others, with the warmest anxiety 
for their own. It is unluckily the fate of these 
moderate, candid persons, to be despised by all 
parties. In, vain does the gV.ntle Beauchamp 
give the treasury bench the negative assistance 
of his oratory ; — in vain does his honest father 
beg an audience for personal solicitation in the 
closet. General Howard and the secretary at 
war have still spirit to resist t. The promotion 

* This youth goes by the name of Gunpowder Beau- 
champ through the whole county. 

*|^^^ord Hartford not long ago had the modesty to desire 
son, a youth of twenty years old, might be put over 
the heads of all Gene^ Howard’s officers. 
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goes in the regiment, and the military achieve- 
ments of the younger Conway are left for fu- 
ture consideration. Poor Lord Hartford ! what 
is this but a continuation of the Duke of Graf- 
ton’s tyranny? From one minister we see him 
regularly kicked down to another. His nephew 
treats him like a footman, and Lord North, 
with still greater severity, yoaks him with Ge- 
neral Graeme *. 

My sincere compassion for Lord Cornwallis 
arises not so much from his quality as from his 
time of life. A young man by a spirited con- 
duct may atone for the deficiencies of his un- 
derstanding. Where was the memory of this 
noble lord, or what kind of intellects must he 
possess, when he resigns his place, yet con- 
tinues in the support of admin i.stration, and, 
to shew his independence, makes a parade of 
attending Lord North’s levee, and pays a public 
homage to the deputy of Lord Bute ! Where 
is now his attachment, where are now his pro- 
fessions to Lord Chatham ; — his zeal for the 
Whig interest of JCngland, and his detestation 
of Lord Bute, the Bedfords, and tl^ Tories ? 
Since the time at which these were the only 
topics of his conversatfon, I presume he has 

» Lord Hartford and this wortliy Scotchman are spies in 
ordinary to the minister for the time being. 
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shifted his company as well as opinions. Will 
he tell the world to which of his uncles or to 
what friend, to Philipson or a Tory lord, he 
owes the advice which has directed his con- 
duct ? I will not press him farther. The young 
man has taken a wise resolution at last, for he 
is retiring into a voluntary banishment in hopes 
of recovering the ruin of his reputation. 

These loose, sketches are sufficient to mark 
to you the kind of character, which, with every 
quality that ought to make it odious, still con- 
tinues pitiful, and is never important enough 
in mischief to excite indignation. I would not 
waste a thought in contriving tlie punishment 
or correction of such men ; but it may be use- 
ful to the public to see by what sort of crea- 
tures the present administration is supported. 
It is unnecessary to enlarge the catalogue. 
Without name or description they are distin- 
guished by a certain consciousness of shame 
which accompanies their actions. After desert- 
ing one i)arty, they dare not engage heartily 
with the other ; and having renounced their 
first sentiments and connexions, are forced to 
proceed in the humble track of voting as they 
are ordered, without party, principle or friends. 

DOMITIAN*. 

f The letters under this signature are recognised by 
Junius in his Private Letters, No, 56. edit. 
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LETTER L^X. 

V 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 10 Marc/i, 1770. 

No man is more warmly attached to 
the best of princes than I am. I reverence his 
personal virtues, as much as I respect his un- 
derstanding, and am happy to find myself under 
the government of a prince, whose temper and 
abilities do equal honour to his character. At 
the same time, I confess, I did not hear with- 
out astonishment of the answer which some 
evil-minded counsellors advised him to return 
to the sheriffs of the city of London*. For a 

* The following are the particulars of the dispute which 
occurred in presenting the petition of the 14th of March, ] 770 . 

On Wednesday the 7th> the sheriffs attended at St. James’s, 
to know his Majesty’s pleasure, when he would be waited on 
with the city address, *Venionstrance, and peU|fon ; they wait- 
ed till twenty minutes after two, when, the levee being over, 
they, with the remembrancer, were admitted into the closet, 
when Mr. Sheriff Townsend addressed himself to his Majesty 
ill the following words : 

May it please your Majesty, 

“ By order of the lord mayor, aldermen, and livery, of the 
city of London, in common-hall assembled, we took the ear- 
liest opportunity, as was our duty, to wait upon your Majes- 
ty ; and, being prevented by one of your Majesty’s household, 
who informed us, that it was your Miajesty’s pleasure to re- 
ceive us, we this day wait on your Majesty, humbly to know 

V Mien 
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king of Great Britain to take time to consider, 
whether he will or. will not receive a petition 

when your Majesty will please to be attended with an liumbk 
address, remonstrance, and petition.’* 

To which his Majesty was pleased to return the following 

'I 

answer : 

As the case is entirely new, I will take time to consider 
of it, and transmit you an answer by one of my principal se- 
cretaries of state.’* 

On Thursday evening the sheriffs received the following 
letter from Lord Weymouth : 

“ Gentlemen, St, James^s^ March 8, 1770- 

‘‘ The king commands me to inform you, in consequence 
of the message which you brought yesterday to St. James’s, 
that he is always ready to receive applications from any of his 
subjects; but as the present case of address, remonstrance 
and petition, seems entirely new, I am commanded to enquire 
of you in what manner it is authenticated, and what the na- 
ture of the assembly was, in which this measure was adopt- 
ed ? — When you furnish me with answers to these questions I 
shall signify to you his Majesty’s further pleasure. 

I ara^ Gentlemen^' 

** Your most obedient 
Sheriffs of London. humble Servant, 

“ WEYMOUTH.” 

On the next day the sheriffs went to St. James’s, and after 
waiting some time, Lord Bolingbroke came out, and enquired 
wdiether he was to tell his Majesty that they came with a 
fresh message, or with a message? The sheriffs answered, 
with a message. Soon after the two secretaries of state. 
Lord Rochford and Lord Weymouth, came to the sheriffs. 
Lord, Weymouth asked them “ whether they had received 
his letter, which was written by his Majesty’s order ?” 

Sheriffs. 
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from Ins subjects, seemst-to to 

this, that he will take time to <^nj$i4,ei' whether 

... A 

Sheriffii, “ We have/’ 

Loul Weymouth. “ Majesty desires to knovi^||^er 
^ou come in consequence of that letter; or whether you 
come on any fresh business?*’ 

Sheuffs. “We come in consequence of thSt lettcJT*** 

Lord Weymouth. “ Would it nbt^e^re propet^t^seild^ 
an answer in writing throUgli^me^j’ 

Shc7iff\. “ We act ministerially. ^ sheriffs of London 
wo have a right to an audience; and cannot communicate 
to any other pci son than the king, the subject (^i|>ur mes« 

Loid Weymouth. I do not dispute your right to an 
audience ; but would jt no^ be better and more’^ccurate to 
give your message to me ufriting?’’ 

Sheriff^. “ We know the v|l]ue and consequence of the 
citizens ri^ht to apply immediately to the king, an(| not to 
a third person ; and we do mqt; mean that any of their tights 
and privileges shall be bgjtrayed by our means.” 

Lord Weymouth thef^^aid, “^ti^Majesty uinterstanding 
tiiat you come ministerially au^qrj«i^With a message from 
the city of London, will aeg you aasobn as the levee is over;” 
and being introduced aCpOli^gly, Mr. Sheriff Townsend 
addressed his Majesty bi tifliese^Vrordsi 

“ MAY IT FLEAS^ YOt{B ^AJESTY, 

“ When we^had ^asS.thQ.hJpnour to appear before your 
Majesty, your Majesty y(»s gl^ciously pleased to promise an 
answer by one of your Majesty’s principal secretaries 
state; but we had yesterday questions proposed to us by 
Lord Weymouth. In anifwer^to which n^beg leave humbly 
to inform your Majesty^ that the application which we midee " 
to your Majesty, we make as sherifis of t^ city of London, 
VOL. III. 
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he 'vHtt or will not adhere to the fourth article 
of the Declaration of Rights One would think 
that' this could never have been a question in 
the mind of so gracious a prince, if there were 
not some very dangerous advice given in the 
closet. I now hear that it has been signified to 
the sherifi^, that his Majesty cannot receive the 
petition, until 4ie is informed of the nature of 
, the assembly, in which it was composed. A 

by the direction of the livery in Common<Hall legally assem- 
bled. The address, remonstrance, and petition, to be pre- 
sented to your Majesty by their chief magistrate, is the act 
of the citizens of London in their greatest court; and is or- 
dered by them to be properly authenticated as their act/’ 

To which his Majesty replied as follows: 

‘‘ I will consider of the answer you have given me/’ 
Whereupon the sherifis withdrew. 

On the Monday following the sheriffs received file subjoin- 
ed letter. 

St. Mmes\ 12 March, I770. 

GENTLEMEN, ^ 

The king has commanded me to signify to you his Ma- 
jesty’s pleasure that he will receive on Wednesday next, at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, the address, remonstrance, and 
petition, which you have inform^^ his Majesty is to be pre- 
sented by the chief magistrate ojfthe city of London. 

** I am, Gentlemi$n, 

« Your most obedient 

^ ‘‘ bumble Servant, 

^ London,” wet^mouth.’* 

*rhe address, &c. was presented accordingly, and for a 
copy of it see Editor’s note to Junius, Letter xxxvii. Vol. IL 
{^105. XPIT. 
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king indeed is noli obliged to understead' th$ 
political forma and constitution , of every cotr 
porationt in his dominions, but his ministers 
must be uncommonly ignorant who could not 
save him the embarrassment of asking such a 
question concerning the first body corporate 
perhaps in the world. The sheriflfe, I presume, 
will hardly venture to satisfy so unusual an in- 
quiry upon their own bare authority. They 
will naturally move the Lord Mayor to summon 
another Common Hall, to answer for them- 
selves ; and then, I doubt not, the corporation 
of the city of London will fully explain, to those 
whom it may concern, who they are, and what 
is the nature qf their assembly. After all. Sir, I 
do not apprehend that the propriety of the 
king’s receiving a petition from any of his sub- 
jects depends in the least upon their quality or 
situation. He is bound by the declaration and 
subsequent Bill of Rights to receive all peti- 
tions from his subjects. What notice or answer 
the contents of them may deserve, must be con- 
sidered afterw^ds. To refuse the petition it- 
self is against law. I am persuaded, however, 
that nothing can- be farther from the intention 
of otrit Radons sovereign, than to offer a gross 
affront fd the whole city of London. It is evi- 
dent thaf;.the^niinistry either mean to gain time 
for carrying some poor counter-measure* by 
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ineans of the wretched dependants of the court, 
of to intimidate the city magistrates, and deter 
them from doing their duty. I think it there- 
fore absolutely necessary for us to rouse in de- 
fence of the honour of the city, and demonstrate 
to the ministry, by the spirit and vigour , of our 
proceedings, that we are not, what they are 
pleased to represent us, the scum of the earth, 
and the vilest and basest of mankind. 

MODEll.\TUS*. 


LETTER LXXI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUB1,IC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 26 1770. 

That we may be quietly governed is 
a very proper jictition in the service of the 
Church of England. If the jvorst men should 
be put in authority under the king, they will 
think it politic to counteract the prayers of the 
people, and indifferently minister injustice to the 
punishment of virtue, and the maintenance of 
vice. The Duke of Grafton has devoted him- 
self to these principles with all the fervour of 
an enthufiast, nor can we avoid lamenting that 

Letter xxxi. which, in the genuine edition, is signed 
pdM^-Junim, had, when it originally appeared in the Public 
/Ijivertiser, the signature of Moderates affixed to it. edit. 
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so inflexibly a,, bigot should still have failed, of 
mai^yrdpp:!. His grace has triumphed over the 
last moments of his power, nor permitted its ex- 
tinction till he had dismissed the chancellor*, 
and procured a pension, inadequate, indeed, to 
former merits for the truly honest Mr. Brad- 
shaw t. The first occurrence has been suffi- 
ciently canvassed : the propriety with which his 
grace has effected the second occurrence can- 
not possibly be felt through all its force, till the 
deserving object of ministerial gratitude has 
spoken for himself. 

Come forward, Mr. Bradshaw, thou worthy, 
but much injured man, at once convince, and 
undeceive the public. Tell them, that if a per- 
son should exist, who dares even to insinuate 
that the following relation is founded upon 
stubborn facts, he is a gross detainer of un- 
biassed honour, ami would extend that rancor- 
ous abuse, which hitherto has preyed upon the 
fairest and most courtly characters, till it as- 
perse your own. 

Mrs. Allenby entered into an engagement 
with Miss Bradshaw in behalf of Mr. Allenby, 
her husband. It was stipulated that she should 
give into Miss Bradshaw’s hands the sum of six 

* The dismissed chancellor was Lord Camden, edit. 

t Mr. Bradshaw, as often observed before, was the Duke 
of Grafton's secretary, edit. 
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hii&dred pounds, which was to have been the 
piirchdsie money of the place of surveyor of the 
pines in America. An application was ll^pn 
afterwards made for the same place by Captain 

P *, who promised that on receiving it he 

would pay down the sum of eight hundred 
pounds. In consequence of this promise, the 
name of Mr. Allenby, already inserted in the 
list of intended promotions, was erased, and the 

. blank filled up with the name of Captain P , 

to which was added a written assertion that his 
appointment was owing to Mr. Allenby’s hav- 
ing chosen to decline going. When this affair 
Was examined at the board of treasury, Mrs. 
Allenby was asked where her husband was dur- 
ing this transaction. She answered, “ in Cupi- 
berland, assisting in the support of the Portland 
interest, when Mr. Robinson and Mr. Jenkin- 
son were doing what mischief they could to 
oblige Sir James Lowther.” * 

The latter part of Mrs. Alieti^’s declara^ 
tion occasioned some little entertainment. Shq 
was ignorant that the two intimate frien^^lif 
the Earl of Bute, whose characters shp wa^ uien 
dtowing, were actually present. Mr. Bradshaw 
pleaded in excuse that his sister, a milliner near 
Moorfields, was solely concerned in this busi- 

* Who the person here alluded to is, cannpt be ast^- 
tained. bjdit. 
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ness.. Whe»|j5^r. Cooper mentioned , to Mr. 
Bradshaw an intention of lodging a complaint 
aglfhst him, he burst into tears. — They could 
not have been tears of penitence, for they imply 
preceding guilt. 

When Mr. Bradshaw shall have exculpated 
his conduct, which_ cannot be arraigned with- 
out injustice, he may, perhaps, become a con- 
spicuous instance of the prevalence of example. 
The voice of injured innocence may sound 
within a neighbouring quarter; and, as the 
ostensible premier may be questioned on a si- 
milar occasion, his lordship will have an op- 
portunity to revive this long-forgotten truth. 
However contemptibly the world may judge 
of ministers of state, they are not conscious to 
themselves of any guilt. 

Q IN THE CORNER. 

LETTER LXXII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

slB, 27 June, 1770. 

Y OUR correspondent, A FeUo’w-Labourer 
in the public Came *, has a claim to our atten- 

F A letter under the above signature appeared on the 
preceding day, recommending Mr. Wilkes to stand forward 
as a candidate for the city of London on the death of Aider- 
man Beckford. kbit. 
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tion, -rather from the liheralitjittnd cattdour 
with whicfi he. has stated his ideas, than from 
the force of argument with which he has sv^- 
ported them. He seems to have forgotten that 
the national resentment has not been so much 
excited by the exclusion of Mr. Wilkes as' by 
the insertion of Mr. Luttrell. He does not 
seem to be aware that the discussion of the 
great question can never be brought on in a 
new mode as long as Mr. Wilkes is to be the 
ground-work of the debate : that the arguments 
for incai)acitatipn of that gentleman were merely 
personal : that they respected the member re- 
turned, without any reference to the consti- 
tuents : and, therefore^ that the substitution of 
other constituents can effect no alteration in 
the case whilst the person returned continued 
the same. 

Your correspondent would likewise have 
done well to have borne in mind that the livery 
of London have, by the most authentic act of 
the corporation, declared to the world, that the 
intrusion of Mr. Luttrell has vitiated the pre- 
sent parliament *. With wnat consistency then 

* In such popular detestation was the conduct of the tni- 
nistry and parliament held, with respeet to their proceedihgs 
in the Middlesex election, that Mr. •Alderman Townsend. 
wenti'iO’far as to try the legality of the act of parliament for' 
raining the land-tax, the alderman having refused to pay it 
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can the same bddy of men subscribe to the' m- 
te^ty of the same parliament uporf any other 

on the ptetence that the intrusion of Mr. Luttrell had 
vitiated the parliament, and negatived its power. 

The tri^l took place June <), 1/72, and the following ac- 
count of it is extracted from the Public Advertiser of the 
ensuing day. 

Yesterday came on in the court of King’s Bench the long- 
expected cause between Mr. Alderman Townsend and the 
collector of the land-tax. Lord Mansfield had appointed 
the trial for nine o’clock precisely ; but he de layed il till near 
eleven, waiting for the attorney-general, who did not attend. 
The cause was opened by Mr. Davenport; after which .Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn addressed the jury, and informed them that 
in common cases it v/as the custom to content theni'iclvcs 
with proving the trespass, and then leave the justification of 
it to the defendant ; but he said the present case retjnircd a 
farther discussion from him; that it was an important con- 
stitutional point upon which the valuable riglUs of the whole 
nation depended. He said, he was directed by his client. 
Mr. Townsend, to conduct the cause as it^ importance de- 
manded: tliat therefore he should wave all the informalities 
in the collector’s proceedings : he would admit him likewise 
to be collector, and that he was authorised the commis- 
sioners : that the single ground of his pleading would j)c that 
the commissioners tlicrnselves w^cre not authorised : for that 
a House of Commons legally chosen by the people are alone 
empowered to levy taxes in this country ; and he said, he in- 
sisted and would prove by evidence that the persons who 
passed the act of parliament (under which the collector had 
seized Mr, Townsend’s hay) w^ere improperly called a House 
of Cofnmons, because they were illegally and defectively 
constituted.' He said that to the making of all laws and the 
levying of all taxes, it was formerly necessary that every 

freeholder 
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terms thi»n the previous extermination the 
coatamin^ng object ? The introduqtioa . of 

freeholder should assent individually ; and. eipeciatly h^ore 
a tax was to be levied the constitueats 'formerly 
referred to» because they were to consent to what they were 
to pay. Custom and usage (he said) had now made it com- 
mon for the representatives in parliament to speak for the 
people, and this was considered the same as the consent Of 
the people, because they were freely chosen by the people 
for that purpose ; and after every -election a formal letter of 
attorney (the indenture) is alwaya given by the electors to 
the person they have chosen. He said, that this implied 
consent of the people by their representatives depended en- 
tirely on their having the free choice of their representatives : 
for that if their freedom of choice was invaded, the reference 
and implication were destroyed, and the people would no 
longer have any the least consent in the making of laws or 
levying of taxes ; but that thtr lives and their property would 
be absolutely at the mercy of any set of men who should 
call themselves a parliament, corrupted by the revenue and 
supported by the troops of a weak or a wicked tyrant. He 
said, that this as far at least as it related to representation 
was the case with the present persons^ who call themselves a 
house ; for which, he said, as they were not chosen, so neither 
are they acknowledged by the people ; the county of Middle- 
sex, he said, was not represented : that one of the members 
legally chosen by the county had been forcibly and illegally 
excluded ; and another person r illegally and forcibly sub- 
stituted in his room. Mr. Glynn then gave a very striking 
account of the absurdity and impudence of Mr. Luttrell’s 
pretfnisioiis and of the infamy of our , and his abettors 
an4|pbtomplices. He said; the present pretended House of 
Qil^ons had superseded the election of the county by an 
^ imWarrantable^ resolution of their own ; and had by so doing 

seized 
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Mr. Wilkes into the house is in itself a ciroum* 
stanise of Iktle importance. If parliament and 

leized into their own hands and for their own use and emolu- 
kn^nt the birth^rightof all the people of England. He proved 
in the clearest manner that the pretence of Mr. Wilkes's 
incapacity does not exist in the law : and that the people's 
right of representation is less than a name if the House of 
Commons has an indefinite power of expulsion. Mr. Glynn 
said he would produce unquestionable evidence to the points 
on which he had rested the merits of his cause ; notwithstand- 
ing that he thought it unnecessary, because the facts were so 
^notorious and so well known to the jury themselves, that 
they could of their own knowledge, agreeably to the laws of 
the land, give a verdict for the plaintiff even without any 
evidence. 

As soon as Mr. Glynn had finished his speech and was 
directing the evidence to be called, Mr. Wallace (tlie king*s 
counsellor) produced a printei^paper, which he said was the 
act of parliament by which the collector levied the tax. As 
for the objection that had been made by Mr. Glynn relative 
to the seat of one of the members, or of the legality of the 
parliament, he said the courts of Westniinster-hall had no 
power to determine. ^ 

Lord Mansfield then rose and said, that he perceived 
Mr. Glynn wanted that court to retry the judgment of the 
House of Commons touching the case of the Middlesex 
election : That is, said his lordship, he wants to prove that 
the legislature is dissolved ; and that all the acts of parlia- 
ment made since the year lyOg are void. The evidence 
which Mr. Glynn wants to produce is not by law admissible, 

^ and 1 will not suffer it to be given. — Gentlemen of the 
jury* you will find for the defendant.” — The clerk then hur- 
ried over the form, and said, — ‘‘ Gentlemen of the juiy, 
^hearken to your verdict, &c. you find for the defendant, 

and 
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the county of Middlesex had gone, on in an 
eternal circulation of expulsions an^^^turns, 
the essence of that assembly would npt., hayp 
been affected. The indispensable point is» that 
the corrupt member should bp lopped oft’; a 
point that will hardly be compassed by an event 
of such indifference to the public as the mere 
seating Mr. Wilkes in the House of Commons 
a representative of the city of London. 

Upon the plan of your correspondent the 
prosecutors, indeed, will be changed, but the 
cause will still be the same. It is in the power 
of administration alone to vary and extend the 
cause by arbitrarily incapacitating another mem- 
ber legally elected ; a,^ieasure which they do 
in truth “ tremble at the thoughts of.” 

In conclusion: the restoration of parliament 
must begin in the person of Mr. Luttrell ; nor 
can the injury to the people of England be 
heightened in the person of Mr. Wilkes. Every 

and so you say all.” — Whereupon one of the jury, Mr. Long, 
said that he did not consent to that verdict. This dissent 
caused some embarrassment to Lord Mansfield, which he 
soon got over by saying, Gen^’emen, you are sworn to . 
give a verdict according to the evidence ; now no evidence 
has been produced to you against the defendant; therefore 
you must find for him. "You Cannot try fticts by notoriety, 
that, kjfinot law, ..you must go by evidence, and you have 
hedl^i^o evidence, you must find for the defendant.'* 

.The jury accordingly acquitted the defendant, edit. 
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county, ^et^’borongh*, is already as essfentiall)’’ 
afFe'cted "aS‘''‘'the county of Middlesex. It is an 
et«nial''. truth ' in the political as well as the 
mystical bbdyi'that'** where one member suffers, 
all the mrembers'Snffer with it.” 

I am, 

A LABOURER IN THE SAME CAUSE. 


LETTER LXXIII. 

to THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

Southampionstreetf Bloomsburt/fO^ Jutiey 1770 . 

SIR, ^ 

Having to my great surprize seen in 
a letter published in your paper of yesterday, 
signed Q in the Corner y the following paragraph : 

“ When Mn Cooper mentioned to Mr. Brad- 
shaw an intention of lodging a complaint against 
him, he burst into tears.” 

I think myself bound in honour and in jus- 
tice to declare, that the whole of this assertion 
is false and groundless ; I never mentioned to 
Mr. Bradshaw any intention of lodging a com- 
plaint against him } I never heard of any such 
intention ; and I do not know of any circum- 
stance whatsoever that can justify the least 
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imputation on Mr. Bradshaw of the nktnre in- 
tended to be conveyed by the said letter. ^ 

^ I am. Sir, '•»’* 

Yonf humble servjint, 

GREY COOPER. 
* 

LETTER LXXlV.,v 

* *■ 
r\ 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, SO June, 1770. 

I RECEIVED the circumstance of Mr. 
Bradshaw’s having burst into tears from an au- 
thority which I thought at least equal to Mr. 
Cooper’s, and therefore I believed and assorted 
it. I now perceive that I was mistaken, do 
willingly give up %o capital a point in Mr. Brad- 
shaw’s case, and join with his honourable friend 
in declaring, that he has not, wept at all about 
the matter. 

I have a high opinion Mr. Cooper’s in- 
tegrity, but a much higher of Mr. Bradshaw’s. 
I find the fair im^e of truth in the firsts in 
the last I expect to meet an oracle. Why will 
not Mr. Bradshaw be so obliging as to step 
forward, and declare upon his honoury that he 
** not know of any circumstance whatso- 
allif that can justify the least imputaiion on 
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him of the nature which seems to Mf. Cooper 
to have been conveyed by a letter in this 

paper-” 

I allow Mr. Cooper’s evidence as far as it 
relates to the falling of some few tears to be 
■entirely decisive ; but I am not so courtly as to 
infer from Mr. Cooper’s absolute ignorance of 
the subject an equal one in Mr. Bradshaw. It 
is from Mr. Bradshaw* who must know some- 
thing more of the matter than Mr. Cooper, 
that I expect to be told, that no board was ever 
held at which this particular subject was intro- 
duced, and that Mr. Allenby was not at that 
time present. 

May I presume humbly to inquire of Mr. 
Bradshaw if Mr. Dyson did not at that time 
examine Mrs. Allenby j if he did not attempt 
to brow-beat her ; and if a noble lord had not 
the humanity to^iuterfere ? 

After all, it may be worth remarking, that 
Mr. Cooper’s testimony seems to relate only to 
his own intentions with respect to lodging a 
complaint, and fas, own i^eas of the imputa- 
tions that should arise from transactions of this 
nature. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Q IN THE CORNER. 
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LETTCIl LXXV. ' 

r D) the Public Advertiser. 
t f*" 7 July, 1770. 

10 THOMAS BRADSHAW, ESQ. 

Your ho||j>urable colleague, Mr. 
Cooper, boie witness to ^bur innocence. So 
full a vindication was superfluous. I dare an- 
swei for it, tiiat the opinion which the public 
had conceived of your integrity is still unal- 
teicd; it could not have been lessened although 
your champion never had appeared; nor has 
hi? entrance within the lists at all increased it. 
I took the liberty to appeal from his decision to 
your own: you seem detei’mined to be silent. 
Perhaps the rigour of your situation^ deprives 
) on of any choice between the sacrifice of truth 
and of yourself. You nobly hesitate to make 
the first, and tacitly confess,* that in one heed- 
less moment throughout a life of unpolluted 
ho^ty you may have been«tj(| blame. Perhaps 
«you do not think it ineligible to let this 
matter die away. Consult thb.feelihgs* of your 
hiUrt, and they will tell you’ the pub- 
lic forms of justice cab avkil.but lit^e. They 
will not either yield a shelte^fto yoi^elf, or en- 
able you to direct the storni ag^ult another. 
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I have not written from conjecturCj, nor can 
you be ignorant that I have drawn my intelli- 
gence from its first source, and not the common 
falsities of the day. ...There is a place which 
once was called the House of Prayer j I leave 
it to men more versed in scriptur^ phrases than 
myself to tell you what it is at present. Should 
you hereafter think it proper to discuss this 
subject there, you possibly may find an indivi- 
dual in that virtuous congregation who will as- 
sist the- hitherto ineffectual inquiries of 

Q IN THE CORNER. 


LEITER LXXVI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER: 

7 July^ 1770 , 

1 FIND myself engaged at once with 
two antagonists of very different complexions. 
I must content myself, however, with opposing 
the same obvious reasoning of a plain man, to 
the cool circumspect address of The Jello'w la- 
bourer in the 'public cause^ and to the rapid, eager 
precipitation of his supporter. The latter of 
these gentlemen, with a tenyicrance that does 
not seem to belong to him, is peremptorily of 
opinion, “ that when a particular injustice is 
founded on, and supported by a general princi- 

VOL. HI. T 
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pie, the appeal should no longer be made to the 
passions, but to the wisdom of the people.” 
The reverse is, I believe, invariably true. Pru- 
dence may incline us tq forget the injury of a 
moment, the impulse of passion, or the sugges- 
tion of caprieg. Let the same injury be offered 
to us with all the insolence of authority, or even 
let the authority be pretended to without any 
actual exertion, an1S wisdom herself shall call 
foi th ever}' passion to resist it. 

A simple tax of a few shillings, illegally cx- 
toi'ted, was sufficient to enlighten the under- 
standings of the whole nation. Every body 
perceived that one such instance, supporting 
itself on a general claim, was equivalent to, and 
(like an universal proposition), comprehended 
a thousand. It did not require the sagacity of 
a Hampden to deduce the consequences j but 
it called for all his spirit to oppose them. 

I am ready to acknowledge, that “ in rigor- 
ous consistency the city of London ought not 
to return any representative” to St. Stephen’s 
cl^apel; I am more ready to dispense with “ the 
attendance of some^of the present city mem- 
bers.” But I am stfu willing to admit the ne- 
cessity of their departing a Jittle from that 
rigour — because I see no meduim between such 
temporary accommodation, and either the 
miseries of civil bloodshed, or (what iSfinfinitely 
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more to be deprecated), the established tran* 
quillity of sei’vitude. 

The right of resistance on the part of the 
people, is the ultimate^ sanction of our civil li- 
berties. But God forbid that we should be too 
critically exact in defining the precise boundary 
where the exertion of that right becomes a 
duty. The distresses of .j^n intestine war are 
known, and inevitable; the event precarious. 
It may be better to submit, for a time, to what- 
ever irregularity in the most essential part of 
the state, than instantly to seek redress by vio- 
lence. Every other conceivable method ought 
first to be eagerly adopted, and earnestly pur- 
sued. Something may be expected from time, 
from impunity, from fear; perhaps something 
even from conscience and remorse. And if, at 
length, without Coming to exti'emitics, the in- 
tegrity of the legislature should be restored, the 
tyrannical decisions of an unauthorized assem- 
bly will of course be abrogated; their useful 
acts may receive a I'atification from a legitimate 
parliament. 

You perceive. Sir, that. I am not here main- 
taining the doctrine asserted in the city remon- 
strance, but arguing from it.- Yet I must beg 
leave to observe, that the distinction intro- 
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lativc and a practical parliament, a parliament 
dejure and de facto, is equally novel and mon- 
strous. On this account I cannot but be of 
opinion that the city should adliere to their 
constitutional speculation, and insist that Mr. 
Wilkes is actual representative of Middlesex ; 
although they may without blame, perliaps, ac- 
quiesce, for a time,an tlie proceedings of an 
assembly, to which they cannot even allow the 
i*ank of a convention. 

For the sake of peace they may be justified 
in returning Mr. Oliver. For the sake not 
merely of consistency, but of the safety and 
dignity of the state, Mr. Wilkes must not be 
allowed to quit “ the sure ground on which he 
stands,” to borrow an expression of his own in 
an address to his constituents. 

But, it seems, “ if Mr, Wilkes were returned 
by the city, and admitted take his seat, the 
unconstitutional principle would be ipso> facto 
overturned.” Let us see, then, how the argu- 
ment will stand. If the admission of Mr. 
Wilkes would ipso facto overturn the unconsti- 
tutional principle, lyidouutedly the continuation 
of Mr. Luttrell mtist ipso facto perpetuate it. — 
What is this but to make the^ House of Com- 
mons $uch an absurd monster in politics, as has 
never yet disgraced the reason or t!^ patience 



LETTERS OF JUNIUS. 


277 


of mankind: a legislative body subsisting by 
two principles (each in its full force and energy) 
equal, contrary, and mutually destructive. 

The Fello'w-labourer of this day has, indeed, 
candidly admitted, that the extermination of 
Mr. Luttrell is the indispe7isable point, if your 
other correspondent, who absolutely denies the 
position, will indulge me the phrase, Mr. Lut- 
trell holds his seat by a very different title from 
a common determination in the case of a con- 
tested return. In the latter instance, the juris- 
diction of the house is competent; nor has the 
constitution hitherto provided an appeal from 
their decision. In the case before us, a new 
and unheard of power is supposed to be usurped, 
and rights beyond the I'each of the whole legis- 
lature, I mean the fundamental rights ol' the 
people, invaded by a third part of it. By this 
invasion Mr. Luttrell was seated; upon this 
principle the return was amended by the house, 
and his name inserted; and it is in consequence 
of that alteration that he still ranks as a mem- 
ber of parliament. As long, therefore, as he 
shall be permitted to sit there, so long will the 
principle be in force. For in the House of 
Commons, as in every other court, prove the 
jurisdiction to be incompetent to the case, and 
the adju^cation falls to the ground. 

It ^]^ears to me that both your correspon- 
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dents have contemplated this subject in too 
confined a view. Foi’ my own part, I think too 
highly of Mr. Wilkes’s services to the state, and 
of the sacredness of our common cause, to wish 
either one or the other to be made a mere en- 
gine of party, or a scarecrow of opposition. 
But since the gentlemen from whom I dissent 
have delivered their sentiments concerning the 
effect which the proposed measure would pro- 
bably produce in the House of Commons and 
in ministry, I too, in my turn, will venture to 
pronounce, that nothing is so ardently desired 
by either, as a separation between the county of 
Middlesex and Mr. Wilkes. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

A LABOURER IN THE SAME CAUSE. 


LETTER LXXVIl. 

TO THE PUINTEK OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 19 November^ 1770 . 

A FEW days ago I was in a large pub- 
lic company, where there happened some cu- 
rious conversation. The secretary at war* was 
pleased to express himself with unusual simpli- 


Lord Viscount Barrington. 
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city and candour. He assured us that, after 
liaving carefully considered the subject, he did 
not know a single general officer (out of near 
an hundred now in the service) who M'as in any 
shape qualified to command the army; and for 
fear we should not believe him, repeated and 
inforced his assertion five several times. You 
will allow. Sir, that, at the eve of a foreign war, 
this is pretty comfortable intelligence for the 
nation, especially as it comes from authority, 
lie gave us some consolation, however, by as- 
suring us that he and General Hervoy would 
take excellent care of the army, and compared 
himself (not unhappily), to an old woman cur- 
ing an ague with the assistance of Doctor Rad- 
cliff. — I don’t so much question Mr. Ilervey’s 
being able to give good advice, as that other 
little man’s being either willing or able to fol- 
low it; but I should be glad to know which of 
them is to be responsible to the country for the 
management of the army, or whether they are 
invested with equal powers? Is Lord Barring- 
ton the marksman and General Hervey only 
the stalking horse? Or does the latter com- 
mand, and that other only do as he is bid? This 
point, I think, ought to be explained; for if we 
don’t know who commands the army, and any 
mischiej^hould happen, the secretary at w’ar 
and adjutant general will of course lay the 
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blame upon each other, and the nation never 
knoNv which of them ought to be punished. 

TESTIS. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 

ro THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC AUVERTISEH. 

SIR, 24 November, 1770 . 

I HAVE never joined in the several 
Censures which have lately been thrown upon 
Lord Barrington. The formal declaration he 
was pleased to make (for the information of the 
House of Commons and of this country), with 
respect to the shameful ignorance and incapa- 
city of all the general officers, without excep- 
tion, may, for aught I know, be extremely well 
founded; and if it were not so, I do not consi- 
der the viscount as a free agent. He undoubt- 
edly meant no more than, as a dutiful servant, 
to obey the orders, and to express the sentiments 
of his royal master. The secretary at war, it 
is true, has a multitude of enemies, but the 
bitterest of them will not affirm, that he is po- 
sitively an idiot, without a single ray of under- 
standing. That would be going a little too far. 
Yet he must certainly be the very weakest of 
the human species, if without any pMfeor pur- 
pose whatsoever, he loaded himselfwdth the 
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hatred and resentment of so large and power- 
ful a body of men as the general officers. This, 
I think, is too absurd to be supposed. Yet 1 
do not pretend to deny the fact. On the con- 
trary, I mean to account for it upon clear and 
rational principles. — If it be the king’s inten- 
tion (as we have sufficient reason to think it 
is) to govern the army himself, (by which means 
the disposal of commissions, like ev^cry thing 
else, will ultimately centre in Carlton- House ;) 
the first step is to possess the public with am 
opinion, that this measure is not of choice but 
necessity. Wlien the secretary at war has in- 
formed the House of Commons, in the name 
of his gracious master (for it is not to be sus- 
pected that he spoke for himself,) tliat all his 
general officers were no better than drivellers, 
it follows of course that the secretary at war, 
with the adjutant general’s advice, must be the 
ostensible manager of the armyj and then you 
see. Sir, every thing goes on, as her royal high- 
ness the Princess dowago' of Wales would 
have it. 

Far be it from me to impeach his Majesty’s 
judgment in military matters. Our gracious 
sovereign cannot possibly have a meaner opi- 
nion of his general officers than I have. Yet 
I owT fe^e re is one circumstance that a little 
surpri^ me. These poor creatures, it is agreed 
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on all hands, have neither capacity nor experi- 
ence j but one would think that, as soldiers and 
gentlemen, they might shew a little spirit when 

they are insulted. What, will they go to 

court again, to bow, and cringe and fawn 

upon ***** who orders his official servant 
to point them out to their country, as a knot 
of idiots — asses — mules — beasts of burthen ! 

This affair. Sir, (as many other circum- 
stances do, and more important ones may do 
hereafter) puts me in mind of the sincere, ho- 
nest, candid character of that pious prince, 
Charles the First. When a great number of 
the first people of this country had hazarded 
their lives and spent their fortunes in his de- 
fence, and when, in the last instance, they 
had formed a convention at Oxford, which, if 
not a parliament, was at least a meeting highly 
respectable, what return did tliey receive from 
that devout, religious, grateful monarch ? He 
flattered them to their faces, and the next mo- 
ment wrote to his wife that they were a base, 
mutinous set of mongrels, whom he was happy 
to get rid of. 


• TESTICULUS. 
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I.ETTER LX XIX. 

TO THE PUINTEII OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 7 Dec. 1770. 

A REPORT prevails that the late pre- 
mier is very soon to be placed at the head of 
the admiralty. — I thought Junius had fairly 
hissed him off the stage. But since he adven- 
tures again to appear before the public, let me 
do justice to his modesty and commend him for 
his discretion in sinking to an inferior charac- 
ter. I should be sorry to interrupt so natural 
a descent. By dropping gradually from part 
to part, he may in time arrive at something 
that will suit his capacity. Besides the moral 
fitness of reducing all men to their proper level, 
there will be a novelty in the public entertain- 
ment, when wo sep the same wretched stroller, 
who strutted yesterday in Othello, creeping 
upon the stage to-day in the shape of a candle- 
snufter. 

In the article of firmness I think this young 
man’s character is universally given up ; but 
I observe there is still an opinion maintained 
by some people, that, in point of ability, he is 
not deficient. For my own part. Sir, I never 
could (Jilpover upon what foundation that opi- 
nion resred. Let it be fairly tried by the two 
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great, decisive tests of the human understand- 
ing — conduct and discourse. These, I know, 
are sometimes at variance with each other. 
An ingenious man may act very absurdly, and 
we frequently see a dull fellow conduct him- 
self with firmness and propriety. It is the 
didie’s misfortune that he fails equally in both 
articles,; — that he neither acts with judgment, 
nor speaks with ability. Look at his conduct 
from the outset ; — I mean with a reference not 
to the treachery, but to the folly of the man. 
His earliest personal attachment in life was to 
the Duke of Portland ; — that friendship he has 
foolishly dissolved, without succeeding in his 
purpose to oblige Sir James Lowthcr. — His first 
public connexion was with Lord Rockingham. 
That too is lost, together with the friendship 
of Lord Chatham, for which he sacrificed the 
marquis. For the solidity qf his union with 
Lord Cliatliam he pledged himself to the public 
by some very uncommon declarations both 
abroad and in parliament. Yet from this union, 
and his subsequent fi'icndship with Lord Granby 
and Lord Camden, the cajollery of the closet 
soon seduced him. His easy virtue is not 
made for resistance. — To support his last plan, 
we have seen him renounce not only all these 
successive connexions, but every political idea, 
opinion, and principle of his firmer life, and 
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thi'ow himself, body and soul, into the arms of 
the Bedfords. Here at least he might have 
stopped, since there was not another party in 
the kingdom to which it was possible for him 
to transfer his affections. He had gone reso- 
lutely through the whole drudgery of the Mid- 
dlesex election. He had paid Governor Biir- 
goyne’s expenses very handsomely by the sale 
of that patent to Mr. Hine, which the right 
honourable the House of Commons have not 
yet thought proper to inquire into. He had 
shewn fortitude enough to drop the prosecu- 
tion of Mr. Vaughan, though urged, insulted, 
braved to it by every stimulus that could touch 
the feelings of a man ; and, in conclusion, he 
had made himself accessory to the untimely 
death of Mr. Yorkc. — I say accessory, because 
he was certainly not the principal actor in that 
most atrocious business. After all, Sir, when 
it was impossible for him to add to his guilti- 
ness, a panic seizes him, he begins to measure 
his expectations by the sense of his deserts, a 
visionary gibbet appears before his eyes, he 
flies from his post, surrenders to another the 
reward due to his honourable services, and 
leaves his king and country to extricate them- 
selves, if they can, from the distress and confu- 
sion in which he had involved them. 

Tl^ danger, as he conceives, being now 
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prett}’’ well over, what plan do you think this 
worthy, resolute young man pursues at pre- 
sent ? While he was first lord of the treasury, 
it is well known, (and I speak from knowledge 
when I assert) that he never treated Lord North 
even with the common civility due to his clerk. 
I appeal to Lord North himself, and to every 
clerk in the treasury (particularly to Grey Coo- 
per) whether it was not known to be a diffi- 
cult matter for the chancellor of the exchequer 
to obtain an audience even of Mr. Thomas 
Bradshaw. Would you believe it possible. Sir, 
that, after these facts, this very Duke of Graf- 
ton can be so degraded, so lost to every sensa- 
tion of pride, of dignity, and decorum, as to be 
a suppliant beggar for employment to this very 
Lord North ? Yet so it is j and, if I were to 
tell you with what circumstances of humiliation 
he accompanies his suit to the minister, the 
narrative would be nauseous and fulsome. He 
is so very impatient to be first lord of the admi- 
ralty, that Lord North can hardly keep the 
fawning creature from under his feet. — Now, 
Sir, let any man living, i care not whether 
friend or foe, review this summary of his life, 
and tell us in what instance he has discovered 
a.j^iigl# ray of wisdom’, solidity, or judgment ? 

i/'jjAs to the other test of his abilities, I mean 
his talent for talking in public, I carf speak 
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with greater precision, for I’ have often had 
the honour of hearing lum. With a very solemn 
and plausible delivery, he has a set of thoughts, 
or rather of words resembling thoughts, which 
may be applied indifferently, and with equal 
success to all possible subjects. There is this 
singular advantage in his grace’s method of 
discourse, that, if it were once admitted that 
he spoke well upon any one given topic, it 
would inevitably follow that he was qualihed 
to deliver himself happily upon every subject 
whatsoever. He would be ipso Jacto an uni- 
versal orator. Accept of the following speci- 
men of his grace’s eloquence, and, I promise 
you, you will be as well able to judge of his 
oratorial powers, as if you had heard him a 
thousand times. 

“ My lords, ' 

“ When I came into the house this day, 
I protest I did riot think it possible, — indeed 
I had formed in my own breast a resolution 
to the contrary — but, my lords, I really thought 
it impossible that I should be compelled to 
trouble your lordships with viy poor thoughts 
upon the question before your lordships. — I 
never do presume to trouble your lordships at 
any time without always feeling a pain, — an 
internal regret, — a degree of uneasiness, which 
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I can with truth assure your lordships, (and 
I flatter myself that 1 shall find credit with 
every noble lord, who hears me,) it is not easy 
ftir me to have the honour of describing to 
your lordships, My lords, I am called upon, 
as I humbly conceive, and I appeal boldly not 
only to the candour of noble lords, but to your 
lordships severest judgment, whether I am not 
compelled to declare my sentiments, as expli- 
citly as I now do, upon the motion upon your 
lordships’ table. Upon this ground, my lords, 
I meet the noble lord without fear, though I 
respect his superior abilities, and I pledge my- 
self to your lordships for the truth of what I 
assert. Otherwise, my lords, if facts were not 
as I have stated them, where will your lord- 
ships draw the line? My lords, I am really 
astonished, — indeed, my lords, I ought not 
to be <Mto;it|0ied. The question has been 
handled with So much abiliVy by other noble 
lords, that I shall content w^self with this 
simple, unadorned declaration of my opinion. 
Yet I could quote cases, my lords, which I ac- 
cidentally met with this .aorning in the course 
of my reading, which, I doubt not, would con- 
vince your lordships, if conviction were in 
question. But I fear I have troubled your lord- 
loiig. I shall therefore return to the 
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leading proposition, which I had the honour of 
setting out with, and move for an immediate 
adjournment. 

This style, I apprehend. Sir, is what the 
learned Scriblcrus calls rigmarol in logic, — rid’ 
dlcmerce among schoolboys, — and in vulgar ac- 
ceptation, Three blue beam in a blue bladder. 
It is the perpetual parturience of a mountain, 
and the never-failing delivery of a mouse. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

DOIVUTIA^. 


LETTER LXXX. 

For the Public Advertiser. 

13 Dec. 1770. 

CHAPTER OF FACTS, OR MATERIALS FOR 
HISTORY. 

1. The House of Lords, justly offended 
at the accuracy afid precision, with which a 
certain noble duke’s oration* has been deli- 
\ered to the public, and concluding that the 
very words must have been taken down in 
writing, by some foreign enemy, have deter- 
mined to preserve the honour of their mem- 
bers, and the credit of their eloquence, by or- 
dering all strangers to be carefully excluded. 

% But not to give offence, the exclusion is 
* Sec the preceding letter, 
u 


VOL. III. 



MISCELLANEOUS 


2 go 

made general j their lordships very properly 
considering that the members of the House of 
Commons are no more fit to be trusted with 
the debates of a public assembly, than the 
spies or emissai^es of a foreign ambassador, or 
so many Jesuits in disguise. 

3. The right honourable the speaker of the 
House of Lords was pleased to summon all the 
lords to,attend on, Monday last, on purpose to 
inform their lordships collectively in what cor- 
ner of the house each lord separately might 
find wj^te pa^er for his necessary occasions. 
N. B. It seems to be the fate of this unhappy 
paper (which always brings nasty ideas with it) 
to be produced in a most unseemly manner. 
In the court of King’s Bench, the introduction 
of it was allowed to be irregular ^ unprecedented, 
and EXTRAJtJ|^|ciAL. — In the House of Lords, 
it was only' siliy "and ridiculous. — What a strange 
antipathy some men have t6 a record ! When 
they dare not erase, they fairly take post and 
travel out of it.;^ y 

4. The h^'i^or regulating contested elec- 

tions was strenuously opposed by Lord North 
and the rest king’s servants. Yet every 

one of the^Jtidges who went the circuit last 
sunt^^er, instead. 9 f instructing the several grand 
jlsi'les in the,^d, legal, constitutional way, were 
"ordered to .f^u^jd the praises of the House of 
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Commons for their singular virtue in passing 
this and the privilege bill. And now let it be 
observed, that, in the first instance of the ope- 
ration of this new law (the Shoreham election) 
not one of the ministers attended. Yet, in- 
trusted as they are with the executive power 
of the state, it is iAeir particular duty to at- 
tend, to facilitate, and inforce the execution 
of the laws : — and these are the people who 
deafen us with their complaints of the licen- 
tiousness of the times, and the total want of 
respect into which the laws are fallen. 

5. So far from performing this duty, it is 
a fact notorious that one Purling, a Carib- 
bee, has been encouraged by ministry to intro- 
duce a third candidate at Shoreham, and. to 
give him four of his own votes, in order that 
by having iwo petitions preferred (a case not 
expressly provided for by the act) this wise, this 
salutary law may*be defeated in the first in- 
stance, and have a contempt thrown upon it. 

6. Let it be known to posterity that when 
Lord Mansfield was attacked with so much ve- 
hemence in the House of Commona on Thurs- 
day the 6th instant, not oni^f the ministry 
said a word in his deferifce. Nobody spoke for 
him but the Carlton-house junto — Jenkinson 
and Sir Gilbert. (N. B. Mungo is sick.) Even 
Mr. George Onslow, who in general is not very 

V 2 
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scrupulous, confined himself to the defence of 
Mr. Baron Smythe, and did not utter a syllable 
in favour of poor Mansfield. I hese facts shc'v 
plainly, 1. How the Carlton-house connexion 
hangs together, 2. That Lord North himsell 
is not over and above pleased with the closet 
influence of the chief juggler. 

The great Lord Camden did yesterday 
(11th of December, 1770 ) address himself di- 
rectly to Lord Mansfield, and declare that he 
considered the paper delivered in by that Lord 
as a challenge to himself, which he accepted, 
that the glove was thrown down, and he took 
it up. — That he was ready to meet him in de- 
fence of the laws- of this country, and vehe- 
mently urged that a day might be fixed for de- 
bating the matter. But notwithstanding every 
possible instance made by the minority lords, 
the chief justice shrunk from the combat, and 
would not fix any day. 


; LETTER LXXXI. 

‘ Forlthe Public Advertiser. 

14 . Dec. 1770 . 

SECOND CHAPTER OF FACTS, OR MATERIALS 
FOR HISTORY. 

l. TttE Earl of Chatham having as- 
on Tuesday last, in the House of Lords, 
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that Gibraltar was open to an attack from the 
sea, and that, if the enemy were masters of the 
bay, the place could not make any long resist- 
ance, he was answered in the following words 
by tiiat great statesman the Earl of Sandwich : 
“ Supposing the noble lord’s argument to be 
well founded, and supposing Gibraltar to be now 
unluckily taken, still, according to, the noble 
lord’s own doctrine, it would be no great mat- 
ter. For although we are not masters of the 
sea at present, we probably shall be so some- 
time or other, and then, my lords, there will be 
no difficulty in retaking Gib'fkltar.” N.B. This 
earl is a privy counsellor, and appeared to have 
concerted this satisfactory answer with Peg 
Trentham at the fire-side. 

2. Sir Edward Hawke, oil Wednesday last, 
gave the House of Commons a very pompous 
account of the fleet. Being asked why, if our 
navy was so numei’ous and ready for service, 
a squadron was not sent to Gibraltar and the 
West Indies ? his answer was candid ; — “ That 
for his part he did not understand sending 
ships abroad, when, for aught he knew, they 
might be wanted to defend our own coast.” 
— Such is the care taken of our possessions 
abroad! — One great minister tells us they may 
be easily retaken ; — another assures us that they 
cannot be defended. Will that man who sleep- 
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eth never awake, until destruction comes upon 
him! Has he no friend, no servant, to draw his 
curtain, until Troy is actually in flames! 

3. Lord North informed the House of Com- 
mons on Wednesday that, although he wished 
for an honourable accommodation, he thought 
it his duty to tell the house, that he feared war 
K'as too probable:^ that he intended to move for 
a farther augmentation of ten thousand seamen, 
and that, at any rate, he should advise the 
keeping up the naval and military force upon 
the augmented establishment, for that, notwith- 
standing the language held by the French and 
Spanish ministers, there was, all over France 
and Spain, the greatest appearance of hostile 
preparations. 

4. The , riot in the House of Lords has 
shocked the delicacy of Sir Fletcher Norton. 
Upon occasion of some clangour yesterday, he 
called to them with all the softness of a bas- 
soon; pray^ gentlemen^ be orderly ; you are al- 
most as bad as the other house. 

5. On Tuesday last. Lord Camden delivered 
into the House of Lords a paper containing 
three questions, relative to the doctrine laid 
down in Lord Mansfield’s paper, which he de- 
sired^^hat lord would answer, if he could. 
Lipi Mansfield was very angry at being taken 
l^Surprise upon a subject he had never had an 
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opportunity of considering, and that he valued 
the constitutional liberty of the subject too 
much to answer interrogatories. 


LETTER LXXXII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 17 December f 1770* 

As far as assertion goes, no man ar- 
gues better than your correspondent Nerva*. 

* Nerva was a writer in favour of Lord Mansfield upon 
the subject of his conduct in the cause of the king against 
Woodfall for printing Junius’s letter to his Majesty; as 
well as for his posterior proceedings m the House of Peers 
upon the matter of this cause ; in the course of which he 
thought proper, as has been observed already, to summons 
the house specially, in order to afford him an opportunity of 
fully explaining himself upon this point; an opportunity, 
however, of which he was even at last afraid to avail him- 
self. See Vol. I. p. 15, 

The letter of Nerva, above alluded to, was addressed to 
Lord Chatham, and appeared in the Public Advertiser, Dec. 
14, 1770 . The following is a copy. 

For the Public Advertiser. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD CHATHAM. 

MY LORD, 14- December, 1770. 

I SAW on Monday, in a certain great assembly, the 
most striking contrast of character that ever was exhibited 
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If we are contented to take his word for proof, 
Lord Chatham is a- hare-brained, desperate old 

on any public occasion. On the one hand, decency, pro- 
priety, dignity, wisdom and temper; on the other, presump- 
tion, insolence, absurdity, meanness, folly, ignorance and 
rancour. Your lordship sat for one of the pictures, and I 
am sorry to say, it was not for the best. To speak without 
metaphor, what demon, save the demon of malice, could in- 
spire you with an objection to the fair, the equitable informa- 
tion which Lord Mansfield offered to the house ? The pro- 
posal itself, the terms in which it was conceived, would have 
conciliated a barbarian ; but your animosity is worse than a 
barbarian’s, and betrays the principle from which it springs! 
In an unprecedented, extrajudicial, captious and insidious 
manner, you had taken occasion to censure that great man’s 
opinions in the court of justice where he presides. Though 
you endeavour to take him by surprise, that you might 
catch at some unfair advantage from his answer, you were 
badicd and dji^appointed. He answered you with the noble 
simplicity of innocence, and the wisdom that never forsakes 
the mens conscia He fairly stated his opinions, and 

the principles on which they were grounded, and, without 
recrimination, he threw down his glove to you, and to all, 
daring you to convict him of an error, upon fair and legal 
argument. ; . 

He did more;' to prevent that misrepresentation and mis- 
construction ^hich might arise from words spoken, he deli- 
vered to the house the opinion given by him in court in the 
case alluded to in writing; candidly and formally declaring, 
that he meant to ground no ihotion upon it, but merely for 
the information of every member, that those who had not 
steeled their minds against conviction, might be convinced 
how falsely the censure had been made, and that your lord- 
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liellow, and Lord Mansfield the very quintes- 
sence of integrity, wisdom, moderation and 

ship and your party might have a more open ground of ob- 
jection to the doctrine which the writing contained. 

When 1 give this account of Lord Mansfield’s reasons 
for submitting this paper to the house, I do wrong to the 
moderation of liis expressions; but I speak to a man whose 
conscience tells lum, that the distinction between him and 
those who are open to conviction, is but too well founded. 
Be that as it may, one would have thought you could wish 
for nothing more, than that a person whose doctrines you 
arraigned should give them under his hand, and dare you to 
the trial of their truth. Instead of closing with the propo- 
sal, you rose up and objected to the delivery of the paper as 
informal; but it is no new thing with you, after you have 
made a malicious and groundless attack, when you see it 
likely to produce consequences, to shrink back, and shelter 
yourself under some pitiful evasion; catching at form, or 
any other twig, to save you from the effects of your own 
folly and ill-naturei 

But if you had made an end liere, your audienge had 
gone away, convinced only, that yo^ were happy to get out 
of the scrape into which you ^ad brought yourself by your 
unprecedented and unjust attack on j^ord Mansfields But 
as if you were determined that every man who hears you 
should bear witness to your rambling inconsistency and ig- 
norance, you did not make an end here. After having 
affirmed that the paper could not be received, after declaring 
you knew not what was censured in the proceedings of the 
courts of justice, nor against whom in particular that censure 
was directed; after having declared also your ignorance of 
what the paper contained, you entered into a discussion of 
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firmness. I wonder he did not assure us on the 
same foundation, that this worthy judge never 

its contents. You said the paper contained an extrajudicial 
and unprecedented opinion, and that the judgment was not 
warranted by the record, and the two motions on which the 
judgment was to operate. All this you asserted in terms 
unbecoming the place in which you stood, unbecoming the 
person to which they were addressed, and highly improper 
to be used by one who spoke about what he did not under- 
stand. All the world knows that you are ignorant of every 
science. This country severely smarts, and will long se- 
verely smart for your ignorance in politics and finance. 
Your ignorance of the law may not perhaps produce such 
fatal consequences, but it was such on the occasion I speak 
of> that your dependant, the man who has sold himself to 
you soul and body, who trembles at his tyrant^s frown, durst 
not say a word in defence of your position, nor even, by a 
distinction, endeavour to shade the glare of your absurdity. 

I know you are not ashamed of the grossest ignorance 
and absurdity ; but I would ask you one question. When 
the great man. whom you had treated so injuriously, rose up 
to explain, and with the most amiable moderation, and in- 
tuitive perspicuity, pointed out your mistake, and rectified 
your blunder, had you no feelings of remorse for your injus- 
tice towards him ? Did you not see hoxv lox)ely virtue voasy and 
mourn your loss^ Did not, the demon pf faction and malice 
retire dejected from your heart, and leave you in the mo- 
mentary possession at least of better angels? If not, you are 
unhappy indeed ! But I err. Perhaps your familiar whis- 
pered to you, that your opponent’s temper was an argument 
of hk contempt; and to sting you co madness, suggested that 
yetiiii'^brutal violence was unable to ruffle the steady tenor of 
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drank the Pretender’s health upon his knees j 
or that his brother was not secretary to that 


liis soul. 1 own this were a galling reflection to a man of 
your pride ; but pride, like yours, must suffer every indig- 
nity. 

If this was his motive for calmness and moderation, it 
was taking indeed vengeance, but a heroic vengeance. Were 
it your fortune to catch him at a fair advantage (an event 
which can never happen), how differently would you use it! 
With what vehemence would you not press it home ! How 
would you exaggerate a molehill to a mountain, and call 
heaven and earth to witness, that the nation was ruined, and 
our liberties at an end! But all men are not born to be he- 
roes, nor all men candid, just, or wise. You, my lord, 
have imposed long enough on the world; your faculties have 
been greatly misjudged; your organs hdve been mistaken for 
talents, your facility and versatility for parts, your boldness 
{I could give it a harsher name) for knowledge, and your 
precipitation for dispatch. You are a memorable exception 
to the general rule of humanity, for years and exercise have 
not endowed you with ^experience or wisdom, and you pos- 
sess, together with the cold heart of age, the hot brain of 
rash and intemperate youth. Already hath yoiir furious pro- 
digality brought this nation to the brink of ruin. Do not per- 
sist in your impious intention to accomplish what you have 
already well nigh performed. Retire from the stage, and 
try in retirement to repent of the evils you have brought on 
your country. If your proud heart cannot brook the idea of 
sincere repentance, let the repeated defeats which you have 
lately suffered in the prosecution of your outrageous designs, 
teach you to assume a virtue though you have it not. — By 
that appearance of contrition, and by that only, you may 
soften the odium which must attend you to the grave, and 

• j 
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most catholic prince; or that Peg Trentham’s 
father had not his left foot in the stirrup in the 
year 1715, to go off to what he thought the 
best side of the question : all this too I suppose 
we shall be told is mere fiction, mere inference 
of law, and the suggestion of the devil; but 
setting aside ornament, let us look a little to 
matters of fact. 

For what reason Lord Mansfield laid his 
paper upon the table, he best knows. He gave 
none to the House of Lords, except that he 
thought calling them together w^as the most 
compendious way of informing them where 
each lord might) if he pleased, procure a copy 
of his charge to the jury in WoodfalPs cause. 
This was the whole, for he made no motion 
whatsoever, nor did he pretend to say that, in 
their corporate capacity as a House of Peers, 
they could take the least notice of the paper. 
Now, Sir, it remains with Lord Mansfield to 
give us an example, if he can, of any respect- 
able peer having ever moved for a call of the 
house for so trifling, so nugatory, so ridiculous 
a purpose. I think it strongly deserves these 
epithets, and after, much consideration I can find 
but one possible way of reconciling the fact 

alleviate the load of indignation which posterity will lay on 
your memory. 


EDIT. 


NERVA. 
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with tlie cunning understanding of the man. 
^Vhen he summoned the house he never meant 
to do what he afterwards did; some qualm, 
some terror intervened, and forced him hastily 
to alter his design, and to substitute a silly, ab- 
surd measure in the place of a dangerous one. 
As for his having dared Lord Chatham to a 
trial of his doctrines, I should be glad to know 
by whom the combat was refused. Lord Chat- 
ham attacked him directly upon the spot, and 
on the very next day it is known to the whole 
world, that the great Lord Camden addressed 
him in the following words : “ I consider the 
paper delivered in by the noble lord upon the 
woolsack as a challenge directe^'pcrsonally to 
me, and I accept of it; — he has thrown down 
the glove, and I take it up. In direct contra- 
diction to him, I maintain that his doctrine is 
not the law of England. I am ready to entei’ 
into the debate Whenever the noble lord will 
fix a day for it. I desire, and insist, that it 
may be an early one.” — The devil’s in it if this 
be declining the trial : but what was the conse- 
quence? Lord Mansfield, after an hour’s shuf- 
fling and evasion, finding himself pushed to the 
last extremity, cried out in an agony of torture 
and despair, Noj I xcill notjix a day — / 'will not 
pledge myself. 

As to Lord Chathano’s declaration concern- 
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ing the irregular production of Lord Mansfield’s 
opinion in the court of King’s Bench, I am 
sorry to say that your correspondent Nerva 
neither knows the fact, nor understands the 
argument. He talks of a judgment in a cause 
where no judgment was ever given. Leaving 
therefore this poor man to his own unhappy 
reveries, let me state briefly to the public what 
was the fact, and what was the irregularity of 
the proceeding upon it. 

The verdict given at Nisi Prius in the king 
and Woodfall was,^wi% of printing and publish^ 
ing only"^. A motion in arrest of judgment was 
made by the defendant's counsel, grounded 
upon the ambiguity of the verdict. At the 
same time a motion was made by the counsel 
for the crown, for a rule upon the defendant to 
shew cause why the verdict should not be en- 
tered up according to the legal import of the 
words. On both motions a rble to shew cause 
was granted, and soon after the matter was ar- 
gued before the court of King’s Bench. Lord 
Mansfield, when he delivered the opinion of the 
court upon the verdict, we’^ t regularly througli 

• The whole of this paragraph is taken from a speech of 
Lord Chatham, as quoted by Junius in his preface, Vol. I. 
p. 28. See also in relation to the same, Lord Mansfield’s 
charge to the jury, on the trial here alluded to, in the edi- 
tor's note, ibid. p. l6. edit. 
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the wliole of the proceedings at Nisi Prius^ as 
well the evidence that had been given, as his 
own charge to the jury. This proceeding would 
have been very proper had a motion been made 
of either side for a new trial, because either a 
verdict given contrary to evidence, or an im- 
proper charge by the judge at Nisi Prius, is 
held to be a sufficient ground for granting a 
new trial; but when a motion is made in arrest 
of judgment, or for establishing the verdict, by 
entering it up according to the legal import of 
the words, it must be on the ground of some- 
thing appearing on the record; and the court, in 
considering whether the verdict shall be esta- 
blished or not, are so confined t6 the record, 
that they cannot take notice of any thing that 
does not appear on the face of it ; to make use 
of the legal phrase, they cannot travel out of the 
record. Lord Mansfield did travel out of the 
record. I affirm therefore with Lord Chatham, 
that his conduct was irregular., extrajudicial, 
and unprecedented; and I am sure there is pot 
a lawyer in England that will contradict me. 
His real motive for doing what he knew to be 
wrong, was, that he might have an opportunity 
of telling the public extrajudicially, that the 
other three judges agreed with him in the doc- 
trine laid down in his charge. 

When you hav'C read -this paper, I am sure 
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you will join with me in opinion, that to sup- 
port an uniform system of f^sehood requires 
greater parts than even those of Lord Mans- 
field. 

PHALARIS. 


LETTER LXXXIIT 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISFR. 

24* December, 1770. 

SIR, 

Without attempting to account for 
all political cha,nges, which have happened 
since his Majesty’s auspicious accession to the 
throne, it requires but little sagacity to observe 
that the general principle, from which they have 
arisen, is uniform and consistent with itself. A 
prince of the House of Brunswick searches for 
the consolation and endearments of private 
sociality and friendship in tke loyal hearts of 
jacobites, tories, and Scotchmen: — a devout 
prince, whose sincere, unaffected piety would 
have done honour even to Charles the First, in- 
trusts the public government of his affairs to 
Grafton, North, Halifax and Sandwich. The 
first choice naturally led to the second. The 
private convivial hours of Jonathan Wild were 
happily unbent in the company of .the lower 
adepts in pilfering and petty larceny. In pub- 
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lie, he resumed tys state, and never appeared 
without an atten<»nt knot of highwaymen and 
assassins. ' 

I congratulate this country upon the returri 
of the Earl of Sandwich to a station, in which 
he lias heretofore given complete satisfaction to 
his royal master*. It is the more pleasing, 
because it was unexpected. A gracious and a 
truly religious prince had often declared that 
this was the only man in his dominions, whom 
he never would suffer to enter the cabinet. He 
was tender of Ae morals of his ministers, and 
the Bedfords had delicacy Enough to acquiesce 
in the truth of the objection. I feel for his 
Majesty’s distress. To what'a me^ncholy con- 
dition must he be reduced, when he is forced 
to apply to the Earl of Sandwich as the last re- 
source, the only prop remaining to stdp the fall 
of government? Lord Weymouth, it seems, re- 
tires pferfectly satisfied, and. determined to sup- 
port men and measures as vigorously, as if he 
had continued in employment. Good humoured 
creature ! What a pity it is$;‘^h»t he cannot 
submit to the drudgery of receiving seven thou- 
sand pounds a year ! The king presses him to 

* The office of foreign ||^'nister, vacant by the removal 
of the fiarl of Rochford to the home department, and which* 
before its occupation by the latter, had been held for two. 
or three years by Lord Viscount Weymouth, edit. 
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accept of some other post, where there is neither 
labour nor responsibility; — any thing, in short, 
provided he will not fling the public mortifica- 
tion upon his royal master, of -quitting his ser- 
. vice, at so critical a conjuncture. — Still he re- 
sists; — still he refuses; but though he quits all 
connexion with ministers and their practices, it 
is impossible to interrupt his complacency and 
good-humour.— By this nobleman’s retreat, the 
nation has made some capital acquisitions. To 
say nothing of my Lord Sandwich, What do you 
think of the amiable Mr. Batfiber Gascoyne, 
and that well educated, genteel young broker, 
Mr. Chamier*? .The first is to thunder in the 
senate: — the second, in quality of secretary, is 
to direct the most secret and important manou- 
vres of goveimment. — Well done, my Lord 
Sandwich! — Your company. I’ll be sworn, will 
be no reproach to you. But was there no em- 
ployment to be found for Tommy Bradshaw’s 
sisterf, as well as his bi'other*in-law ? She too 
understands the disposal of places; — at least 

* Chamier was afterwards pointed chief secretary to 
Lord Barrington, through the interest of Mr. Bradshaw and 
his master the Duke of Graflon, at that time again in admi* 
nistratioDj^^as lord privy seal, ^ee Private Letters, No. bQ. 

EDIT. 

f See Miscellaneous Letters, Nos. lxtci. and lxxiv. 


EDIT. 
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Ills fraternal affection has given her the credit 
of it. — 

Give me leave, Mr. Woodfall, to ask you a 
serious question. How long do you think it 
possible for this management to last? How long 
is this great country to be governed by a boot 
and a petticoat? — by the infamous tools of a 
Scotch exile, and her royal highness the Prin- 
cess Dowager of Wales? — by North, Ellis, Bar- 
rington, Jenkinson, Hillsborough, Jerry Dyson, 
and Sandwich? I will answer you with preci- 
sion. It will last, until there is a general in- 
surrection of the English nation, or until the 
House of Bourbon have collected their strength 
and strike you to the heart. 

DOMITIAN. 

P. S. Tell the Duke of Grafton, that, if 
he should dare to entertain the most distant 
thought of the admiralty, the whole affair of 
nine's patent shall be revived and published,* 
with an accumulation of evidence. He at least 
sliall be kept under. His Ciceronian eloquence 
shall not save him. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

For the Public Advertiser. 

20 December) 1770. 

A CARD. 

pHALAiirs presents his compliments to 

Sir , is preparing for the press a faith- 

lul account of Mr. Justice’s amours with the 
Lady Williams; and as he wishes not to give a 
plain narrative too much the air of a romance, 
would be very glad to be furnished with any 
material facts, which Mr. Justice may think 
proper to have inserted: but in order not to 
give Mr. Justice any unnecessary trouble, Pha- 
laris thinks it proper to apprise him of those 
circumstances, in which he (Phalaris)^ is al- 
ready particularly instructed, viz. How Mr. 
.Justice was distressed for" want of practice; 
how he was impatient at trying a long cause in 
a hot day at Hereford ; how he made a decla- 
ration at a public dinner, confirmed by execra- 
tions, that he would marry the devil with money, 
leather than practise the law without it; how he 
was ^itrodnced to Lady Williams; how, upon 
suffici^ deliberation, he* preferred her ladyship 
to the devil; how he explained his tender pas- 
sion; how, with a gallant impatience, he has- 



LETTERS OF JUNIUS. 


309 


tened the marriage ceremony before he saw the 
writings of her estate; how he stepped into a 
hackney coach, one fine morning, in a suit of 
white cloth lined with green vel\^t; how he 
had a levee of visitors at his gate' the day after 
his auspicious nuptials; how Lady Williams 
complained next morning; how she retired to 
her country seat near Hereford; how Mr. Jus- 
tice pursued, her in company with a certain 
strong lady with a strait waistcoat; how both 
j)artics, with great cordiality, signed articles of 
separation; and how Mr. Justice retired to Ire- 
land, without taking leave of his friends. 

Phalarh hopes Mr. Justice will have no oh- 
jectiou to the following motto: 

Felices ier^ cl ampUuSy 
Qiios irrupt a tenet Copula » 




LETTER LXXXV. 

For the Public Advertiser, 

INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY. 

9 January y 1771. 

Sir Edward Hawke resigned thijs morn- 
ing. The Earl of Sandwich is to succeed to 
the admiralty. — His Majesty, who judges of 
men by their moral characters, has discovered 
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at last that this nobleman is as well qualified for 
one post as another. His religion would do 
honour to a mitre. If he were Archbishop of 
Canterburjf, the Princess Dowager of Wales 
could not do' better than m?ike him her father 
confessor. In the primitive spirit of Christian- 
ity, they might confess to one another. Who is 
to be secretary of state is not yet known; for 
we all agree that Lord Suffolk* has too much 
sense and spirit to prostitute his virgin charac- 
ter in such a ******* as St. James’s. — When a 
beautiful woman yields to temptation, let her 
consult her pride, though she forgets her virtue. 
— To be corrupted by such a maquereau as 
Whately w'ould turn the appetite of Moll Flan- 
ders. This poor man, with the talents of an 
attorney, sets up for an ambassador, and with 
the agility of Colonel Bodens undertakes to be 
a courier. Indeed, Tom!<you have betrayed 
yourself too soon. — Mr. Grenville, your friend, 
your patron, your benefactor, who raised you 
from a depth, (compared to which even Brad- 
shaw’s family stands on an eminence), was 
hardly cold in his grave, when you solicited the 
office of go-between to Lord North. You could 
no^gjlk^y eyes, be more contemptible, though 
you were convicted (as I dare say you might 


* See Miscellaneous Letters, No. xcvi. and xevti. 
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be), of having constantly betrayed him in his 
lifetime. — Since I know your employment, be 
assured I shall watch you attentively. Every 
journey you undertake, every message you 
carry, shall be immediately laid before the pub- 
lic. The event of your ingenious management 
will be this, — that Lord North finding you can- 
not serve, him, will give you nothing. From 
the other party, you have just as much detesta- 
tion to expect as can be united with the pro- 
foundest contempt. Tom Wliately, take care 
of yourself*! 


LETTER LXXXVI. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 11 January, 1771. 

Your correspondent W. is equally 
unfortunate in hisf attack upon Junius and his 
defence of Lord Mansfield. Junius does not 
enter into the particular merits of the Grosve- 
nor cause, but strikes at the general doctrine 
delivered by the judge in his charge to the 
jury; — viz. tliaty in a jn'osecution for criminal 
conversationy the Jury y ivhen they assess the da- 
mageSy are not to regard the quality and fortune 

• Mr. Whately had been private secretary to Mr. G, 
Grenville, edit. 
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of the parties^ but are to consider the question ab- 
stractedly as a question bet'ween A. and B. If 
this doctrine be true in one instance, it will be 
applicable to every case of criminal conversa- 
tion ; and the consequences of it will be, that a 
nobleman with ten thousand a year shall pay 
no greater damages than a peasant, who labours 
for a shilling a day; or, vice versa, that the se- 
duction of a duchess and of a milliner stand 
upon the same footing, in regard to the com- 
pensation due to the injured husband. — In a 
moral view, I confess, the crime is the same. 
The punishment annexed to it, though not 
matter pf positive law, cannot be regulated by 
the rules of morality. It must depend on cus- 
tom, reputation, and the circumstances of the 
case. The equity of the verdict must be mea- 
sured by the distinctions of rank and fortune, 
admitted and established in society, since it is 
evident that the penalty or satisfaction sufficient 
for one man, might hardly be felt by another. 
It is the general doctrine of Lord Mansfield, 
which Junius very truly calls false and absurd; 
and I know that it was received in Westmin- 
ster-hall with universal shame and astonishment. 

As to the idea of Lord Mansfield’s inclining 
to favouis; Lord Grosvenor, it is so preposter- 
ously false and ridiculous, that it would be 
entirely undeserving of notice, but for one 
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consideration; viz. — that, if it were true, it 
stabs the chief jtistice to the heart. — Lord 
Mansfield is charged with gross and infamous 
partiality to the defendant ; — the defence made 
for him is, that he was grossly and infamously 
partial to the plaintiff.— Let his friends take 
their choice. Every honest man will equally 
despise and detest such a judge, which ever way 
his hi^d passions incline him. 

As to the merits of the Grosvenor cause, 
they are of no consequence in the present ques- 
tion. If it be necessary, however, I am ready 
to maintain that the verdict was supported by 
the evidence, and the damages very moderate. 
If not, M’hy did not Mansfield order a new 
trial? When time, and place, and circumstance 
are proved, there remains but one possible pica 
for the Duke of Cumberland; and that, by the 
by, is rather a whimsical one, applied to a boy 
of one and twenty. Yet, for aught I know, it 
may be very true, that with all his attention to 
the dear little hair, he was incapable of taking 
the fairest opportunity by the forelock. 

ANTI-W. 
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LE'ITER LXXXVII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 17 Jan. 1771. 

If Sir Edward Hawke had followed 
the advice and example of his friends he W'ould 
not have been reduced to the dishonourable ne- 
cessity of quitting the direction of the English 
navy, at the very moment it is going to be em- 
ployed against the foreign enemies of England. 
To be left in employment after Chatham, Granby, 
and Camden had retired; — to continue in it 
in company with Grafton, North, Gower, and 
Hillsborough ; — and at last to be succeeded 
by Lord Sandwich, are circumstances too dis- 
graceful to admit of aggravation. It is natural 
to sympathise in the distresses of a brave man, 
and to lament that a noble estate of reputation 
should be squandered away in debts of disho- 
nour contracted with sharpers. 

His Majesty, God bless him ! has now got 
rid of every man whose formgr services or pre- 
sent scruples could be supposed to give otfence 
to her royal highness the Princess dowager of 
Wales.. The security of our civil and religious 
liberties cannot be moVe happily provided for 
than while Lord Mansfield pronounces the law, 
and Lord Sandwich represents the religion of 
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St. James’s. Such law and such religion are 
too closely united to suffer even a momentary 
intervention of common honesty between them. 
Her royal highness’s scheme of government, 
formed long before her husband’s death, is now 
accomplished. She has succeeded in disuniting 
every party, and dissolving every connexion ; 
and, by the mere influence of the crown, has 
formed an. administration, sucli as it is, out of 
the refuse of them all. There are two leading 
principles in the politics of St. James’s, which 
will account for almost every measure of go- 
vernment since the king’s accession. The first 
is, that the prerogative is sufficient to make 
a lackey a prime minister, and to maintain him 
in that post, without any regard to the welfare 
or to the opinion of the pcopfe. — The second 
is, that none but persons, insignificant in tliem- 
sclves, or of fainted reputation, should be 
brought into employment. Men of greater con- 
sequence and abilities will have opinions of 
their own, and will not submit to the meddling, 
unnatural ambition of a mother, who grasps at 
unlimited power, at the hazard of her son’s 
destruction. They will not suffer measures of 
public utility, which have been resolved upon 
in council, to be checked and controuled by 
a secret influence in the closet. Such men 
consequently will never be called upon but in 
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cases of extreme necessity. When that ceases, 
they find their places no longer tenable. To 
answer the purposes of an ambitious woman, an 
administration must be formed of more pliant 
inaterhds, — of men, who, having no connexion 
with each other, no personal interest, no weight 
or consideration with the people, may sepa- 
rately depend upon the smiles of the crown 
alone for their advancement to high offices, 
and for their continuance there. If such men 
resist the princess dowager’s pleasure, his ma- 
jesty knows that he may dismiss them without 
risking any thing from their resentment. His 
wisdom suggests to him that, if he were to 
choose his ministers for any of those qualities 
which might entitle them to public esteem, the 
nation might take part with them, and resent 
their dismission. As it is, whenever he changes 
his servants he is sure to ha\;e the people, in 
that instance, of his side. 

I love and respect our gracious sovereign 
too much to suppose it possible that he should 
be any thing more than passive in forming and 
supporting such a system of government ; and 
even this acquiescence of the best of princes 
I am ready to attribute to a most amiable qua- 
lity implanted in him by nature and carefully 
cultivated by art, — unlimited duty and obedi- 
ence to his dear mother.— Few nations are in 
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the predicament that we are, to have nothing to 
complain of but the filial virtues of our sove- 
reig. — Charles the First had the same implicit 
attachment to his spouse ; — but his worthy pa- 
rent was in her grave. It were to be wished 
that the parallel held good in all the, circum- 
stances. ♦ 

In respect to her royal highness, I shall de- 
liver my sentiments without any false tender- 
ness or reserve. I consider her not only as 
the original creating cause of the shameful and 
deplorable condition of this country, but as a 
being, whose operation is uniform and perma- 
nep,t j— who watches, witli a kind of providen- 
tial malignity, over the work of her hands to cor- 
rect, improve, and preserve it. If the strongest 
appearances may be relied on, this lady has 
now brought her schemes to perfection. Every 
office in government is filled with men who 
are known to fte her creatures, or by mere 
cyphers incapable of resistance. Is it conceiv- 
able that_ any thing, less than a determined 
plan of drawing the whole power of the crown 
into her own hands, could have collected such 
an administration as the present ? — Who is Lord 
North ?— -The son of a poor unknown earl ; — 
who four years ago was a needy commissioner 
of the treasury for the benefit of a subsistance, 
and who would have accepted a commission of 
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hackney coaches upon the same terms. The 
politics of Carlton>house — Finances picked up 
in Mr. Grenville’s an ti-cli amber, and the elo- 
cution of a Demosthenes endeavouring< to speak 
plain with pebbles in his mouth, form the stuff- 
ing ofi|hat figure, that calls itself minister, 
that does homage to the princessidowager, and 
says, Madarriy I am your man. 

The stage was deprived of a promising actor 
when poor Lord Hillsborough gave his mind to 
politics. Yet his theatrical talents have been 
of use to his fortune. The princess dowager 
saw what part this man was capable of acting; 
and with regard to himself it signified ^ut 
little whether he represented Prince Volscius at 
Drury-lane, or secretary of state at St. James’s. 

It is not pretended that Lord Rochford’s 
abilities are of the explicit kind. Yet from 
a charge d'e^aires at Turin, the all-powerful 
guiding hand has raised him to be secretary of 
state. The princess dowager knows, better 
than we do, what positive good qualities this 
nobleman possesses. The public only knows 
that he is a mute in the House of Lords, and 
that he is destitute of fortune, interest, and 
connexions. To do him justice, he has all the 


negative qualifications that constitute merit at 
Qatf^-house. 


The character of third secretary is not yet 
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disposed of. Public suspicion gives Lord Hills- 
borough a formidable rival. At the opening 
of the theatre young Suffolk is to be produced. 
Prince Prettyman can cant very near as well as 
Prince Volscius. Such a pair of actors make 
tragedy ridiculous. Our enemies at ^^t will 
laugh at the oatastrophe. But this young man 
shall be left for abler hands. It requires no 
vulgar pen to do justice to such a strain of 
monstrous prostitution. 

Why is that wretched creature Lord Towns- 
hend maintained in Ireland ? Is it not univer- 
sally known that the ignorance, presumption, 
and, incapacity of that man have ruined tlie 
king’s affairs in Ireland ? — that he has, in a 
great measure, destroyed the political depend- 
ance of that country upon Great Britain? — 
But he too is an unconnected being, without 
any hope of support but in the protection of 
Lord Bute and the princess dowager. 

Why is not a commander-in-chief appointed? 
Because there is an insignificant secretary at 
war, who has no chance of continuing in the 
receipt of £2500 a year, but by making him- 
self the instrument through which the princess 
dowager disposes of every valuable commission 
in the army. 

Wliy have we not a master-general of the 
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ordnance ? Because the gentle Conway knows 
how to be. as pliant as Lor^J Barrington. 

Why is there no chandellor ? Partly be- 
cause there is a convenience in bribing four of 
the judges with the emoluments of that ofBce, 
and partly because no man of credit inHhe pro- 
fession will submit to act with the present in- 
famous administration. 

What merit has Lord Halifax ? — The issue 
of general warrants; — ^the opposition of his 
privilege for years together to the laws of his 
country ; — prostitution in private life, and po- 
verty in the extreme. 

AVhy is the king so fond of having Lord 
Bristol about his person? If the duties of the 
noble lord’s office had a closer connexion with 
the title of it, as usually pronounced, I should 
understand his Majesty, and admire his atten- 
tion in paying so delicate a compliment to his 
lordship’s amours. The last ‘question I would 
ask is, by what kind of service or ability the 
Earl of Sandwich is dikinguished ? Prostitu- 
tion and poverty may be found in other sub- 
jects, and appearances saved by a decent form- 
ality of behaviour. The choice and prefer- 
ence of the most profligate character in the 
kingdom may suit welji enough with the sub- 
stanjljal purposes , of Carlton-house, but how 
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does it consist with the hypocritical decorum 
of St. James’s ? What opinion are we to enter- 
tain of the piety, chastity, and integi ity of the 
best of princes, wlicn, in the face of England 
and of all Europe, he takes such a man as 
Sandwich to his bosom ! — Let lis hear ho more 
of the piety of St. James’s. — To talk of morals 
or devotion in such company is a scandalous 
insult to common sense, and a ^till more scan- 
dalous mockery of religion. 

The Princess Dowager having now carried 
her plan of administration into effect, it is not 
to be wondered that she should be very unwill- 
ing to expose herself and her schemes to the 
uncertain events of a foreign war. She knows 
that a disaster abroad would not only defeat 
the cunning plan of female avarice and ambi- 
tion, but that it might reach farther. — The 
mothers of our kings have heretofore been im- 
peached; and if the precedents are not so 
complete as they should be, they require and 
will admit of improvement. 

T o maintain this lady in her present state 
of power and security, there is no insult, no 
indignity, to which the king of Britain must not 
submit, — no condition, however humiliating, 
which the king and the nation must not accept 
of without resentment. — At this point however 
her cunning forsakes her. Both she and her 

VOL. III. Y 
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ministers deceive themselves grossly if they 
imagine that any concessions can secure peace 
with an enetny determined upon war. — She 
may disgrace the English nation. She may dis- 
honour her soui and persuade him to forfeit 
his right to precedence among the sovereigns 
of Europe. The man who receives a blow, 
and does not return it (whether he be a king 
or a private person) from that moment stands 
degraded from his natural rank and condition. 
If he be a young man, his infamy is immortal. 
— Yet I am ready to confess that where two 
nations upon the whole are peaceably disposed, 
there is a degree of slight, and ill humour, 
and even of injury, which, for the sake of 
peace, may and ought to be dissembled : but 
a direct, positive, intended insult must always 
be resented. To flatter ourselves that the mo- 
deration of the Spaniards will be proportioned 
to our forbearance, or that, because we have 
submitted, tamely to one affront, they will there- 
fore avoid offering us a second, would be argu- 
ing in contradiction to all reason and experi- 
ence. If Falkland Island had never existed, 
the rancour of the Spaniards would not have 
failed to discover itself in some other mode of 
hostility. Their whole history, since the ac- 
Ciasion of I^ilip the Vth, is a continued proof 
of a rooted antipathy to the name of English- 
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%an ; and I am justified, by a series of indis* 
putable facts, in affirming that from the treaty 
of Utrecht to this hour, there has never been 
a single instance of common justice or decency,- 
much less of cordiality or friendship in the con- 
duct of the court of Madrid towards this coun- 
try. Lord Sandwich declared a month ago, 
in full parliament, that Gibraltar was a place 
of no consequence, and immediately afterwards 
the Princess Dowager makes him secretary of 
state. Whoever compares the sale of Dunkirk 
with this nobleman’s character, must be very 
much of a sceptic, if he entertains any doubt 
about the fate of Gibraltar. But neither this 
sacrifice, nor even that of Jamaica, .would be 
sufficient to produce a solid, permanent union 
with Spain. They may despise us more, but 
they will never hate us less. 

By the Princess Dowager’s management, in- 
stead of avoiding a war we make it certain. A 
little spirit at first might perhaps have intimi- 
dated the Spaniards. Our notorious weakness 
and shameful submission have only served to 
encourage and confirm them in their resolu- 
tion. In point of honour, we have let the 
proper moment of resentment pass away. The 
royal and national honour is so irretrievably 
stained, that it cannot now be recovered by 
the most vigorous measures of revenge. — From 

y 9 
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her royal highness's government in time dP 
peace, we may well conclii^e in what manner 
she will* conduct a war. Gifted as she is, she 
. could hardly fail of success, if the quarrels oi' 
nations. bore any resemblance to domestic feuds, 
or could be conducted upon the same princi- 
ples. The genius of Queen Elizabeth united 
the nation, collected the strength of the people, 
and carried it forward to resistance and vic- 
tory. When the daemon of discord sits at the 
helm, what- have we to expect but distraction 
and civil war' at home, disgrace and infamy 
abroad ! 

DOMITIAN. 


LETTER LXXXVIIl. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

Sin, ' • ISFeA. 1771. 

I READ with astonishment, and no 
small indignation, a letter which is at last got 
into your paper, I mean that from Lord Wey- 
/mouth to Mr. Harris *. . The copy which you 

* Tljis letter refers to the much agitated dispute con- 
cerning the Malouine, or Falkland's Islands, which, without 
any formal recognition, had, ^br many years after their first 
ob^^i^^tion by Captain Byron in 1765, been quietly suffered 
l^^Spain to remain in the hands of his Britannic Majesty, 
who had erected a small fort on the coast of the chief of 
‘ them 
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«l)ave procured I know to be authentic, having 
read it amongst t^e papers laid by adminstra- 

them named Port Egraont. In June, however, with- 

out any complaint or notice on the part of the ^anish go- 
vernment to the court of St. James's, a forcible debarkation 
w^ effected on the coast of Port Egmont by a Spanish 
armament from Port Solidad in Buenos Ayires, the whole 
mass of islands was claimed by the commander of the expe- 
dition in the name of his most Catholic Majesty, whose right 
was formerly asserted to the whole Magellanic region ; the 
small body of English troops stationed at Port Egmont was 
compelled to submit, and turned adrift from the island in 
two English frigates, which chanced to be in the harbour, 
to make the best of their voyage home, and relate the his- 
tory of this extraordinary adventure. 

The English ministry heard the account with indigna- 
tion ; and the letter from Lord Weymouth to Mr. Harris, 
the resident minister at the court of Madrid, referred to 
above, was the result. The court of Madrid had offered a 
convention or conditional restoration, and his lordship’s 
letter purports to be a reply to such offer ; it was dated 
17 Oct. 1770, and following is the most important pas- 
sage contained in it. 

“ His Majesty cannot accept, under a convention, that 
satisfaction to which he has so just a title without entering 
into any engagements to procure it. The idea of his Ma- 
jesty's becoming a contracting party upon tin's occasion is 
intirely foreign to the case ; for, having received an injury 
and demanded the most modpate reparation of that injury 
his honour will permit him to accept, that reparation loses 
its value, if it is to be conditional, and to be obtained by 
any stipulation whatsoever on the part of his Majesty.*’ 

Yet in direct violation of this demand of an unconditional 

restoration 
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tion before both houses. It is the most com- « 
plete and unanswerable condemnation of. the 

restoration and acknowledged sovereignty, the following de- 
claration and acceptance were mutually acceded to at the 
Spanish court on Jan. 22, 17/1* 

Translation of the Declaration signed and delivered by 
Prince de Maserano, Ambassador Extraordinary 
from his Catholic Majesty, dated the 22d day of 
January, 1771. 

His Britannic Majesty having complained of the violence 
which was committed on the 10th of June, 1770, at the 
island commonly called the Great Malouine, and by the 
English Falkland’s Island, in obliging by force the com- 
mander and subjects of his Britannic Majesty to evacuate 
the port by them called Egmont ; a step offensive to the ho- 
nour of his crown -the Prince de Maserano, ambassador 
extraordinary of his Catholic Majesty, has received orders 
to declare, and declares, that his Catholic Majesty, consi- 
dering the desire with which he is animated for peace, and 
for the maintenance of good harmony with his Britannic 
Majesty, and reflecting that this evdnt might interrupt it, 
has seen with displeasure this expedition tending to disturb 
it ; and in the persuasion in which he is of the reciprocity 
of sentiments of his Britannic Majesty, and of its being far 
from his intention to authorize any thing that might disturb 
the good understanding between the two courts; his Ca- 
tholic Majesty does disavow the said violent enterprize 
and in consequence the Prince de Maserano declares, that 
his Catholic Majesty engages, to g|ye immediate orders that 
things ihidl be restored in the Gyeat Malouine, at the port 
called'''Egmont, precisely to the state in which they were 
before the loth of June, i770 ; for which purpose his Ca- 
tholic 
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infamous convention with Spain that the mind 
of man can suggest. The whole culprit mi- 

tholic Majesty will give orders to one of his officers to deliver 
up to the officer authorized by his Britannic Majesty, the 
port and fort called Egmont, with all the artillairy, stores, 
and effects of his Britannic Majesty and his subjects, which 
were at that place the day above-named ; agreeable to the 
inventory which has been made of them. 

^ The Prince de Maserano declares, at the same time, in 
the name of the king his master, that the engagement of 
his said Catholic Majesty, to restore to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty the possession of the fort and port called Egmont, 
cannot, nor ought, any wise to affect the question of the 
prior right of sovereignty of the Malouine Islands, other- 
wise called Falkland’s Islands. In witness whereof, I, the 
underwritten ambassador extraordinary, have signed the 
present declaration with my usual signature, and caused it 
to be sealed with our arms. London, the twenty-second 
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
one. 

(L. S.) (Signed) le prince de maserano, 

I 

Translation of the Earl of Rochford’s Acceptance, 
dated the 22d Day of January, I77L Prince 

dc Maserano’s Declaration of the same Date. 

His Catholic Majesty having authorized the Prince of 
Maserano, his ambassador extraordinary, to offer in his 
Majesty’s name to the king of Great Britain a satisfaction 
for the injury done to his Britannic Majesty by dispossess- 
ing him of the port and fort of Port Egmont ; and the said 
ambassador having this day signed a declaration, which he 
has just delivered to me, expressing therein that his Ca- 
tholic Majesty being desirous to restore the good harmony 

and 
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nistry, together with the king, plead guilty by 
their ‘own unanimous voice. No secretary of 

and friendship which before subsisted between the two 
crowns, does disavow the expedition against Port Egmont, 
in which force has been used against his Britannic Majesty’s 
possessions, commander, and subjects; and does also engage 
that all things shall be immediately restored to the precise 
situation in which they stood before the 10 th of June, 177O. 
And that his Catholic Majesty shall give orders in consQr 
quence to one of his officers to deliver up to the officer au- 
thorized by his Britannic Majesty, the port and fort of Port 
Egmont, as also all his Britannic Majesty’s artillery, stores, 
and effiects, as well as those of his subjects, according to the 
inventory which has been made of them. — And the said 
ambassador having moreover engaged, in his Catholic Ma- 
jesty’s name, that what is contained in the said declaration, 
shall be carried into effect by his said Catholic Majesty ; 
and that duplicates of his Catholic Majesty’s orders to his 
officers shall be delivered into the hands of one of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s principal secretaries of state within six 
weeks. His said Britannic Majesty, in order to shew the 
same friendly dispositions on his party has authorized me to 
declare, that he will look upon the said declaration of Prince 
de Maserano, together with the full performance of the said 
engagement, on the part of his Catholic Majesty, as a satis- 
faction for the injury done to the crown of Great Britain. 
In witness whereof, I, underwriJ^en, one of his Britannic 
Majesty's principal secretaries of state, have signed these 
presents with my usual signature, and caused them to be 
sealed with our arms. London, the 22 d day of January, 
i;7i. 

(LV'S.) (Signed) RocHFORD. 

Thes 
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state ever did or would write a letter of this 
sort upon so delicate a matter, without first lay- 


These papers, together with the above letter of Lord 
Weymouth, were laid by Lord North before the House of 
Commons, Jan. 25, 1771 ; on Feb. 4. the two following 
queries were moved by Lord Chatham for the opinion of the 
judges. 

1 . 

Whether, in consideration of law, the imperial crown of 
this realm can hold any territories or possessions thereunto 
belonging, otherwise than in sovereignty ? 

2 . 

Whether the declaration, or instrument for restitution 
of the port or fort called Eginont, to be made by the Ca- 
tholic King to his Majesty, under a reservation of a disputed 
right of sovereignty expressed in the very declaration or in^ 
strument stipulating such restitution^ can be accepted or car- 
ried into execution without derogating from the maxim of 
law before referred to, touching the inherent and essential 
dignity of the croton of Great Britain ? 

“ The above queries were not referred to the judges, 
because Lord Mansfield said, that the answer to 
them was self-evident,— that they answered them- 
selves; — by which his lordship was understood to 
mean that both queries clearly answered them- 
selves in the negative.'* 

On the 13 th of February an address of thanks for the 
communication was voted in both houses of parliament; 
that in the commons, after a very long debate, was carried 
by a considerable majority, the numbers being for the ad- 
dress 271, against 157, who voted for the amendment. 


The 
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ing it before his Majesty’s most confidential ser- 
vants, and taking the kmg’s express orders upon 


The address of the lords was much fuller of approbation 
than that of the commons, and was, notwithi^tanding, carried 
through with a much greater proportional majority ; it was, 
However, productive of the following nervous and argumen- 
tative protest, signed by not less than nineteen peers. 

DISSENTIENT. 

1. Because it is highly unsuitable to the wisdom and 
gravity of this house, and to the respect which we owe to 
his Majesty and ourselves, to carry up to the throne an ad- 
dress approving the acceptance of an imperfect instrument, 
which has neither been previously authorized by any special 
Jull poiuers produced by the Spanish minister, nor been as 

yet ratified by the King of Spain. If the ratification on the 
part of Spain should be refused, the address of this house 
will appear no better than an act of precipitate adulation to 
ministers; which will justly expose the peerage of the king- 
dom to the indignation of their country, and to the derision 
of all Europe. 

2. Because it is a direct insult on ^e feelings and under- 
standing of the people of Great Britain, to approve this de- 
claration and acceptance, as a means of securing our own 
and the general tranquillity, whilst the greatest preparations 
for war are making, both by sea and land: and whilst the prac- 
tice of pressing is continued, as in cimes of the most urgent 
necessity, to the extreme inconvenience of trade and com- 
merce; and with the greatest hardships to one of the most 
meritorious and useful others of his Majesty’s subjects* 

3* Because the refusing to put the questions to the 
judges .upon points of law, very essentially affecting this 
grea^t^estion, and the refusing to address his Majesty to 

give 
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it. It speaks then the unanimous sentiments 
of them all. His Majesty pronounces in com- 

give orders for laying before this house the instructions re- 
lating to Falkland^iji Islands, given to the comhianders of his 
Majesty^s ships employed there, is depriving us of such 
lights as seemed highly proper for us on this occasion. 

4. Because from the declaration and correspondence 
laid before us, we are of opinion that the ministers merit the 
censure of this house, rather than any degree of commenda- 
tion, on account of several improper acts, and equally im- 
proper omissions, from the beginning to the close of this 
transaction. For it is asserted by the Spanish minister, and 
stands uncontradicted by ours, that several discussions had 
passed between the ministers of the two courts upon the 
subject of Falkland’s Islands, which might give the British 
ministers reason to foresee the attack upon that settlement 
that was afterwards made by the forces of Spain. Captain 
Hunt also, arriving from thence so early as the third of June 
last, did advertise the ministers of repeated warnings and 
menaces made by Spanish governors and commanders of 
ships of war ; yet so obstinately negligent and supine were 
his Majesty’s ministers,* and so far from the vigilance and 
activity required by the trust and duty of their offices, that 
they did not even so much as make a single representation 
to the court of Madrid ; which if they had done, the injury 
itself might have been prevented, or at least so speedily re- 
paired, as to render unnecessary the enormous expenses, to 
which this nation has been compelled, by waiting until the 
blow had been actually struck, and the news of so signal an 
insult to the crown of Great Britain had arrived in Europe. 
To this wilful, and therefore culpable, neglect of representa- 
tion to the court of Spain, was added another neglect, a 
neglect of such timely preparation, for putting this nation 

into 
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mon with the rest his own concleimiation in that 
of this unworthy transaction. The moderate 

into such a state of defence, as the menacing appearances 
on the part of 'Spain, and the critical t^dition of Europe 
required. These preparations, had they been undertaken 
early, would have been executed with more effect, and less 
expence; would have been far less distressing to our trade, 
and to our seamen; would have authorized us in the begin- 
ning to have demanded, and would in all probability have 
induced Spain to consent to, an immediate, perfect, and 
equitable settlement of all the points in discussion, between 
the two crowns ; but all preparation having been neglected, 
the national safety was left depending rather upon accidental 
alterations in the internal circumstances of our neighbours, 
than in the proper and natural strength of the kingdom; and 
tills negligence was highly aggravated by the refusal of ad- 
ministration to consent to an address, proposed by a noble 
lord in this house last session, for a moderate and gradual 
augmentation of our naval forces. 

5 . Because the ncgociation, entered into much too late, 
was, from the commencement, conducted upon principles as 
disadvantageous to the wdsdom of our public councils, as it 
was finally concluded in a manner disgraceful to the honour 
of the crown of Great Britain; for it appears, that the 
Court of Madrid did disavow the act of hostility, as pro- 
ceeding from particular instructions, but justified it under her 
general instructions^ to her go\jrnors, under the oath by 
them taken, and under the established laws of America. 
This general order was never disavowed nor explained; nor 
was any disavowal 6t explanation thereof ever demanded by 
our ministers: wd we apprehe.id that this justification of an 
violence under general orders, established laws, and 
oaths of office, to be far more dangerous and injurious to this 

kingdom 
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reparation to his Majesty’s honour for the injury 
is not obtained unconditionally; that is, in the 

kingdom than the particular enterprize which has been dis- 
avowed, as it eviiiS&ntly supposes, that the governors of the 
Spanish American provinces are not only authorized, but 
required, without any particular instructions, to raise great 
forces by sea and land, and to invade his Majesty’s posses- 
sions in that part of the world, in the midst of profound peace. 

6. Because this power, so unprecedented and alarming, 
under wliicli the Spanish governor was justified by his court, 
rendered it the duty of our ministers to insist upon some 
censure or punishment upon that governor, in order to de- 
monstrate the sincerity of the Court of Madrid, and of her 
desire to preserve peace, by putting at least some check 
upon those exorbitant powers asserted by the Court of Spain 
to be given to her governors. But although our ministers 
were authorized not only by the acknowledged principles of 
the law of nations, to call for such censure or punishment, 
but also by the express provision of the seventeenth article 
of the treaty of Utrecht, yet they have thought fit to observe 
a profound silence on this necessary article of public repara- 
tion. If it were tliou^ht that any circumstances appeared 
in the particular case of the governor, to make an abatement 
or pardon of the punishment advisable, that abatement or 
pardon ought to have been the effect of his Majesty’s cle- 
mency, and not an impunity to him, arising from the igno- 
rance of our ministers in the first principles of public law, or 
their negligence or pusillanimity in. asserting them. 

7. Because nothing has been had or demanded as a re- 
paration in damage for the enormous expense and other in- 
conveniences, arising from the confessed and unprovoked 
violence of the Spanish forces in the enterprize against 
Falkland’s Islands, and the long subsequent delay of justice. 

It 
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only way which he himself and his servants 
thought indispensable. An humiliating stipula- 

It was not necessary to this demand that it should be made 
in any improper or offensive language, But in that style of 
accommodation which has ever been used by able nego- 
ciators. 

8. Because an unparalleled and most audacious insult 
has been offered to the honour of the British flag, by the de- 
tention of a ship of war of his Majesty’s, for twenty days 
after the surrender of Port Egmont, and by the indignity of 
forcibly taking away her rudder: this act could not be sup* 
ported upon any idea of being necessary to the reduction of 
the fort, nor was any such necessity pretended. No repa- 
ration in honour has been demanded for this wanton insult, 
by which his Majesty’s reign is rendered the unhappy aera 
in which the honour of the British flag has suffered the first 
stain with entire impunity* 

g. Because the Spanish declaration, which our ministers 
have advised his Majesty to accept, does in general words 
imply his Majesty's disavowal of some acts on his part tend- 
ing to disturb the good correspondence of the two courts, 
when it is notorious, that no act of vtblence whatsoever had 
been committed on the part of Great Britain. By this dis- 
avowal of some implied aggression in the very declaration, 
pretended to be made for reparation of the injured dignity 
of Great Britain, his Majesty is made to admit a supposition 
contrary to truth, and injurious to the justice and honour of 
his crown. 

10. Because in the said declaration the restitution is con- 
fined to Port Egmont, when Spain herself originally offered 
to cede Falkland’s Islands. It is known that she made her 
forcible attack on pretence of title to the whole, and the 
restt^ion ought, therefore, not to have been confined to a 

part 
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tion for referring the discussion of the prior 
right is a defeasance of the reparation. It 

part only, nor can any reason be assigned why the restitu- 
tion ought to have been made in narrower or more ambi- 
guous words than the claims of Spain, on which her act of 
violence was grounded, and her offers of restitution origin* 
ally made. 

11. Because the declaration, by which his Majesty is to 
obtain possession of Port Egmont, contains a reservation 
or condition of the question of a claim of prior right of 
sovereignty in the Catholic King to the whole of Falkland's 
Islands, being the first time such a claim has ever authen- 
tically appeared in any public instrument jointly concluded 
on by the two courts. No explanation of the principles of 
this claim has been required, although there is just reason 
to believe that these principles will equally extend to re- 
strain the liberty and confine the extent of British naviga- 
tion. No counter claim has been made on the part of his 
Majesty, to the right of sovereignty, in any part of the 
said island ceded to him; any assertion whatsover, of 
his Majesty’s right of sovereignty, has been studiously 
avoided, from the beginning to the accomplishment of this 
unhappy transaction ; which, after the expense of millions, 
settles no contest, asserts no right, exacts no reparation, 
affords no security, but stands as a monument of reproach 
to the wisdom of the national councils, of dishonour to the 
essential dignity of his Majesty’s crown, and of disgrace 
to the hitherto untainted honour of the British flag. 

After having given these reasons, founded on the facts 
which appeared from the papers, we think it necessary here 
to disclaim an invidious and injurious imputation, substituted 
in the place of fair argument, that they who will not approve 
of this convention, are for precipitating their country into 

the 
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wounds irreparably the honour of the king as a 
private man, and the glory of the kingdom;' but 

the calamities of war. We are as far from the (lesign, and 
we trust much farther from the act of kindling the flame of 
war, than those who have advised his Majesty to accept of 
the declaration of the Spanish ambassador. We have never 
entertained the least thought of invalidating this public act ; 
but if ministers may not be censured, or even punished for 
treaties which, though valid, are injurious to the national 
interest and honour, without a supposition of the breach ol' 
public faith in this house, that should censure or punish, or 
of a breach of the laws of humanity in those who propose 
such censure or punishment, the use of the peers, as a con- 
troul on ministers, and as the best as well as highest council 
of the crown, will be rendered of no avail. We have no doubt 
but a declaration more adequate to our just pretensions, and 
to the dignity of the crown, might have been obtained with- 
out the eflhsion of blood; not only from the favourable cir- 
cumstances of the conjuncture, but because our just demands 
were no more than any sovereign power, who had injured 
another through inadvertence or mistake, ought, even from 
regard to its own honour, to have granted : and we are satis- 
fied that the obtaining such terms would have been the only 
secure means of establishing a lasting and honourable peace. 

HlCIIMONn, AUDLEY, 

BOLTON, KING, 

MANCHESTER, TORRINGTON, 

TANKRRVILLE, MILTON, 

CHATHAM, ABERGAVENN\. 

WYCOMBE, FITZWILLIAM, 

CRAVEN, PONSONBV, 

BOYLE, SCARBOROUGH, 

DEVONSHIRE, ARCHER. 


DISSENTIENT. 
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when that stipulation carries along with it also 
a private insinuation or encouragement to the 
Catholic King to hope, and most probably, not 
to say certainly, an express assurance, that not 
only Port Egmont, now restored to us, biit the 
whole island, shall in due time, as soon as they 
dare, be sui’rendered to the crown of Spain. 
No words can express the meanness or folly of 
such a proceeding. Our tame submission to 
France in the Corsican business has drawn this 
atrocious insult upon iis. This insult, accom- 
panied with the indignities contained, by the 
minister's own confession, in the convention, 
will renew to us, in the mouths of the proud 
and triumphant Spaniards, the ignominious title 
of Gallinas del Mar^ and we shall deservedly 
become a bye-word of contempt amongst the na- 
tions. The only reparation which it can be 
pretended that Spain makes,- is the temporary 
restitution of Port Egmont. Restoring to me 
my possessions violently seized is an act of jus- 

DISSENTIENT. 

Because, though the disavowal may be considered as 
humiliating to the Court of Spain, the declaration and ac- 
ceptance, under the reservation of the question of prior 
right, do not, in my opinion, after the heavy oxpences in- 
curred, either convey a satisfaction adequate to the insult on 
the honour of Great Britain, or afford any reasonable grounds 
to believe that peace, on the terms of honour, can be lasting. 

EDIT. RADNOR. 


VOL. III. 


z 
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tice not of reparation: but with what indelible 
shame shall we be covered, when it is seen that 
we pitifully traffic away what was insultingly 
wrested from us, and yield the whole to the 
aggressor under any pretence or colour what- 
ever? The insult was committed after repeated 
notices of our right, in full peace: it was an 
insult not only to the flag of England hitherto 
spotless, but to the whole majesty of the king- 
dom, by direct hostilities committed as in time 
of actual war, so as to inforce a formal capitu- 
lation: a proceeding till now unheard of, sub- 
mitted to with a meanness and treachery on the 
part of our rulers, which nothing can now 
palliate. We deceive ourselves if we think the 
peace can be maintaineil by pusillanimity and 
baseness. Remember his Majesty cannot 
accept under a convention that satisfaction to 
which he has so just a title, without entering 
into any engagements to procure it*.’' 

A MEMBER one House Parliament 
in mourning Jbr the honour o/” his 
King and Country • 

* See this subject further discussed in Junius, Letter 
XLii. and notes appended to it. edit. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

TO THE PBINTEU OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, \6 February, nil. 

It is proper the public should be informed 
that, upon Lord Gower’s election to be a Knight 
of the Garter, there were but four knights pre- 
sent, besides the sovereign, and the Duke of 
Gloucester was lugged in to be one of them. 
He intreated, he begged, he implored, — but all 
to no purpose. Poor Peg Trentham was forced 
to submit to an election, which, by the statutes 
of the order, is void. — Ashmolc informs us, that 
“ to make up a complete chapter of election, 
there should be assembled six knights compa- 
nions at the least, besides the sovereign; the 
due observance of which hath been so strict 
formerly, that elections have been deferred, 
where chapters have been deficient in that num- 
ber*.” 

* The same fact is related, and probably by the same 
correspondent, in the following article of the Public Adver- 
tiser, February 15 , 1771. * 

A correspondent has sent us the following remarks on 
the London Gazette, published by authority. 

This lying paper contains the following unprecedented 
article : “ St. James’s, Feb. 1 1 . This day a chapter of the 
most noble Order of the Garter was held in the great Coun- 

Z 2 cil 



340 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The present way of electing Peg Trenthain, 
is, for two reasons, remarkable. It shews first, 

cil Chamber, when Granville Lcvison Gower, Earl Gower, 
being first knighted, was afterwards elected and invested 
with the garter, ribbon and George, with the usual solem- 
nity.” It is most notorious to a great concourse of nobility 
and gentry then present, that there were only assisting the 
best of kings, the Dukes of Gloucester, Newcastle, and 
Northumberland, consequently it is impossible that any elec- 
tion can have been made, the statutes of the order requiring 
the presence of the sovereign with six knights. The best of 
kings, whose duty it is to preserve the laws inviolable, could 
to be sure on no consideration, not even the election of that 
most worthy peer the Earl Gower into this noble order, be 
prevailed upon, in the face of all England, to set the exam- 
ple of openly violating the statutes whicli have hitherto been 
so religiously respected and observed through so many ages. 
Had there been an election the Gazette would have pro- 
claimed it in the usual form, the knights present would have 
been enumerated and named. It is impossible that the best 
of kings can be a party to the illegally smuggling in a knight 
upon that most noble order, in the same manner as a knight 
for the county of Middlesex has been smuggled into the 
House of Commons. If this article of news could be true, 
would not the kingdom have reason to lament that all order, 
decency and respect, for ancient rules and establishment, is 
now broken througli by the person whose peculiar duty and 
interest it is to preserve them? Is the court itself so unpo- 
pular, or is the subject of his Majesty’s favour so unworthy, 
that it was, after ten da3'’s waiting, impossible to procure the 
attendance of more than the king’s own brother, the lord 
chamberlain, the auditor of the exchequer, and the Duke of 
Northumberland in flannels? 

liisum teneatis amici! 



LETTERS OF JUNIUS. 341 

in what profound contempt poor Peggy is uni- 
versally held. And secondly, the pious resolu- 
tion of our gracious sovereign to introduce a 
new system of arithmetic. In the decision’ of 
the Middlesex election it was resolved that 296 
were more than 1143, and now we are told that 
four are equal to six. — This puts me in mind of 
Lord March’s election to the Coterie. — All the 
balls were black; — but the returning officer, 
George Selwyn, thought proper to swear he 
was duly elected, and he took his seat accord- 
ingly. 

A. B. 


LETTER XC. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

V SIR, 22 February^ 1771 . 

The advbcates of the ministry are, in 
point of ignorance, upon a level with the peo- 
ple, whose conduct they def^d*. The ques- 

* The following is a copy of the paragraph which occa- 
sioned the foregoing essay ; 

“ People who would cavil, and are clamorous about that 
part of the Spanish declaration, where tlie King of Spain 
makes a reservation of a prior claim of right to Falkland 
Island, would do well to consider, that such reservation is 
only mere matter of form, and is never likely to produce the 
smallest misunderstanding between the two crowns, espe-. 

cially 
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tions they ask are suicide to tlieir own cause. 
Gibraltar and Minorca were yielded to England 
by the treaty of Utrecht, to which treaty Spain 
acoeded; and, admitting that they have never 
given up in form their claim to Jamaica, it is 
also true that, since the treaty of Utrecht, they 
have never asserted such a claim, much less 
have tt’e allowed it to be inserted in any treaty 
between the two crowns. But, Sir, the real 
question is, not what declarations or pretensions 
Spain may have thought proper to advance, but, 
what declarations or pretensions on their part, 
have xve admitted and accepted? To support a 
fair comparison between the terms, on which 
we hold the above places, and those on which 
Port Egmont is restored, it should be proved 
that Spain, in some treaty between us and it, 
has asserted its claim of prior right to Jamaica, 
Gibraltar and Minorca, and that we have, with 
equal formality, accepted a treaty containing 
such an express reservation, and declared our- 
selves satisfied with it. The ministry would 
then have a . example in point*. 

VINDEX. 

cially when they recollect, or may inform themselves, that 
Spain never, to this hour, has renounced her formal claim of 
right, either to Minorca or Gibraltar, in the treaties subse- 
quent to our possession of those places.” edit. 

* The printer thought proper at the tinie, with the con- 
sent of the author, see Private Letter, No. xxxiii. to break 

ofl- 
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LETl’ER XCI. 

TO TUE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 6 1771 . 

Pray tell that ingenious gentleman, 
Mr. Laughlin Macleane*, that when the King 
of Jipain writes to the King of Great Britain he 
omits four-fifths of his titles, and when our 
king writes to him, his address is always Carolo, 
(let gratia^ Hispaniarum, Utriusqtie Sicilian ct 
Indiarum Regi Calholico. It was reserved for 
his present Majesty to say, in a public instru- 

off at this point, and to suppress the remainder of the essay. 
The autograph of the entire letter is still in the hands of tlie 
proprietor of this edition: but it would be a breach of con- 
lidence to continue it further. Independently of which he 
altogether approves of the suppression, edit. 

* Laughlin Macleane had been under secretary of state 
during Lord Shelburrfe’s possession of the otHce for the south- 
ern department. In his defence of the ministry here referred 
4), he still discovers a hankering after office, and at least a 
disposition to forgive them for his dismission. Mr. (Camp- 
bell, however, in his life of Hugh Boyd, p. 125, tells us that 
at this very period he possessed “ a mortal hatred for his 
Grace (of Grafton), and indulged his resentment by paint- 
ing him in the blackest colours!!!” See note on this sub- 
ject in the preliminary essay. In January, in the following 
year, he received from Lord North the collectofship of Phi- 
ladelphia, and subsequently an appointment to Indm, in Iij<? 
voyage to ^hich he Was lost. Sdit. 
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ment, “ Falkland Island is one of my posses- 
sions, and yet I allow the king of Spain to re- 
serve a claim of prior right, and I declare my- 
self satisfied with that reservation.” In spite 
of Mr. Laughlin’s disinterested, unbroken, me- 
lodious eloquence, it is a melancholy truth that 
the crown of England was never so insulted', 
never so shamefully degraded, as by this de- 
claration, with which the best of sovereigns as- 
sures his people he is perfectly, entirely, com- 
pletely satisfied. 

VINDEX. 


LETTER XCII. 

ro THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

2.5 March, I77l. 

However the court might have cdn- 
ceakd its designs; however it might have de- 
luded those who were disposed to be deceived, 
the imposition can exist no longer. The tri- 
plet union of crown, lords, and commons against 
England displays itself with a violence and a 
candour, which statesmen in other conspiracies 
seldom have adopted. It is no more a question 
of royal antipathy or feminine unrelenting re- 
sentment; it is not a single inconsequent act 
of arbitrary power ; it is not the offensive indi- 
vidual, but the free constitution of this country. 
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whose destruction engages the influence of the 
crown and the authority of parliament. 

The House of Commons assume a power of 
imprisonment during pleasure for actions which 
the laws have not made criminal. They create 
a crime as tvell as a punishment. They call 
u2ion the king to support their illegality by a 
proclamation still more illegal ; and the liberty 
of the press is the object of this criminal alli- 
ance. They expunge a recognizance; they stag- 
nate the course of justice, and thereby assume 
an absolute power over the law and i)roperty of 
Great Britain *. 

* The whole of this requires explanation. The printers 
of newspapers having long intended it, now resolutely de- 
termined to report the debates of both houses. CoJ. Onslow 
made a motion against them as guilty of a violation of the 
privileges of parliament : and the printers were summoned 
to attend : Wheble and Miller however refused to obey tKc 
order ; and the minister thought proper to issue a procla- 
mation ill his Majesty’s name, and insert it in the Gazette, 
offering a reward of fifty pounds for apprehending John 
Wheble, printer of the Middlesex Journal, and John Miller, 
printer of the London Evening Post, for daring to publish 
certain speeches delivered in parliament. In consequence 
of this proclamation they were both apprehended ; Wheble 
by a brother-printer of the name of Carpenter, who ow'ed 
him a grudge, and Miller by William W^hittam, a messenger 
of the House of Commons. The former was carried before 
Mr. Wilkes, at that time just liberated from the King’s Bench, 
and, as alderman for Farringdon Without, sitting-magistrate 

at 
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The House of Lords have not been back- 
ward in t/ieir contribution to the scheme of sla- 

at Guildliall ; who denying {he legal authority of a mere 
proclamation, discharged Wheble, and took a recognizance 
of’ him to prosecute Carpenter for an {issault and unlawful 
imprisonment. Miller upon his arrest sent for a constable, 
to whom he gave diarge of the messenger tvho arrested him, 
and immediately carried him to the Mansion-house, where 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Alderman Wilkes, and Mr. Alderman 
Oliver jointly heard the cause, discharged Miller, and signed 
a warrant of commitment of the messenger to the Compter 
for the assault and false imprisonment ; from which however 
lie was released upon finding bail. Wilkes at the same time 
that these transactions were officially entered by the Lord 
Mayor’s clerk into the Mansion-house rota book, addressed 
a letter to Lord Halifax, one of the secretaries of state, in- 
forming him of the steps he had taken. 

All was confusion and uproar. The House of Commons 
supported the legality of the proclamation : issued an order 
to prohibit every kind of prosecution or suit from being 
cpmmcnced or carried on for or on account of the assault 
and imprisonment of the printers*, ordered the clerk to 
attend who had entered the proceedings in the Mansion- 
house minute book; erased the entire record; and summoned 
the different aldermen who had officiated to appear at the 
bar of the house to answer for their conduct. 

The city first of all, and afterwards the nation at large, 
was extremely indignant at such illegal violence. The 
lord mayor’s clerk was severely reprimanded at a general 
court of aldermen for suffering the city minute book to be 
mutilated ; the Bill of Rights society complained vehemently 
against the outrages committed; — Wilkes refused to obey 
die summons for his attendance, and the lord mayor and his 

other 
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V'ery; for they have imprisoned, <and they have 
fined. The crime like the punishment was in 

Ollier colleagues upon attemling and justifying their con- 
duct were committed to the Tower, for pretended contu- 
macy, It was on this occasion that the lord mayor (Crosby) 
made the following spirited reply : — 

Mr. Speaker,— an honourable gentleman has talked of 
the lenity to be shewn me on account of my health, and 
iny being only committed to the custody of the serjeant at 
arms. I thank God that my health is better than it has been 
for some time past. I know that I was prejudged on Mon- 
day, and that the string of resolutions and warrants is now in 
the gentleman’s pocket. I ask no favour of this house. 1 
crave no mercy from the treasury-bench. I am ready to go 
to my noble friend at the Tower, if the house shall order 
me. My conscience is clear, and tells me that I have kept 
my oath, and done my duty to the city, of which I have the 
honour to be chief magistrate, and to rn} country. I will 
never betray the privileges of the citizens, nor the rights of 
the people. I have no apology to make for having acted 
uprightly, and I fear not any resentment in consequence of 
such conduct. I wfll through life continue to obey the 
dictates of honour and conscience, to give my utmost sup- 
port to every part of the constitution of this kingdom, and 
the event I sliall always leave to Heaven, at all times ready 
to meet my fate.” 

The lord mayor was accompanied to the l^owcr by an 
immense concourse of the livery, as well as of persons not 
connected with the police of the city, many of them of the 
utmost respectability ; he was visited by the Dukes of Man- 
chester and Portland, Earls RtzwilJiarn and TanJcervillc, 
Lord King, Admiral Keppel, Sir Charles Saunders, Mr. 

Dowdeswell, 
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their own bosom. They were ex post facto le- 
gislators. They were parties ; they were judges ; 

Dowdeswcll, Mr. Burke, and many other commoners ; as 
also by the two sheriffs, in order to express their entire 
disapprobation of the proceedings that had taken place 
against them ; and the thanks of the city were voted una- 
nimously, at a meeting of common council holden March 28, 
to such members of the House of Commons as had sup- 
ported the conduct of the lord mayor and his colleagues, 
and maintained the rights and privileges of the city. The 
common council voted that all the expenses of the lord 
mayor’s and Mr. Oliver’s table, &c. &c. should be defrayed 
by the city. 

'fhe magistrates in order to obtain their discharge were 
carried by habeas corpus first before Lord Chief Justice De 
Grey, and aflcrwards before Lord Mansfield ; but both 
judges refusing to discharge them, they were remanded to 
the Tower. In the mean time, in direct opposition to the 
order of the House of Commons, tlie Grand Jury, at the en- 
suing quarter-sessions at Guildhall, found bills of indict- 
ment against Carpenter, and Whittam, the messenger of the 
house, for the assault and imprisoriment of Miller and 
Whcble. The lord mayor and his colleagues remained in 
the Tower till the 8th of May, on which day his Majesty by 
proroguing the parliament, terminated its power of confining 
them any longer. 

][|j.is not necessary at this time to ^ntcr into the question 
of the legality or illegality of the power clainied in this in- 
stance by the House of Commons, under the specious name 
of parliamentary privilege. They virtually admitted them- 
selvean^to have erred, by their subsequent conduct towards 
Mr. Wilkes ; who though by far the most culpable of the 

whole 
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and, instead of a court of final judicature, acted 
as a court of criminal jurisdiction in the first 
instance. The three estates, instead of being 
a controul upon each 6ther, are let loose upon 
the constitution. The absolute power of the 
crown, by the assistance of tlie handmaid cor- 
ruption, puts on the disguise of privilege. In 
tlie arrangement of hostility, the associated 
senate takes the lead, and illegal proclamation 
brings up the rear of oppression. The cabal 
advances upon us as an army once did upon a 
town — it displayed before it a multitude of 
nuns, and overawed the resistance of the be- 
sieged by the venerable appearance. So the 
cabinet puts forth the countenance of parlia- 
ment, and marches against the constitution 
under the shelter of the hallowed frailty. 

What has an Englishman now to hope for ? 
He must turn from king, lords, and commons, 
and look up to Cod and himself if he means to 
be free. He sees the representation of the 

whole (admitting culpability of any kind) was suffered to 
remain unmolested, except by serving him with three suc- 
cessive summonses to appear at the bar of the house, every 
one of w'hichl he contemptuously refused to obey, iifiless 
the house would suffer him to take his place as nietnber for 
Middlesex. The result of the contest has terminated fa- 
vourably for tlie public, who have ever since been put into 
possession of the debates of both houses, through the me- 
dium of newspaper reporters, kd it. 
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kingdom taken from the people — the law dis- 
pensed with— the obligation of a contract erased 
— the liberty of the subject invaded — the free- 
dom of the press violated — by the House of 
Commons. By the House of Lords he sees 
liberty, property, and the freedom of the press 
assaulted likewise, and the decision * of justice 
in its last resort a question of influence, not 
of law. He beholds three supreme powers in- 
stead of one, and the constitution a separate 
plunder to each : or rather he beholds one 
estate possessed of the power by the profligacy 
of the rest. — If the cabinet should prevail, we 
shall not only be enslaved, but disgraced. The 
man and means that enslave us would be an 
additional dishonour. 

An EnglisIIman, and Enemy 
to the Cabinet iherejore. 


It- In the case of Lord Pomfr^t and Smitli. 
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LETTER XCIII^. 

For the Public Advertiser, 

29 Marchy 1771. 

TO THE UIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR, 
MR. ALDERMAN OLIVER, AND MR. ALDERMAN 
WILKES. 

MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 

As your conduct in regard to the 
business of the printers is become the universal 
subject of conversation, 1 will take the liberty 
of communicating my sentiments to you in 
this public manner. The business first opened 
with a printer’s being taken up by virtue of 
the king’s proclamation, and carried befoi’e 
Mr. Alderman-*' Wilkes (who was sitting as a 
justice of the peace for the city of London) in 
order to his being committed by virtue of that 
proclamation only.* Mr. Wilkes discharged the 
printer, and upon his complaint verified upon 


* There is some doubt as to the genuineness of this as 
well as of the eqsuing letter; but as they are illustrative of 
one of Junius’s most important letters, No. xliv ; as they 
are excellently composed, and the subject has been in some 
measure recently agitated, the editor could not consent to 
suppress them. The quotation from Hawkins, inserted in 
the second letter, will be found adopted by Junius as one 
of hia notes to thq letter juat referred to. 
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oath, bound over the apprehender to appear at 
the quarter 'Sessions, and the printer to prose- 
cute for <an assault. In considering the legality 
o|‘,this proceeding I will totally lay out of the 
question the privileges and franchises of the 
city of London, as I think this part of the case 
does not require any. assistance from them, 
though they may be very material in the sub- 
sequent proceedings as to the messenger of the 
House of Commons. The first consideration 
then will be, what was the force and effect of 
th^ proclamation ? In Judge Dalison’s Re- 
ports, which is a book of authority, p. 20, 2 and 
S^Phil. and Mary, it is' said, “ Note, It was 
agreed for law, that the king may make a pro- 
clamation to his subjects quo ad terrorem populi^ 
to put them in fear of his displeasure, but not 
upon other pdin certain as to forfeit their lands 
or goods, or to make fine, or to suffer imprison- 
ment or other pain j for no fproclamation shall 
make a layr which .was not before, but may 
confirm and ratify an ancient law, but not 
change it, or make a new one j yet diverse pre- 
cedents were shewn ouf of the exchequer to 
the contrary, but the justices would not have 
any regard to thejn^ quod nota.” And in 
the 12th Part of Sir Edward Coke’s Reports, 
a book of the highest authority, p. 74, 
'in the' 8 Ja. 1st, (when prerogative ran high) 
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you will find a case called the case of procla« 
mations, which, amongst other things, contains 
these resolutions : “ That the king by his pro- 
clamation or otherways cannot change any part 
of the common law, or statute law, or the cus- 
toms of the realm.” That the king cannot 
create any offence by his prohibition or procla- 
mation, which was not an offence before j and 
that “ that which cannot be punished without 
proclamation cannot be punished with it.” That 
the king may by his proclamation admonish 
his subjects to keep the laws, but cannot make 
a thing unlawful which the law permits. And 
this, as the learned I'eporter observes, was wgll 
proved by the ancient and continual forms of 
indictments, for all indictments conclude contra 
legem et consuetudinem Anglia'^ or contra leges 
et statuta, S^c. “ But never was seen an in- 
dictment to conclude contra regiam proclama- 
tionem.” • 

The learned reporter puts several instances 
of illegal proclamations, and amongst the rest 
this ! An act was made by which foreigners 
were licensed to merchandize within London. 
H. 4 . by proclamation prohibited the execution 
of it, and that it should be in suspense usque 
ad proximum parliam£ntum, which, says the 
learned reporter, was against law. Vide Dors, 
Claus. 8 Hen. 4 . Proclamation in London. 


VOL. III. 


A A 
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Here give me leave to make one observation, 
that any proclamation which infringes the an- 
cient customs, privileges and franchises of the 
city of London, infringes the statute laws of 
this land; for the customs, privileges and fran- 
chises of the city of London are confirmed and 
established by various acts of parliament. The 
case still goes on, and says, that the law of 
England is divided into three parts, common 
law, statute law, and custom ; “ but the king's 
proclamation is none of them.” And the 
learned reporter concludes in saying: after this 
resolution no proclamation imposing fine and 
inUprisonment was afterwards made; and I have 
no doubt but the learned reporter thought that 
after this solemn decision no such proclamations 
would ever be issued in any future times: but, 
alas! he did not see the jurisprudence of the 
reign of George the Third. 

I think I may call this case a solemn detcr- 
mination^vbecause it was settled upon great de- 
liberation by the .two chief justices, the cliief 
baron and Baron Altham, upon conference be- 
twixt the lords of the privy council and them. 
When the printer was brought before Mr. 
Wilkes, Mr. Wilkes acted as a magistrate, and 
in a judicial capacity ; and had he imprisoned 
the;|Rinter, or any other subject of this king- 
<fom upon less evidence than the law required. 
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he would have been highly criminal. And in a 
case where the liberty of the subject was con- 
cerned, it required the best and the highest 
evidence to justify the deprivation of that li- 
berty. The law and rules of evidence “ are 
part of the common law of the land,” and the 
king cannot “ by his proclamation alter or sus- 
pend any of those laws or rules; for that would 
be to alter the law of the land, and in direct 
opposition to those respectable authorities I 
have cited.” It is a law and a rule of evidence 
that no judge or justice can judicially take no- 
tice of a private act of parliament, much less 
can they judicially take notice of a private dr- 
der of the House of Commons relative to two 


individuals only. Nay if you add to it the 
sanction of the royal proclamation, and consi- 
der it as the act of the king and commons, does 
it mend the matter.'* Does it give it greater 
authority in point of legal evidence than an 
act of parliament ? I should be glad £o be in- 
formed if the constitution has given such an 
arbitrary power of imprisonment to the House 
of Commons as they claim, why it has not given 
them proper officers to enforce it without re- 
sorting to the king? Why has not the serjeant 
at arms a power to raise the posse comitatus? 
Why are not people punishable for not giving 
him assistance ? And yet I dare say there is not 


A A 2 
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a law-book that has attributed this power to 
him, nor did we ever hear of a person punished 
for refusing him assistance, which in my appre- 
hension is a strong argument against the power 
claimed by the House of Commons against the 
printers. I should be glad too to be informed 
what law, usage, or custom, has made the king 
the minister to authenticate the orders of the 
House of Commons, when it first began, and 
where it is to be found. By what writ or au- 
thority does the order come before the king to 
be authenticated, and where is it to be found ? 
I never yet saw any statute, case, or even dic- 
tum to authorise this. And if the law has not 
intrusted the king with the power of authenti- 
cating the orders of the House of (’oinmons by 
his royal proclamation, every judge and jus- 
tice in this kingdom will do right in paying no 
regard to them under such a sanction. I have 
known trials where it has been necessary to 
give in evidence the proceedings and determi- 
nations of the House of Commons, which have 
always been done by proving them upon oath 
to be true copies of the jv^urnals by the witnes.^ 
who examined them. And though Mr. Wilkes 
might be convinced in his mind that there was 
suc^ an order as stated in the proclamation, he 
frofilu not in his judicial capacity take notice of 
it, as it was not authenticated according to law. 



LETTERS OF JUNIUS. 35/ 

This doctrine has been illustrated in a modern 
instance. Did not the present chief justice of 
the King’s Bench and his brethren refuse to 
take judicial notice of Mr. Wilkes when he sur- 
rendered himself in order to the reversal of his 
outlawry, because he did not come properly 
authenticated before them, although I fancy 
they had very little doubt in their minds as to 
the identity of his person? so upon the same 
principles Mr. Wilkes was well warranted in 
rejecting the proclamation; and that being out 
of the way, I think it will then be so clear, that 
Mr. Wilkes would have done right in commit- 
ting the assailant upon the printer, if he had 
not given bail, as not to admit of an argument. 

I have two observations to make upon the 
late attempt of enforcing the order of the 
House of Commons by the royal proclamation. 
First, that the calling in the aid of the king 
upon that occasiorf was weakening the authority 
and dignity of the house, and tends to make 
the execution of the orders of that house de- 
pendent upon the pleasure of the king ; and in 
the next place such an interposition on the part 
of the king carries this appearance with it to 
the public, that it is not the independence or 
the just liberties and privileges of the commons 
of England that are thus anxiously sought to 
be preserved, but the gratification of the spleen 
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and resentment (to sa.y no worse of it) of the 
administration. I shall conclude this letter by 
saying, and thinking till I am better informed, 
that the late proclamation was an unwarrant- 
able exertion of power, tending to mislead all 
judges and justices throughout England, and to 
put them upon imprisoning an English subject 
contrary to law, and the rules of evidence, 
which make part of the law of this kingdom; 
and therefore I for one applaud the conduct of 
Mr. Wilkes in this instance. In another letter 
I shall deliver m)'^ sentiments as to the proceed- 
ings of your lordship, Mr. Alderman Oliver, 
and Mr. ’Alderman Wilkes, when the messen- 
ger of the House of Commons was brought be- 
fore you. I have forborn to take this business 
up on the same grounds that Mr. Morris has 
done, as it would only be a repetition of what 
he has very judiciously before transmitted to 
the public*. It is sufficient 'for me to say that 

* Hobert Morris, Esq^. was a member of, and secretary 
to, the Bill of Rights' Society. At their meeting in order to 
discuss the question of the arrest of the printers, he thus ad- 
dressed the chairman; ofid it is t this speech the writer of 
th^ above letter refeijs. 

** Mr. Chairman, 

• ** The proclamation issued for apprehending the printers 
IS hands, 1 think, allowC'*^. to be illegal. 1 do not be- 

that there in the whole kingdom a lawyer’s clerk^ 
Jpip dqes not know it to; be equally repugnant to the spirit 

and 
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I think he has sufficiently demonstrated the 
illegality of the order of the House of Com- 
mons; I only meant to give additional strength 
to his observations; and if any man will coolly 
consider the whole case, argument will conti- 
nually crowd upon his mind to evince the ille- 
gality and injustice of the order and royal pro- 
clamation. 

I am. 

My lord and gentlemen. 

Your most humble servant, 

G. W. 

and letter of the law and the constitution. The law, though 
not so well known, is as clear against commitments by the 
House of Commons. They have nothing to support their 
pretensions but their own vote, which certainly is not bind* 
ing on any but themselves ; an act of the three branches of 
the legislature being the only authority that is, besides the 
common law, acknowledged by England as valid. Matters 
being thus circumstanced, I am sorry to find that such ma- 
gistrates of London, as belong to this society, do not afford 
protection to the printers, ,ahd rescue them from lawless vio- 
lence. My concern for this neglect, this fear, or this ter- 
giversation, is the greater, that, if the officers of the House 
of Commons, or any other person but a minister of this city 
properly authorised, takes these obnoxious men into custo- 
dy, the rights of the city are violated ; it being legally impos- 
sible for king, lords, and commons, to seize any citizen of 
London without the consent of its own magistrates* Were 
they even to make an act for tliat purpose, it could not have 
any force; because the act made in favour of the city, in the 
reign of William and Mary, ought to be considered as a 
constitution, and as irreversible as Magna Charta 3 for indeed 
it is the Magna Charta of the city.’* epit. 
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LETTER XCIV. 

For the Public Advertiser, 

8 April, IT?!. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. THE I.ORD MAYOR OF LONDON, 
MR. ALDERMAN OLIVER, AND MR. ALDERMAN 
WILKES. 

MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 

In my first letter I submitted my rea- 
sons why Mr. Wilkes could not in his judicial 
capacity take notice of the order.of the House 
of Commons, merely under the sanction of the 
royal proclamation. If I was right in that, it 
was totally immaterial whether the order of the 
House of Commons as to the printers was legal 
or illegal; for in either case Mr. W'ilkes’s con- 
duct was agreeable to law. And in either case, 
the expunging of the proceedings taken before 
him, be it by what order it may, was a flagrant 
violation of the law, and a very dangerous ob- 
struction to the execution of criminal justice. 
I will next consider the subsequent proceedings 
as to the messenger of the House of Commons, 
who was brought before you, as magistrates of 
the cily of I-ondon, and charged upon oath with 
havili^committed a breach of the peace, in as- 
jilP^ting and imprisoning one of your citizens. 
■The messenger justified the fact under a war- 
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rant signed by the speaker of the House of 
Commons, which I shall state more particularly 
hereafter, but at present it is not necessary. 

This justification necessarily brought the 
validity of the speaker’s warrant collaterally in 
question before you. Some people who have 
in general applauded your conduct in this busi- 
ness, have said that you went too far in signing 
a warrant of commitment of the messenger, and 
in obliging him to give bail. As you deemed 
the speaker’s warrant illegal, you could not do 
otherwise; it was the necessary consequence and 
judgment upon the complaint before you. You 
would have been guilty of a breach of duty, as 
magistrates, if you had adjudged the messenger 
guilty of a breach of peace, and not have com- 
mitted him or bound him over to answer the of- 
fence in a due course of law. One of the 
greatest privileges assumed by either house of 
parliament, is that of having their privileges (as 
they call them), examined and inquired into in 
their own houses only. And if this can be es- 
tablished as the law of England, any subject 
may be deprived of his life, liberty and proper- 
ty, by an arbitrary vote of either house, under 
the name of privilege of parliament. It will be 
said that this is a foreign presumption, and that 
we cannot suppose that those respectable cha- 
racters in the houses of parliament would in- 
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vade the liberties of the people. I must own I 
think from some late exertions, there is no room 
left for presumptions; but be that as it may, I 
think the liberties of England ought to stand 
upon a more solid basis than presumptions, or 
the arbitrary voice of one branch of the legisla- 
ture only. 

The cases to prove that the assumed privi- 
leges of either house of parliament are not ex- 
aminable elsewhere than in their own houses, 
are Lord Shaftsbury’s case, 29 Car. 2 ih B. R. 
The Queen v. Paty & alias, 3 Ann. in B. R. 
and the Hon. Alexander Murray’s case, 24 
Geo. 2. B. R. In all cases adjudged upon 
constitutional points, regard should be had to 
the temper of the times when they happened, 
and the characters, connections, and dependen- 
cies of the judges. If these circumstances be 
attended to in Lord Shaftsbury’s case, I am 
very sure it will be found to* be a precedent of 
no weight or authority. Lord Shaftsbury w^as 
a man exceedingly obnoxious to King Charles 
the Second, having in the House of Lords vio- 
lently opposed that arbitiary prince, and his 
attempts to introduce popery into this kingdom. 
The king’s designs were no secret; and the in- 
dependent members in thio House of Commons 
bafMseditated means to> prevent the execution 
pitHem. The king, to frustrate this, prorogued 
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the parliament for fifteen months within a few 
days, being the longest prorogation which had 
been then known. The king had also found 
means, by pensioning many of the members of 
the lower house, to gain a considerable in- 
fluence in it; and the dissolution of parliament 
was then (as it is now) a thing earnestly to be 
sought for. Upon the meeting of the parlia- 
ment, after this long prorogation, a question 
was propounded in the House of Lords by tire 
country party, whether it was not actually dis- 
solved. Lord Shaftsbnry, and others of that 
party, argued and maintained upon an old sta- 
tute of King Edward the Third, then in force, 
which directed that the king should call a par- 
liament once a year, or oftener if need should 
be, that the parliament was actually dissolved ; 
but the court party strenuously opposed this, 
knowing that the eyes of the people were 
opened, and that *a new parKaraent would not 
be favourable to the king’s designs.' 

This question had made a great noise in the 
kingdom, and by way of silencing the people, 
the king’s party in the House of Lords voted 
Lord Shaftsbury, Lord Salisbury, and Lord 
Wliarton, who had maintained that the parlia- 
ment was dissolved, guilty of a contempt of that 
house, and sent them to the ToVrer; that they 
were sent to the Tower to gratify the king’s 
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vengeance is apparent from the words of the 
warrant of commitment, for it directs them to 
be kept in safe custody during his Majesty's 
pleasure^ and the pleasure of the house for their 
high contempt committed against that house. 
Lord Salisbury and Lord Wharton submitted to 
the house, and were discharged; Lord Shafts- 
bury at first refused it, and sued out his Habeas 
Corpus, and was brought before the King’s 
Bench with the warrant of his commitment. 

The warrant was glaringly illegal and un- 
constitutional, and seems to be admitted by 
all the judges in that case to be so, particu- 
larly Wylde Justice said, the return no doubt 
was illegal. This was a critical case ; in fact, 
it was the king’s cause, and the judges to de- 
termine it at that time held their offices during 
the pleasure of the crown, so that they were 
reduced to an awkward dilemma; however, they 
found means to extricate themselves from it by 
determining, that though the commitment was 
illegal, they could not examine into it, and so 
Lord Shaftsbury was remanded ; and the three 
puisne judges on the case of the Queen v. Paty 
& alias, as also the judges in Mr. Murray’s 
case, seem implicitly to have followed the de- 
termination in Lord' Shaftsbury ’s case, and 
^refore if that determination be overthrown, 
l^e other two must sink of course. In the case 
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of' the Queen v. Paty & alias, 3 Ann. the de- 
fendants having been committed to Newgate by 
a warrant of the speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, signed Robert Harley, speaker, (a fatal 
name to liberty), were brought by Habeas Cor- 
pus into the Queen’s Bench, and prayed to be 
discliarged upon the illegality of the commit- 
ment. The three puisne judges refused to in- 
terfere upon the authority of Lord Shaftsbury’s 
case, and the prisoners were remanded, con- 
trary to the opinion of Lord Chief Justice Holt, 
one of the ablest judges that ever presided in 
that court. He was of opinion, that what the 
house had called a breach of privilege was not 
a breach of privilege, nor coul,d their judgment 
make it so, nor conclude that court from deter- 
mining contrary; and he says, “ When tJie 
House of Commons exceed their legal bounds 
and authority, their acts are wrongful, and 
cannot be justified more than the acts of private 
men : that there was no question but their au- 
thority is from the law, and as it is circuin- 
scribed, so it may be exceeded. To say they 
are judges of their own privilege and their own 
authority, and nobody else, is to make their pri- 
vileges to be as they would have them. If 
there be a wrongful imprisonment by the House 
of Commons, what court shall deliver the party? 
Shall we say there is no redress; and that wo 
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are not able to execute those laws upon whicli 
the liberty of the queen’s people subsists ? To 
conclude, all courts arc so far judges of tlien: 
own privileges, and entrusted with a power to 
vindicate themselves, that they may punish for 
contempts; but to make them, or any court, 
final judges of them, exclusive of every body 
else, is to introduce a state of confusion, by 
making every man judge in his own cause, and 
subverting the measures of all jurisdictions.” 
What says another learned lawyer, Mr. Serjeant 
Hawkins, in his pleas of the crown, p. 110? — 
In commenting upon Lord Shaftsbury’s case, 
he says, “ But if it be demanded in case a sub- 
ject should be committed by either of those 
houses for a matter manifestly out of their ju- 
risdiction, - what remedy can he have? I an- 
swer, that it cannot well be imagined that the 
law, which favours nothing more than the li- 
berty of the subject, should ‘give us a remedy 
against commitments by the king himself ap- 
pearing to be illegal, and yet give us no manner 
of redress against a commitment by our fellow 
subjects equally, appearing ^o be unwarranted.” 
To this 1 may add the dictum of the present 
speaker of the House of Commons when coun- 
sel**^ who% reported to have said, that had he 


• Sir Fletcher Norton, eoit. 
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the honour to preside in any court of justice, 
he should no more regard the resolutions of 
that house than the resolutions of a set of 
drunken porters. Some apology may be made 
for the judges in the case of the Queen v. Paty 
& alias. They might connive at a stretch of 
power in the House of Commons for fear of 
weakening the dignity and independence of the 
house: and if ever that can be justifiable, it was 
so then, because the house was truly honour- 
able and independent ; for no placeman or pen- 
sioner was then capable of sitting in that house. 
Very different is it at this time : the house 
swarms with placemen and pensioners, and the 
people want a barrier to guard them from the 
invasions of their own representatives. 

But if such a dangerous position is to be 
established as that, though the order of the 
house be apparently illegal, no court or ma- 
gistrate can give redress, a door will be opened 
through the House of Commons to elude all 
those excellent laws which our ancestors have 
procured for the preservation of our liberties, 
and to overturn the fundamental principles of 
the constitution. But let us hope that by 
such weak authorities as the three cases cited, 
the liberties of England are not to be deter- 
mined. In another letter I will trouble you 
with my sentiments upon the privileges of the 
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House of Commons, and the warrant of com- 
mitment *. 

I am. 

My lord and gentlemen, 

Your most humble servant, 

G. W. 

* This promised letter did not appear, though the same 
subject is pursued in the following letter, as well as under 
the more dignified signature of Junius, and occurs in the 
letters with this subscription No. xliv. date 22 April, 1771. 

To the arguments and opinions both there and here 
cited upon the authority of royal proclamations, and powers 
or^privileges of parliament, the editor will, on this occasion, 
take the liberty of adding the following decision on the same 
point by that great and constitutional judge, Lord Chief 
Justice Holt. 

“ In the reign of Queen Anne, in 1704, several freemen 
of the borough of Aylesbury had been refused the liberty 
of voting at an election for a member of parliament, though 
they proved their qualifications as such : the law in this case 
imposes a fine on the returning officer of ,i£'lC)0 for every 
such offence. On this principle thqy applied to Lord Chief 
Justice Holt, who desired the officer to be arrested. The 
House of Commons, alarmed at this step, made an order of 
their house to make it penal for either judge, counsel, or 
attorney, to assist at the trial; however, the lord chief jus- 
tice, and several lawyers, were h^rdy enough to oppose this 
order, and brought it on in the King's Bench. The house, 
highly irritated at this contempt of their orders, sent a ser- 
jeaDft at arms for the judge to appear before them ; but that 
Cflttshite defender of the laws bade him, with a voice of au- 
ilmrity, begone ; on which they sent a second message by 
their speaker, attended by as many members as espoused 

the 
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LETTER XCV. 

TO THE PBINTEB QF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISEB. 

SlU, 9 April, mi. 

The arguments used in defence of 
the late proceedings of the House of Com- 
mons would have a considerable weight with 
me, if I could persuade myself that the pre- 
sent House of Commons were really in that 
independent state in which the constitution 
meant to place them. If I could be satisfied 
that their resolutions were not previously de- 
termined in the king’s cabinet, that no personal 
resentment was to be gratified, nor any mini- 
sterial purpose to he answered, under pretence 
of asserting their privileges, I own I should be 
very unwilling to raise or encourage any ques- 
tion between the strict right of the subject, and 
tliat discretionary pibwer which our representa- 
tiA es have assumed by degrees, and which, until 

tlie measure. After the speaker had delivered his message, 
Ills lordship replied to him in these remarkable words : ‘Go 
back to your chair, Mr. iipeaker; withm these five mi* 
nutes, or you may depend on’t I’U send you to Newgate ; 
you speak of your authority, but 1 tell you I sit here as an 
interpreter of the laws, and a distributor of justice, and, 
were the whole House of Commons in your belly, I will not 
stir one foot.’ The speaker wasprudint enough to retire, and 
the house were equally prudent to 'let the afikir drop.” soisv. 

VOL. in. B B 
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of late years, they have very seldom abused. 
While the House of Commons form a real re- 
presentation of the people, while they preserve 
their place in the constitution, distinct from 
the lords, and independent of .the- crown, I 
think to contend with them about the limits of 
their privileges would be contending with our- 
selves *. But the question will be materially 
altered, if it should appear that instead of pre- 
serving the due balance of the constitution, 
they have thrown their whole weight into the 
same scale with the crown, and that their pri- 
vileges, instead of forming a barrier against 
the encroachments of the other branches of the 
legislature, are made subservient to the views 
of the sovereign, and employed, under the di- 
rection of the minister, in the persecution of 
individuals, and the oppression of the people. 
In this case it would be the duty of every ho- 

V 

* The necessity of securing the House of Commons 
against the king’s power, so that no interruption might bo 
given either to the attendance of the members in parlia- 
ment, or to the freedom of debate, was the foundation of 
parliamentary privilege ; and w.i may observe in all the ad- 
dresses of new appointed speakers to the sove^ign, the ut- 
most privilege they demand is liberty of speech and free- 
dom from arrests. The very word privilege means no more 
tlwtiMmmunity, or a safeguard to the party who possesses 
can never be construed into an active power of in- 
vading the rights of others. 
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nest man to stand strictly to his right;— to 
question every act of such an House of Com* 
mons witli jealousy and suspicion, and where- 
ever their pretended privileges trenched upon 
the known laws of the land, in the minutest 
instance, t<‘ resist them with a determined and 
scrupulous exactness. To ascertain the fact, we 
need only consider in what manner parliaments 
have been managed since his Majesty’s accession. 

He found this country in that state of per- 
fect union and happiness which good govern- 
ment naturally produces, and which a bad one 
has destroyed. He promised to abolish all 
distinctions of party, and kept his word by de- 
claring Lord Bute his favourite and minister, 
by proscribing the whole Whig interest of Eng- 
land, and by filling every place of trust and 
profit under his government with professed 
Tories, notorious jacobites, and Scotchmen of 
all denominations.* He abolished no distinc- 
tions but those which are essential to the safety 
of the constitution. King, lords, and commons, 
w'hich should for ever stand clear of eaclx other, 
were soon melted down into one common mass 
of power* while equal care was taken to draw 
a line of separation between the legislature and 
the people, and more particularly between the 
representative and the constituent body of the 

B B 2 . 
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commons. The lower house distinguished them- 
selves by an eager compliance with every mea- 
sure that could be supposed to gratify the king 
personally, or to humour the vindictive passions 
of his royal mother. [When Mr. Wilkes was to 
be punished they made no scruple about the pri- 
vileges ofparliament; and although it was as well 
known as any matter of public record and unin- 
terrupted custom could be, that the members of 
either house are privilege^ except in case of 
treason, felony, or breach of the peace, they 
declared without hesitation that privilege of 
parliament did not extend to the case of a se- 
ditious libel; and undoubtedly they would have 
done the same if Mr. Wilkes had been prose- 
cuted for any other misdemeanor whatsoever.] 
It was upon that occasion that Sir Tletcher 
Norton, the patron of privilege, declared in 
the house, that, if he were a judge in Westmin- 
ster-hall, he should regard afvote of the House 
of Commons no more than a resolution of a 
company of drunken porters. — To shew us his 
politeness, he preserves his style j — to shew ub 
his morality^, he changes his opinion. 

The House of Lords have not been less 


pliant in surrendering the rights of the peer- 
age, whenever it has suited the purposes of 



They joined heartily in the vote 
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abovemerttioned, and when they were called 
upon to support that enormous violation of all 
law, truth, and reason, which was perpetrated 
by the House of Commons in the case of the 
Middlesex election, they gave up that recipro- 
cal check and controul by which the balance 
between the three estates can alone be pre- 
served, and were content to bury their own 
privileges under tlie ruins of the constitution. — 
The influence of the crown over the resolu- 
tions of both houses continues to operate with 
equal force, though now it assumes a different 
appearance. The liberty of the press, besides 
giving a daily personal offence to the Princess 
of Wales, must always be formidable, there- 
fore always odious to such a government as 
the present. Prosecutions had been attempted 
Avithout success. The privilege of parliament 
which had been so shamefully surrendered 
to answer one miriisterial purpose, must now 
be as violently asserted to answer another. 
[The ministry are of a sudden grown wonder- 
fully careful of privileges which their predeces* 
sors were as ready to invade. The known laws 
of the land, the rights of the subject, the 
sanctity of charters, and the reverence due to 
our magistrates, must all giye way, without 
question or resistance, to a privilege of which 
no man knows either the origin or the extent. 
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The House of Commons judge of their own 
privileges without appeal : — they may take of- 
fence at the most innocent action, and imprison 
the person, who offends them, durifig their ar- 
bitrary will and pleasure. The party has no 
remedy ; — he cannot appeal from their juris- 
diction; and if he questions the privilege, which 
he is supposed to have violated, it becomes an 
aggravation of his offence. Surely, Sir, this 
doctrine is not to be found in Magna Charta. 
If it be admitted without limitation, I affirm 
that there is neither law nor liberty in this 
kingdom. We are the slaves of the House of 
Commons, and, through them, we are the slaves 
of the king and his ministers.^ 

The mode in which the house have pro- 
ceeded against the city magistrates can neither 
be reconciled to natural justice, nor even tO 
the common forms of decency. — They begin 
with shutting their doors against all strangers^ 
the usual name by which they describe their 
constituents. Some of their debates appear in 
the public papers. The offence, if any, is cer- 
tainly not a new one. V^e have the debates as 
regularly preserved as the journals of parlia- 
ment*; nor can there be any honest reason for 

* Grey’s Collection of Debates, in ten volumes, was 
vp'lblished under the direction of the late Arthur Onslow, 
-Ssq. 
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concealing them. Mr. Onslow however thinks 
it necessary to persecute the press, and the 
House of Commons is mean enough to take 
part in his caprices. Lord North, who had so 
lately rewarded the Reverend Mr. Scot with 
the best living in the king’s gift for heap- 
ing invectives equally dull and virulent upon 
some of the most respectable characters in 
the kingdom, is now shameless enough to 
support a motion against the liberty of the 
press with the whole influence of the crown. 
[That their practice might be every way con- 
formable to their principles, the house pro- 
ceeded to advise the crown to publish a procla- 
mation universally acknowledged to be illegal. 
Mr. Moreton publicly protested against it before 
it was issued j and Lord Mansflcld, though not 
scrupulous to an extreme, speaks of it with 
horror. It is remarkable enough that the very 
men who advised the proclamation, and who 
hear it arraigned every day both within doors 
and without, are not daring enough to utter 
one word in its defence, nor have they ventured 
to take the least notice of Mr. "VVilkes for dis- 
charging the persons apprehended under it.] 
The pretended trial of the lord mayor and 
Mr. Oliver resembled the dark business of a 
Spanish inquisition, rather than the fair pro- 
ceedings of an English court of judicature. 



376 


MISCELLANEOUS 


These gen|:Jeinen as magistrates had nothing to 
regard but the obligation of their oaths, and 
the execution of the Jaws. If they were con- 
vinced that the speaker’s warrant was not a 
legal authority to the messenger, it necessarily 
followed that, when he was charged upon oath 
with a breach of the peace, they must hold 
him to bail. They had no option. Yet how 
have they been treated ? Their judges had 
been partially summoned by treasury man- 
dates pressing attendance, and demanding a 
vote of condemnation. They were tried and 
condemned at. midnight, without being heard 
by themselves or their counsel on the only point 
on which their justification could possibly de- 
pend. — In short, Sir, a question, strictly of 
jurisdiction, was referred to numbers, and car- 
ried like a common ministerial measure. Their 
next step was to force the lord mayor’s clerk, 
by the terror of a prison, to evase the record of 
a judicial proceeding, held regularly before the 
chief magistrate of the city. Lord North him- 
self made the motion, and declared that the 
constitution could not be sa^e, until it was car- 
ried into effect. They then resolved that all 
prosecutions for the assault (which, though 
charged upon oath, they call a pretended one) 
should be stopped. I wish that grave and 
sober men would consider, independently of 
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the other questions before us, how far this par- 
ticular precedent may extend; If the House 
of Commons may interpose, in a single instance, 
between the spbject, who complains, and the 
laws, which ought to protect, I see no reason 
why they may not, at any time, by their vote, 
stop the whole course of justice through the 
kingdom. Besides the injury done to the sub- 
ject, their granting a noli prosequi is in effect 
an incroachment upon the royal prerogative *. 

Many circumstances of insult have been 
mixed with these measures of violence.—* Their 
pretended lenity to the lord mayor, which he 
nobly refused to accept of, amounted only to 
an offer of the garrets of the house for the place 
of his confinement instead of the Tower j and, 
though it be of less moment, it is still worth 

* The following is a copy of the minutes of the House of 
Commons, of Marcli 20i \ 77 \, here referred tOw 

That James Morgan, clerk of the lord mayor, do at the 
table expunge the minutes taken before the lord mayor, re- 
lative to the messenger of this house, giving security for his 
appearance at the next general quarter sessions of the peace ; 
and he accordingly at the table expunged the same. 

Motion made, and question proposed. 

That no other prosecution, suit, or proceeding, be com- 
menced, or carried on for, or on account of the said pre- 
tended assault, or false imprisonment. 

It passed in the affirmative, edit. 
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observing, that the indignity offered to the city 
is aggravated by the time expressly chosen for 
imprisoning their chief magistrate. Not con- 
tent with interrupting all city business, they 
fixed upon Easter, because it is the chief city 
festival, and found a contemptible gratification 
in putting a stop to the amusements usual at 
this season, and depriving a public charity of 
the customary collections, which they knew 
must be reduced to nothing by the absence of 
the lord mayor. 

Nothing remained but to keep up a terror 
and alarm through the kingdom by appointing 
committees of inquiry. This double star cham- 
ber was moved for long after midnight, and 
lists partially sent round by the messengers of 
the treasury. — Where will these arbitrary, in- 
iquitous proceedings end? The ministry, I 
doubt not, have a plan prepared, but it is such 
a one, as they neither dard^ openly avow, nor 
uniformly adhere to. One day they appoint 
committees of inquisition to sit de die in diem; 
•—the next thing we hear is that the committees 
are adjourned, and the Members of them dis- 
persed into the country. — After advising the 
king, very unnecessarily, to go to parliament, 
come to him, while his equipage is in wait- 
ing, contradict their own advice, and endeavour 
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to stagger his resolution, at the moment when 
he has most occasion for it. They alone are 
answerable for all the indignities heaped upon 
the king’s person, since they could not but fore- 
see, that the people would take the earliest op- 
portunity of resenting the imprisonment of their 
magistrates. 

When the Princess of Wales was named in 
the House of Commons, where was that zeal, 
which some people boast of, for their royal 
master? The mother of their sovereign was 
branded by name, as the authoress of all our 
calamities, and the assertion passed without 
censure or contradiction. 

Sir, I most truly lament the condition, to 
which we are reduced; and the more so, be- 
cause there is but one remedy for it, and that 
remedy has been repeatedly refused. — A dis- 
solution of the parliament would restore tran- 
quillity to the fieople, and to the king the 
affections of his subjects : the present House of 
Commons have nothing to expect but contempt, 
detestation, and resistance. This violent state 
of things cannot long continue. Either the 
laws and constitution must be preserved by a 
dreadful appeal to the sword ; or (what proba- 
bly is intended by the present system of mea- 
sures), the people will grow weary of their con- 
dition, and surrender every thing into the king’s 
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hands, rather than submit to be trampled upon 
any longer by five hundred of their equals. 

A WHIG* 

* The passages in this letter which are placed within 
brackets, are retranscribcd by the author, and added as 
notes to his letter xliv. published in his own edition under 
the signature of Junius; where the reader will still find 
them. 

Tlie messengers were indicted in defiance of the resolu- 
tions of the House of Commons, and true bills were found 
against them, but further proceedings were stopped by the 
attorney-general entering a noli 'prosequi. As the arguments 
urged by Mr. Adair, who was of counsel for the printers, on 
shewing cause against this measure, are extremely curious, 
and not generally known, we shall subjoin them for the in- 
formation of the reader, and for the better elucidation of this 
and other letters upon the subject of this important dispute. 

Mr. Adair, in pursuance of notice, attended the attorney- 
general, Mr. De Grey, on the 17 th of May, 177l> and after 
the indictment and an affidavit of the defendant had been 
read, spoke as follows: — 

It requires no arguments to shew, that though the en- 
tering a noli jorosequi on prosecutions at the suit of the king 
only, is an undoubted prerogative of the crown ; yet like all 
other prerogatives, it is intended for the general good of the 
subject, and not for the hindrance or interruption of public 
justice. 

It is indeed a discretionary power, but it is to be ex- 
ercised not according to an arbitrary but a sound and legal 
discretion. It is for this reason, Sir, that it is not left to the 

1 

wanton caprice of a favourite, 01 the arbitrary will of a mi- 
to be executed at pleasure, but it is deposited as a 
pnblic trust in the hands of the attorney*general, that the 

exercise 
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LETTER XCVI. 

For the Public yldvertiser. 

15 Aprils 177i . 

TO THE EARL OF SUFFOLK, 


MY LORD, 

The singularity of your late conduct 
seemed to claim some attention from the pub- 

exercise of it may be directed by his knowledge of the laws 
iiind constitution of the kingdom. 

“ Many reasons may be suggested why this power should 
be most sparingly exercised in cases of prosecution by in- 
dictment. 

Though the king’s name is necessarily used as the ge- 
neral guardian of the laws, there is another party concerned 
in indictments, the injured party, who is for the most part 
the real, as the king is the nominal prosecutor. 

“ The practice too of entering a voli pi osequi on indict- 
ments is but of modern jdate. 

“ In the case of Goddard and Smith in the 6th Illod. 
262, Holt, chief justice, said, ^ He had known it thought 
very hard tliat the attorney-general should enter noli prose- 
qui upon indictments, and that it began first to be practised 
in the latter end of King Charles the Second’s reign, and 
he ordered precedents to be searched, if any were, in Mr. 
Attorney Palmer of Nottingham’s time; and at another day 
he declared, that in all King Charles the First's time there 
was no precedent of a noli prosequi on an indictment. 

1 therefore submit to you, that (sitting here to deter- 
mine upon the application of a power so recent in its com- 
mencement, 
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lie, which you do not, I presume, think you 
have entirely escaped : but since by their silence 

mencement, and of which we are told by so respectable an 
authority, that it has been looked upon as a hardship in it> 
self), you will require the most cogent reasons to induce 
you to exert it upon this or any other occasion. 

“ Those reasons must arise either from the conduct of 
tlie prosecutor, the personal situation and circumstance of 
the defendant, or the subject matter of the prosecution. 

‘‘ 1 do not find from the affidavit of the defendant, which 
is the only information I have had of the grounds of his ap- 
plication to you, that he complains of any particular hard- 
ship or oppression, arising either from unnecessary delay, 
unusual rigour, or any other misconduct in the prosecutor: 
he must therefore expect the extraordinary interposition of 
the prerogative in his behalf in this instance either from 
something peculiarly favourable in his personal situation, 
which entitles him to the protection of the crown, or from 
the charge against him being totally groundless and unfit to 
be discussed in a court of justice. 

“ As to the first of these points, if we consider Mr. 
WTiittam not being a magistrate’s constable, or any other 
officer intrusted with the execution of the laws, but acting 
merely in a private capacity, as wantonly assaulting one of 
the king’s subjects, in his own house, who was not even ac- 
cused of any crime, and violently attempting to deprive him 
of his liberty; if I say we conside” him in this point of view, 
he can hardly ^be thought a fit object of the royal favour and 
protection : but if we view him in the light in which he has 
thoaght proper to place himself by his own affidavit, he will 
be ^und, if possible, still less ^titled to . that exertion of 
prerogative for which he has applied. He tells you. Sir, that 
; he is a messenger of the House of Commons, that in that 

character. 
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they either think you superior to shame, or be- 
low the dignity of revenge, I cannot help giving 


character, and acting under the express orders and authority 
of that house, he did the fact with which he is charged in 
the indictment. Does he mean, Sir, that you should consi- 
der this as a reason for granting a noli 'prosequi ? When was 
it heard before that an exertion of prerogative was neces- 
sary to support the authority and privileges of the House of 
Commons? When was that house known to sue to the ser- 
vants of the crown to screen their ollicers from the laws, or 
protect them from the indignation of an inconsiderable 
printer? 

“ I believe when any of their privileges have been really 
invaded, they have never been found wanting either in power 
or inclination to support them ; and 1 am satisfied that if the 
house were now sitting, Mr. Whittam would not have dared 
to make an application so manifestly tending to expose their 
privileges and authority to rklicule and contempt. But, Sir, 
I am persuaded that the honour and dignity of the House of 
Commons are safe in your hands, and that you will suffer no 
act to proceed from you that can throw even au oblique im- 
putation upon them. 

“ If there is for these reasons nothing in Mr. Whittam’s 
personal situation, or circumstances, which can entitle him 
to an extraordinary interposition in his favour, it remains 
only to be considered whether any motive can be suggested 
from the subject-matter of the prosecution to induce you to 
put a stop to it by an exertion of the royal prerogative. 

The charge set forth in the indictment, and not denied 
by the defendant’s affidavit, is for assaulting and imprisoning 
the prosecutor, Mr. Miller. It will not be contended that 
there appears any thing upon the face of the indictment 
oppressive, illegal, unfit to come before a court of justice, or 

wliich 
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to them what I owe on this occasion, which, 
had I only considered the gratification of a 


which affords any motive whatsoever for granting the noli 
prosequi; the reason, therefore, if any must arise from the 
matters set forth by the defendant’s affidavit. The affidavit 
states, that the defendant is one of the messengers of the 
House of Commons; that the speaker’s warrant for appre- 
hending the prosecutor was issued by order of the house, 
and that in consequence thereof, the defendant, to whom 
the warrant was delivered, did make the arrest with wliich 
he is charged in the indictment, and that he used no violence 
in so doing other than seizing Mr. Miller by the arm as is 
usual in arrests. 

I apprehend it is not incumbent upon me here to con- 
sider, as I submit it is not competent for you. Sir, to deter- 
mine in this summary manner, whether the matters here set 
forth do or do not amount to a good defence, or legal justi- 
fication, We are not now to try the cause; but you. Sir, I 
am confident, will not interpose the prerogative of the king 
to prevent our trying it in the regular course before the pro- 
per jurisdiction, unless the prosecution as it now appears 
before you, is so clearly and manifey;ly groundless, and un- 
fit for discussion in a court of law, that it would be an abuse 
and mockery of public justice to bring it to a trial. If the 
authority under which Mr. Whittam alleges himself to have 
acted was not competent to authorise the fact which he 
committed, or if that authority never was in fact delegated 
to him, in either of those cases the prosecution is well 
founded in law. If any doubt or question can be raised on 
either of these points, it is not so clearly groundless as to 
justify the putting a stop to it by prerogative before those 
questions are legally determined. 

It might well be questioned, whether the House of 

Commons 
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passion, I should have sooner done. I own I 
now do it with some distrust of my own abili- 


Commons has any power by the laws or constitution of this 
kingdom to authorize the issuing of such a warrant as that 
un«^r colour of which Mr. Miller was apprehended. 

“ It might be said, and supported too by tlie greatest au- 
thorities, that they cannot by any act of theirs singly, create 
any new power or privilego^to themselves. That there was 
a time when they evidently neither possessed nor claimed 
any such power as that in question; and when the authority 
of an act of parliament was thought necessary to punish even 
so undeniable a breach of privilege, as the assaulting the 
person of a member attending upon his duty in parliament. 
The statute, Sir, which 1 liere allude to, is the llth of H. 
VI. c. 11. which was made to extend the provisions of 5th 
H, IV. c, 0\ for punishment of assaults on the servants of mem- 
bers of parliament when attending on their masters in their 
duty, to the persons of the members themselves. It might 
be urged, that the power in question has never been given 
them by any act of parliament, and that if there ever was a 
time when they did not possess it, they can by no othei 
means have legally acquired it. All this and much more 
might be said, if it were necessary to dispute the authority 
of the House of Commons to issue the warrant for the rom- 
niitment of Mr. Miller; but it is sufficient for me at present 
to contend, that whether they had, or had not the power, 
they never did in fact give the defendant any authority 
whatsoe\er to make the arrest in question. 

“ The warrant, Sir, under colour of which Mr. Whittam 
acted, is a warrant purporting to be issued in pursuance of 
an order of the House of Commons, and signed Fletcher 
Norton, speaker. But, §ir, the order of the house, as it is 
recited in the warrant itself, is for taking Mr. Miller into 
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ties, in doing justice to the undertaking. Your 
lordship must be aware that it is generally a 


the custody of the scrjcantat arms, or his deputy; and Mr. 
Whittam is described in the direction of the very same war- 
rant to be neither the one nor the other of these. No au- 
thority whatsoever can be conveyed to Mr. Whittam by vir- 
tue of an order, in wliich he is not named, and which parti- 
cularly points out certain persons, in contradiction from all 
others. 'J'his warrant, therefore (so far as it relates to Mr. 
Whittam), appears to be issued by the speaker, merely of 
his own authority, unauthorized by any order of the House 
of Commons. Has the speaker any power to commit, un- 
less he derives it from the orders of the house? If he has 
not, which must be granted, he is bound strictly and lite- 
rally to pursue that order which creates his authority: as fai 
as he exceeds it, lie acts without authority himself, and most 
clearly can convey none to any other person. Mr, Whit- 
tain, therefore, in this case, acting without any legal autho- 
rity whatever, in the arrest of the prosecutor, a prosecution 
grounded upon tlnit cannot be considered as totally void ol‘ 
foundation. But supposing for a moment that the prosecu- 
tion was frivolous and ill-grounded,' ! submit that that alone 
vrould not be a reason for the extraordinary interposition of 
the crown. 11 it would in this case, it must in every other; 
every defendant who fancied Jiimself unjustly prosecuted 
would apply lor protection to the crown; and almost every 
indictment must first he tried by the attorney-general before 
it could come regularly into a court of justice. I presume 
you will conceive it was not for these purposes that thi^ 
prerogative was vested in your hands; and that there must 
appear some strong reasons peculiar to the case to shew why 
it is improper and unfit for public discussion, besides merely 
tliat of the prosecution being ill-grounded, to induce you to 

make 
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inattei" of some degree of delicacy to undertake 
the discussion of any part or system of politics, 

make this extraordinary interposition. I submit to you, 
Sir, with great deference, that there appears no sucli reasons 
in this case. Every motive of* policy and prudence seems to 
weigh on tlio other side. The question to be tried is the 
most important that can well be conceived. The privileges 
of the House of Commons on the one side, and the liberties 
of the people of England on the other, arc said to be mate- 
rially affected. Perhaps indeed it might have been wished 
that this great question had never been started, or brought 
to the public view, issuing the warrant in question. Put 
when it has been already so much agitated, and has engrossed 
the attention of the public, it seems necessary, for the satis- 
faction and quiet of the kingdom, that it should proceed to 
a solemn and legal determination in a court of justice. If, 
therefore, Sir, the House of Commons liad no authority by 
law to authorise Mr, Whittam to make the arrest upon the 
prosecutor, or if, in fact, no authority was delegated to Iiim, 
in either of these cases he has illegally assaulted an innocent 
man, and deprived him of his liberty; and the entering a 
noli prosequi would be no obstruction of public justice. If 
on the other hand the House of Commons had a legal au- 
thority, and regularly delegated the execution of it to Mr. 
Whittam, the public should be convinced of it by a discus- 
sion and determination in a court of law. And the granting 
the noli prosequi in that case would tend to mislead many 
people into an opinion that it was done to screen an offender 
from the laws, who had no legal justification in a court of 
justice: I therefore submit to you. Sir, for these reasons, that 
you, as attorney-general, will not think proper in this case 
to grant a noli prosequi, 

Mr, Attorney-General, Do you produce any evidence?’* 

C C 2 Mr^ 
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as it is of some difficulty to avoid the share ot‘ 
imputations which are indiscriminately thrown 

Mr. Adair. ‘‘ We offer no other evidence than what 
appears in the affidavit of the defendant himself, and the 
warrant to which it refers.” 

Mr. Atlorney-^General. “ You are extremely right in 
this that it is not at all a fit thing for the- attorney-general to 
try either the fact upon which the defendant is indicted, or 
to determine the law. The only question is this, whether it 
is fit for the king to interpose as the prosecutor of this of- 
fence.^ That, I take it, should be the ground of your argu- 
ment, and the point upon wliich I expected satisfaction. 
The affidavit itself states the messenger of the House of 
Commons to be acting under the authority of the House 
of Commons ; and if this was the only way in which that 
question could be brought before a court of law, I should 
be obliged to give an opinion whether it ought, or whethci 
it ought not. 

“ The only point I have to consider is, whether it be tit 
for the name of the crown to appear in prosecuting one 
who appears to be the messenger of the House of Com- 
mons, and to be armed by the autJiority of that house for 
doing the very thing he has done under the orders of the 
house ? I don't mean to pass over the objection which has 
been made, that the speaker of the house, by orders of the 
house, directing the warrant to a person not named in such 
order, whether that order extends only to arresting the 
prosecutor, and taking him into the custody of the serjeant at 
arms, or his deputy: I dare say I take Mr. Adair’s objec- 
tion perfectly right ; the order of the house is for taking 
him into the custody of the serjeant at arms or his deputy; 
and the objection is, that the person in whose custody the 
prosecutor was originally taken, is neither the serjeant at 
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on all who submit their anonymous opinions to 
the public. Though these reproaches may fall 

arms, or his deputy ; and the doubt you raise upon it is, 
whether the speaker of the Iloute of Commons can autho- 
rize anotlier person to arrest and bring liim into tlie custody 
of the Serjeant at arms, or his deputy; for the serjeant at 
arms, or his deputy, is the proper and the oniy custody 1 
know of belonging to the house, and the gentleman’s argu- 
ment is, that in point of the arrest it cannot bo made with- 
out the serjeant, or deputy serjeant, with respect to the orders 
of the House of Commons, and the direction of the uai rant 
by the speaker, which is a question of Jaw to be sure. It 
has been constant in point of practice for the messengers to be 
employed (in the orders of the house, and for other thnn mes- 
sengers to be employed ) upon the very same occasion. There 
is nothing so constant as the messengers all to be employed; 
there are some few instances where more than the messen- 
gers have been employed upon these occasioui*. The diffi- 
culty upon it was, whether they should or not he inserted 
in the warrant; or whether if they were not inserted in the 
warrant, it could be construed under the general <lesciiption 
of the serjeant at arms? or his deputy ; or whether that au- 
thority could go to warrant those which might be appointt d 
by the serjeant at arms, or his deputy, upon that occasion. It 
was thought more proper to make a warrant directed lo the 
person to be employed, tliough it was mentioned in the orders 
of the house that the custody was to be that of the serjeant at 
arms, or his deputy, according to the usual form of their orders. 

“ But the only point for me to consider is, how far it is 
fit the king should be the prosecutor of a servant of the 
House of Commons in the exertion of a privilege which 
they now claim, which they have claimed for ages, and 
have been in the possession of for ages, and that the king 

should 
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on those whose names would give some credit 
to their assertions, yet while they adopt the 


should bo brouglit into a proceeding against the servant of 
the Iioiise as a prosecutor. The noli prosequi is called a 
prerogative right of the crown ; it amounts to no more than 
this, that the king makes his election whether he will con- 
tinue or not to be the prosecutor upon an indictment, and 
the 7ioli prosequi is entered in the same words in case of the 
crown as of a private person. The entry upon the record 
is exactly the same by the attorney-general as by a private 
plaintifi' upon record in any civil suit. 

“ I did expect that you would have given me some rea- 
son for entertaining an opinion, that it was decent and fit 
for the crown to continue and stand forth as a prosecutor 
for the messenger of tlie House of Commons acting under 
their direction, in maintenance of a privilege they have 
claimed and held so long. That is the only point I put it 
upon. The affidavit as made by the defendant makes it 
necessary to consider him as an officer of the house. 

“ 1 did not indeed expect any disputes upon it, or that it 
would be put upon so small a ground: the reason I ex- 
pected was, that it was becoming ah officer of the crown, 
in the name of the crown, to continue a prosecution by the 
crown against the messenger of the House of Commons 
acting under the authority of the House of Commons.’^ 

Mr. Adair expressing a doubt whether it would be 
proper for him to make any rep.y to this, the attorney-ge- 
neral said he should be glad to hear him. 

Mr, Adair, With regard to what you have suggested, 
it is true the entry upon record is the same in the case of 
the crown as of a private person, yet in a prosecution by 
indictment the crown is not solely concerned. To make 
|he case exactly similar, it should be an information ex 

officio^ 
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common jnethod of hirelings, their writings 
must expect the same treatment. With what- 


officlOy or any other really and truly a crown proseu ution, 
and then the entering noli proaetjiii upon that, would be the 
same as upon private actions. But in the case of indict- 
ments the king being in fact a nominal prosecutor, though 
his name is necetsary, and the injured party being the true 
prosecutor, who a[)plics to the laws of his country for justice 
against the offender, who has violated those laws and parti- 
cularly injured him ; if in that case the king puts a .stop to 
this prosecution by withdrawing his name from it, it is the 
same in effect, though not in form, as if he sent his man- 
date, and said that prosecution should not go on : because 
if he withdraws his name from it, that prosecution cannot 
by the laws go any further, the prosecutor himself cannot 
proceed in his own name; the withdrawing that name has 
the same eflect as the actual interposition of prerogative by 
the attorney-general, and operates the same as a pardon. 
Mr. Whittam being alleged to have acted under the autho- 
rity of the House of Commons, to have had a warrant di- 
rected to him; the (picstion is not whether the warrant is 
legal or not, but whePlier it is proper for the crown to put 
a stop to that prosecution, and whether the privileges ol‘ 
the House of Commons being said to be concerned, any in- 
terposition of the crown be necessary to support their au- 
thority. If Whittam has acted in pursuance of* the orcun- 
of the house, if those orders are such as the hou.se has a 
competent authority to make, 1 submit that it cannot be a 
doubt that that matter pleaded or brouglit in a regular 
manner before a court of justice would be a sufficient de- 
fence. If the courts of law are of opinion that the house 
has that authority, and that it was regularly delegated to 

Whittam^ 
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ever circumstances any object of my notice 
might be attended, I should expect criticism, 

Wliittam, they would necessarily be of opinion to acquit 
him ; and upon that ground there appears to be no neces- 
sity for the crown withdrawing itself from a prosecution, 
which by no possible means can prove oppressive or inju- 
rious to the defendant. If he has acted under a legal au- 
thority, he must be legally acquitted in a court of justice. 
But if the authority is not sufficient, or not regularly con- 
veyed, it is proper, for the sake of justice and the liberty of 
the subject, that judgment should be pronounced upon it 
in a court of law. 1 believe the prosecutor does not con- 
tend, that the defendant has been guilty of that kind of 
ofience, for which he means to prosecute him with any 
rigour ; he don't mean to oppress him, or proceed for the 
sake of punishment only; whether it is five pounds or five 
thousand is indifferent to him; the only thing he wishes is 
to have the question decided by a legal competent jurisdic- 
tion. If it comes regularly before the court, though per- 
haps upon this indictment it could not, but if it does, the 
question is, whether the speaker of the House of Commons 
had a sufficient legal authority to authorize that arrest, or 
whether the defendant has actually acted under that autho- 
rity, such as it was; and I submit to your consideration, 
whether, upon that point, such interposition appears to be 
necessary in this case, either upon behalf of the .defendant, 
or of the privilege of the House of Commons.*’ 

Mr, Attonicij-Gc7ieraL I don’t put it upon the tender- 
ness to Mr. Whittara, or the point of privilege of the 
House of Commons, but merely upon the foot of decency, 
as the circumstance of the crown caking a part in the prose- 
cution (which they must do if they go on with it) against 

the 
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and I hope I could bear it with temper. I can- 
not however help considering it as a lucky cir- 
cumstance, that the first j)roducLion I ever 
ventured to give to the public excludes the 
possibility of any imputation, as the actions I 
shall condemn admit not the possibility of de- 
fence. Before I arraign your subsequent con- 
duct, which I mean to do pretty freely, I must 
admire the simple candour with which yon have 
dcciared yourself without principle. Jn the 
most dostructi\e administrations, composed of 
men perhaps more profligate than your lordship, 
care has generally been taken to save, in somo 
measure, appearances with the public; and al- 
though the destruction of this constitution has 
been pretty clearly their object, they have never 
ventured openly to avow it: even the Duke of 
Grafton did not condemn his own ))rinciplcs, 
though he avowed and gloried in such measures 
as no man with principle could undertake. 
Your lordship is the first man who ever saved 
otheitS the trouble of accusation. Your protests 
must remain to all posterity a monument of 

tJie messenger of the House of Commons, acting mulcr the 
authority of the warrant of the speaker, pursuant to an 
order of the house/' 

Mr. De Grey, the attorney-general, was afterwards 
chief justice of the common pleas, and Mr. Adair, .‘subse- 
quently, recorder of London, edit. 
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your infamy; and one would almost imagine 
you designed they should. You are young, my 
lord: you thought it was necessary for a man 
of fashion to engage in public business; and as 
some of your private connections happened to 
be in opposition, you went with the stream, and 
opposed. Apparently attached to that party, 
you perhaps thought it a civility to adopt and 
pursue their measures, whatever they were, of 
0})position; and your vanity was afterwards 
tickled with an ofier from administration which 
your civility would not permit yoii to refuse. 
You did not I'eflcct, or perhaps you did not 
know, that you was catching at an object which 
was not attended even with the usual appearance 
of honour; and you did not then consider (for I 
am sure you must now recollect), that you was 
attaching yourself tomen from whose connection 
that protest, which will now be transmitted 
down with ridicule to your posterity, ought to 
have excluded you for ever; — or perhaps to 
speak more fairly or more fashionably,* you 
thought the force of such declarations was no 
longer of consequence when the purpose w^as 
answ'ered for which they were made. — These 
reasons are so much below a school-boy, that I 
am sure your lordship would not be willing to 
allege them; and if you have in the world a 
friend, he will not wish you should: but un- 
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happily friendsliip is not one of those ruling 
objects which you have been solicitous to pre- 
serve, however foi tunate you msiy Jonnerlij have 
been in obtaining it. — The man who without 
honour to support any administration from prin- 
ciple, has stiil craft enougli to betray all, may 
perhaps be solicited by every successive minis- 
ter, or perhaps their credulity may be deceiv^ed 
into his friemlsliip; but the poor, untaught vil- 
lain, wlio can neither support with consistency, 
nor betray with deeenc)’, will be desjnsed by 
those whom he deserted, and ridiculed by the 
very men to whom he has made so caj)ital a 
surrender. Your lordship, 1 believe, sees with 
some uneasiness the truth of the observation, 
and 1 will give y^our conscience credit for the 
feelings it must produce j I would therefore 
consider you, what you seem willing to be con- 
sidered, an object of pity rather than of re- 
proach. The situation in which you ajjpeared 
before a whole House of Peers, and the trial 
you then underwent, might be an object of 
triumph to some men; but I hope all heart.-* 
were not shut to the feelings of compassion. 
I am willing only to extend reproach to those 
who seem proud of receiving it. The criminal 
who is executed at the gallows ought not to 
excite the anger, much less the exultations of 
the public, whom he has defrauded j but the 
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villain who has seduced him to the commission 
of the crime for which he suffers, and who 
glories in his impudence, has a claim to all we 
can give him — our detestation and our curses. 
The comparison I think you understand, and I 
believe you have sensibility enough to feel it ; 
indeed you testified it sufficiently to those who 
could observe you wished to justify, or at least 
to excuse so extraordinary a change of princi- 
ples and conduct; your courage forsook you, 
and you did not dare to rise. The Duke of 
Grafton, when he deserted those principles and 
those connections to which every sqjiUment of 
honour ought to have allied and bound him, 
seemed happily to have lost all that mauvaise 
honte with which young adventurers like his 
grace were usually attended, and he creditably 
told us, that he gloried in his situation. Your 
lordship’s prostitution was not attended with 
those peculiar circumstances which attended 
his ; you felt the sacrifice you had made, your 
conscience forced your silence, and every man 
was confounded; administration looked for a 
notable advocate, but were deceived wdth a re- 
proach which cut them to the quick. For your 
own sake, my lord, let me advise you to consi- 
der your own plan, and 'et me appeal to your 
understanding for its acquittal. Your situation 
by birth is such as put it in your own power to 
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i>ave acquitted yourself in life respectably, and 
your connection with such men as Lord Rock* 
ingham, Sir George Saville, the Duke of Port- 
land, and the Duke of Richmond, were no dis- 
grace to you. Was your fortune encumbered 
with debt, or sold through extravagance? Had 
you a numerous family to provide for, whose 
suppoi’t you could not command from your own 
establishment? Had administration reverted its 
order of governing, and given you any security 
for the preservation of our rights and redress 
of our grievances? — If any private assurance of 
this sort hijs been given you, 1 shall think your 
conduct has been consistent, though it will still 
be disgraceful, with respect to your I'ricnds in 
opposition. You will not answer any ol“ thes(‘ 
questions in the affirmative; nor is it necessary 
you should answer them at all. The two lirst 
propositions I know' to be false. The third, if 
it had existed, would before this time have been 
declared. Thus we see a hopeful young peer 
possessed of an independent Ibrtnne, with an 
only child, a daughter, connected with the most 
honourable characters in this kingdom, prosti- 
tuting his honour, and every valuable consider- 
ation of the public, for that of an office, inde- 
pendent even of those sweet allurements which 
could, one would imagine, make the bitter pill 
go <lown. Por shame, my lord, to throw your- 
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self away under such circumstances at the dis- 
cretion of such an administration! Had you, 
like poor Whateley, been reduced from a state 
of independence, to the humiliating necessity 
of soliciting your support from administration, 
our reproach would be only turned against 
those who creditably took advantage of such a 
situation, and gratified themselves with the 
purchase of an honest man’s reputation; and 
though we congratulated them on the acquisition 
which they had prudently secured, we should 
sincerely pity the object of their triumph. I 
am neither surprised nor shocked at^any incon- 
sistency in Mr. Wedderburnc; his profession 
sets his principles at auction, and it is reason- 
able that the highest bidder should command 
them: but that the Eail of Suffolk shoidd act 
such a part, I own astonished me: a man who 
had every thing to lose, and nothing to gain by 
prostitution: that an independent peer of Eng- 
land should voluntarily pledge himself to his 
country for the exertion of evei‘y right and 
every power, with which the constitution had 
vested him for their service, and should after 
this betray every interest of the public, and de- 
sert that service; that he should in one session 
cepoatedly declare to this purport, if not to this 
t^our, that he would never hereafter be induced 
for any consideration to herd with men whom 
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he considered as enemies to their king and 
country, and in the next deliver over his con- 
science, liis riglit and his powers into their hands 
at tiieir discretion, and thereby include himself 
in every odious term of reproach which he had 
so liberally bestowed on them. There seems 
*;omething at least extraordinary in such con- 
duct; and wc are induced, witli some curiosity, 
to enquire, for God’s sake, Sir, from what con- 
sideration could Lord Suffolk be induced to 
take so strong a part with opj)osition, if he in- 
tended the next session to betray it? Or if he 
was then sincere in his attachmonts and his 
professions, what views could he have in desert- 
ing them? These arc reasonalde, and I think 
natural questions. We cannot but commiserate 
the mortifying state of human nature, wlien we 
are answered the truth, and informed of the cir- 
cumstances attending it. Had you, my lord, 
been entrapped, like poor York, by the prevail- 
ing force which was contained in the personal 
entreaties afid solicitations of Majesty, and liad 
your honour been seduced and struck into com- 
pliance, though we should abhor the act, wc 
should acquit at least you of the guilt; and you 
would have had a just claim to our pity, un- 
mixed with our contempt. But, my lord, what 
are we to say when we see a man in your lord- 
sliip's situation stooping to so humiliating a 
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consideration, as to entreat a connection in office 
with those very men whom you had before re- 
viled and despised? That you should, after be- 
ing answered with an air of superiority, that 
you was at least the third to be considered, 
that you should wait with patience and resigna- 
tion, and see three men successively refuse such 
a connection, and then accept it under such 
circumstances. The conclusion which we are 
to draw, I leave to your lordship’s feelings to 
determine; you have had time to reflect on 
your situation, and I would not wish to add 
more to embitter the sweets of office. Had 
this address appeared sooner, while you was 
fortuna dulci ehrius^ you would perhaps have 
laughed with Lord Sandwich at the undertak- 
ing of one who endeavoured to prove, that ho- 
nesty and virtue had any real existence. You 
would, like the Duke of Grafton, have perused it 
at your tea-table, and perhaps taken a pride, like 
Lord Hillsborough, that you was dignified with 
an enemy, though you had not like him pre- 
served a friend. But 1 think, my lord, a suffi- 
cient time is elapsed, during which some inter- 
vals of private reflection and remorse must have 
interfered, and the flattery of those who pur- 
chaaedtilnust have subsided; and left your con- 
sQtiace and Mr, Grenville to reproach you. For 
4iflill believe you to consist of that composition, 
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which without virtue enough to avoid prosti- 
tution, has still feeling enough to be ashamed 
of it. 

Yorhhircy 7 March, 1771. HENRICUS. 

[This letter has been misplaced, or would 
have appeared sooner.] 


LETTER XCVII. 

TO THE EARL OF SUFFOLK. 

.\iy LORI), 21 May, 1771. 

In my last address to your lordship, 
I spoke to your feelings. I thought your con- 
iluct was such as could afford no very pleasing 
reflection; and I readily believed that you was 
willing to consider the tenderness which had 
been preserved on the occasion with that silent 
gratitude which refined and delicate feelings 
must naturally suggest. It was acknowledged 
that Lord ,Si>fiblk acted without virtue or with- 
out reflection ; and I believe most men con- 
curred with me in supposing that you had 
feeling enough to be ashamed of a transac- 
tion, which you had not courage to avoid. 'I he 
resignation with which you seemed to submit 
to your ignominy was Some pledge of your de- 
licacy, if not of your integrity. You was 2)itied, 
VOL. HI. D D 
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I believe, by all mankind, and perhaps by some 
you were forgiven ; the transaction sunk, as 
it might be supposed you wished it should, in 
silence and obscurity. It was not, ^ believe, 
imagined that you would ever be found hardy 
enough to renew the consideration of an aifair, 
which every man who felt for you must wish 
to be forgotten. It was not conceived that 
so short a time would have reconciled you to 
a measure, which no man of understanding 
could view without ridicule. But we live in 
an age where no inconsistency is irreconcilable, 
and are governed by men with whom no vil- 
lainy is inconsistent. They have, I suppose, 
my lord, made a convert of your understanding 
as well as your integrity, and you may be in- 
debted to the piety of Lord SandwicJi for a 
system of ideas more conformable to the plan 
you have pursued. He may have taught you, 
that to repent of successful villainy is still 
greater folly than to preserve integrity. I con- 
gratulate you on the connection youhaveformed, 
and the acquisUion you have secured ; especially 
since you have lost nothing but your honour; a 
term “ more adapted to Roman barbarism than 
to the civilized regulations of English (I beg 
lUfdon) Scotch policy.” — Your lordship, I be- 
^ve, recollects the inconsistency which occa- 
sions this address. Your speech on the Duke 
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of Richmond’s motion in the House of Lords 
was a pretty remarkable adventure. — Had you 
contentedly and professedly resigned yourself 
without attempting to reconcile your present 
with your former system, your conduct, be- 
lieve me, would never have called out a second 
attack on so truly contemptible a being. It is 
the singular immodesty of your behaviour which 
I own has tempted me to expose you, as you 
are willing to be an object of public detesta- 
tion and disgust. There are few men, except 
Mr. Wedderburn and your lordship, who would 
have gone through the difficulty of exposing 
themselves to those who had such evidence 
against them, with that happy indifference 
which we have experienced from you both. 
To preferve the liypocrisy of patriotism, after 
you had openly made your compact with cor- 
ruption ; to profess consistency in adhering to 
the words of a protest, on the tenour of which 
your whole conduct is the grossest ridicule; 
and to possess the characteristical firmness of 
administration in reviving so ignominious a 
consideration, requires more courage and intre- 
pidity than most men have the good fortune to 
possess : but I allow your friend Wedderburn 
has out-stripped you. He has modestly ven- 
tured not only virtually, but directly to attack 

D D 2 



404 


MISCELLANEOUS 


opposition for measures which he himself con- 
ceded in promoting; and hears himself de-' 
spised, execrated, detested, without fear, and 
without anger. Let him excuse me when 1 
assure him, with some very allowable pride, 
that I do not think he has a claim to any no- 
tice beyond my advice to consider, that the 
power from whence he derives very superior 
abilities, will expect and must receive an ac- 
count to what purposes they have been em- 
ployed. — You will now perhaps ask me, in all 
the hypocritical simplicity of St. James’s, what 
part had I to act after making a traffic of my 
abilities which might not have given offence? 
I justified before all. mankind the protest which 
I had signed, and the pen of satire has been 
busy to condemn me. Had my condiitt been 
different, would it have been consistent ? Would 
it have been satisfactory? To this I must an- 
swer, — You had brought yofirsclf, my lord, into 
that odious situation, where you could neither 
retreat with decency, nor perseveVe with inte- 
grity; but to have retired from the curses of 
your countrymen would have been remembered, 
I believe, more to your credit as a man, if not 
as a minister ; but I make too great allowance 
I find for human nature. 1 have not reflected 
Hiat the only valuable consideration is interest; 
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and I have forgot that influence to which Mr. 
Yorke is indebted for' a very hazardous eter* 
nity. — For the future I shall learn to view 
things with less candour^ and observe villainy, 
if not without mortiflcation, at least without 
surprise. I shall now take my leave of your 
lordship, probably for ever: but I must con- 
gratulate you, my lord, on that ambition which 
has led you to inquire into those desirable 
arcana of a court, by which you have learned 
a sort of loyalty distinct from duty to his Ma- 
jesty, or affection to his family, by which you 
have found that it will be for your interest, and 
consequently for your honour, to attach your- 
self hereafter to meuj who, while they act di- 
rectly contrary to the interest of their coun- 
trymen, and indifferent with regard to their 
confidence or esteem, can hug themselves among 
the highest of mankind, and ridicule the con- 
temptible folly of those whose virtue has ex- 
cluded them from their share in the plunder of 
mankind. ' 


HENRICUS. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 28 June, 1771. 

In answer to the card repeatedly ad- 
dressed to Domitian *, he desires it may be ob- 
served that, although he has not altered his 
sentiments with regard to the Duke of Graf- 
ton, the case has not happened in which he 
thinks himself bound either by the letter or 
the spirit of his promise to the public. The 
duke is not first lord of the admiralty t, nor is 
he actually in any post in which patents can 
immediately be sold by himself ; or by Tommy 
Bradshaw, or by Miss Polly Bradshaw, who, 

* The following is a copy of the card 

19 Junty 1771. 

TO DOMITIAN^ 

In your second letter is this remarkable promise:— 
“ Tell the Duke of Graflon, that, if he shcuild dare to en- 
tertain the most distant thought of the admiralty, the whole 
sffiiir of Mine's patent sliall be revived, and published witli 
an accumulation of evidence. Fe at least shall be kept 
under. His Ciceronian eloquence shall not save him.” 

As the Duke of Grailon has got an higher and more 
lucrative o£Sce, it is expected by the public that you now 
JUl/SijfOur promise, edit. 

■f His grace had now rejoined the ministry, and held the 
office of lord privy seal. edit. 
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like the moon, lives upon the light of her 
brother’s countenance, and robs him of no 
small part of his lustre. — The fact was noto- 
rious. The sale of that patent to Mr. Hine, 
(the only man of merit whom the Duke of 
Grafton ever provided for,) so far from being 
denied, was publicly defended. Yet the House 
of Commons, who pretend to be the grand 
inquest of the nation, suffered this infamous 
breach of trust to pass by without censure or 
examination. For the present, therefore, it 
would answer no good purpose for Domitian to 
produce his evidence. But perhaps the day 
of inquiry is not far off. In the mean time to 
shew thS duke that Domitian does not speak 
at random, he begs leave to remind his grace 
that there are three such persons in the world 
as Ross, the agent, — Taylor, the house-builder; 
and Taylor's little boy. — Verbum sat. 

Domitian, upon the whole, thinks he may 
venture to leave the Duke of Grafton, or, (if 
there be one more odious, more base, and more 
contemptible person of rank in the kingdom) 
that he may safely leave them both to the care 
of Junius*. 

* He refers to Junius’s two letters to the Duke of 
Grafton, No. xlix and l. dates, June 22 and July 9 , 1 771. 
Vol. II. p. 242 and 240. epit. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIB, 5 July, 1771 . 

Events and characters of a similar 
nature recur so often within the compass of 
a few centuries, that history is in effect little 
more than a repetition. The scenes and names 
of the performers arc changed, but the fable 
is the same. — I was led to this observation by 
a passage I lately met with in a modern French 
author. The account he gives us of the Em- 
peror Valentinian the Third deserves our no- 
tice ; — “ Le premier soin de cette princesse fut 
d’inspirer a son fils I’liorreur de I’heresie et le 
respect pour I’eglise ; — qualites tres estimables 
dans un souverain, mais qui ne purent coiivrir 
le vice d’nne education molle et efleminee. Sa 
mere travailla plus a former sa croyance, que 
son esprit ni ses moeurs j aussi ftit-il toujours 
tr^s catholique, sans ctre jamais Chretien.” For 
the benefit of my Lord Suffolk, I shall give 
you a translation. Mr. Wheatley, I hear, has 
got the start of his master, and, with the help 
of a dictionary, may do it into English for him- 
self. “ The Princess Dowager made it her first 
care to inspire her son with horror against he- 
resy, and with a respect for the church j qua- 
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lities much to be esteemed in a sovereign, but 
not sufficient to conceal the defects of a soft 
effeminate education. His mother took more 
pains to form his belief, than cither his morals 
or his understanding, so that he was always an 
excellent catholic without ever being a Chris- 
tian.” I do not mean to apply the passage, 
but merely to save some future historian the 
trouble of drawing a new character. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

AN INNOCENT READER. 

LETTER C. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 16 Oct. 1771. 

If the pert youth who calls himself 
yl/i Old CorrcsporMent * y and who makes free 
with Junius, does not know the difference be- 
tween contaA and collismiy nor between the 
friction which produces the electrical powers, 

• A letter under this signature appeared in the Public 
Advertiser in answer to Junius, Letter lix. and was by 
him attributed to the late Mr. Fox. That Junius was in- 
clined to favour, or rather, in the words of the concluding 
paragraph of this essay, to spare Lord Holland, is obvious 
throughout these letters, but will be more particularly seen 
by a reference to Private Letter^ No. 5. 
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and the action of flint and steel which produce* 
sparks of fire, his ignorance must be deplorable. 
But what right has he to change the terms 
Why say contact when Junius says collision 
When this pert youth asks what virtue there is 
in Mr. Wilkes, I wish he would tell us what 
fire there is in flint and steel. It is action 
that makes them sparkle, and, if there be any 
thin- ’ combustible in the passions of Mr. Nash, a 
single spark may set him on fire. 

Again, .Junius admits the strict right of 
pressing seamen, but denies the king’s right 
to arm his subjects in general, excepting in the 
case of an invasion. This my pretty Black Boy 
calls a retractation of Junius’s first concession, 
and applies to his aged father for an old wo- 
man’s proverb. — Junius speaks of softening the 
symptoms of a disorder. The Black Boy changes 
the terms again, and destroys the allusion. The 
rest of his letter is of a piece with these in- 
stances; a misrepresentation of Junius, equally 
pert, false, and stupid. Ex his dtsce omnia. 

I know nothing of Junius, but I see plainly 
that he has designedly spared Lord Holland 
and his family. Whether Lord Holland be in- 
vulnerable, or whether Junius should be wan- 
^pnly provoked, are questions worthy the Black 
Boy's consideration. 


ANTI-FOX. 
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LETTER Cl. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 5 November, 1771. 

Junius, I see, l as got my Lord 
Mansfield upon the liip, and fairly driven the 
Scotch out of their discretion, and almost out 
of their senses. The change in the apparent 
position of their cheek-bones is very remark- 
able. The complacent, insidious smile has uni- 
versally given way to a ghastly grin of rancour 
and despair. Your correspondents Anti-Junius 
and One of the Bail actually foam at the mouth *. 

* The following are copies of the letters here alluded to, 
which certainly evince no small degree of acrimony 

TO THE PRINTEK OF THE I^UBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, I'iVou. 177L 

t 

You have inserted in your paper of Saturday last 
a short, but infamous, paragraph, addressed to Lord Chief 
Justice Mansfield’, and signed Junius, alleging that his lord- 
ship had admitted to bail a man at the intercc.^ision of three 
of bis countrymen, who Junius presumes is also a Scotch- 
man, 

Injustice to his lordship (although without his consent, 
approbation, or knowledge) I hereby declare, that he did 
not know who were the bail for Mr. Eyre, nor did any of 
them ever make any prior application to his lordship, nor 
were they personally acquainted with him, though ’tis pro- 
bable his lordship might have seen them on juries. I also 

declare. 
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But calling liar and scoundrel is no answer to 
Junius, tie did not assert that the thief was a 

declare, that Mr. Eyre is not a Scotchman, but an English- 
man ; and from what 1 can guess of Junius, he is worse 
than either, viz. an Irishman, a liar, and a Jesuit. 

None of the three gentlemen who bailed Mr. Eyre over 
saw him till the morning they went to Lord Mansfield’s at 
Cane Wood to bail him. This they did purely to oblige an 
intimate friend who was connected with him by marriage, 
without any other motive whatsoever. 

Whether the noble lord, whose very great abilities have 
brought upon him, though unjustly, the envy and malice of 
such assassins as .Junius, was right or wrong I leave to the 
learned in the law to defend, and have no doubt his lordship 
has acted in this matter according to his usual ability in law 
affairs, and rather with a view to enlarge than contract the 
liberty of the subject. At the same time, Mr. Printer, I 
should wish to be certain who this Mr. Junius is who stabs 
all good characters in the dark. My reason is, I should be 
glad of an opportunity of using such a lying, infamous, 
cowardly scoundrel as he ought to be; for which purpose 
(if he chooses it), I have left my nUme with the printer. 

One of the three i/oho bailed Mr. Eyre. 


TO JUNinS. 

4 Nov. 1771. 

You seem to delight most in traducing the most 
exalted and most respectable characters. 

You Lord Mansfield bailed Mr. Eyre at the interces* 
410 ^ of three of his countrymen. 

f / that veJ'aUe; and that what he did, was his duty to 

do 
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Scotchman^ ; — he only presumed it, from the 
circumstance of his being bailed by three of 
that country. It appears now that the thief 

do as Lord Chief Justice of England, and perfectly agree* 
able to law and to constant practice. 

You say^ that you presume Mr. Eyre is a Scotchman, 

I sayt the culprit is an Englishman, 

You say, his bail were all Scotchmen. 

I say, they were. And how did that happen ? Because 
a Scotchman is, by marriage, unhappily allied to him ; and 
why should it be deemed a reproach that they joined in do- 
ing a good-natured office at the request of a countryman? 
Or that tliey contributed to alleviate the distress of an inno- 
cent woman, who, though unfortunately connected with the 
criminal, had not a participation in his guilt? Dost not thou 
know, thou slanderer, that the offence, though felony by law, 
was of the slightest kind? And would’st thou not, had that 
able and amiable judge (whose name will be an everlasting 
honour to this country) refused to admit Mr. Eyre to bail, 
have traduced his lordship for that very refusal, and charged 
him with executing the law with wanton rigour, because he 
was an Englishman^ • 

Mr. Eyre has been brought to trial, and has pleaded 
guilty. I say, nevertheless, that the offence by the laws of 
England, is bailable; and I pledge myself, before God and 
my country, to prove, that Lord Chief Justice Mansfield 
acted in this matter agreeable to law, and that Junius has 
shewn himself in this, and many other instances, a public in-- 
cendiary and a liar, 

ANTI-JUNIUS. 

* His words are, at the intercession of three of your 
countrymen, you have bailed a man, who, I presume, is also 
a Scotchman.*' See Junius, Letter lxv. Vol. II p. 397. 
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was closely connected with Scotland. These 
sweet-blooded children, even when they bail an 
Englishman, adhere to their principles. If the 
devil himself, connected as he is with an an- 
cient nation, were taken up for felony, I do not 
doubt that all Scotland, to a mon, would readily 
be his security. 

Junius did not blame the hail for interest- 
ing themselves in favour of their friend, coun- 
tryman, or associate. Yet he might have done 
it with propriety. The thief was not charged 
on sxisytcion, but taken in the fact. He was, 
ipso facto, a felon, and to bail him required all 
the natural benevolence of Scotland. Either 
he had no English friends, or they were ashamed 
to acknowledge any connexion with him. 

Instead of meeting Junius upon the strict 
question of law, these loons wander into cir- 
cumstances of no moment, or defend Lord 
Mansfield by apocryphal assertions, which, if 
true, would be notliing to the purpose. One 
says that he has surrendered and taken his trial, 
the other that no intercession was made with 
Lord Mansfield:'— one says that the felony (for 
which the culprit is unluckily transported), was 
of the slightest kind ; — the other says that Eyre 
is an Englishman. Now the plain matter of 
iadt is this. A thief, taken in the fact, is 
refused bail by the Lord Mayor of London. 
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Three Scotchmen take the said thief or felon 
before another — Scotchman, who bails the said 
felon. The single question arising from the 
fact, is, "was he, or was he not bailable by law? 
For my own part, until I hear good reasons to 
the contrary, I shall abide by Junius, because 
I am persuaded he would not hazard his credit 
so unnecessarily, if he were not very sure of 
his law. 

A. B. 


LETTER CII. 

TO ms ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CUMBER- 
LAND. 

13 November^ ^77^ • 

SIR, 

I BEG your royal higliness’s accept- 
ance of my sincere compliments of congratu- 
lation upon your auspicious union with the 
daughter of Lord*Irnhain*, and the sister of 

* The marriage of the late Duke of Cumberland was 
first announced to the readers of the Public Advertiser in 
the following communication, obviously from the pen ot‘ 
Junius, 

INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY, THOUGH 
TRUE. 

We can assure tlie public that his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland is happily married to Mrs. Horton, 

sister 
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Colonel Luttrell. For the present you will 
have so few of these compliments paid you, that 
mine perhaps may be thought worthy your at- 
tention. I do assure your royal highness, with 
great sincerity, that, when I consider the va- 
rious excellencies which adorn or constitute, 
your personal character, — your natural parts, 
— ^your affable, benevolent, generous temper,— 
your good sense, so singularly improved by 
experience;— and, above all the rest, the un- 
common education which your venerable mo- 
ther took care to give you, — I do not think it 
possible to have found a more suitable match 
for you, than that which you have so discreetly 
provided for yourself. What you have done, 
will, I am sure, be no disgrace to yourself or to 
any of youi- relations. Yet I must confess, par- 
tial as I am to you for the sake of that good 
prince, of whose resemblance you carry some 

V 

sister of Lieutenaut-Coloiiel Luttrell, the wortliy nominee 
of Middlesex. The new-married pair arfi^^now celebrating 
their nuptials in France, where the Duchess of Chimberland 
receives all the honours due to her high rank, and new rela- 
tion to the House of Brunswick — Thw match, we are in- 
formed, was negociated by a certain duke and his cream- 
coloured partisite, by way of reward to Colonel Luttrell. It 
is now, happily for this country, within the limits of possibi- 
lity, that a Luttrell may be Kmg of Great Britain. There 
wa& no court yesterday. 
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cutting traces about you, I c9uld wish you did 
not stand quite so near as you do to the re- 
gency and crown of England. — God forbid I 
should ever hear your royal nephews say, as 
Edward the Fifth does in the play. But U'hy to 
the Tower, uncle! — Or why should you lock us 
tip, aunt ! — I mean their uncle Luttrcll and aunt 
Horton. 

But, my good youth, let no considerations 
of this sort interrupt your pleasures. Your 
amiable spouse is as much Duchess of Cumber- 
land as our gracious queen is Queen of Great 
Britain ; and of course she is the second woman 
in the kingdom. Your papa Irnham must at 
least take rank of Lord Mansfield; — your bro- 
ther Henry of the Princes of Mecklenburg, and 
your sister Miss Luttrell of Madam Swelleni- 
burgh. As to the king’s not acknowledging 
the duchess, or forbidding her the court, it sig- 
nifies nothing. Her maiTiage is good in law, 
and her children will be legitimate. She may 
order plays, keep a court of her own, and set 
the princess dowager at defiance. But you 
need have no fear of being ill used. Your bro- 
ther Harry has a dagger at the throat of a cer- 
tain person, and swears he will let the cat out 
of the bag about the Middlesex election. So 
far from offending Harry, I should not wonder 
VOL. in. E E 
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to see him aid de camp to the king, and, in a 
little time, commander in chief. 

Whenever you want a divorce, you need 
only leave your spouse alone for an hour or two 
with *** *##**#_ When he performed the 
office of father to Poll Davis, and gave her to 
his infatuated friend, he contrived to send the 
young man upon a fool’s errand, and that very 
night consummated with her himself. You, I 
know. Sir, will never go upon a fool’s errand, 
and I suppose it may be equally certain that 

your papa, if he had an opportunity, would not 
*###')(.* ** #* #* 

CUxMBRIENSIS*. 


LETTER cm, 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, * 19 November y 1771. 

I HAVE great faith in Junius, and wish 
the friends of the cause woiifd leave Lord 
Mansfield entirely to his caret. It is not fair 

* This letter is acknowledged by Junius in his private 

corr^espondence, No. 42. edit. 

•f A great number of letters appeared in support of the 
doctrine maintained by Junius on the subject of the bail- 
ment of Eyre. edit. 
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to anticipate his arguments, or to run down the 
game, which he has started. Junius, I dare 
say, has it as much at heart to sacrifice Mans- 
field, with his own pen, as Achilles had to 
prevent any other of the Grecian army from 
killing Hector. The passage I allude to is one 
of the finest in the Iliad. 


" Aawo-jy S' dvBvBva Kapr/ali 
OvS tict eiri*Ex7i3i ■aixpu 

Mririf KuSof xpoih SxX'juVy o Si Seulepts IaSoi.” 

2'i B. Im« 205 


Divine Achilles, lest some Greek’s advance 
Should snatch the glory from his lifted lance, 
Signed to the troops, to yield his/bo the way. 
And leave untouched the honours of the day. 

Pope. 


Yours, 

ANTI-BELIAL. 


LJCTTEll CIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 4 December, 1771 . 

Your ingenious correspondent, Anti- 
Junius, has too much' wit and taste to be easily 
satisfied. It is really a misfortune to be born 
w’ith such exquisitely fihe feelings. If, now 
that he is well fed and clothed, he cannot en- 
dure the severity of a southern breeze, what 
would become of him upon his native moun- 

E E 
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tains? Junius can never write to please him. — 
If he receives the least mention of past enormi- 
ties, what is it but “ cold scraps, baked meats, 
political Jiddling, and the voice of the charmer!” 
hash'd mutton, and Dutch music with a ven- 
geance! — If, on the contrary, he lays any new 
villainies before the public, then, one and all, 
the hungry puck oj)en upon him at once: — 
“ Here’s invention for you! — IV hat an abomin- 
able liar! — Uliy does not he stick to his facts! 
Does he think us such ideots as to swallow wit for 
truth!” In short. Sir, the Scotch have strange, 
qualmish stomachs; — it is not in the art of 
cookery to please them. Nothing will go down 
but oatmeal and brimstone. 

Anti-Junius is not so explicit as I could wish. 
1. What intercourse was that between Loi'€ 
Irnham and his daughter, which he says has 
been so long interrupted? I mean no offence to 
the lady, but really the word intercourse is a 
little equivocal. — 2. What was that purpose, for 
which Sir James Lowther’s grant was obtained^ 
and which, Anti-Junius says, has been long 
since defeated? — 3. Who* does he mean by a 
man ever burthensome to evjertf administration? 
I hope he does not in^an the Duke of Grafton’s 
friend Sir James Lowther, or at least that he 
does not give the baronet this pretty character 
by order of the Duke of Grafton. 
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After all, I really think that Junius, called 
upon as he is by so able an antagonist, cannot 
do less than discover himself. Ho must be 
woefully given to suspicion, if he has the least 
doubt of the tender mercy of the Scotch, or of 
the forgiving piety of St. James’s. 

JUNIPER *. 


* The following are the passage.s in Anti^ Junius* & answer 
to Junius, Letter lxvii. to which a reply is more particu- 
larly given in the above. 

Had Junius a single friend in the world whom he 
dared trust or consult, his performance of yesterday, so un- 
instructive to your readers, so fatal to his reputation, would 
surely have never found its way to the press. His invective 
has neither novelty nor variety to recommend it ; the public 
palate must nauseate at the insipidity of bis repeated abuse, 
and loath the repast which his miserable thrift has atterniitcd 
to furnish forth from the cold scraps and baked meats of his 
former scurrilous entertainments. In vain does this politi- 
cal iiddlcr labour for th^ public attention, by thrumming the 
wornout strings of Middlesex election, Whittlebiiry timber, 
Hine’s patent, and the long-forgotten rule made absolute 
against the long-forgotten Vaughan. 'Ihc voice of the 
charmer himself can no longer charm with these sounds ; 
these chords so repeatedly struck fall flat, even upon the 

ear of envy itself.” 

***** 

‘‘ With the recriminating malice of antiquated virginity, 
he endeavours to sully the daughter's innocence with the fa- 
ther’s crimes, suppressing a well-known circumstance, viz. 
that all intercourse between that father and that daughter 
has long been interrupted.” 

« Sir 
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LETTER CV. 

TO LORD BARRINGTON. 

MY LORD, 28 January, 1772. 

It is unlucky for the army that you 
should be so thoroughly convinced as you are 
how extremely low you stand in their opinion. 
The consciousness that you are despised and 
detested by every individual in it, from the 

* * * * * 

Sir James Lowther’s nonsuit is in the eye of the hea- 
ven-reading Junius another visible operation of retribution, 
— not on the king indeed : he does not seem to be affcctetl 
by it, any farther than as it has introduced the parenthesis 
of the Luttrell alliance— but on the poor Duke of Grafton, 
whose days are anxious, and whose nights are sleei)lcss, be- 
cause a grant, obtained to serve a purpose long since de- 
feated, and to gratify the importunities of a man ever 
burthensome to every administration, is adjudged invalid; 
for this the Duke of Grafton wears the di.smal countenance 
of solitary sorrow; for this does he fruitleissly look round for 
consolations; for this docs Mr. Bradshaw shed the April 
showers of lambent lamentation. Surely Junius thinks to 
mislead reason and annihilate common-sense, by the use of a 
few ridiculous, half-meaning epitnets.” 

***** 

** If you are really the honest state-gardener you would 
be thought, and not the malicious, discontented impostor I 
think you, away with your shuffling, well-worded delays; 
the noisome plant that has brought forth such bitter fruit, is 
surely now ripe enough to be plucked,” edit. 
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drummer (whose discipline might be of service 
to you) to the general officer, makes you des- 
perate about your conduct and character. You 
think that you are arrived at a state of security, 
and that, being plunged to the very heels in 
infamy, the dipping has made you invulnerable. 
There is no other way to account for your late 
frantic resolution of appointing Tony Shammy 
your deputy-secretary at war. — Yet I am far 
from meaning to impeach his character as a 
broker. In that line he Avas qualified to get 
forward by his industry, birth, education, and 
accomplishments. I make no sort of doubt of 
his cutting a mighty pretty figure at Jona- 
than’s. To this hour among bulls and bears 
his name is mentioned with respect. Every 
Israelite in the alley is in raptures. If hal, oar 
old frie7i(l, little Shammy! — Ay, he kwa' alxcays 
a tight, active little Jello'w, and xcould xci angle J'or 
an eighth as if he had been born in Jerusalem. 
Who'd ha’ tlumght it! Well, vee may mm look 
out for the rebuilding of the temple. — My lord, 
if I remember right, you arc partial to the 
spawn of Jonathan’s. Witness the care you 
took to provide for Mr. Delafontaine in tlie 
military department. He limped a little when 
he left the alley *, but your lordshij) soon set 

* Tlie transactions here referred to in respect to Dcla- 
fontaine and Chamier, or Shammy as he was culled in tlie 

alley, 
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him upon his legs again. — This last resolution 
however approaches to madness. Your cream- 
coloured Mercury * has over-reached both you 
and himself; and remember what I seriously 
tell you, this measure will, sooner or later, be 
the cause, not of your disgrace, — (that affair’s 
settled) but of your ruin. What dffimon pos- 
sessed you to place a little gambling broker at 
the head of the war-office, and in a post of so 
much rank and confidence, as that of deputy 
to the secretary at war? — (I speak of your office, 
not of your person.) — Do you think that his 
having been useful in certain practices to Lord 
Sandwicli gives any great relief to his character, 
or raises him in point of rank ? My lord, the 
rest of the world laugh at your choice; but we 
soldiers feel it as an indignity to the whole 
army, and be assured we shall resent it accord- 
ingly. — Not that I think you pay much regard 
to the sensations of any thing under the degree 
of a general officer, and even tliat rank you 
have publicly stigmatised in the most oppro- 
brious terms. Yet still some of them, though 

alley, are more particularly noticed in the Private Letters, 
No. Lii and Lvi. Chamier was successor in the war-office 
to Mr. D'Oyly, who was discarded to make room for him. 
EDIT. 

* T. Bradshaw, whose absurd elevation has been al- 
ready noticed, and will occasionally be found observed upon 
again, edit. 
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in your wise opinion not qualified to command, 
are entitled to respect. Let us suppose a case, 
which every man acquainted witli the war-office 
will admit to be very probable. Suppose a lieu- 
tenant-general, who perhaps may be a peer, or 
a member of tlie House of Commons, does 
you the honour to wait upon you for instruc- 
tions relative to his regiment. After explain- 
ing yourself to him with your usual accuracy 
and decision, you naturally refer liim to your 
deputy for the detail of the business. AIij dear 
general. I’m prodigionslij hurried. — But do me 
the favour to go to Mr. Shammj/; — go to little 
Waddlexeell ; — go to my duckling; — go to little 
three per cents reduced; — you’ll Jind him a mere 
scrip of a secretary; an omnium of all that’s gen- 
teel; — the activity of a broker; — the politeness of 
a hairdresser ; — the the the t^c. 

Our general officer we may presume being 
curious to see tliis wonderful Girgishite, tlie 
following dialogue passes between them. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir, the secretary at war refers 
me to you for an account of what was done — 

Waddlevcell. Done, Sir! — Closed at three- 
eighths! — Looked flat I must own; — but to- 
morrow, my dear Sir, I hope to sec a more 
lively appearance. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir, I speak of the non-effective 
fund. 
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WaddlewelL Fund, my dear Sir ! In what 
fund would you wish to be concerned? — Speak 
freely — You may confide in your humble ser- 
vant ; — I’m all discretion. 

Jdeut. Gen. Sir, I really don’t understand 
you. l^ord Barrington says that my regiment 
may possibly be thought of for India 

WaddlewelL India, my dear Sir! — strange 
fluctuation; — from fourteen and an half to 
twenty-two, never stood a moment: — but ended 
cheerful; — no mortal can account for it. 

Lieut. Gen . — Damn your stocks. Sir, tell me 
whether the commission 

WaddlewelL As for commission, my dear 
Sir, I’ll venture to say that ho gentleman in 
the alley docs business upon easier terms. 1 
never take less than an eighth, except from 
Lord Sandwich and my brother-in-law, but they 
deal largely, and you must be sensible, my dear 
Sir, that when the commission is extensive, it 
may be worth a broker’s while to* content him- 
self with a sixteenth. 

The general oflicer, at last, fatigued with 
such extravagance, quits die room in disgust, 
and leaves the intoxicated broker to settle his 
accounts by himself. 

After such a scene as this, do you think 
that any man of rank or consequence in the 
army will ever apply to you or your deputy 



lettehs of junius. 


427 


again? — Will any officer of rank condescend 
to receive orders from a little, vdiiffling broker, 
to whom he may formerly perhaps liavc given 
half-a-crown for negociating an hunched pound 
stock, or sixpence for a lottery ticket. — My 
lord, without a jest, it is indecent, it is odious, 
it is preposterous. — Our gracious master, it is 
said, reads the newspapers. If he does, ho 
shall know minutely in what manner you treat 
his faithful army. This is ihe lirst of sixteen 
letters addressed to your lordsliip, which are 
ready for the press, and shall apiiear as fast as 
it suits the printer’s convenience. 

VETEIIAN. 

EETTi'R CVT. 

TO THE TBINTER OF THE PUELIC ADVERTISKIt. 

t 

SIR, Fcl). 1772. 

Tj^ere is one general, easy way of 
answering Junius, which his opponents have 
constantly had recourse to since /re- first began 
to write, or they to answer him. They either, 
misquote his words and mistate his proposi- 
tions, or they laboriously employ themselves 
in refuting doctrines which he has not main- 
tained, or maintaining others which he has not 
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disputed *. — This has been particularly their 
practice in all the argument about the bailment 
of Eyre. 

r. Junius has never affirmed that the judges 
of the court of King’s Bench were named 
or specially comprehended in the statute of 
Westminster, or any other of the old statutes 
preceding the Habeas Corpus act. The design 
of those quotations was to prove the meaning 
and intention of the legislature with respect 
to the right of bailing a person under the cir- 
cumstances of Mr. Eyre. This meaning and 
intention, once clearly proved, he affirms, is 
the direction and land-mark to the judge in the 
exercise of that discretionary power which the 
law has left with him. 

2". Junius has not denied that the judges 
of the court of King’s Bench have a discre- 
tionary power to bail in all qases, according to 
the circumstances of the cases. But does it fol- 
low that they may legally bail when no circum- 
stances 'whatsoever are alleged on one side to 
alleviate the force of the positive charge of 

* This letter is more particularly designed as a reply to 
a very long and elaborate one published the preceding day 
in the Public Advertiser, and addressed Justinius to Junius. 
It is certainly well written, but unquestionably labours under 
the defects here complained of. edit. 
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felony made on the other? — If it does, their 
power of bailing is arbitrmy, not disct'ctionary. 
—Discretion implies consideration; but if no 
allegations whatsoever be made in behalf of the 
prisoner, they have then nothing to considcj-. 
The warrant of commitment expresses a posi- 
tive charge of felony. If nothing be alleged 
in behalf of the prisoner, the judge has then 
no subject, whereupon to exercise In’s discre- 
tion. He has no choice. Me mtisl remand the 
prisoner. 

3°. Junius does not insist upon the case ol' 
Eyre so much on the score of its own enormity 
as because it establishes a dangerous doctrine, 
applicable to all crimes however indisputably 
proved, and gives the judges an arbitrary power 
which the laws never meant to give them. As 
to Lord Mansfield, it is probable that Junius 
would not have attacked him in the manner he 
has done if this Had been the only instance of 
his miscondu,ct. In truth, it is one out of 
a multitude.' 

I beg leave to conclude with asking this 
wicked judge two plain questions : — 1". Is there 
or is there not any difference between offences 
bailable and offences not bailable; aiul if there 
be, what is it? — 2". When the legislature, in 
the Habeas Corpus act, do, sjiecially and by 
name, forbid the judges of the court of King's 



43U 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Bench to proceed to the bailment of the pri- 
soner, if it shall appear to them that he is com- 
mitted for such matters or offences, Tor the ’which 
by the law the prisoner is not bailable, have they 
any meaning, or have they none at all ? Let 
it be remembered that Junius never pretends 
to be a better lawyer than Lord Mansfield. On 
the contrary, he takes every opportunity to ac- 
knowledge the superior learning and abilities 
of that wicked judge ; and in the present in- 
stance particularly insists, not that he was ig- 
norant of the law, but that he sinned against 
his own certain knowledge and conviction. 

ANTI-BELIAL. 


LETTER evir. 

ro LOUD BARUINGTON. 

NUMBER ir. 

MY LORD, . 17 Felnmry, 1772. 

In my last letter I onlv meant to be 
jocular. An essay so replete with good hu- 
mour could not possibly give offence. You are 
no enemy to a jest, or at least you would be 
.thought callous to repr lach. You profess a 
most stoical indifference about the opinion of the 
world^and, above all things, make it your boast 
that»you can set the newspapers at defiance. 
No man indeed has received a greater share of 
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correction in this way, or profited less by it, than 
your lordship. But we know you better. You 
have one defect less than you pretend to. You 
are not insensible of the scorn and hati’ed of 
the world, though you take no care to avoid 
it. — When the bloody Barrington, that silken, 
fawning courtier at St. James’s, — that stern and 
insolent minister at the war-office, is pointed 
out to universal contempt and detestation, you 
smile, indeed, but the last agonies of the hysteric 
passion are painted in your countenance. Your 
cheek betrays what passes within you, and your 
whole frame is in convulsions. — I now mean to 
be serious with you, but not to waste my time 
in pi’oving that you are an enemy to the laws 
and liberties of this country. The very name 
of Barrington implies every thing that is mean, 
cruel, false, and contemptible. The Duke of 
Newcastle’s livery was the first habit you put 
on. — What an indfcfatigable courtier at his levee ! 
— What an assiduous parasite at his table! — 
Was there a* dirty job to be perfoi mcd, — aicaj/ 
rcent Barrington . — Was a message to be car- 
ried , — Who xt'aits there? — My Lord Barrington, 
After ruining that brave and worthy man Ge- 
neral Fowke * under the auspices of the Duke 

♦ General Fowke, who was then stationed at Gibraltar, 
received instructions in several letters from Lord Barring- 
ton, shortly after his appointment to be secretary at war in 

l/O'O, 
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of Newcastle, who saved you from destruction, 
you deserted to Mr. Pitt the moment he came 
into power. Before the late king’s deatli you 
secured a footing at Carlton-house; and wej’e 
prepared to abandon your last patron, the mo- 
ment Lord Bute assumed the reins of govern- 
ment. — From Lord Bute to Mr. Grenville there 
was an easy transfer of your affections. You 
are the common friend of all ministers, but it 
is not in your policy to engage in overt acts of 
hostility against those, who may perhaps be 
next in turn to patronise Lord Barrington. 
My dear lord, or my dear Sir^ are titles with 
which you have occasionally addressed every 
man who ever had an office, or the chance of’ 
an office in this kingdom. Even the proscribed 
John Wilkes, the moment he was sheriff, had 
a claim upon your politeness. • Your character 
was a little battered by the frequency of your 
political amours, when Lord Ilockingham took 
you into keeping. — While you existed by his 
protection, you intrigued with the Duke of 

1760, under the Duke of Newcastle’s administration, which 
produced measures that had near’/ efiected the loss of that 
important post. Lord Barrington, on perceiving the blunder 
he had committed, most dangerously prevailed on General 
Fowke to take the chief blame upon himself, under a pro- 
mise of indemnification. The result was that Fowke was 
ruined, and Barrington liberated, edit. 
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Grafton. — Another change succeeded. — Your 
mind was open to new lights, and, •without a 
doubt, Ijord Chatham -was the only man in the 
kingdom Jit to govern a great empire. — Still how- 
ever your opinions of men and things were not 
perfectly settled. When the Duke of Grafton 
took the lead, the pliant Barrington of couree 
saw things in a different point of view. There 
is nothing in your attachments that savour of 
obstinacy. — When his grace resigned, you soon 
discovered that to establish government upon 
a solid footing the minister’s presence was in- 
dispensable in the House of Commons.— Lord 
North was then the man after your lordship’s 
own heart. — In your ideas, the first lord of the 
treasury for the time being is always perfect: — 
but every change is for the, better. — WitJi all your 
professions of attachment to this temporary mi- 
nister, I tell him, and Ptell the public, that at 
this very hour yoU are caballing with the Duke 

of Grafton ai^d the Bedfords to obtain the re- 



call of Lord* Townshend, and to drive Lord 
North from the treasury. — But they all know 
you. — In the inventory of the discarded mini- 
ster’s effects. Lord Barrington is* always set 
down as a fixture. 

By garbling and new modelling the war- 
office, you think you have reduced the army to 
subjection. — Walk in, gentlemen! Business done 


VOL. III. 


.F F . 



434 


MISCELLANEOUS 


hy Chatnier and Co . — To make your office com- 
plete, you want nothing now, but a paper-lant- 
hom at the door, and the scheme of a lottery 
pasted upon the trindow. — With all your folly 
and obstinacy, I am at a loss to conceive what 
countenance you assumed, when you told your 
royal master, that you had taken a little 
Frenchified broker from ’Change Alley, to in- 
ti'ust with the management of all the affairs of 
his army. — Did the following dialogue leave no 
impression upon your disordered imagination? 
You know where it passed. 

A?.— -Pray, my lord, whom have you ap- 
pointed to succeed Mr. D’Oyly ? 

J3. — Please your M , I believe I have 

made a choice, that will be highly acceptable 
to the public and to the army. 

i:.— Who is it? 

J3. — Sire, it s’appelle Ragosin. Born and 
educated in ’Change Alley;; he glories in the 
name of broker; and, to say nothing of Lord 
Sandwich’s friendship, I can assure your M — , 
he has always kept the best company at Jona- 
than’s. 

IC . — My lord, I nevsr interfere in these 
matters. But i cannot help telling your lord- 
ship, that you might have consulted my honoui- 
and the credit of my ariAy a little better. Your 
appointment of so mean a person, though he 
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may be a very honest man in the mystery he 
was bred to, casts a reflection upon me, and is 
an insult to the army. At all events, I desire 
it may be understood that I have no concern in 
this ill-judged, indecent measure, and that I do 
not approve of it. 

I suppose, my lord, you thought this con- 
versation might be sunk upon the public. It 
does honour to his Majesty, and therefore you 
concealed it. — In my next I propose to shew 
what a faithful friend you have been to the 
army, particularly to old worn out officers. 

VETERAN. 

LETTER CVIIl. 

TO LORD BARRINGTON. 

NUMBER III. 

MY LORD, 27 February, 1772. 

The army now, according to your own 
account of the matter, is under a very credit- 
able sort of direction. If we may rely upon the 
secretary at. war’s opinion, solemnly and deli- 
berately expressed before the House of Com- 
mons, there is not a single man in the profession, 
who is in any shape qualified for commander in 
chief ; at least none, whom you would think it 
safe to recommend to his Majesty. If your 
judgment upon this subject had been better 
founded than it is, I do not understand that a 

F F 2 
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secretary at war has any right to pass so dis- 
graceful and precipitate a sentence upon so 
many of his superiors. Believe me, my good 
lord, there is not one of those officers, whom 
you dared to stigmatise in that infamous man- 
ner, who is not qualified to be your master in 
the art military, notwithstanding all the expe- 
rience you got in St. George’s Fields, when you 
Urged and exhorted the guards to einbrue their 
hands in the blood of their fellow-subjects. — 
While that bloody scene was acting, where was 
the gentle Barrington? — ^Was he sighing at thc^ 
feet of antiquated beauty? — Was he dreaming 
over the loo-table, or was he more innocently 
employed in combing her ladyship’s lap-dog? — 
But, my lord, when you paid that pretty com- 
pliment to the body of general officers, had you 
no particular apologies to make to General 
Conway, to Lord Albemarle, or to Sir Jeffery 
Amherst? — Did General Halvey desciwc no- 
thing better of you, than a ridiculqjis nickname, 
which, like Lord Mansfield’s secret, he must 
carry with him to his grave? — In lieu of a com- 
mander in chief, you have advised the king to 
put the army into commiss ion . — A graduate in 
physic f an old ’woman, and a broker from * Change 
Alley . — The doctor prescribes, — the old gen- 
tlewoman administers, — and little Syringe, the 
apothecary, stands by the glisterpipe.— This, 
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you tell the king, is making himself commander 
in chief, and the surest way to preserve the af- 
fections of the army. — It may be so, my lord, 
but I see no right you had to give the nick- 
name of Doctor Radcliffc to so brave a man as 
General Harvey. Though his natural sweet- 
nes.s of temper may induce him to pass it by, it 
must always be mortifying to a brave adjutant- 
general, when he marches into St. James’s 
cofiec-house, to hear the ensigns of tlie guards 
whisper to one another — here comes the doctor; 
— or when he marches out, there goes the doc- 
tor . — I dare say, he has furnished work enough 
for the surgeons j but, until you so politely 
pointed it out, I cannot say I ever saw any 
thing medical in his appearance. 

After treating the most powerful people in 
the army with so much unprovoked insolence, 
it is not to be supposed that field-officers, cap- 
tains, and subalterns have any chance of com- 
mon justice at your hands. But that matter 
.shall be the subject of another letter, and every 
letter shall be concluded with a conversation 
piece. The following dialogue is not imagin- 
ary. 

SCENE. — WAR-OFFICE. 

Enter Barrington, meeting Waddle well. 

B . — My dear friend, you look charmingly 
this morning. 
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W . — My dearest lord — the sight of your 
lordship— !— Here they embrace, WaddlevoelFs 
thoughts being too big for utterance. 

. B. — When did you see my Py lades, our dear 

Bradshaw? 

W. — Ay, my lord — ^there is a friend indeed. 
—Firmness without resistance, — sincerity with- 
out contradiction, — and the milky Way painted 
in his countenance.— If I could ever reconcile 
my mind to the distracting prospect of losing 
your lordship, where else should we look for a 
successor! But that event, I hope, is at a great 
distance. Late, very late. Oh may he rule us! 

B. — Ay my dearest Waddlewell, but we arc 
sadly abused, notwithstanding all our virtues. 

IF.— Merit, my dear lord, merit will for ever 
excite enmity. — I found it so in the alley. I 
never made a lucky hit in my life, that it did 
not set all Jonathan’s in an uproar. If an idea 
succeeded, my best friends turned against me, 
Judas and Levi, Moses and Issachar. — People 
with whom I have been connected by the ten- 
derest ties, — could not endure the sight of my 
prosperity. The ten tribes of Israel united to 
destroy me, and for two years together were 
malicious enough to call me the lucky little Ben- 
jamin. Friendship, among the best of men,4s 
U|||pl)etter than a name. 

* ‘ ^ B. — Why, my dear deputy, it is not that I 
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regard the contempt and hatred of all mankind. 
— I never kne# it otherwise. No man’s pa- 
tience has been better exercised. But what if 
the king should hear of it. — 

fF. — Ay, there’s the rub! 

B . — If the best of princes, who pretends to 
be his own commander in chief, should hear 
that the name of Barrington is opprobrious in 
the armyj — that even he himself is not spared 
for supporting me — 

fF. — Weeping. — Oh fatal day! — Compared 
with this, what is a riscounter! — Alas, my dear- 
est lord, you have unmanned your deputy. — I 
feel myself already at ten per cent, discount, 
and never shall be at par again. 

B. — Something must be done. — Let us con- 
sider. — 

W . — Ay, my dear lord, for heaven's sake, 
let us speculate.^ 

Exeunt^ disputing about precedeme. 
f VETERAN. 


LETTER CIX. 

TO LORD BARRINGTON. 

NUMBER IV. 

10 March, 1772. 

MV LORD, 

I AM at a loss for words to express my 
acknowledgment of the signal honour you have 
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done me. One of the principal purposes of 
these addresses, was to engage ^ou in a regular, 
public correspondence. You very justly thought 
it unnecessary to sign your name to this last, 
elegant performance. Novalis* answers as well 
as Barrington. We kno\y you by your style. 
This is not the first of your epistles, that has 
been submitted to the criticism of the public. 
While yet, like poor Waddlewell, yon were 
young in office, your letters to General Fowke 
were considered as the standard of perspicuity!. 
You are now veri/ old in office, and continue to 
write exactly as you did in your infancy. I do 
not- wonder that the extremes of your capacity 
should meet in the same point, but I should be 
glad to know at what period you reckoned 
yourself in the prime and vigour of your official 
understanding.— Was it when you signified to the 
third regiment of guards his Majesty’s gratitude 
and your own, for the alacrity in butchering 
their innocent fellow-subjects in ^St. George’s 
Fields I? — Was it when you informed the House 

* The name subscribed by. a writer who undertook the 
defence of Lord Barrington; and whom our author, accord^ 
ing to his usual custom, here identifies with the noble earl. 

EDIT. 

f See note to Letter cvii. edit. 

j^ee note to Miscellaneoua Letters, No. xxiv. ante p. 

TO which the letter here alluded to is inserted, edit. 
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of Commons, that you and the doctor were 
equivalent to a cdinmander in chief? — Or when 
you declared that there w'as not a man in the 
army fit to be trusted with the command of it? 
— Or when you established that wise and hu- 
mane regulation that no officer, let his age and 
infirmities be ever so great, and his services 
ever so distinguished, should be suffered to sell 
out, unless he had bought all his former com- 
missions? — Or in sliort was it when yon dived 
into Jofiathan's for a deputy, and plucked up 
Jraddlcwell by the locks? When you answer 
these questions, I shall be ready to meet your 
lordship upon that ground, on which you think 
you stand the firmest. In the mean time, give 
me leave to say a few w’ords to Novalis. 

You are pleased to observe that my three 
first letters are filled with low scurrility upon 
hackneyed topics^ collected from the newspa- 
pers. Have a little patience, my dear lord; — 
I shall soon i^bme to closer quarters with yon. 
As for those dialogues, which you are pleased 
to say have neither wit nor humour in them, I 
can only observe that there are many scenes, 
which pass off tolerably well upon the stage, 
and yet will not bear the examination of the 
closet. You and JVaddkwell are excellent per- 
formers. Between a courtier and a broker 
words are the smallest part of the conversation. 
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Shrugs and smiles, bows and grimaces, the con- 
descension of St. James’s, and the pliant po- 
liteness of ’Change Alley, stand in the place of 
repartee, and fill up the scene. 

You intimate, without daring directly to 
assert, that you did not hx that odious stigma 
upon the body of general officers. Have you 
forgot the time when you attempted the same 
evasion in the House of Commons, and forced 
General Howard to rise .and say he was ashamed 
of you ? — These mean, dirty, pitiful tricks are 
fitter for Jonathan’s than the war-office. 

You have more experience than any of your 
clerks, and your great abilities are acknowledged 
on all sides. — As for your experience, we all 
know how much your conduct has been im- 
proved by it. But pray who informed you of 
this universal acknowledgynent of your abilities ? 
The sycophants, whose cot^jpany you delight 
in, are likely enough to fill you with these flat- 
tering ideas. But if you were ^se enough to 
consult the good opinion of the world, you 
would not be so eager to establish the credit of 
your understanding. The moment you arrive 
at the character of a man of sense you are un- 
done. You must then relinquish the only to- 
lerable excuse that can be made for your con- 
d|i^t. — It is really unkind of you to distress ^e 
Hfw friends you have left. 
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To your lordship’s zeal to discover and pa- 
tronise latent merit, the public is indebted for 
the services of Mr. Bradshaw. — Pray, my lord, 
will you be so good as to explain to us, of what 
nature were those services, which he first ren- 
dered to your lordship? — Was he winged like a 
messenger, or stationary like a centinel? 

Like Malays son he stood 
And shook his plumes 

videlicet at the door of Lady n’s cabinet. 

— His zeal in the execution of this honourable 
office promoted him to another door, where he 
also stands centry, 

— ■■ ■** Virg&que levem coercet 
Aured turbam/* 

That he has ably served the state, may be col- 
lected from the public acknowledgments the 
ministry have made him. Fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, woll secured to himself and his 
family, will a^uit the king of any ingratitude 
to Mr. Bradshaw. It is by mere accident that 
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Jeffery Amherst are 
no better provided for. 

But we are indebted to your lordship for 
another discovery of merit equally latent with 
Mr. Bradshaw’s. — You have a phamix of a de- 
puty, though yet he is but young in his nest. — 
He has hardly had time to clear his wings from 
the ashes that gave him birth.— This too was 
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your lordship’s apology for ruining General 
Fowke. You gave it in evidence, that you had 
been but four months in office; and now you 
tell us that your deputy also is in the same un- 
fledged state of noviciate; — though for abilities 
' and .knowledge of the world, neither Jew nor 
Gentile can come up to him! For shame, my 
Lord Barrington, send this whiffling broker 
back to the mystery he was bred in. Though 
an infant in the war-office, the man is too old 
to learn a new trade. — At this very moment 
they are calling out for him at the bar of Jona- 
than’s — Shammy ! — Shammy ! — Shammy I — The 
house of Israel are waiting to settle their last 
account with him. — During his absence things 
may take a desperate turn in the alley, and 
you never may be able to make up to the man 
what he has lost in half-crowns and sixpences 
already. * 

VETERAN. 


LETTER CX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THiJ PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SIR, 23 Marchy 1772. 

I DESIRE you will inform the p^blic 
that the worthy Lord Barrington, not contented 
with having driven Mr. D’Oyly out of the 
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war-office, has at last contrived to expel Mr. 
Francis *. His lordship will never rest ’till he 
has cleared his office of every gentleman who 
can either be serviceable to the public, or whose 
honour and integrity are a check upon his own 
dark proceedings. Men, who do their duty 
with credit and ability, are not proper instru- 
mcnts for Lord Barrington to work with. — He 
must have a broker from ’Change- Alley for his 
deputy, and some raw, ignorant boy for his 
first clerk. I think the public have a right to 
call upon Mr. D’Oyly and Mr. Francis to de- 
clare their reasons for quitting the war-office. 
Men of their unblemished character do not re- 
sign lucrative employments without some suffi- 
cient reas<^s. The conduct of these gentlemen 
has always been approved of, and I know that 
they stand as well in the esteem of the army, 
as any persons in their station ever did. What 
then can be the cause that the public and the 
army should be deprived of their service ? — 
There must certainly be something about Lord 
Barrington which every honest man dreads and 
detests. Or is it that they cannot be brought 
to connive at his jobs and underhand dealings? 
— They have too much honour, I suppose, to 

* Francis, now Sir Philip, and D’Oyly were chief clerks 
in*^’'.. war-office : the displacement of D’Oyly to make room 
for Chaniier has been already noticed in letter cv. edit. 
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do some certain business hy commission . — They 
have not been educated in the conversation of 
Jews and gamblers; — they have had no expe- 
rience at Jonathan’s ; — they know nothing of 
the stocks; and therefore Lord Barrington drives 
them out of the war-office.-— The army indeed 
is come to a fine pass, with a gambling broker at 
the head of it ! — ^^Vhat signifies ability, or inte- 
grity, or practice, or experience in business. 
Lord Barrington feels himself uneasy while 
men with such qualifications are about him. He 
wants nothing in his office but ignorance, im- 
pudence, pertness, and servility. Of these com- 
modities he has laid in a plentiful stock, that 
ought to last him as long as he is secretary at 
war. Again, I wish that Mr. Franq^s and Mr. 
D’Oyly would give the public some account 
of what is going forward in the war-office. I 
think these events so remarkable that some 
notice ought to be taken of •them in the House 
of Commons. When the public loses the ser- 
vice of two able and honest servants, it is but 
reasonable that the wretch, who drives such 
men out of a public office, should be compelled 
to give some account himself and his pro- 
ceedings. 


VETERAN. 
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LETTER CXI. 

TO LORD BARRINGTON *. 

MV i.ORD. 4 May, 1772. 

I AM a Scotchman^ and can assure 
your lordship that I do not esteem my country, 
or the natives of it, the less because we are 
not so happy as to be honoured with Lord Bar- 
rington’sfavourable opinion.—From a pamphlet, 
which lately fell in my way, I perceive that 
there is something in the temper of the Scots, 
that does not suit the manly, sterling virtue 
which distinguishes your own worthy character. 
We are too insolent to those beneath us, and 
too obsequious to our superiors ; and with such 
a disposition must never hope to And favour 
with Lord Barrington ! “ And Cockburne, M'e 
most of his countrymen, is as abject to those 
above him, as h& is insolent to those below 
him. ” These,a,re your words, given under your 
hand, as the* solemn, deliberate opinion of his 
Majesty's secretary at war. Such a censure, 
coming from a man of honour, good sense, or 
integrity, might perhaps have some weight with 
the thoughtless or uncandid. But when if 
comes from a man whose whole life has been 

The original copy of this letter is still in the hands of 
the proprietor of this edition. «dit. 
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employed in acting the part of a false, cringing, 
fawning, time-serving courtier,-— from a man 
who never had a different opinion from the mi- 
nister for the time being, and who has always 
contrived to keep some lucrative place or other 
under twenty different administrations, I am 
not so much offended at the reproach itself, 
which you have thought proper to throw upon 
the Scots, as I am shocked at the unparalleled 
impudence of applying your own individual 
character to a whole nation. — It seems my 
countrymen are alyect to those above them. Pray, 
my good lord, by what system of conduct have 
you recommended yourself to every succeeding 
minister for these last twenty years ? — Was it 
by maintaining your opinion upon all occasions, 
with a blunt, firm integrity, or was it by the 
basest and vilest servility to every creature that 
had pqwer to do you either good or evil — But 
•we are insolent to those helo’oo us. Indeed, my 
lord, you paint from your own h^art. There is 
courage at least in our composition. It is the 
coward who fawns upon those above him. It 
is the coward that is insolent, wherever he 
dares be so. You have had some lessons which 
have made you more cautious than you used 
to be. You have reason to remember that mo- 
dest, humble merit will not always bear tivhc 
insulted by an upstart in office. For the fu- 
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tiire, my litfie lord, be more sparing of your 
reflections upon the Scots, We pay no regard 
to the calumny of anonymous writers, and de- 
spise the malignity of John Wilkes. But when 
a man, so high in office as you are, pretends to 


give an odious character of a whole nation, and 
sets his name to it, we should deserve the re- 
proach, if we did not resent it. You are so de- 
tested and despised by all parties (because all 
parties know you) that England, Scotland, and 
Ireland Iiave but one wish conceining you, and 
that is, that, as you have shewn yourself a fawn- 
ing traitor to every party and person, with which 
you ever were connected, so all parties may 
unite in loading you w'ith infatny and con- 

SCOTUS. 


LETTER exit. 

TO THE KIGHT-HONOUnABLE TUE J.OJIDS COMMIS- 
SlOXlittS OF TUE ADMIUALTY. 

MY LORDS, 8 May, \1'12. 

Having seen in last Saturday’s paper 
that Mr. Bradshaw was appointed to be a mem- 
ber of your board, give me leave to congratu- 
late your lordships on the event, as a person of 
M*'. Bradshaw’s birth and talents may be of the 
greatest use to you on many occasions, besides 
VOL. III. o o 
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adding infinitely more weight and dignity to 
the board ; I was therefore a good deal sur- 
prised at the simple manner in which his 'well 
merited promotion was announced to the public, 
but must attribute it either to hh own modesty, 
or the printer’s ignorance : but whatever be 
the cause, I think it necessary to acquaint you, 
his brother lords, with a little of his history. 

It is needless to trouble your lordships with 
an account of his birth or education, as the 
first might be a very difficult task, and the 
latter your lordships may see has not been neg- 
lected. His first appearance in the great World 
was as one of Lord Barrington’s domestics, 
fi'om whence he moved to Ireland, set up a 
shop, and under the influenc:e of a happy planet 
returned to England, where, by means of his 
uncommon address in administering to the plea- 
sures of the great, he was appointed one of the 
secretaries to the treasury, which office he held 
during the Duke of Grafton’s administration, 
and by exerting his happy talents between his 
grace and the celebrated Nancy Parsons, ho‘ 
so far ingratiated himself with the duke, that 
he became his chief confident, and was priv'y 
to the whole of his generous treatment of that 
young lady, and of course became his grace’s 
iiosom friend; for which service he first receive 
a pension of fifteen hundred pounds a year^foT 
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three Uves^ and that not being suflicicnt is now 
made one of you. I cannot avoid again congra- 
tulating you on the acquisition of fuch a bro- 
ther member, as it is to be hoped he will assist 
any 'of your lordships with bis good oflices upon 
all occasions. 

I have the honour to be, 

My lords. 

Your lordships most humble 
>\nd obedient servant, 

I'dl-MaV. ARTHUR TELL-TRUTIL 

LETTER CXIll. 

TO THE imiNTEn OK TIIP PUBLIC ADVERTISER 

siK, 1772. 

I AM just returned from a vi.sit in a 
certain part of Berkshire near which I found 
Lord Harrington had spent his Easter holidays. 
His lordship, ’1 presume, went into the country 
to indulge his grief j lor whatever company 
he happened to be in, it seems his discourse 
turned entirely upon the hardship and dilliculty 
of his situation. The impression which he 
would be glad to give of himself is that of an 

This letter was advertised under the title of Memoirs 
of Lord Barrington, in compliance witli tlie request of thg 
author. See private note. No. lxii. edit. 

G C 2 
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old, faithful servant of the crown, who on one 
side is abused and vilified for his great zeal in 
support of government, and at the same time 
gets no thanks or reward from the king or the 
administration. He is modest enough to affirm 
in all companies, that his services are unre- 
warded ; that he bears the burthen ; that other 
people engross the profits ; and that he gets no- 
thing. Those who know but little of his hi?'tory 
may perhaps be inclined to pity him ; but he and 
I have been old acquaintance, and considering 
the size of his understanding, I believe I shall 
be able to prove, that no man in the kingdom 
ever sold himself and his services to better ad- 
vantage than Lord Barrington. — I^et us take 
a short review of him from his political birth. 

On his entrance into the House of Com- 
mons he declared himself a patriot; but he 
soon found means to dispose, of his patriotism 
for a seat at the admiralty-board. This worthy 
man, before he obtained his price‘''was as deeply 
engaged in opposition to government, as any 
meinber of the FGioitain chih to which he be- 
longed. He then thought it no sin to run 
down Sir Robert Walpole, though now he has 
altered his tone. To oppose the measures of 
government, however dangerous to. the consti- 
tution, or to attack the persons of ministers, 
however justly odious to the nation, is now rank 
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faction in the opinion of tlie pliant Lord Bar- 
rington. His allegiance follows the descent 
of powei\ nor has he ever been known to dis- 
pute the validity of the minister’s title, as long 
as he continued in possession. 

His lordship remained at the admiralty, until 
long servility and a studious attachment to 
the Duke of Newcastle had engaged his grace 
to recommend him for secretary at war. When 
the duke resigned in the year !7Jfi, he of course 
expected that Lord Barrington w'oiild have fol- 
lowed him. But his lordship’s gratitude 1o his 
patron was not quite heavy enough to weigh 
against two thousand five hundred a year. He 
knew the value of his plaee, and kept it by 
making the same jirofessions to Mr. Pitt and 
Lord Temple by winch he had deceived the 
Duke of Newcastle. Before the late king’s 
death, he had taken early measures to secure 
an interest at Carlton-house; and when his jire- 
sent Majesty" could no longer bear him as se- 
cretary at ‘war, he found means to ingratiate 
himself so tar with Lord Bute, that for some 
time he w'as suflered to be chancellor of tlie 
exchequer; and when that post appijared to be 
not tenable, he still had art and contrivance 
enough to secure himself in the lucrative oHice 
w treasurer of the navy. In 1762, he was the 
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most humble servant of Mr. Fox. In 1763 and 

1764, he was no enemy to Mr. Grenville. In 

1765, he gave himself back, body and soul, to 
the late Duke of Cumberland and Lord Rock- 
ingham. This last manamvre restored him to 
the war-office, where he has continued ever 
since, with equal fidelity to Mr. Pitt, the Duke 
of Grafton, and Lord North ; and now he mo- 
destly tells the world ///«/ he gels 'nothing by his 
services. 

Besides the singular good fortune of never 
being himself a moment out of place, he has 
had extraordinary success in providing for every 
branch of his family. One brother was a ge- 
neral officer, with a regjment and chief com- 
mand at Gaudaloiipc. A second is high in the 
navy with a regiment of marines. A third is a 
judge, and the fourth is a bishop. Yet this is 
the man who complains that he gets nothing. 
At the same time his parliamentary interest is 
vSO inconsiderable, that ever since, his canting 
hypocrisy and j) retended attachment to the dis- 
senters was discovered at Berwick, he has been 
obliged to the influence ol' government for a 
seat in the House of Commons, which he holds 
without its costing him a shilling. 

Having given you a short account of the 
emoluments he has received from government, ' 
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1 should be very glad to see as fiiithful an ac- 
count of his services. Some of them arc pro- 
bably of a secreti^aturc, of which wo can form 
no judgment. His ostensible services, in the 
public opinion at least, have been consideVably 
overpaid. At his very outset, the blundering 
orders he sent to Gibraltar might have occa- 
sioned the loss of that important place. When 
the fate of Gibraltar was at stake, \\c had a se- 
cretary at war who could neither write plain 
Etiglish nor common sense. But he comj)en- 
sated for his own blunder by ruining the worthy 
General Fowke, whom he and a certain coun- 
tess (taking a base advantage of tbe unhappy 
man’s distress), prevailed upon to wu’itc a letter, 
the recollection of which soon after broke his 
heart. In the House of Commons, 1 think, 
the noble lord was never reckoned an able de- 
bater. Poor B — ch for many years was his 
nickname. His time-serving duplicity is now 
so w'ell known, that he seldom speaks without 
being laughed at. Sometimes his folly exceeds 
all bounds} as, for instance, when he traduced 
the whole body of general officers, which, 1 
presume, they will not "readily forget. In the 
war-office he has made it his study to oppress 
all j;he lower part of the army by a multitude of 
Toolish regulations, by which he hoped to gain 
the reputation of great discipline and economy. 



A5d 


• MISCELLANEOUS 


but which have only served to make him as 
odious to the military, as he is to every other 
rank of people in the kingdom. With respec t 
to the j)ublic in general, I presume there never 
was a man so generally or so deservedly de- 
tested as himself. The people of this country 
will never forget nor forgive the inhuman part 
he took in the affair of St. George’s Fields. 
Other secretaries at war have ordered out 
trooj)s to assist the civil magistrate. For thi^ 
man it was reserved, to give it under his hand, 
that he nyoiced and exulted in the blood of his 
fellow-subjects. This stroke alone would be 
sufficient to determine his character. Yet so 
fiir from having clone the king any service by 
his officious zeal upon this occasion, I am con- 
vinced that no one circumstance has so much 
contributed to throw an odium upon the pre- 
sent reign. I will not supposp it possible, that 
the best of princes coidd be pleased with the 
treason, but I am sure he has reason enough to 
hate the traitor. 

Such are the services, which, in his lord- 
ship’s opinion, can never be sufficiently re- 
warded. He complains that he gets nothing, 
although, upon a moderate computation, he has 
not received less of the public money than 
three thousand pounds, viz. 
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Ten years lord of the admiralty ^8000 

Eighteen years cither secretary at war, 
chancellor of the exchequer, or 
treasurer of the navy, at 2500 per 
annum 45,000 

5 : 3,000 

It is not possible to ascertain wliat farther 
advantages he may have made by preference in 
subscriptions, lottery tickets, and the manage- 
ment of large sums lying in his hands as trea- 
surer of the navy. Mr. Chamier, if he thought 
proper, might give us some tolerable account of 
the matter. When a secretary at war chooses 
a broker for his deputy, it is not difficult to 
guess what kind of transactions must formerly 
have passed between them. 1 don’t mean to 
question the honour of Mr. Chamier. He al- 
ways had the reputation of as active a little 
fellow as any iq Jonathan’s. But })utting all 
things together, I think we may affirm that, 
when Lord Tarrington complains of getting 
nothing from government, he must have con- 
ceived a most extravagant idea of his own im- 
portance, or that the inw'ard torture he suffers, 
from knowing how thoroughly he is hated and 
despised, is such as no pecuniary emoluments 
c%a repay. 
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Augur, letter of, on the Duke of Gralton’s administration, 

iii. 219 — 222. 

Aylesbury election, resolution of the house of lords concern- 
ing, i. 189. 


B. 

Bail, statement of the law of, ii. 403, et seq. 

Barrington, ( Loih>), memoirs of his political life and delin- 
quencies, iii. 4.51 — 457 — extract of a letter, i. 40 — letter 
to the magistrates of 8urrey, ii. 119, 120, ?totc — portrait 
of, 47-^ » 474 — his conduct, as secretary at war, con- 
demned by Testis, iii. 278 — 280 — ironically defended by 
Testiculus, 281, 282 — letters of a Veteran to him on liis 
choice of a deputy secretary, 42 i, et seq. — curious dia- 
logue, supposed to have passed in his ofiice, 425, 426 — 

• Lordship charged with ruining General Powke, 43 In- 
state of the fact, ib. note — his political changes examined, 
432, 423 — his changes in the war-ufKcc, 433 — conversa- 
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tion of his majesty with Lord B, 434 — the affair of Si. 
George’s Fields considered, 436 — his ungenerous nick- 
naming of Gerieral Harvey censured, 436, 437 — dialogue 
between his Lordship and one of his agents, 437 — 43(^— - 
estimate of his Lordship’s abilities, 442, 443 — on his abuse 
of the Scotch character, 447 — ^ 449 . 

Barristcr*s defence of Lord Mansfield, against the several 
charges, brought by Junius, ii. 385 — 390, notei — reply to 
him, by a ** friend of Junius,” 385 — 3p3. 

Bcckford, (Mr. liord Mayor) letter to a Liverunan on eni- 
iKiZzlement of the public money, i. ^179* 

BedJnnJ, ((’orporation of) admit strangers to their freedom, 
in order to shake off the tyranny of the Duke of Bedford, 
i. 237 — history of the circumstance, ib, note. 

Bedford (Duke of) unpopular, i. 231 — causes of his unpo- 
pularity stated, lb. 23 i, note — a letter to him from Junius, 
231, et seq, — his feelings nice, if to be judged from his 
resentments, 232, 233 — eomparative view of his Grace’s 
advantages, what he runs and what he ?nig/tt bare been, 233 
— 235 — avows his selling a borough, 236, and note — de- 
feated the corporation of Bedford, 237» and 7wte — ac- 
• cused of insensibility on the loss of his son, 238 — is horse- 
whipped at Litchfield, ib, note — hij» Grace every way un- 
fortunate, 238 — his embassy to Versailles, the first im- 
portant part of his history, 239 — anecdbte of his mission, 
240, ^4\,not € — those who are acquainted with his Cirace’s 
pecuniary character, are apt to suspect that such sacri- 
fices would not have been made without some private 
compensations, 24i — stipulation, between him' and Lord 
Bute violated, 242 — his outrageous conduct to the king, 
24-2, 243 — agam solicits I.ord Bute’s friendship, 24-3 — 
measures to obtain and confirm Jiis power, 244, et seq, — 
admonitions of Junius to Iiim 246 — 248 — vindicated by 
Sir William Draper, ii. et seq. — Junius’s view of his 
character, 18, 19 — anecdotes of his Grace’s liberality, and 



INDEX. 


Yiudication of him, 19 — 24 , notes — naakes a public display 
of insensibility at the death of his son, 32 — anecdote of 
Ins parsimony, ib. note — character of liis Grace’s friends, 
iii. 17 . 5 , 

Bedford (Duchess of), anecdote of, ii. 33 , note. 

Benson (Mr.), clmllenged as a juryman by Lord Mansfield, 

ii. i 7 b', 177, 375. 

Bfrons, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 

iii. 42 — the duplicity of ministers exposed, ib. 43, et scq. 

Bill of Rights' Soviet I/, declaration and resolutions of, i. ^'277 

— * 2 H 3 , note — ^examination of their respective clauses by J u- 
nius, *277 — *295 — remark 6 on,by Mr. Wilkes, -^ 333 , ’^ 33 ( 5 . 

Bingiey (Mr.), imprisoned for contumacy, i. lOU, note — il- 
Icgall}" imprisoned, ii, 167, 108 , note, 

Blackstone (Dr.), solicitor to the queen, i. 138 — more anxi- 
ous to preserve his place than his reputation, ih . — letter 
to him from Juniu.s, 191 — remarks on a pamphlet in de- 
fence of his conduct, i^ 2 ,et seq , — charged with asserting 
in the house of commons doctrines differing from tliose 
maintained in his Commentaries, 195 — strictures thereon, 
190' — 199 — that, when he spoke in the liouse, he never 
once thought on the Commentaries, until the contradic- 
tion was unexpectedly urged, 203 — exti aci from his Com- 
mentaries on acts of attainder, 202, note — pos>tscript to 
liis pamphlet, entitled an answer to tlie Question stated,” 
204 , et seq. — .kinius’s reply thereto, 21 J, tt seq . — his doc- 
trine on the pains of death examined, iii. 20 . 5 — 207. 

Boston, proceedings at, considered, ii. 3O9 — 3 J 2 . 

Botetourt (Lord), appointed to succetd Sir J. Amiicrst, as 
governor of Virginia, iii. 82 — reflections on the cinnee of 
his T.ordship, ih. 83 — remarks on his Lordship, 89, 90 — 
99—102 — 109 — 111. • 

Boyd.i^Hugh Macauley), supj)osed to be the author of the 
letters of Junius, i. * 133 — anecdotes of, d). * 134 — exa- 
mination of the claims made for him, * 134 , et seq. — proved 
not to be Junius, * 1 . 53 . 
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Bradshaw (Mr.), secretary to the Duke of Grafton, account 
of, i. 1 57, note — amount of his pension, and how secured, 
ii* y 9 » — is called upon to convince and undeceive the 

public, hi. 261 — 263 — exculpated by Mr. Cooper, 269 — 
further remarks on Mr. B’s conduct, 2 / 0 , 27 1 — letter to 
him, 272, 273 — account of his political career, 450 . 

Brumfidd (Mr.), opinion of, on the murder of George Clarke, 
i. 1 J2, note, 

Brooke (Dr.), said to be quartered upon the salary of a pa- 
tent place, purchased by Mr. Hine, ii. 5 G. i. *202. 

Brutus, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
iii. i 6'2— the state of tlie ministry examined, l 63 , l 64 — 
to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 180 — the same 
subject continued, 180 — 163 — to Lord North, on the 
choice of his friends and ministerial conduct, i. *221 — 
* 223 , note, 

Butarelli (the Spanish governor of Port Egmont), acted in 
obedience to his order, ii. 185 — I9O. 

Burgoyne (Colonel), his expenses at Preston, ii. 54 — the 
purchase money of a patent place said to be given to him 
for his services at Preston, 56 , 5 /, and note * — history of 
the transaction, i. *201, *202. 

Buikt (Mr.), speech of, in the house of commons, on tlic 
liberty of the press, i. 23 — 28 , note — satyrical speech at- 
tributed to him, ii. 492—494, notes — ejctract from his re- 
marks on Junius, i. * 5 , note — proof thsv he was not the 
author of Junius's T.etters, ^lOl, et seq, — extracts from his 
speech on American taxation, * 103 — his encomiums on 
Lord Rockingham, * 104 — and on General Conway, * 105 , 
*106. 

Bute (Earl of) strictures on his mal-administration, ii. 465 , 
466 . 

Butler (Dr., Bishop of Hereford) estimate of his tal*^;its, i. 
*119 — proofs that he did not write the Letters of Junius^ 
* 120 . 
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C. 

C, (the private signature of Junius J letter of, to the printer of 
the Public Advertiser, iii. 26 — the conduct of ministers 
towards Mr. Wilkes, ^sincc his return to this country, 
examined, 27 . et seq. — to the same, 34 — examination of 
the maxim, nullum tcmpus occurrit regi^ 34. et scq. — to the 
same, 48 — that the endeavours of ministers to make us 
happy, have been equally indefatigable and ingenious, ib. 
— illustration of this remark, by a detail of their conduct, 
ih, 49, 50 — to the same, on the new commission of trade, 
63 — 66 — reply to Insomnis, on the same subject, 69 — 73. 

Calamities (national) caused by the conduct and character 
of ministers, i, 71 . 

Calcrafty (Mr.) his vote wortli reckoning in a division, ii, 
357 — introduced into political notice by Lord Holland, ih, 
note. 

Camden, (Lord) queries of to Lord Mansiicld, on his charge 
to the jury^at Mr. Woodfall’s trial, i. 18 , 19 , note — the pa- 
tron of America, 55 — his noble resolution concerning the 
resolution of the House of Commons in Col. LuttrelPs 
affair, ii. 96 , note — is commanded to resign the seals in 
consequence, 97 , his opinioji relative to tlic King’s 
power during a recess of Parliament, 361, .362 note — let- 
ter to his Lordship from Junius, ii.44l — who calls upon 
him to stand forth in defence of the laws of his country, 
ih. 442 — portrait of, by Corregio, 472 and note — another, 
by Atticus, iii. J74 — Accepts Lord Mansfield’s challenge, 
292 — who declines to reply to Lord Camden, 2gl. 

Campbell, (L. D.) his claims for Mr, Boyd to he the autlior 
of Junius’s letters, examined, i. *134 — *152 — his claims 
disj^foved, *153. 

Cefi'leton house, plan of tutelage and future dominion over the 
heir apparent, formed there many year's ago, ii, 6’5, note. 


VOL. in. 


11 II 



460 


INDEX. 


Chamier, (M.) appointed deputy Secretary at War, iii, 423 
— strictures Uiereon, 423, 421. i. *243 and mte. 

Charles i. and ii. hypocrites, but of difTefent sorts, i. 142 — 
treachery of the Scotch to Charles i. ii. 

Chatham, (Lord) si>eecli in Parliament, on Mr. Woodfall s 
trial, i. 26 — 30, note *" — introduces the Duke of Grafton 
into the political world, 142, 143, and tiutc — obliged to 
withdraw his name from an administration formed on the 
credit of it, 144 — extract of his speech on the state of the 
country in 1/71, ii. 220, 2il, note — the city of London 
vote their thanks to him for liis declaration in favour of 
short Parliaments, and his reply, 2(^9, 300, note — severe- 
invectivo* against him, 451 — letter from his lordship, stat- 
ing tlic causes of his resignation, 454, 455, note — censured 
b}'' Anti'Sejanus, for accepting a pension and title, 4()0‘, 
467 — the country indebted to him for the greatest part of 
the national debt, 5 1 6. 

Chohcul (M.) anecdote of, i. 21-0, 241, note. 

Clarke, (Geo,) murdered at the Middlesex election, i. llO, 
warrant for pardoning his supposed murderer, 1 1 1 
— 113, fiotes, 

Cleophas, letters of to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
iii. 112 — Sir J. Amherst’s resignation considered, 113*— 
ll(j, 127 — 133. 

Clergy, are incapacitated from sitting in*Parliament, i. 221, 

222 . * 

Cockburn, (Mr. Serjeant) character of, i. 40. 

Coke, (Sir Edward) observation on England, i. 41 — his opi- 
nion with regard to the power the House of Commons 
to commit for contempt, ii. 235. 

Colonics, of America, alienated from their natural affection 
to the mother country, i. 55 — Stamp Act made and re 
pealed, ib. ar>d a new mode of taxing them invented 
effect produced there by the StEupap Act,. 147* oj^i- 
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gin Loiitilities between them and the mother coujjtry, 
ii. 147, note — no assistance to be expected by the King, 
from their alienated affections, 77 — state of considered, 
73—79* 

Commissioned officers, number of, in tlie guards, ii. SO, note 

Cowmons, House of, their powers defined, i. 5, (5-^ their con- 
duct in the Middlesex election censured by the Marquis 
of Granby, 105, note — wliether one of itj> members, who 
is expelled, is thereby incapacitated from being re-elected, 
17‘'>3 ft scq. — duti(?5 of delincd, 7d, 74 — that tliey have at- 
tributed to their own vote an autliority equal to an Act of 
the legislature, 83— are only interpreters, w'hose duty it 
is faithfully to convey the seiise of tlie pehple to the 
crown, ii. 134 — vrould best consult their dignity by ap- 
jicaling to the laws when offended, 218 and note — arbi* 
trary proceedings of, 2lt) — 22J and notes — strictures on 
their proceedings against the Newspaper printers, lor re- 
porting their debates, iii. 344 — 350 — statement of, cir- 
cumstances connected therewith, and remarks on tliejr 
powers of commitment, 345 — 340, noit^^ 3Gi) cl scq. 

Con-way, (Hon. Henry Seymour) notice of, i. ]3\, note — 
portrait of, ii. 47] . 

Cooperi' (Mr. Grey) letter, exculpating Mr. Eravl-haw, iii. 

Cornwallis, (Lord) political sketches of, iii. 253, 254. 

Corrector, letter of, on tlie errors of Lucius, iii. ]65, no‘c. 

Corregio, (Junius) letter of, ii. 408 — sketches outlines of 
subjects for Lord Townshend’s pencil, 4(i8 — 475. 

Corsica shamefully abandoned, i, 72 — bri^f account of its 
subjugation, ?6. note* — would never have been invaded, 
had the British Court interposed with dignity and firm- 
nes*!, 149, and note. 

Council, satirical minutes of a grand council, upon the af- 
fairs of Ireland, ii. 482, ct seq. 

Crito, letters from to Mr. Weston, i. 122, 123. 

II II 2 
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Cromwell j (Oliver) v\ith all his crinqies, had the spirit of an 
Englishman, ii. 202. 

Crosby, (Mr. Alderman) spirited address to the Speaker of the* 
House of Commons, iii. 34*7 — committed to the Towei . 
ih. 348 — address to him on his conduct, 351, et seq. 

Crown, undue influence of, caused by long Parliaments, i. 7, 
8 — the maxim, ‘ that no length of time secures against a 
claim of the crown,’ examined and refuted, iii. 1\, et seq. 

Crmberland, (Wm. Duke of) in his time, parliamentary in- 
fluence prevailed least in the army, i. 88. 

Cumberland, (late Duke of) letter to, on his marriage with 
Mrs. Horton, iii. 4 1v^, 418 — account thereof, 415, 4\G. 

CumbncTisn, letter of, to the Duke of Cumberland, iii. 415, ct 
s(q . — his Grace’s nuptials considered, 

D. 

Dalryinple, (Mr.) the author of the letters to Junius, under 
the signature of Modcstus, i. 28, note. 

Debt, (public) observations on the increase of, i. 53 — 
amount of, in 1/63, ib. note. 

Dedication of Junius’s letters to the people of England, rea- 
sons for, i. 1. < 

De Grey, (Lord Chief Justice) strictures on his charge, 
while Attorney-General, against the tendency of Junius’>’ 
letters, i. 32 — 34. 

Dcla Fontaine, (M.) appointed barrack-master to the Savoy, 
i. *201. 

De Lohne, (M.) remark of, on the liberty of the press, i. 
45, 46. 

Dinghy, (Mr.) an unsuccessful candidate for the county of 
Middlesex, i. 117 , note\ — ^liis death, ii. 250, note. ^ 

Dodd, (Lieutenant), applies to Lieut. Garth for the assist- 
ance of his guard to rescue General Gansel, ii. 38. — Re- 
marks on Capt. D.’s conduct, 46, iii. 233, 234, 243, 246. 
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Donntian, Letter of, to thp printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser, iii. 249 — political sketches of ministers, 24g — 254 
— to the same, 283 — tlie Duke of Grafton’s conduct while 
in office, examined, 283 — 289 — to the same, 30*1 — Lord 
Sandwich’s return to office, considered, 305 — 30/ — to 
the same, on the change of nuMistcru, with a review of 
their respective talents, 3J4 — 324 — takes leave of the 
Duke of Grafton, 406 — 40/. 

IJownrighty letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
ii. 515 — the obligations of tlie country to Lord Chatham, 
5 16. 

Draper y (Sir Win.) biographical notice of, i. 69, note — vin- 
dicate? and commends Lord Granby, against the charges 
of Junius, 63 — 69 — is involved in a controversy on ac- 
count of his description of his friend, 79 — — stric- 
tures on Junius’s letter to him, 78, ct mj . — furtlier vindi- 
cates Lord Granby, 85 — vindicates himself in the affiiir ol‘ 
tlie Manilla ransom, 91, 92 — accounts for his ih*omotions, 
23 — another letter to Junius, i^S — answers a question pro- 
posed by Junius, tb. 99 — politics of iSir ^^5■lJiam, not vio- 
lent, 101, 7wte — letter to the printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser, 102, ffulc — plan for conciliating parties, thid — anec- 
dote of, 103, 104, ^ofe — is requested by the Marquis of 
Granby to desist from vindicating him, 105, 100, ?iolc— 
defends himself •against Junius, in another letter to tln‘ 
printer of the''Public Advertiser, 106, 107, 108, nott^s— 
to Junius, ii. I — complains of Junius’s assertion, that he 
had sold the companions of his success, 2 — that it is a 
malicious falsehood, and challenges tlie writer to meet 
the charges, ibid — appeals to the gentlemen to wJioni he 
had applied in this affair, 3, 4 — to Junius; ihat he has 
read his letter to the Duke of Bedford with horror and as- 

^ toij/shment, wherein an affectionate father is upbraided 
with the loss of an only and most amiable^on, 10 — that 
Junius goes wantonly out of his way to torment declining 
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age, 1 1 — calls upon Junius to prove the Duke’s avarice 
before he draws liis hasty and wicked conclusions, 11 , 12 — 
but if an ambassador loves monc}' too much, is this a proof 
that he has taken any to betray his country, 12 , 13 — that 
the duke, however powerful, is amenable to justice, and 
that parliament is the solemn and high tribunal, 13 — Sir 
William’s account of the ministerial quarrels, 14 — contra- 
dicts the re})ort of his being appointed to a government in 
America, 15, note — vindicates Lord Chatham against Mr. 
Wilkes, 458 — 10’4, 7iotes, 

Diinningy ( J. Lord Ashburton), extract from his address to 
the Chamberlain of London, on receiving the freedom of 
the city, ii. 122, 123, note — supposed to be the author 
of Junius, i. "^155 — proof that he was not Junius, * 156 . 

DapUciti/y the predominant virtue of ministers, iii, 42. 

Dijer, (Samuel), proofs that he was not the writer of Junius’s 
letters, i. * 100 . 

Dijsony (Mr.) the author of < The case of the late election 
for the county of Middlesex considered,’ i. ig2,nofe, 2 lO, 
note — remarks on Iiis services, by Mr. Flood, *158, *159 
— loses his pension, *238, note. 


E. 

i 

E^reinont, (Lord), character of, i. 241, 242, and nole^. 

Electioriy light of, the very essence of the l;onstitution, i. 135 
— see Middlesex. ■ 

Ellis, (Mr. Welborc), sure of disgrace, wliether he make or 
suppress a motion, ii. 129 — account of his intended mo- 
tion, ibid, note. 

Embezzlement- of public money charged against Lord Hol- 
land in a petition of the city of London, i. *l7o — *177 — 
correspondence thereon between Lord Holland and Mr. 
Beckford, *j77, ^ ^ 

England, (People of), by nature somewhat phlegmatic, iii. 
7 — advantages of this temper, 8 -— examples of it, 9 , et seq. 
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letters on the state of, oi — 9y, 156 — iGo — state of, in the 
spring of 17(57, ii. 409, et setj. 

Expulsion from the House of Commons, on the right of, i. 
135 — of Mr. Wilkes, the question thcreiip»»ji stated, 1/3, 
ct seq. — whether the expulsion of a member of the House 
of Commons creates incapacity of being rc-elected, 175, 
et seq, — the expulsion of Mr. Walpole, and his re-electioji, 
Jiow far a case in point, 1 77 — 1 8 1 . 

Eyre^ (John), correspondence between Junius ajul ]\Jr. 
Wilkes on his case, i. ^32g, ct scq. — bailed by Lord Mans- 
field, ii. 397 — notice of his case, ?/>/(/, 398, 399, notes — the 
affair stated and examined accordii^g to the statutes, <!v:c. 
409, et Ar(7.^Lord Camdcn’.> oj)inion that the bail was il- 
legal, 442, note — letter from one of his lliree bail, iii, 411, 
4 1 2, note, 

* F- 

Faithful Monitor^ letter of one, to the printer of the Public; 
Advertiser, ii. 408 — on the -characters of f.ord Townsend 
and his brother, 408 — 170. 

FalUinnVs Idands, account ofthe seizure of, by order of the 
King of Spain, iii. 325, note — negociations between tlic 
twa) countries in consequence. 325 — 328, noft^s — queries 
proposed thcrcupofi to the judges, 329 — prot.-st of seve- 
ral peers conce^’iiing, 330 — 330', notes — strictures on the 
whole of this transaction, 324 — 338 — private letters of 
Junius concerning this alfair, i. ^210, *217» ami notes. 

Fiat Justitia, letter of, to the printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser, iii. 57 — strictures on the letter of thanks to the com- 
manding officer of the troops employed in St. George's 
Fields, 58— (50, 

Flood, (Henry, M. P. in Ireland), proof that he did not 
write the letters of Junius, i. *157 — *159. 

^Foot, (Mr.) opinion on the murder of Geo. (^larke, i. 11], 

1 1 2, note. 
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Ford, (Mr.,) character of, iii. 151, 152— parallel between 
him and the Earl of Hillsborough, 152, J53. 

Fowke, (General), ruined by Lord Barrington, iii. 431 — state 
of the circumstances, ibid, 432> 9iot€. 

Fox, (Right Hon. C. J.) speech of, in the House of Com- 
mons, oil liberty of the press, i, 20 — 23, note — nobly car- 
ries a bill through parliament, declaring juries to be full 
judges both of the law and the fact, ii. 170 — 173, fiotes. 

Fiance, influence of, over the Continent might have been cur- 
tailed, i. 150, note. 

Freedom of the press, the palladium of English rights, i. 4 — 6 
— strictures on, 10 — IC?. 


G, 

G. A. objections of, to Junius’s state of the question con- 
cerning the Middlesex election, i. 182, 183, notes — his ob- 
jections considered, 181, scq. in text. * 

Came’ Laws, oppressive to the subject, ii. 396 . 

Gansel, ( Major-General), arrest of, ii. 37> notef — rescued 

from the bail i An by a corporal and other soldiers, 38 — 
Junius’s reasons for not pushing his inquiries against the 
general, iii. 234 — remarks of X. X. on his case, 239—241, 
2-16. ^ 

Garter, number of knights necessary to constitute a chapter, 

iii. 339 . V 

Garth, (Lieutenant), declines interfering in behalf of Gene- 
ral Gansel, ii. 38 — and stands aloof while another officer 
orders out the king’s guard to rescue him, ibid — remarks 
on this conduct, iii. 2^3 — 24(l. 

Garrick, (Mr.) .admonitory letter of Junius to him, i. *229 
— threatened by Mr. Wilkes if he performed a particular 
character, ibid, *230, note — letter of Mr. Wilkes on this 
character, ^230 — *232, notes, ^ 

c 

General Warrants, in what respects different from press 
rants, ii. 382 — 385. 
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Gisborne, (Colonel), motives of Sir Wm, Draper for resign-^ 
ing his regiment to him, i. — Colonel Draper resigned 

it to him for his half-pay, Q7 — accepts a pension for the 
government of Kinsale, ii. 136, 7io(€. 

Gower, (Lord), unduly elected a knight of the garter, iii. 339 
— account of the transaction, 7hid, 340, wo/e— strictures 
thereon, 339 — 341. 

Graftofi, (Duke of), notice of his political life, iii. l67, l6S 
— 1/0 — resigns his office of first lord of the treasur}^ ii. 
90, 7 iot € — portrait of, by Correggio, (Junius), 471 — Letters 
Junius to his grace, i. 106, ct scq. — on what footing he 
accepted, and soon after resigned the secretaryship of 
state, i. 31, undi note — character of his administration, 32 
— the only act of mercy he recommended to his iiiajesty 
disapproved, 109 — examination of Mac Quirk’s alfair, 

1 10, et stq, iii. 205 — 20/ — one fatal mark fixed on every 
measure in wliich he is conccrneil, i. 117 — ruins Sir 
James Lowtlier’s interest in Cumberland, for ever, ibid — 
a singular instance of yoiitli without spirit, 1 13 — is obliged 
either to abandon a useful partisan, or to protect a felon 
from public justice, 1 19 — requested to state for which of 
Mr. Wilkes’s good qualities he Iionoured him with his 
friendship, 120 — was at first scrupulous of ovt n exercising 
those powers with which the executive power ot the legis- 
lature is invented, 126 — charged with reserving proofs 
of his intrepid spirit for trials of greater hazard, J3i — 
and witli balancing his non-execution of the laws witli a 
breach of the constitution, 132 — the seating of Colonel 
Luttrel in parliament entails on posterity the immediate 
effects of his administration, 134 — remarks on his grace's 
conduct in this affair, 136 — 138 — base conduct of, to his 
mistress, 138, note — in his system of government, he ad- 
d/esscs himself to the touch, 140 — curious speculation on 
his character, ibid — its resemblance to that of his royal 
progenitors, 141— origin of his pace’s house, ibtdj note — 
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at tlie outset of his political career, was a patriot oi' nA 
unpromising expectations, i 42 ^account of his grace’s in- 
troduction into political life, 143, note — has many com- 
pensations to make in the closet for his former friendship 
with Mr. Wilkes, 144 — his union by marriage, not im- 
prudent in a political point of viev\', 145 — his public con- 
duct as a minister, the counterpart of his private history, 
147— effects of his administration, 152 — immoral conduct 
of, 153 — the whole course of hislife, a strange endeavour to 
unite contradictions, 15/ — ^Ids insult to public decorum at 
the Opera House, 159, ***• 40 — 12 — always has some 

reasons for deserting his friends, i. l60 — his political 
infant state, childhood, puberty, and manhood, i62, lt)3 
— if his talents had kept pace with the principles of his 
heart, he would liave become a most formidable minister, 
163 — ^the people find a resource in the weakness of his 
understanding, l(>4^his grace, the leader of a submissive 
administration, collected from the deserters of all parties, 
lOO — wholesome advice to liis grace, 171, 172 — his coy- 
ness in rejecting Mr. Vaughan’s proposals, compared to 
the termagant chastity of a prude, ii. 53 — is required to 
state the price of the patent purchased Mr. iline, ibul^ 
54 — remarks on the sale of offices by the duke, 55, ct serj, 
— in his public character has injured every subject in the 
empire, 90 — the event of all the sac\fices ho made to 
Lord Bute’s patronage, 91 — at the most iictive period of 
life compelled to quit the busy scene, and conceal himself 
from the world, 92 — disregards the petitions presented to 
the king, 94 — situation in which he abandoned his royal 
master, 95, ct 6cq , — contented himself with pronouncing 
Mr. Luttrell’s panegyric, 155 — is restored to his rank un- 
der the royal standard, 242— Junius confesses his great 
haiiinsic merit, but cautions him not to value it too highly, 
243 — in vain would the king have sought a more consuin- * 
mate character, 244 — Junius remembers with gratitude 
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how the duke accommodated his morals to the necessity 
of his service, 215 — ^his grace’s abundance of other merit 
wliicli secured the favour of his sovereign, 247 — that his 
grace never formed a friendship which was not fatal to the 
object of it, ifor adopted a cause wliicli he did not injiii’c, 
2o0 — his re-appointment to the cabinet, announced by the 
ominous return of Lord Lute, 252 — all liis grace’s mea- 
sures calculated to make bis majesty’s goverinncnt con- 
temptible and ridiculous/ i/mJ — that his grace is the pillar 
upon which Junius is determined to rest all his resentments, 
257 — letter to the duke from Junius, 321 — to what enor- 
mous c’xcosses the influence of the crown lias conducted 
his grace, without a ray of real understai^di ng, or a singhi 
spark of resolution, 322 — in what a hopeful state he deli- 
vered tlie navy to his successor, 32(3 — a warrant issued for 
cAitting timber in Whittlobury Forest, of which his grace 
is hereditary rangt’r, 32/ — his graef’s' cruel conduct on 
this occasion to the deputy ranger, i7 ). — the duke's asser- 
tion, that the property of the timber is vested in the ranger, 
disproved, 32S— yet the oaks keep tlieir ground, tlie king 
is defrauded, and the navy suffers for w^ant of timber, and 
all this to appease the Duke of (iraftou, 320 — strictures 
on the duke’s priie^iples, 329 — 337 — the story ol the oaks, 
addressed to the public and to Junius, 33y — 3 U, 
to the Duke cf Grafton, 400— the mortification of hi^ 
grace, on Sir- James Lowthcr’s defeat, — his expedition 
in hastening tlic grant to transfer the Duke of Portlamrs 
property to Sir James Lowtiicr, 404 — ironical letter to 
his grace, from Pomona, iii. 60 . — his negociation with 8ii 
J. Amherst considered, 114, 115 — his graced ideas of the 
proper object of a British peerage examined and exposed, 
121, 122 — strictures on his administration, by Atticus, 
Ib'd — 189 — he rose by Mr. Wilkes’s popularity, and will 
probably fall by it, I 90 — the charges of Junius against 
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the duke, contrasted with the answers of his grace’s de- 
fenders, 209 — 211 — the scurrilous language and conduct 
of his grace’s hireling writers, exposed by Augur, 219 — 
222— letter to his grace, by A. B. 222 — the facility witii 
which the duke abandoned his early connexions in friend- 
sliip and politics, a recommendation at court, 222, 223 — 
his conduct towards the Duke of Rutland, in nominating 
justices, exposed, 224—226 — vindicated by Messala, 227 
22() — liis grace's conduct, while in powder, examined and 
exposed, 283 — 2S0 — specimen of his oratorical talents, 
2S7, 288. 

G)anby, (Lord) charged with accumulating lucrative em- 
ployments in his own person and family, i. 58 — his 
cares chiefly confined to the filling up of commissions, 59 
— is commended and vindicated by Sir Wm. Draper 
against the charges of Junius, 63 — 69 — further remarks 
on, by Junius, 70-^8 — ^vindication of, by Titus, 83, Hseq, 
note — illustrations of his character as a man, as a soldier, 
and as a general, 85 — 88 — requested Sir Wm. Draper to 
desist from his defence, 105, note — remarks on his charac- 
ter, ib , — speech of, ib, 106, note — portrait of, by Correg- 
gio, (Junius), ii, 473 — ^letter to him, by (the same), a 
real friend, iii. 203 — his lordship’s, former and present 
character, contrasted, 203 — 205. 

Grenville j (Mr.) at any rate to be distressAl because he was 
a minister, i. 54 — his administration tiro*' authors of the 
stamp act, 147? ^lote — account of his political career, 167, 
note — vindicated from some reflections against him, in a 
pamphlet written in defence of Si- Wm. Blackstone, ipj, 
et seq, — chastised by the speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, 203 — concurred in forming the stamp act, and op- 
posing its repeal, iii. 86 — ^letter from him to Mr. Knox, 
87> 88, note — letter to him from Junius, 192 — the pVcu- , 
liar advantages resulting from his integrity and influence 
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pointed out, 193 — 196 — high character of him, hy Mr. 
Knox, 196 — 199» ^otes — his act for regulating contested 
elections, evaded, 29 1 . 

Grosvawr Cause, remarks on, iii. 3l I — 313, 

H. 

IlamiiiotJy (W. G.) notice of, i. '*100, note — proved not to 
be the writer of Junius’s letters, ih . — examination of Mr. 
Malone’s evidence to the contrary, *1 lb, et scq. 

Hatlaj, (Mr.) the government of tlie city said to be com- 
mitted to him, ii. 2.')3. 

Hartford, (Lord) remarks on his political conducf, iii. 2.'52, 
253. 

ifanrt/, (Adjutant-General) character of, i. OS. 

Jlau'ke, (Sir Edward) the country highly indebted to him, 
i. 59 — remarks on his political careef, iii. 2 If) — 252— Ids 
resignation considered, 314. 

Henrtciis, letter of, to Lord Suffolk, on his ronducL iii- 381 
— his lordship the first man who avowed himself to act 
without principle, 393— his jjoiitical tergiversation, 301, 
— 40] — letter to Lord Suffolk, 401 — his lordship’s re- 
signation a pledgOiof his delicacy, if not of Ins integrity, 
'101, 102 — strictures on the situation into which his lord- 
ship brought hifiiself, 103 — 405. 

ilillshorough, (Earl of) notice of his political life, iii. 1/' — 
173 — is appointed to govern the colonies of America, i. 
5,5 — Strictures on his administration, ib. 50' — origin of the 
office to which he was appointed, 55, 7 iolr — his conduct 
towards Sir J. Amherst considered, iii. 90, 91, 99 — 102 — 
letters of imeius to him on the same subje ct, 105 — 112, 
110 — 124 — letter of bis lordship to Sir Jotler}' AmhersI, 
, 117, 118, note — reply of A. 15. thereto, 1 19, note — other 

letters of Lucius on Ins lordship's conduct to Sir ,L Am- 
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herst, 133 — 139, I3g— 144, 145—155— ironical enco- 
mium on Lord TL, l6o — 162. 

HitiCy (Mr ) purchases a patent, ii. 53 — the price at which 
it was knocked down, 56 — ^history of tlie transaction, i 
* 201 , * 202 . 

Hisfori/y chapters of materials for, iii. 299 — 2.95. 

Holland, (Lord ) favoured by Junius, i. * 1/4 — petition against 
his embezzling public money, by the city of London, 
*175 — *177 — letter to the Lord Mayor, *177, *176 
— reply of the Mayor, *178, *179 — answer of Lord Hol- 
land, *160 — observations on his accounts, as Pay-master- 
Gcneral, *181 — M8l — memorial of his lordship, for 
longer time to make up liis accounts, *18*4 — his majesty’s 
Avarrant to stay process against him for six montlis, *1(S5. 

Ifolt, (Lord Chief Justice) anecdote of, iii. 3C)S, nott\ 

Home, (Rev. Mr.) his unfortunate endeavours in support of 
the nomination of sheriffs, ii. 256 — in his principles al- 
ready a bishop, U >. — his letter to Junius, 258 — the repu- 
tation gained under this signature, draws from liim a re- 
ply, 25g — he professes his readiness to lay down Jiis life 
in opposition to ministerial measures, ih, — that he did not 
solicit one vote in favour of Messrs. Plumber and Kirk- 
man, 260— letter to him from Whiplord, 260, 26l, note — 
letter to him from Junius, 263 — accused of having sold 
himself to the ministry, from his own letters, 2O-J — hfs 
mode of attack on Mr. Wilkes censured, 265—- particuhn s 
of his dispute with Mr. Wilkes, 265 — 27*6, notes — is cen- 
sured for improperly introducing a lady's name into the 
papers, 273, 274 — duped Mr. Ol.ver, 275, 276— another 
letter to Junius, 277 — charges him with insufficiency and 
«clf-contradiction, 27s — Extiact from one of his letters to 
Mr. Wilkes, relative. to ilieir dispute, 2/9—283, no/e-^feels 
m reluctance to attack tlie character of any man, 285 — that* 
darkness in which Junius thinks himself shrouded lias 
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not concealed him, 288 — reflections on tlie tendency of Ju- 
nius’s principles, ct seq . — that Mi\ W ilkes did commis- 

sion Mr. Walpole to solicit a pension for him, 295 — that, ac- 
cording to Junius, Mr. Wilkes ought to Iiold the strings of 
his bcnefiictors purses, so long as he continues to be a thorn 
in the King’s side, 297 — that the leaders of the opposition 
refused to stipulate certain points for tlie public, in case 
they should get into Administration, 298 — Junius’s prin- 
ciples will suit no form of governnient, 302 — is charged 
by Junius with changing the terms of the proposition, and 
siiipposing him to assert that it uoold he impossible for 
any man to write in tlic newspapers, and not be discover- 
ed, 305— Junius allows him a degree of merit, that aggra- 
vates his guilt, 307 — furious persecuting zeal soitened 
into moderation, 309 — that it is shameful for him who 
lias lived in friendship with Mr. Wilkes to reproach him 
with failings naturally connected with despair, 313 — a 
farewell epistle from Mr. Horne to Junius, 320, 321 — 
letter of Mr. Jl. to Mr. Onslow, charging him with 
corruption, i. * 190 — — is prosecuted by tlie latter, 
wlio is non-suitfed, *195 — Junius’s piivatc opinion on this 
ftflair, * 197 . 

Humphrey, (Mr.) hoise-wbips the Duke of lleilford, i. 738, 
note. 

r. 

Impressing seamen. 18ce Seamen. 

Injiuence (undue) of the crown, how produced, i. ?, 8 — 
Scottish, remarks on, 39—41. ii. 79 , 80. 

Innocent Reader, letter of, to the printer of the Public Ad- 
vertiser, iii. d08. 

Inqui si tio post mortem, explanation of the term, i. 114, 115, 
note. 

Insomnis, letter of, on tlie new commission of the Board of 
Trade, iii. 60— 0'9— reply to, hy C. 69 — 73 . 
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Irtlandy people of, uniformly oppressed, ii. 75— parliaments 
of, made octennial, 146, and note , — satirical account of 
a grand council convened on the affairs of .Ireland, 462, 
et seq. 

Irnhamy (Lord) the father of Colonel Luttrell, ii. 402— 
anecdotes of, i. *149, notCy ii. 402, 403, note — ^his daugh- 
ter married to the Duke of Cumberland, iii. 415, 4)6. 

J. 

JohnsoHy ( Dr. ) Extract from his ^ Thoughts on Palkland’s 
Islands,' ii. 105, note, 

Jiidgey one may be honest enough in deciding private causes, 
3^et a traitor to the public, i. 60. 

Juniuy letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, iii. 
212 — character of, and conjectures on, Junius, 213 — 217 
—reply of Junius to her, 218. 

JUNIUS’S LETTERS, preliminary essay on, i. *1 — 
state of Europe and of parties at home, during the period 
comprised in these letters, f5. *2 — discontents in the Ame- 
rican colonies, *3 — character of, and effects produced by, 
the Letters of Junius, *4 — *8 — *25 — proofs that the per- 
sons, hitherto supposed to have written these letters, are 
not the authors of them, *10, 11, reasons for the 

present publication, »11, — *17— account of the dif- 

ferent signatures under which Junius wrbte, and the rea- 
sons thereof, with extracts, *12, et seq. — 6rief characters 
of Sir William Draper and the Marquis of Granby, *25, 
26 — general account of the subjects discussed by Junius, 
*27y et 5rg.— the private situation c id circumstances of Ju- 
nius, *32, *33, et seq, *46, *47 — *52, *53 — proofs of his 
intimate acquaintance with every thing connected with the 
court, *35 — *38 — his secret intelligence respecting pub- 
lic events, *38 — ^private signah' between Junius and his 
*40, *41 — their private correspondence, *42, 
attempts made to discover Junius by various per- 
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sons, *41, *45 — remarks on Junius’s last letter to Lord 
Camden, *50, *51 — moral character of Junius, *54, *55 
— *65 — ■“68 — account of the first genuine edition of Ju- 
nius, *58— *65 — Junius’s counsel to Mr. Woodfall, on 
his prosecution, *69, *70 — political principles of Junius, 
considered, */!» ct seq. — prools, tiiat Junius was no j)arty- 
nian, *79 — *61 — religious opinions of Junius, *83 — *85 
— knowledge and rank of Junius, *87 — remarks o)> 

liis style, *80 — *07 — knowledge of the language, laws, 
constitution, and history of his country, *07> — exa- 

mination of the claims made to the authorship of Junius, 

1. Pkivati? Ljkttkrs of 

To Mr. Wood FA i.L, on the publication of lus letters, i. * P>5, 
€t iCfj . — avows the inij^ossihility of his ti er bemg knowni, 
*100> *'iOO — to Mr. Garrick, on his inlenneddliug with 
Junius, ’*220, and fiote — instructions to Mr. VV’oodfalJ, 
concerning a collected edition of hi^ Jelters, *230 — *234, 
^235, ct seq , — desires to have one copt/ bound in vellum, 
-<217 — letter of Mr, Woodiall to him on that subject, 
*2.36 — I5g. 

To Mr. Wilkes, i. ■'iuJ, et "seq , — Junius assures Mr. Wilkes 
of his support oif conslitutiuudl principles, *2u4 — on tlie 
Bill of lliglits’*8o('ioty, *205 — on his connexion with Mr. 
Saw'bridge, *266, *2()7, et seq. — Junius proposes a j)Ian 
for reconciling them, *273, *274 — censures the conduct 
of the supporters of the Bill of Rights, *275 — *233 — exa- 
mines the articles of their declaration, *28 1 — *295 — 
*309, et seq . — Oil the proposed election of Afr. Cro>by, to 
be Lord Mayor, '*305 — *307 — Junius declares that the 

^ public will never know him, *314 — permits the reading 
of his second letter to the Bill of Rights’ Society, *3l6 — 
*3 IS, et seq . — thanks Mr. Wilkes for his invitation to 
' VoL. Ilf, II 
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Guildhall on Lord Mayor's day, 325 — advises him what 
line of conduct to pursue, as sheriff, 327, 328 — request- 
ing information on Eyre's commitment, *32y, 330 — *333, 
*334. 


II. Public Letters of Junius. 

Junius dedicates his letters to the people of England, i. 1 — 
motives for, ib , — was not the sole depositary of his own 
secret, 2, and note — his motives for publishing his letters, 
9 — examination of Lord Mansfield's curious doctrine of 
libels, 14 — 3 [) — letter from, to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, on the state of the nation, and the different 
departments of tlie state, 47 — letter to Sir William Dra- 
per, 70 — commends Sir William D.'s giving his name to 
the public, but asserts it to have been nothing but spirit, 
71 — requires instances of Lord Granby's military skill, 
74 — proposes sundry queries to Sir William, 7b’> 17 — 
character of, 84, note — is called upon by Sir William to 
give his real name, 73, 79 — another letter to Sir William 
Draper, 95— explains Sir William’s bargain with Colonel 
Gisborne, g6 — 98 — reply to Sir William Draper, 99 — de- 
clares himself to be a plain, unlettered man, lOO — calls 
upon Sir William, to justify the declaration of the sove- 
reign in having done an act in his favour contrary to law, 
103 — takes his leave of Sir William^ 104 — Sir William 
Draper relinquishes all personal enmity against Junius, 
105, fiote — letter to the Duke of Grafton, 106'— the 
only act of mercy to which the Duke advertised his ma- 
jesty, meets with disapprobat* m, J09 — that it was ha- 
zarding too much, to interpose the strength of preroga- 
tive between such a felon as Mac Quirk and the justice of 
his country, IH — the pardoning of Mac Quirk, and the 
reasons assigned for it, co- sidered, 11 2, et seq, — to the 
Duke of G ration, Il6 — that one fatal mark seems to be 
fixed on every measure of his Grace, whether in a per* 
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sonal or political character, I17 — that a certain ministe- 
rial writer does not defend the minister, as to the pardon- 
ing of Mac Quirk on his own principles, 1 ] s, il() — that 
his Grace can best tell for which of IVIr. Wilkes's good 
qualities he first honoured him with his friendship, ]2() — 
to Mr. Edward VVY'ston, 121 — quotes from his supposed 
pamphlet, with remarks, 124 — to the Duke of Grafton, 
125 — that his Grace was at first scrupulous of even exer- 
cising those powers, with which the executive power of 
the legislatiirc is invested, ib, 12b — that lie reser\ed the 
proofs of his intrepid spirit for trials of greater hazard, 
131 — and hal vnced the non-execution of the laws, with a 
breach of the constitution, 132 — to the Duke of Gralton, 
13() — that his <jf race addresses liimselfsimplv to the loiieh, 
140 — speculates upon his (^race’s eharactei, ib , — his 
Grace’s character resembles that of his royal ancestors, 
14J — details the j)rogrcss of the Duke’s political career, 
E12 — 144, et scq . — to the Duke of (irafton, lb3 — if his 
talents could keep pace with the principJes of lu’s heart, 
he would have become a most formidahle minister, 103 — 
that he became the leader of an administration, gradually 
collected from the deserters of all parties, interests, ai\d 
connexions, lO^' — 1« the printer of the Public Adveitrser, 
173 — att^empts to state with justice and precision the ques- 
tion arising from Mr. Wilkeses expulsion, and the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Luttrcll, — Mr. Walpole’s expulsion 
considered, and the case of his re-election how far in 
point, 177 — 181 — to 8ir William Blackstom , 191- — a cer- 
tain pamphlet ill vindication of his conduct, considered, 
1L3, 193 — Mr. (irenville and Sir William Meredith, de- 
fended from some aspersions in this pamphlet, 193, cl scq. 
— t(j the printer of the Public Advertiser, 213 — that the 
author of a certain pamphlet, in defence of the proceed- 
ings relative to the Middlesex election, quotes only such 
parts of Mr. Walpole’s case as seemed adapted to liis pur- 
1 I 2 
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pose, 214 — that the house of commons meant to declare 
that Mr. Walpole’s incapacity arose from the crimes he had 
committed, 215, 216—221 — they also declared the other 
candidate not duly elected, 220 — explains some passages 
in his last letter, 224, 225 — to the Duke of Bedford, 231 
— causes of his Grace’s unpopularity, ib. 232, note — that 
he has lost much of his authority and importance, 236, et 
seq . — importance of his mission to Versailles, 239— those 
who arc acquainted with his Grace’s pecuniary character, 
suspect that such sacrifices would not have been made 
without some private compensations, 241 — stipulations 
made between him and Lord Bute, and violated, 242 — the 
nu'asures he took to obtain and confirm his power consi- 
dered, 244 — 248 — to Sir William Draper, ii. 5 — that, 
after attacking Junius under that character, he had no 
right to know him under any other, 6 — that Sir William 
was appointed colonel of a regiment greatly out of h.i^ 
turn, ib , — Junius does not think it necessai-y he should be 
exposed to the resentment of the worst and most power- 
ful men in the country, 7 — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, 15 — Sir William still continues a fatal friend, 
l6 — the Duke of Bedford’s liberality stated, 18, 19 — to 
the printer of tire Public Advertiser, 27 — applauds the 
spirit with which a lady has paid the of gratitude to 
her benefactor, ib , — this single act of benevolence the 
more conspicuous from standing alone, ib. 28 — ro the 
printer of the Public Advertiser, 35 — the present ministry 
as singularly marked by their fortune as their crimes, ib . — 
and seem determined to perplex us with the multitude of 
their offences, 36 — a major-general of the army arrested 
for a considerable debt, and rescued by a serJeant and 
some private soldiers, 37 — that this is a wound gr^en to 
the law, and no remedy has been applied, 39 — the maiil 
, .question is, how the ministry have acted on this occasion, 
ib , — the aggravating circumstances of this affair stated^ 
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40— that the regiments of guards, as a corps, are neither 
good soldiers nor good subjects, 41 — that the marching 
regiments are the best troops in the world, 42 — Junius 
vindicates himself from the charge of inflaming the 
minds of the people, 43 — to the printer of the Public Ad- 
vertiser, 50 — admits the claim ol Modestus in the Gazet- 
teer, z/;.— that Modestus having insinuated, that the of- 
fenders in the rescue may still be brought to trial, any 
attempt to prejudge tlie cause would be liighly improper, 
51 — that, if the gentlemen whose conduct is in question 
be not brought to trial, the Duke of Grafton shall hear 
from him again, ih . — leaves it to his countrMiicn to deter- 
mine by what motives lie is animated, 52 — to the Duke of 
Grafton, ib . — he gives the Duke credit for his discretion 
in refusing Mr. Vaughan’s proposals, 63 — enquires tlie 
price of Mr. Mine’s patent, ib, 54 — and wliether his Grace 
dares to complain of an attack upon his own honour while 
lie is selling the favours of the crown, 5 1 — to the Duke of 
Grafton, ib , — is surprised at the silence of his Grace’s 
friends to the charge of having sold a patent place, 5 3 — 
the price at which it w as knocked down, 50‘ — none of his 
Grace’s friends arc bold enough to deny this charge, 67, 
58 — tliat Mr. Vau^ian’s ofler amounted to a liigli misde- 
meanour, Oo — to the printer of the Pcbhc Advertiser, 
03 — Junius su])poscs a well-intentioned prince asking ad- 
vice for the happiness of his subjects, ib. 04 — and in what 
terms an honest man, if permitted to approach his sove- 
reign, would address him, 04 — ^separates the amiable prince 
from the folly and treachery of his servants, (i() — that the 
king should distinguish between bis own dignit} and what 
serves only to promote the interest and ambition of a mi- 
nister, lb. — that he should withdraw his confidence from 
all parties, and consult only his own understanding, 0'7~ 
that there is an original bias in his education, 08 — that a 
little personal motive was sufficient to displace the ablest 
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advocates of the crown, 69— that Mr. Wilkes, when he at- 
tacked the favourite, was unworthy of a king’s royal re- 
sentment, /(), 71 — that the destruction of one man was, 
for niJiny years, the sole object of government, 7 1 — that 
his ministers have forced the subjects, from wishing well 
to the cause of one man, to unite with him in their own, 
72 — that nothing but the repeal of a certain resolution 
can heal the wound given to the constitution, 73 — if an 
English king be hated or despised, he must be unhappy, 
75 — that it is in vain for the king to look lor assistance 
either from Ireland or from the Colonies, 77 — that the 
king takes the sense of the army from the conduct of the 
Guards, as he docs that of the people from the represent- 
ations of the ministry, 80 — that the house of commons 
have attributed to their own vote an authority, equal to 
an act of the legislature, 83— recommends to the king a 
line of conduct towards Mr. Wilkes, 84, et scq. — to the 
Duke of Grafton, 90— in his public character he has in- 
jured every subject in the empire, ib.—at the most active 
period of lile, he must quit the busy scene, and conceal 
himself from the world, 92— the situation, in which he 
abandoned the king, 97 — that he either diilered from his 
colleagues, or thought the administ.*ation no longer tena- 
ble, 98 — that he began with betraying the people, and 
concluded with betraying the king, 99 — vindicates Mr. 
Vaughan, as a much injured man, lOl — takes his leave of 
the Duke of Grafton, ib. 102 — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, 104 — the king’s answer to the city remon- 
strance considered, 105 — 109 — the grievances of the peo- 
ple aggravated by insults, 110 — the city of London have 
set an example, worthy to be followed by the whole king- 
dom, 1 14, 115 — if any part of the representative bjdy be 
not chosen by the people, that part vitiates and corrupts 
the whole, 115 — instead of answering the city’s petition, 
his majesty pronounces his own panegyric, 115 — whether 
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the remonstrance be or be not injurious to parliament, is 
the very question between parliament and the people, ib, 
■^the city of London has not desired the king to assume a 
power placed in other hands, 121 — tliey call upon him to 
make use of hU lawful prerogative, 122 — to the printer of 
the Public Advertiser, 123 — that the king’s answer to the 
city of London is only the sentiment of the minister, 124— 
the consequences of which, however, materially alfect his 
majesty’s honour, — who should never appear but in an 
amiable light to his subjects, 125 — an appeal to his majes- 
ty’s judgment, 131 — addresses from parliament, consider- 
ed as a fashionable unmeaning formality, 132 — their con- 
sequences considered, when supposed to mean wliat they 
profess, ih, 133 — to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
134 — while parliament was sitting, it would have been 
neither safe nor regular to have offered any opinion on 
tlieir proceedings, 134 — we had a right to expect some- 
thing from their prudence, and something IVoin their fears, 
136 — the majority of the house of lords join with the 
other house, 141 — they would hardly have yielded so 
much to the oilier house, without the certainty of a com- 
pensation, 142 — they did not vindicate their own dignity 
when grossly attaojked, 143 — strictures on the business of 
the session after voting the supplies, 146, — the king’s 

situation after proroguing the parliament, 150 — to Lord 
North, 154-Ltlie honour of rewarding Mr. Luttrell’s ser- 
vices reserved for his Lordshjp, 154 — whom he calls upon, 
to tell the country who advised the king to appoint Co- 
lonel Luttrell adjutant-general to the army of Ireland, 
156 — to Lord Mansfield, 159 — danger of writing to his 
Lordship, who is both judge and party, a tribute paid 
to^his Scotch sincerity, 160— anecdotes of his Lordship, 
160, 161, note — that his Lordship consoles himself for the 
loss of a favourite family, by reviving the maxims of their 
government, 162 — his maxims of jurisprudence direct his 
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interpretation of the law and the treatment of juries, ih, 
l 6'3 — that the court of king s bench thereby becomes a 
court of equity, l 65 — his conduct with regard to Bing- 
ley’s affair, iGti, and note — charges his f^ordship with invad- 
ing the province of the jury in matter of lib^l, l 6 j, i/O — 
his Lordship's charge to the jury, in the prosecution of 
Almon and Woodfall, contradicted the highest legal au- 
thorities, 174 — that he ordered a special juryman to be 
set asidoj without any legal objection, 177 — is accused of 
having done great mischief to this country us a minister, 
177 > 17^ — to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 182 — 
violence and treachery at home supported hy treachery 
and submission abroad, 183 — the expedition of the Spa- 
niards against Port Egmont, 184 — his majesty’s ship de- 
tained in port above twenty days, 165 — the king’s speech, 
Nov. 1770, considered, 18 (i — if the actual situation of 
Europe be considered, when the affair of Port Egmont 
happened, the treachery of the king’s servants will appear 
in the strongest colours, l(>0 — a mo.-t favourable opportu- 
nity is lost, ifii — the affair of Port Egmont affords mate- 
rials fora fable, 192 — to the printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser, 205 — we have nothing to apprehend from preroga- 
tive, but much from undue influenu^, 20p — our political 
climate, severely altered, 210 — the nature and origin of 
privileges traced and considered, 21 1, ct' seq . — to the Duke 
of Grafton, 242 — that the king would in i^ain have looked 
round the kingdom for a character so consummate as tliat 
of his Grace, 241 — that his Grace did not neglect the 
magistrate while he flattered the . .an, 240 ' — that his Grace 
has abundance of other merit, to recommend him to the 
sovereign, ib, — to the Duke of Grafton, 2 19 — that he 
never formed a friendship, that did not prove fatal to the 

f bject.of it, 250 — ^liis Grace’s "ervices to his royal master * 
ave been faithfully recorded, 251 — his Grace's re-ap- 
pointment to a scat in the cabinet, how announced to the 
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public, 252 — that his Grace is the pillow, upon which he 
is determined to rest all his resentments, 25/— to the 
Rev. Mr. lliv/n^ 2()3 — concludes from Mr. Horne's own 
letters, that he sold himself to the ministry, 264 — cen- 
sures h.s attack on Mr. Wilkes, 265 — and his improper 
introduction of a lady’s name into the papers, 27:1, 2/4 — 
to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 303 — if any coarse 
expressions have escaped Junius, he agrees that tliey are 
unlit for liis pen, but they may not have been improperly 
applied, 30-J — that, upon Mr. Horne’s terms, there is no 
danger in being a patriot, 303 — !»y what gcaitle degrees 
his persecuting spirit has been softened into moderation, 
30i) — causes of Junius’s dc'te«talion of tlie Duke of (iraf- 
toii, 31 1 — a farewell letter to Junius from Mr. Horne, 
320, 321 — Junius to the Duke of Grafton, 3 23— that his 
Grace has done as mueh mischief to the community as 
Cromwell would have done, if he had been a coward, 322 
— the enormous excesses, through whicli court influence 
has safely conducted his Grace, without a ray of real un- 
dcratuiiding, — it is like the universal passport of our 
ambassadr)!*, 323 — his majesty in want of mone}^, nnd the 
navy in uant of timber, : 20 — a warrant issiual for cutting 
down trees in \V4iittlcbury forest, of wbicli In'. Grace is 
hereditary rangCM', 327 — bis Grace’s behaviour on this oc- 
casion, ifj. — the oaks keep their ground, and the king is 
delVauded, S'Jfj — to the livery of London, 338 — the elec- 
tion of a chief magistrate, a point in which e\ery member 
of ihe community is interested, .340 — that the question, 
to those who mean fairly to the liberties of the people, 
lies in a narrow compass, 342 — Mr. Nash’s character, as 
a public man and a magistrate, 26. 343 — he cannot alter 
lys conduct without confessing that he never acted on 
principle of any kind, 343 — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, 344-— Junius laments the unhapjiy differences 
which have arisen among the friends of the people, 344 — 
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The insidious partisan^ who foments the disorder, sees the 
fruit of his dishonest industry ripen beyond his hopes^i 
345 — that Mr. Wilkes has no resource but in the public 
favour, 347 — that Mr. Alderman Sawbridge has evinced 
that republican firmness which the times require, 349— 
the right of pressing seamen founded originally upon a 
necessity that supersedes all argument, 351 — the designs 
and conduct of Lord Mansfield further investigated, 354, 
ct seq. — patriotism is capable of being improved by trans- 
planting, 357 — to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
393 — Junius vindicates himself from the charge of misre- 
presentations, 393—397 — to Lord Mansfield, 397 — charges 
his Lordship with doing an illegal act in bailing Eyre, 
397 — 399 — Junius engages to make good this charge, 
399 — to the Duke of Grafton, 400— on the miserable de- 
pression of the Duke, when almost every man in the king- 
dom was exulting at Sir James Lowther’s defeat, ib, 401 
—that he violates his own rules of decorum, when he docs 
not insult the man whom he has betrayed, 402 — to Lord 
Mansfield, 406 — that the superior power of bailing for 
felony, in the court of king’s bench, has only the negative 
assent of the legislature, 409 — that a person, positively 
charged with feloniously stealing, and taken with the 
stolen goods upon him, is not bailable, 4ll — the law 
Stated, 412 — the several statutes relative to bail, stated in 
due order, 413, €£ seq, — the law as stated,* applied to the 
case of John Eyre, who was committed for felony, 434 — 
to the Right Hon. Lord Camden, 4?41 — Junius calls on 
his Lordship to stand forth in defence of the laws of his 
country, 4il — extract of a letter from Junius to Mr. 
Wilkes, 444 ' — Junius renounces his hostility to Lord 
Chatham, iii. 4 , and note — apparent inconsistencies i^ his 
conduct, accounted for, 27, 28, note— to the printer of the 
Public invert iser, 19C — the treatment of Mr. Wilkes, 
considered, in the afiair of general warrants, 19O— 392— 
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to the same, 197 — on the monody written on his sup- 
posed death, 197 — 202 — exaggerated character of Junius 
by Silurus, 201, note — character of, and conjectures on, 
Junius, by Junia, 212—217 — Junius's reply to her, 218 — 
Junius's attack on Lord Mansfield’s doctrine, in the Gros- 
venor cause, defended, 311 — 313. 

References to other letters of Junius, will be found in this 
index under the following articles, viz. A, Amicus 
Curice, Anonymous Ltitevs^ Anti-Belialy Anti-Fox, Anti-Se* 
janusy Anti-Fan^Teague, AtticuSy Augur, Bifrons, Brutus, 
C. Corrector, Corregio, Crito, Ctmbtimsis, Domitian, 
Downwright, Uenricus, Junrper, L. L, Mnemon, Modern^ 
tor, ModeratiiSy Nemesis, Phalaris, Philo-Junnis, TdU 
Truth, Temyorvm Fclicitas, Test ic ulus, 7'itus, Valerian, 
Veteran, X, X, i'. Z. 

Jury, examination of Lord Mansfield’s charge to, on the 
trial of Mr. Woodfall, i. 14, et seq. — their functions de- 
fined, 36 — 3CJ — juries have the full power of judging both 
of the law and the fact, ii. lyo, note* 

Jumpers letter, in vindication of Junius, iii. 419 — 421, 
Justice, impartial administration of, the firmest security of a 
government, i. 5g — letter from, vindicating the Duke of 
(jrafton, ii. 56, 5f, notes. 


K. 

Kninedys, (Matthew and Patrick) condemned for murdej, 
but pardoned at the intercession of a prostitute, ii. 133, 
and note. 

King, the power of king, lords, and commons proved not to 
be an arbitrary power, i. 3, and note — the maxim, ‘ that 
the king can do nowrong,^ examined, i. 41, 42, ii. 60 — 
mismanagement of his affairs in the house of commons, i. 
53 — favourable auspices with which he commenced his 
reign, 151 — Junius’s letter to him, ii. 64, et extract 
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from his majesty’s speech, Nov. 13, 176O, 66, note 
— extract of his speech, in 1767, ii. 503, note — ^ficti- 
tious discussion of, 502, ci seq , — answers of, to the ad- 
dresses and remonstrances of parliament, and of the city 
of London, 107, lio, 113, notes — his speech, Nov. 1770, 
considered, 1 86 — ^particulars of his majesty's dispute with 
the city, iii. 255 — 258, notes — remarks thereon by Mode- 
ratus, 255 — 26o — the king cannot change the law by his 
prociamation, 353 — conversation of his maj^'sty with Lord 
Barrington, 


L. 

L. L. letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, iii. 
80 — on Sir Jeffery Amherst's dismission from his govern- 
ment, 81 — 83 . 

iMd Tax Act, validity of, questioned by Mr. Aklerinan 
' Townsend, iii. 264, abst ract of the trial of this ques- 

tion, 205 — 268, 7\otts. 

Laws of England grow out of the constitution, i. 3. 

].ee, (General) examination of his claims to the authorship 
of Junius’s letters, i. ’121, ct siq » — proved woMo Iiavc 
written them, * 130 — * 132 . ^ 

Ltgge, (Mr.) dismissed from office, for party purposes, 6p, 
note, ^ 

Legislature, not vested with arbitrary power, L 5 , and note. 

Libel, vilifying the house of commons or its members, pu- 
nishable as severely in the king's bench as one upon the 
king, ii. 218 . 

Liberty of the press, the palladium of British rights, i. 4, 5, 
6 — strictures on, 10 — 16 — remarks on, by Delolmc, 45, 
46. 

Licentiomness of the press, charge ^f, examined, i. 13 — 16. 

LJgonier, { Lord) the command of the army taken frQm him 
against his inclination, i. 76. 
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Livery of London, letter to, on the choice of a cliief magi- 
strate, ii. 338, it seq. 

Lloyd, (Charles) proof that he was not the writer of the let- 
ters of Junius, i. *100. 

London, (City of) has given an example in what manner a 
king of this country should be addressed, i. 1/0, ii. 105, 
seq . — addresses of, considered, — copies of the addresses, 
remonstrances, and petitions, to the king 105 — 1 14, notes 
— particulars of their dispute with the king, iii. 555 — 258, 
notes — remarks thereon, tb, 256 — 2(30 — strictures on their 
remonstrance, 274— 27(3 — vote of thanks to Lord Chat- 
ham, for his declaration in favour of'sliort parliaments, i. 
299, 300, note — petition of, on the embez/lcmcnt of public 
treasure, i. *J75, ct seq, — reply thereto by Lord Holland, 
M77, ^178. 

Jjotuh and Common.*:, powers of, deiined, i. 5, (3. 

Lords, (House of) order all strangers to be excluded, iii. 
289, 25)0. 

Lottery, the worst possible way of raisijig nionej^, i. 53. 

Loyally, nature' of, delined, i. 48. 

Lowther, (Sir James) his interest in the county of Cumber- 
land ruined by the Duke ol (Trafton, i. 1 17 — his litigious 
spirit displayed ii the county of Cumberland, ii. :J3l — 
333, note — nonsuited in his cause aganist tiie Duke of 
Portland, 33b, note — letters relative to his grant, iii. 7, 15, 
21, 22. • 

Lucius, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, iii. 
b9 — Lord Hillsborougli^s conduct towards Sir J. Amherst 
considered, 90, 9 1 — letter to his lordsln'p on tlic same sub- 
ject, 105 — 112 — to Lord Hillsborough, lib — his lord- 
ship’s negociation with Sir J. Amherst, evamined, 1 17 — 
124 — reply of Cleophas, 12/ — 133 — to the Earl of llilJs- 
borough, in refutation of Cleophas, 133 — 1.38 — the same 
sebjett continued, 139—144 — to the same, 1 45 — tliere is 
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no surer sign of a weak head, tlian a settled depravity of 
heart, 145 — strictures on his lordship’s system of morals, 
147—149 — his lordship’s advice to the governors of the 
colonies considered, 143 — 150 — list of epithets applied by 
his lordship to Lucius, 150 — Lucius to the Earl of Hills- 
borough, 151 — reply to his lordship’s letter in the Gazet- 
teer, 153—155. 

LiUtrell, (Mr.) successfully patronised by the Duke of Graf- 
ton, i. J32 — his arbitraiy appointment a violation of the 
constitution, 169 — the question arising from Mr. Wilkes’s 
expulsion, and Mr. L.’s appointment, attempted to be 
stated with justice and precision, 173, et seq. — I.ord Cam- 
den’s manly disapprobation of the proceedings of the house 
of commons concerning him, ii. Qt), note — further obser- 
vations on his being seated in parliament to the exclusion 
of Mr. Wilkes, iii. 276' — 278— strictures on his appoint- 
ment to be adjutant-general of Ireland, ii. 156, and note — 
he resigns that office, 158, note. 

Lynn, burgesses ofi re-elect Mr. Walpole, after being ex- 
pelled, i. 179. 

M. 

Mackenzie, (Mr. Stuart) biographical ncfcice of, i. 146, note. 

Maepherson, (Sir John) monody on Junii^s, 208, note — re- 
marks on, 3 13, 344. 

Maclcane, (Mr. L.) account of, iii. 343, note. 

Mac Quiik, (Edward) charged with murder at the Middle- 
sex election, i, 110, note — his maiesty’s warrant for par- 
doning him, 111, note — the pardoning of him much cen- 
sured, 112 — the reasons assigned for it, examined and re- 
futed, 112, et seq. — the Duke of Grafton’s conduct in this 
affair, considered by Simplex, 205 — 2O7. • 

Malone, (Mr.) examination of his evidence to prove that Mr. 
Hamilton did not write Junius’s letters, i. *116- — *118. 
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Manilla ransom, dishonourably given up, i. 72— notice of, %b. 
nol€\. 

Mansfield^ (Lord) anecdotes of, ii, 16O, I61, note — strictures 
on his charge to the jury, in the case of libels^ i. 14, ct scq. 
— liis charge to the jury, on the trial of Mr. Woodlkll, for 
publishing the letters of Junius, 16 — 18, notes — queries 
proposed to him in the house of lords thereupon, by Lord 
Camden, 18, 1 9, note — his extraordinary dictum, in giving 
the opinion of the court of king’s bench, 30 — 34, note-— 
extract from his eloquent speech on reversal of Mr. 
Wilkes’s outlawry, 127, note — speech on the prosecution 
of Mr. Vaughan, ii. 61, note — Junius pays a tribute to his 
Scotch sincerity, lO’O — that his lordship had some attach- 
ments, which he took every opportunity to acknowledge, 
%h, 161 — is charged with reviving the maxims ot govern- 
ment of his favourite family, 162 — and with following a 
uniform plan of eidarging the power of tlie crown at the 
subjects’ expense, ih , — that he labours to contract the 
power of the jury, or to mislead their judgment, 163— 
that, instead of positive rules which should detenninc a 
court, he has introduced his own unsettled notions of 
equity, 164, 163 — liis conduct in regard to ley’s con- 
finement and release, 16/, 16s — his cliiirge to the jury, 
contradicts the highest legal authorities, 169, J 70 — J76— 
is reminded of the name of Henson, 1 76 — charged with 
doing much ftiischief to this country as a minister, I//— 
and with supporting a ministry, which he kn«.w to bo 
odious, and spoke of sometimes with contempt, I79 — his 
suspicious applause of Lord Chatham, 36g, tt scq . — his 
reasons for challenging a juryman, 375 — is defended by 
Solicitor-General Thurlow, ib. note — is accused of endea- 
vouring to screen the king's brother, 3/6 — and of intro- 
ducing new practices into the court of king’s bcncli, 377> 
378 — is charged by Junius with bailing a man not baila- 
ble by the law of the land, 406— Lord Camden accepts 
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liis challenge to discuss the doctrine laid down by the 
king’s bench in WoodfalPs cast*, iii. 2y2 — Lord Mansfield 
refuses to answer his lordship, 294 — his conduct on Mr. 
Woodfall’s trial defended by Nerva, 295 — 300, votes — 
attacked by Phalaris, 295 — 304 — report of his lordship’s 
decision in the case ofMcarcs and Sheploy against Anscll, 
i. *239, *240, note. 

Measures and not men, the common cant of affected niodei u- 
tion, ii. 9 — a tjiiotation from Pope on this Mibject, ih. 

Meredith, (Sir William) vindicated from some aspersions 
thrown out against him, in a pamphlet written in defence 
of Sir Wm. lllackstone, I93, ct seq. 

Messata^ letter of, vindicating the Duke of' Chailonks ci;i)diict 
towards the Duke of Uutland, iii. 227 — 229. 

Middlesex Election, proceedings of parliament in, censured 
by the Marcpiis of Granby, i. 105, note — slierilfs ol‘, dis- 
charged their duty in returning Mr. Wilkes, 135 — ac- 
count of his successive re-elections for this county, 132 — 
134, notes — the arbitrary election of Mr. LuUrelK a vio- 
lation of the constitution, i0'9 — this election considered, 
184 — 18S, and notes, iii. 2Go — 20'9 — petition of tlie fi(?e“ 
liolders of this county to the king, in consequence of the 
decision of the house of commons onddie Middlesex elec- 
tion, i. — *171? notes. 

Ministnj, arrangement of, in 1709, i. 40, n\jte. 

Ministers, 'fo be acquainted with their merit it is sulTicient to 
observe the condition of the people, i. 49 — tlieir miscon- 
duct is the cause of the sudden and extraordinary change 
within these few^ years in Great P.itain, 5 3 — the conduct 
and character of ministers, the real cause of national ca- 
lamities, 71 — a minister in this country, who is determined 
to do wrong, must be a man of abilities and courage, iii. 1 
i — ministers are called upon to answer for the excesses at- 
tendant on Mr. Wilkes’s election, 30, et seq . — their con- 
duct towards liim fully coijsiilered, 20 — 32> 33 — they pro- 
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duce him once more on the stage, in order to keep Dol'd 
Bute in order, 33 — duplicity their predominant virtue, 42 — 
illustrated in their conduct towards the Duke of Portland, 
44 — 46 — their endeavours to make us happy have been 
equally indefatigable and ingenious, 4S — are charged by 
Valerius, with violating the rights of long and undisputed 
possession, for the purposes of undue influence at an elec- 
tion, and of paying a base court to a clandestine and dan- 
gerous power, 52 — the line of conduct stated, which they 
ought to have pursued in the Duke of Portland's case, 5^ 
—their conduct towards Sir J. Amherst, considered, 9 O, 
pi, gg — 102 — do not always tell the truth, even to their 
most intimate friends, 180. 

Mncnion, letters of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
iii. / — that the people of England are by nature phleg- 
matic, zb — the principle, that no length of possession se- 
cures against the claim of the crmin, controverted, 11— 
to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 13 — the maxim, 
ziullum fetzipus occurrit regij further discussed, J /, et seq, 

]\lod€rator, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 

ii. 475 — strictures on the contest between Philo -Veritatis 
and No Ghost, on Lord Townshend's bravery, 4/5 — 481. 

Moderatus, letter of,^o the printer of the Public Advertiser, 

iii. 255 — strictures on the king’s dispute with the city of 
London, 255 — notes, 

Modcstub^ charges Junius with absurdity in his writings, ii, 
— cannot distinguish between a sarcasm and a contra- 
diction, ib . — is cliarged with misquoting what Junius says of 
conscience, and making the sentence ridiculous by making 
it his own, 31 — w^ho was the real writer under the signa- 
ture of Modestus, 28, note — remarks on Ids contest with 
Junius, iii. 230’ — 239 — another letter of Modestus to Ju- 
^ nius, 242 — strictures on the conduct of Captains Garth 
and Dodd, 243,214—246. 

Monodi/ on Junius, iii, 200, note, 

VOL. in. K K 
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Montesquieu^ maxim of, i. 108, note* 

Moore^ (Sir John) has a pension of 5001. per ann. i. 151, and 
note — query concerning it, 154. 

Morris^ (Mr.) speech of, on the arrest of printers for print- 
ing the debates in parliament, iii. 358, note, 

Musgrate, (Dr.) firmness and integrity of, before the House 
of Commons, ii. 144, and note.\ 

N. 

Nashy (Mr.) considerations on his character as a magistrate, 
and as a public man, ii. 342 — is elected lord mayor, ib. 
note — state of the poll at his election, i. *275, note. 

Nation, when its safety is at stake, suspicion is a sufficient 
ground for inquiry, i. 48* 

Navi/, woeful state of, in 1771* 326, and note. 

Nemesis, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser^ 
iii, 451 — memoirs of Lord Barrington, 4*52— 457* 

Nerva, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, iii. 
295, vindicates Lord Mansfield's conduct in tlve 

house of lords, 295 — 300, notes. 

Newhery's edition of Junius, remarks on, i, *172, *173. 

Noblemen, (Young) advantage of thqir entering into the 
army, i. 89. 

North, (Lord) Chancellor of the Exchequer, i. 52 — is 
admonished to think seriously before ke increases the 
public debt, ibid, 53— the palm of ministerial firmness 
transferred to him, ii. 102— description of his person, 
132 — had the means of reduc' ig the four per cents 
at once, 148 — ^but loses the opportunity, I49, and note 
—the honour of rewarding Colonel Luttrell's services 
reserved for him, 154 — is called upon by Junius to tell 
who advised his majesty to appoint Colonel Luttrelf adju- 
tant-general of Ireland, 150— he shall not have time to 
new-model the Irish army, 157 — Lord North’s defence of 
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Jiiniself, relative to Sir Wm. Lowther’s grant, iii. 18, note 
— political portrait of him, 17O — his remarks on the let- 
ters of Junius, i. *6, note — letter to, on the choice of his 
friends, and ministerial conduct, *221 — *223, note, 
Northingtony (Lord Chancellor) portrait of, by Junius, ii. 

472. 

Noye, (Mr. Attorney-General) his opinion of the privilege 
of the House of Commons to commit for contempt, ii. 23v'3. 
Kullum tcmpus occurrit regi. This maxim examined and ex- 
posed, iii. 14, et seq. — investigated by C. (Junius), 34 — 
it could only be true under the feudal government, 38. 

O. 

Old Noll, destined to be the ruin of the house of Stuart, i. 
15() — grants that Corsica has been sacrificed to the 
French, 162 — a nick-name of Oliver Cromwell, 157, note* 
Onslow, (Mr.) letters to Mr. Wilkes, iii. 230, 231, and no^cj, 
232, 233 — threatens so prosecute Mr. Woodfall for print- 
ing a libel on his character, i. *174 — correspondence of, 
on this subject, *187> et seq, — letter to him by Mr. Horne, 
*190 — *194 — whom he sues, but is nonsuited, *195 — Ju- 
nius’s opinion of him, *197- 

Outlawry of Mr. Wilkes, extract from Lord Mansfield’s 
speech on reversing it, i. 12/ — 130, notes. 


P. 

Parliaments, view of the dissolution and reassembling of, 
during the present reign, i. 4, wo/e— long parliaments the 
foundation of the undue influence of the crown, 7, 8— 
the privilege of parliaments considered, 169, 190 — ad- 
dresses from parliament considered as a fashionable un- 
meaning formality, ii. 132 — their consequences consider- 
ed when they mean what they profess, ib. 133 — fictitious 
account of the debates in parliament, in 1767, 499, et seq, 
K K 2 
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Parsons ( Ann) the Duke of Grafton’s mistress, i. 131, note — 
]ed into public by him, and placed at the head of his table, 
153 — handed through the Opera House in presence of the 
Queen, by the first Lord of the Treasury, 159, ifiO — base 
conduct of the Duke of Grafton towards her, 138, note. 

Parties^ union of, not productive of the benefit expected 
therefrom, i. 50— plan for conciliating recommended by 
Sir William Draper, 102, 103, note. 

People, — The submission of a free people, a compliance with 
laws enacted by themselves, i. 47 — in reading the history 
of, how w’e become interested in their cause, 48 — the im- 
partial administration of justice, the firmest bond to se- 
cure their submission, and to engage their affections to 
government, 59, 60. 

Percy (Earl) placed at the head of a regiment, i, 89 — was 
aid-de-camp to the king, and had the rank of colonel, 
before he had a regiment, 96. 

Phalaris, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 
iii. 295 — replies to Nerva, against Lord Mansf eld’s con- 
duct in Mr. WoodfiiJPs affair, 295 — 304 — a card from 
Phalaris, on Mr. Justice’s amours with Lady Williams, 
308. 

Philo^Junius to the printer of the Publjp Advertiser, i. 153 
— that the Duke of Grafton’s friends in the contest with 
Junius, are reduced to the general charge of scurrility and 
falsehood, ih, — the truth of Junius’s facta of importance 
to the public, ib , — a review of them, as stated in letter 
xii. ib. 154, 155 — and the letter to the printer of the 
Public Advertiser, 150— -that the Duke of Grafton’s whole 
course of life is a strange endeavcjr to reconcile contra- 
diction, ib. 15/ — a violation of public decorum should 
nevey be forgiven, 159 — remarks on the duke’s conduct 
respect, id. IGU — that his grace always has «ome 
Excellent reasons for desertinj^' his friends, ido — ironical 
notice of Lord Sandwich, 1 61, and note J — to the printer of 



INDEX. 


501 


the Public Advertiser, ISI — the objections of G. A. to 
Junius’s state of tlic question concerning the Middlesex 
election, considered, ih, ct aeq. — vindicates Junius’s rea- 
soning on Mr. Walpole's case, 217 -^ 219 , futcs — charges 
the ministry with introducing a new system of political 
logic, which he calls argument against fact, 22(5 — that Sir 
William Blackstone sometimes contradicts the Ministry 
as well as himself, 229 , 230 — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, ii. 28 — lie is assured that Junius will never 
descend to a dispute with such a writer as Mode.^tus, 28 — 
examination of the proofs brought to support the charge 
of Junius being an Irishman, et .seq . — tliat Modestus 

misquotes what Junius says of conscience, and makes the 
sentence ridiculous by making it Ins own, 31 — to the 
printer of the Public Advertiser, 45 — remarks on Junius’s 
letter XXX. ib, 4G et seq. — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, ISl — the objections of G. A. to Junius’s slate 
of the question concerning the Middlesex election con- 
sidered, ib. 182, et scq. and iiotea — to tijc printer of the 
Public Advertiser, 105 — that Anti- Junius triumphs in hav- 
ing, as he supposes, cut oil’ an out-post of Junius, 19 S — 
that Junius does not speak of the Spanish nation, but the 
ISpanisIi court, a5 the natural enemies of Eeglaiid, 200, 
201 — if it werf not for the respect he hears the minister, 
he could name a man who, without one grain of under- 
standing, can do half as much as Oliver Piomwell, 202-— 
as to a secret system in the closet, that this can ouly be 
determined by appearances, ib, — the queries put by Anti- 
Junius can only be answered by the ministry, 201 — to 
the printer of. the Public Advertiser, 223 — that those, 
who object to detached parts of Junius’s last letter, either 
dq not mean fairly, or have not considered the scope of 
his argument, ib. — that Junius does not expect a dissolu- 
tion of parliament will destroy corruption, but will be a 
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terror and check to their successors^ 224— to the printer 
of the Public Advertiser, 225 — on Junius’s construction 
of the vote declarnig Mr. Walpole’s incapacity, ih. 226'— 
extract from Lord Somers, in support of this construc- 
tion, 220 — if Junius’s construction be admitted, the advo- 
cates of the House of Commons must be reduced to the 
necessity of maintaining a gross absurdity, 227 — that the 
House did not foresee one effect resulting from their vote 
on tlie Middlesex election, 228, 229 — to the printer of 
the Public Advertiser, 235 — on the opinions oF Noye and 
Coke, oh the jurisdiction of the House of Commons, 235, 

236 — to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 237 — the 
resolutions and conduct of the House further considered, 

237 — 24J— to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 317 — 
the vanity and impiety of Junius are become the perpetual 
topics of abuse, 3 1 7 — the proofs of this charge considered, 
ib , — and refuted, 318, 319 — to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, ii. 360 — that Junius’s inclination leads him to 
treat Lord Camden \titli particular respect, ib. — that Lord 
Camden overshot himself in asserting the proclamation 
against exporting corn to be legal, 364 — to Zeno, 366— 
the sophistry of his letter in defence of Lord Mansfield, 
is adapted to the character he defenefc, ib, — strictures on 
Lord Mansfield’s doctrines, 374, etseq , — that his lordship 
incessantly laboured to introduce new modes of proceed- 
ing into the court of King’s Bench, 378, *379 — to an ad- 
vocate in the cause of the people, 380— the diflerence be- 
tween general warrants and press warrants, stated and 
explained, 381, cf seq\ 

Philo- VeritatiSf extract of his letter, recording the bravery 
of Lord Townshend, ii. 476, note, 

Poetikasios, extract of a letter from, i, 122, note — monody 
of, on Junius, iii. 200, 201, notes. 

PmnonOf ironical letter from, to the Duke, of Grafton, iii. 60, 
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Poj^e (Mr.) quotation from a letter of his, to Dr. Arbuthnot, 
ii. g. 

Poplicola^ letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, 

ii. 451 — the bravest and fiercest nations have sometimes 
submitted to a temporary surrender of their liberties, in 
order to secure them, ib. — ^arraigns Lord Chatham’s con- 
duct, 453 — to the same, in reply to the strictures of 
C. D. 458—40*4. 

Portland y (Duke of) duplicity of ministers to him exposed, 

iii. 44 — 47 — principal points in his case stated, 52 — 54 — 
the conduct pointed out, which ministers ought to have 
pursued towards him, 55, 50. 

Precedent Sy influence of, i. 2, 3. 

Prerogative y (Royal) account of the outrageous attempt 
made to enlarge it by the ministry, ii. 329 — 332, note^ 
the establishment of the several high offices of state, a 
check to the prerogative of the crown, iii. 4. , 

Presiiy liberty of, the palladium of British liberty, i, 4, 6 — 
strictures on, 10 — id^reinarks on, by Delolme, 45 — 46 
—must always prove formidable to an arbitrary govern- 
ment, iii. 373 — remarks on, ibid. 374, et seq. 

Pressing Seamen, tlie right of, founded originally on a ne- 
cessity, which supersedes all argument, ii. 351 — queries 
and replies thereto, on the legality of this practice, 352, 
353, notes. • 

Press-tmrranUy and General ivarrantSy difference between, 

ii. 3S2— 385. 

Printers, proceedings against, for reporting the debates in 
parliament, and strictures thereon, iii. 344-— 349, 
notes, 369, et seq. and notes. 

Privileges, nature and origin of, investigated, ii. 2\\,€t seq ^ 

iii. 370, et seq. 

Prdtest, spirited, against the proceedings relative to the 
Falkland’s Isles, iii, 330—336, notes. 
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Publius^ letter of, in defence of Sir William Blackstone, i. 
200—202, notes* 

• R. 

iiighy, (Mr.) account of, l*6l, notef. 

Riots, on account of Mr. Wilkes, notice of, i. 126, note*^ 
account of one in St. George’s Fields, iii. 58, note — re- 
marks on the letter of thanks to the commanding officer of 
the troops employed on that occasion, 57 — 60 — copy of 
the letter itself, 57, 58, note — strictures on Lord Barring- 
ton’s conduct, 430. ‘ ' 

Roberts, (John) not the author of Junius’s letters, i. *100, 
Robinson (Jack) curious letter of, on the appointment of 
sheriffs, ii. 253, note. 

Rockford, (Lord) estimate of his talents, i. 57. ui. 177 — 1/9 
— succeeds to the foreign department, ii. 249, note^ 
Rosenkagert, ( Rev. Mr. ) proofs, that he was not the author 
of Junius’s Letters, i. *121. 

S. 

Sackvllle, (Lord George) at one period suspected to be the 
author of Junius’s Letters, i. *100 — ^ strong reason for 
thinking the suspicion groundless, *l(jl. 

Safety, national, when at stake, suspicioVi is a sufficient 
ground for inquiry, i; 48. • 

Sandwich, (Lord) spotless morality of, i. l6l,andwo/^I — 
remarks on his return to office, iii. 305 — 307, 309, 3 10, 
314, 315. 

Snwbridge* (Mr.) has shown himself possessed of that re- 
publican firmness which the times require, ii, 349 — re- 
marks of Junius on his connection with Mr. Wilkes, i. 
*266, et seq* * 

ScasvoWs letter to Junius^ explaining Lord Camden’s opi- 
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liioii, ii. 3b' 1, 3b'2, note — he is chastised by Junius^ i. ^24^, 
note. 

Scotch inJluencCi remarks on, i. 39 — 41. 

Scotusy ironical letter of, to Lord Barrington, on his abuse 
of the Scotch character, iii. 447 — ‘ 

Scrutator y extracts of his letters in vindication of Lord Hills- 
boroug]}, 140, notCy 143, note. 

Seameiiy the right of pressing, founded originally on a neces- 
sity, which supersedes all argument, ii. 351 — queries and 
answers on the legality of this right, 352 — 353, 7wtes, 

ShelburnCy (Lord) applied to, in regard to the Manilla ran- 
som, i. 7d, note — his conduct, with respect to Corsica, 
disavowed by ministers, 149, and note — portrait of, ii. 
472, 473 — account of his political life, iii. 173. 

Sheriffs of Middlesex discharged their duty in returning Mr. 
Wilkes, i. 135, find — Mr. Home unsuccessful in 

support ol’the ministerial nomination of shcriifs, ii. 25b. 

Silurus, character of Junius by him, iii. 201, note. 

Smi/ihe, (Mr. Baron) censured by Junius, ii. 4 48 — state of 
the case, and vindication of him by Mr. Dunning, ib. 450, 
notes. 

SomerSy (Lord) extract from his tract on the rights of the 
people, i. 218. I _ | 

Spu'niy dishonourable conduct of the government of, con- 
cerning the Maliilla ransom, i. note — on the prepara- 

tions for warM'ith Spain, *2]b, and 7iote. 

Stamp- Act made and repealed, i. 55 — effect of passing it on 
the colonics, 147, note. 

State, the ruin or prosperity of, depends on the administra- 
tion of its government, i, 49 — the improper bestowment 
of its principal offices, the source of every mischief, ih. 50. 

Suffbll'y (Earl of) letter to, on his conduct, iii. 381 — his 
lordship the first who has avowed himself to act without 
principle, 393 — strictures on his political tergivTcrsation, 
3p4 — 401— his lordsliip’s resignation, a pledge of his de- 



INDEX. 


sod 

licacy, if not of his integrity, 401, ^102 — the situation into 
which he brought himself, considered, 403 — 405. 
Supremey import of the word explained, i, 5. 

Suspicion is a proper ground for inquiry when the national 
safety is at stake, i. 48. 


T. 

Taylor^ (John) tried for murder, ii. 448, note — his case 
stated, ib, 449, 450, notes, 

Tell-Truthy Jetterof, on Mr. Bradshaw’s appointment as one 
of the Lords of the Admiralty, iii. 449 — 451. 

Tcynporum FclicitUSy letter of, to the printer of the Public 
Advertiser, iii, iGo — ironical encomium on Lord Hills- 
borough’s conduct, ib. Ibl, \62, 

Testis, letter of, on Lord Barrington’s conduct as Secretary 
at War, iii. 7fS — ^280 — reply to, by Testiculus, 280 — 282. 

Titus, letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, i. 
S3, note — strictures on Junius, 84, note — vindicates the 
character of Lord Granby, as a man, a soldier, and as a 
general, 85 — 88, note, 

Touchet (Mr.), in his most prosperous fortune, the same 
man as at present, ii. 254. c 

Towmkend (Mr. Alderman), complains that the public gra- 
titude has not been equal to his deserts,*ii. 349 — questions 
the legality of the land-tax act, iii. 204, m)te — abstract of 
the trial of this questioh, 2d5 — 2(>8, notes, 

Tounshend (Hon. Charles), chancellor of the exchequer, ii. 
468 — charaettT of, 409. 

Townshend (Lord), Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, ii, 468, note 
—remarks on his character and conduct, 46S— 470 — said 
te excel in portrait painting, 4 70 — outlines of subjects for 
his pencil sketched by Corregio (Junius) 471—^75 — ^ 
anecdote of his intrepidity, 470> note — remarks of Mode- 
ratus on the dispute relative to this anecdote, 475 — 481. 
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Townshend (T.), joint paymaster, portrait of, ii. 473. 

Trial of Mr. Woodflill for publishing the letter of Junius to 
the king, abstract of, i. 14 — 34, notfs — further touched 
upon, ii. 0'2, note. 


V. 

Vaicntinian fIL, character of, iii. 40S, 409. 

Valerius, letter of, to tlie printer of the Public Advertiser, 
iii. 51. — that ministers have not answered the accusation 
laid against them in ‘‘ tlie Duke of Portland’s case,” ib, — 
they are charged with violating the rights of possession, 
for tlie purposes of undue influence at an election, and of 
paying a base court to a clandestine and dangerous powder, 
52 — the chief points of his (irace’s case stated, 52 — 55 — 
they ought, ollicially, to have seen the right of the crowui 
to make the grant to Sir James Lowther defended, and 
the Duke of Poitland^s title examined, 5f)— to the printer 
of the Public Advertiser, 98 — the conduct of ministers, 
in dismissing Sir J. Amherst, from the government of 
Virginia, considered, 99 — 102. 

Vaug/uw (Mr.), sends proposals to the Duke of Grafton, ii, 
52, 53 — state of the fact, ib. note — his offer, a high mis- 
demcajiour, 60 — [ voseculed m the court ol King’^ Bencli, 
ib. note — the prosecution dropped, and why, (ii, note — 
vindicated by Junius, as a much injured man, 1 01. 

Veteran, letters* of, to Lord Barrington, i. 422 — on his lord- 
ship’s appointment of a deputy-secretary, 422—424 — 
charges Lord B. w ith ruining General Powke. 431, and 
note — examines his lordship’s political tergiversations, 
432, 433 — on his changes in the war-office, 433 — ^liis con- 
duct ill the affair of St. George’s Fields considered, 436 — 
censures his nick-naming of General Harvey, 43 (i, 437 — 
estimates his lordship’s abilities, 442, 443 — further re- 
marks on his lordship’s unprecedented changes in the 
war-office, 444 — 44 6. 
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Virginia^ the government of, take^ from Sir J. Amherst, iii. 
80— this measure considered, 81 — 83 — 90, 91 — 99 — 102. 


W. 

Wales, (Princess Dowager of), her influence with the king 
examined and exposed, iii. 314, et scq. — the deplorable 
condition of the country attributed to her, 3 17— by her ma- 
nagement, a war is certain instead of being avoided, 323. 

Walpole (Mr.), expelled from the House of Commons,!. 177> 
and note — his case supposed to be strictly in pdjnt to 
prove, that expulsion incapacitates from being re-elected, 
178 — 181 — state of his case from the journals of the House 
of Commons, 178, 179» ^^ote — remarks on his case by Sir 
William Blackstone, 204, ct seq. — strictures thereon by 
Junius, 213, ct scq, — the vote of expulsion, as expressed 
in the votes, '*215 — strictures on its meaning and extent, 
216, ct scq, 

Westminster (Electors of), remonstrance to the king, on the 
dissolution of parliament, i. *210 — *213, note. 

Weston (E<iward) supposed to vindicate the Duke of Graf- 
ton, i. 117, note — an example of age, without the benefit 
of experience, 118 — I'il — (piotatiox from his supposed 
pamphlet, with remarks, 12-1 — denies that he was the au- 
thor, 2 b, note* — letters to him by Crito, 122, 123, notes, 

Weymouth (Lord), appointed one of the secretaries of state, 
i. 57 — estimate of his talents, ib, — resigns his office, ii. 
249, note, 

WhipcoriVs letter to Mr. Horne, ii. 2'^'0 — 262, ^wte, 

Whitefoord (Mr. Caleb), author of the letter, signed Jiuiia, 
iii. 2l7> note, 

Whittlebury Forest, the Duke of Grafton hereditary ranger 
of, ii. 327 — the right to the timber claimed by his Grace, 

« 328 — the story of the oaks refuted by Philalcthes, 337, 
seq, note. 
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Wilkes (Mr.), proved not to be author of Junius’s Letters,^ 
i. *133 — prosecution of, for an obscene poem, 14, 7i0ie* 
— cause of his persecution by the ministry stated, 1 15, 
note* — was a candidate for London, before he offered him- 
self for the county of Middlesex, 12(), note* — riots on his 
account, ib, iii. 58, note — extracts from Lord Mansfield’s 
speech on reversing his outlawry, i. 120, V17,not€ — suf- 
fered to appear at large, and to canvass for the city and 
county, with an outlawry hanging over him, 120, 127 — 
the question arising from his expulsion, stated with justice 
and precision, 173, et seq . — ^further observations tliereon, 
iii. 27O — 278 — ^was not of consideration enough, to excite 
the resentment of a king, ii. 70, — his address and pe- 

tition to the king, 80, 37, note — speech in the House of 
Commons, on his motion for erasing the votes and resolu- 
tions against him, 227, — detail of circum- 

stances relating to that erasure, 232 — 234, note — extracts 
from his letters, relative to his dispute with Mr. Horne, 
2OO — 27O, notes — 283, note — commissions Mr. Thomas 
Walpole to solicit a pension for Jiim, 2^2 — receives .4*200 
per annum from the Duke of Portland and Lord Itock- 
ingham, 294, and note* — has no resource but in the pub- 
lic favour, 347 — view of his circumstances, on his return 
from France, iii. 2/, ct seq — disgraceful scene at the hust- 
ings, 29, 30 — he. could never have been permitted to go 
such lengths, if all were well between Lord Pute and mi- 
nisters, 33 — his concluding letter to Mr. Horne, i. *225, 
note — letter of, on Mr. Garrick’s performing the character 
ofllastings, *230 — *232 — private letters of Junius to him, 
*203, et seq. — Junius assures him of his support, *264 — 
bis connection with Mr. Sawbridge considered, *26Yj, et 
seq. — a plan proposed for reconciling them, *273 — the 
conduct of the supporters of the Pill of Rights censured, 
*275 — *283 — examination of the articles of their decla- 
ration, *284— *295— -Mr, Wilkes’s vindication of his con- 
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duct, *297, et seq. — to Junius, on the reading of his second 
letter before the Bill of Rights Society, *315, *317--“to 
Junius, *323 — On his proposed card, excusing himself 
from going to St. Paul’s, *324, *325 — to Junius, on per- 
using his dedication and preface, *329 — commit- 
ment of Eyre, *331 — on the Bill of Rights Society, *335, 
*336. 

Wollaston (Mr.), expelled, re-elected, and admitted into the 
same parliament, i. 221 — the public left to determine 
whether this be a plain matter of fact, 225. 

Wood fall (H. S.) Junius gives the property of his letters to 
him, i. 9— account of the trial of, for publishing Junius’s 
Letters, 14 — 3 1, votes — prosecution of, for publishing Ju- 
nius’s letter to the king, ii. 62, 63, note — proofs of his 
strict veracity, i. *151, *152 — private letters of Junius to 
him, relative to the printing and publishing his letters, 
*l65,‘ et seq, — letters of Junius to him on his prosecution, 
*208, *209 — *215 — his expenses on this account, *209, 
note — letters of Mr. Woodfall to Junius, *220, note, and 
*256. 

Woodfall (William) extracts from his Vox Sena ids of the 
speeches of Messrs, Fox and Burke on the subject of the 
liberty of the press, i. l9 — 28, fiote. 

I 

X. 

f 

X, X, Letters of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, iii. 
233, 234, 239 — 241 — General Gansel’s affair examined, 
ib. 217, 248. 


Y- 

Fa/«(Sir Joseph), quits the court of King’s Bench, ii. 166, 
167 — ^honourable anecdote of his integrity, 165, I66, woIe. 
Yorke (Charles), shot himself, immediately after hiu ap- 
pointment to the chancellorship, ii. ISO, note, 

Y, Y, in answer to X. X,, iii. 235, ct seq. 
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Y, Z. Letter of, to the printer of the Public Advertiser, ii. 
498 — reports of a certain speech in parliament, 499 , et 
seq* 


Z. 

Zend's letter to Junius in vindication of Lord Mansfield, ii. 
366 , et seq.y notes — reply to him by Philo-Jiinius, 3(50’ — 
380. 



ERRATA. 
VoL. I. 

• 44, note I, for N° 66, read N® 66. 

• 59, — a, — NO 6, — NO 5. 

• 81,'— 1, — NO XII. — NO XXIX. 

*105,— 2, — M p. 40, — 14. p 407. 

*243, line 4, — accounts — account. 


VOL. 11. 

Page 

3, note I ^for N® xxxiii, n-nd N® tiv. 

164 , — * Jot N^ 4^3^ notf'f-, — note N® 2 . 

244 , Ime 1 note, f<u K'sigiiatioii, — death. 

358, note * for No-^xciv and xcv read xcvi and xcvii. 
43y, tine 10 note, for 1778, lead 1771. 

453, note * for No xiii, read N'o xji. 


Pa?e 

188, 

234, 

241, 

418, 


VoL. HI. 

note * for vol. I. lead vol. II. and/or No m read 
— • — NO 10, — NO 11. 

f — N»x. — N° 11. 

— . ♦ - NO 42, — N° 43. 


xiv. 


In a very few instances the word koit.'' has Iieen oniitfed at tlie 
foot of notes to which it ou^lit to have l)cen suhtixed. 
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